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The Second Edition of 

LES MOEURS; or, MANNERS. 
Accurately Tranflated from the French. Where- 
in the Principles of Morality, or Social Daties, viz.. 
Piety, Wiidom, Prudence, Fortitude, Juftice, Tem- 
perance, Love, Friendfhip, Humanity* &c. &cv 
are defcribed in all their Branches; the Obligation* 
of them (hewn to confift in our Nature, and the En- 
^rgement of them ftroogly enforced. Here Parents, 
^re taught, that, giving Birth to a Child, icarcely 
entitles them to that honourable Namey withoat a* 
iftrift Difcharge of'Paifental Duties ; the Friend wHjF 
$nd, there are a thoufattd other Decorums, befides 
the doing of a Favour, to entitle him to the tender 
Name of Friend ; and the Good-natuft! Man Mil 
find, he ought tp extend fhat Quality beyond the 
Bounds of his own Neighbourhood or Party:. 

The Whole vhrot&jji a manner entirely New and" 
Entertaining, anp enliVen'd with? teal >CtifaBtek ( J- 
drawn from Me, antjfited to dnllili the Prinfcipfes Op 
all"-Social Virtues Mo tended Minds. '• 1 ' < " 

Panted for W. Tohnfton at thi. Golden-Ball in St. PsalY 
CJiwrch-Yatd, 
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Peter Motteaux, 

i French gentleman, born and educated 
at Kohan, in Normandy. He came 
pver'into England, was a con- 
siderable , trader, and refided here 
mahy years-. : . He i is faid to have 
l *■ poffefled ho < inconfiderable mare of 
* wit, and humour; and, befides a 
tranflation of Don Quixote, fe vera! Songs, Pro- 
logues and" Epilogues, together with a Poem on 
Tea, dedicated to the Spectator, (#e Vol. VII. 
c:i./;: j, .: .j h. . • a • ^ .... -■ ' : ^i ■ "..."■• 
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2 The L i f s of 

Numb. 552) he is author of the following 
. dramatic pieces. 

1. Love's a Jeft, a Comedy ; acted at the new 
Theatre, in little Lincol n VI nn -Fields, 1696. In 
the Jwo fcenes, where love is made a jeft, fome 
paffages are taken from Italian writers. 

2. The Loves of Mars and VemA ; a Mafque 
fet to Mufic, performed at the Theatre in Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields, 1696 ^dedicated to colonel Codrington. 
The ftory from Ovid. 

$, The Novelty, or.every Act -a. Play ; confifting 
of Paftoral, Comedy, Mafque, Tragedy, and Farce, 
after the Italian manner; acted at the Theatre in 
little Lincoln VInn- Fields 1697. 

f The model of- {ho^play is formed upon Sir William 
Davenant's Play-ffoufe to be let : But neither of 
them met with much fuccefs. 

4. Europe's Jtevels for. the Peace* and hisJ^aje- 
fty's Happy Return, a Mufical Interlude, perform- 
ed at the Theatre in LincolnVInn?Fields, 1 697. 

5. Beauty in Diftrefs, a Tragedy ; acled at the 
Theatre in. Lincoln's -Inn- Fields^,! 698 ^ There, is 

- fom* poetry in this play 1 and in the muitiplieit^of 
its incidents, he has followed the example of the 
Britifh Poets. Before tjiis pieoe, there, is prefixed 
a difcourfv on the • lawfulneft or unlawfulnefs of 
plays ; written originally in French, by the learned 
father CaiFaro,: divinity profeffor at Paris ; fent by a 
friend/ to Mr- Motteaux. J, •■ 

~J 6. The Ifland Princefs,, or tfte Generous Portu- 

fie/ie{j:;nia4fT into, an Opera, .and performed ^ at the 
heatre^toyal ..1701 v The muiic by Mr. Daniel 
;*Purcell f Mr. -Clark,, and Mr t -] Leveridge. The 
" greateft part of the play, is taken from Fletch- 
er's Itand Princefs. Scene the Spice IflandL- . 
, / 7. The Four Seafbns, or Love in every Age'i a 
" mufical Interlude, fet to.^Jufic by. Mr. Jeremiah 
Clark ; printed with the mufical Entertainments of 
. the above Opera. . V. ,:o/ 

8. Britain's 
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8. Britain's Happinefs, a mufical Interlude ; per- 
. formed, at both the Theatres, being part of *he en- 
■ tertainment, fubfcribed for by the nobility. Scene 
. a profpeft of Dover caftle and the fea. This Inter- 
lude was long before defigned, only as an intro- 
duction to an Opera ; which if«ever finifhed was to 
have been called the Loves of Europe, every ac"t fhew- 
ing the manner of the different nations in their ad- 
drefles to the fair-fex ; of which he has informed us 
in his prefatory «§»ftle. 

9. Thomyris Queen of Scythia, an Opera ; trans- 
lated from the Italian \ performed at the Theatre in 

.Lincoln's -Inn- Fields. 

10. The Temple of Love, a Paftoral Opera, 
from the Italian* performed at the Queen's Theatre 

1 in the Hay. market, by her majefty's fervants, 1 706. 
. Scene Arcadia. Time of a&ion, the fame with that 
.of the representation. 

1 1 . Love Dragoon'd, a Farce. 

This gentleman, who feems to have led a very 
.comfortable life, his circumftances being eafy, was 
unfortunate in his death; for he loft his life in 
a diforderly houfe, in the. pari(h of St. Clement 
.Danes, not without fufpicion of having been mur- 
.thered ; which accident happened to him, on his 
-birth day in the 58th year of his age, 1 7 1 8. His body 
was interred in his own pariih church, being that 
of St. Mary Ax, in. the city of London. 
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The Life of 






: Mrs. Manley, 

/ I VHE celebrated authorefs of the Atalantis, was 
X born in Hampfhire, in one of thofe iflands 
which formerly belonged to France, of which he* fa- 
ther Sir Roger Manley was governor 9 whoafterwards 
enjoyed the fame poft in other places in England. 
' He was the fecond ion of an ancient family ; the 
better part of his eftate was ruined in the civil war 
by his firm adherence to Charles I. He had 
not the. fatisf action of ever being taken notice of, 
nor was his loyalty acknowledged at the reftoration. 
The governor was a brave gallant man, of great 
honour and integrity. 

He became a icholar in the midft of the camp, 
having left the univerfity at the age of fix teen, to 
follow the fortunes of Charles I. His temper 
had too much of the Stoic in it to attend much to-tha 
-intereft of his family : After a life fpent in the civil 
and foreign wars, he began to love eafe and retirc- 
, men:, devoting himfeif to his ftudy, andthe charge 
of his little poft, without following the court ; his 
great virtue and modefty, debaring him from fol- 
li citing favours from fuch perfons as were then at 
the helm of aiFairs, his deferts were buried, 
and forgotten. In this folitude he wrote feveral 
tra&s for his own amufement, particularly his Latin 
Commentaries of the Civil Wars of England. He 
was likewife author of the firft volume of that 
admired work, the Turkifli Spy. One Dr. 
Midgley , ,an ingenious phyfician , related to 
the family by marriage, had the charge of 
"looking over his papers. Amongft them he found 

that 
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that manufcript, which he referved to his proper 
ufe, and by his own pen, and the afliftance of 
feme others, continued the work till the eighth 
volume was finifhed, without having the honefty to 
acknowledge the author of the firft. 

The governor likewife wrote the Hiftory of the 
Rebellion in England, Scotland and Ireland ; 
wherein the mod material paflages, battles, iieges, 
policies, and ftratagems of war, are impartially 
related on. both fides, from the year 1640, to' 
the beheading of the duke of Monmouth 168S, in 
three parts, printed in octavo, in the year 1691. 

His daughter, our authorefs, received an education 
fuitable to her birth, and gave very early disco- 
veries of a genius, not only above her years, but 
much fupehor to what is ufually to be- found 
amongft her own fex. She had. the misfortune 
to lofe her mother, while (he was yet an infant, 
a circumftance, which laid the foundation of many 
calamities, which afterwards befell her. 

The brother of Sir Roger Manley, who was of 
principles very oppofite to his, joined with the Par- 
liamentarian party 3 and after Charles I. had fufFered, 
he engaged with great zeal in the caufe of thofef dho ' 
were for fettling a new form of government; in which, 
however, they were difappoihted by the .addrefs of 
Cromwell* who found means to transfer the govern- 
ment into his own hands, and in place of inftitut- 
ing a republic, reftored monarchy under -another 
name, and erected a tyranny as dangerous, perhaps, 
in its confequences, as that which-he had contributed 
to overthrow. During thefe heats and divifions, 
Mr. Manley, who adhered to the moft powerful 
party, was fortunate enough to amafs an eftate, 
and purchafed a title ; but thefe, upon the reftora - 
tion, reverted back to the former pofleflbr ; fo 
that he was left with feveral fmall children un- 
provided for. The eldeft, of th.fe orphans, Sir 
Roger Manley took under his proteftion, bellowed 
B 3 a very 
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a very liberal education on him, and endeavoured* 
to infpire his mind with other principles, than 
thofe he had received from his father. This 
young gentleman had very promifing parts, but 
under the appearance of an open fimplicity, he 
-concealed the mod treacherous hvpocrify. Sir 
Roger, who had a high opinion ot his nephew's 
honour, as well as of his great abilities, on his death- 
bed bequeathed to him the care of our authorefs, 
and her youngeft frfter. 

This man had from nature a very happy ad- 
drefs, formed to win much upon the hearts, of 
unexperienced girls ; and his two couilns refpe&ed 
him greatly. He placed them at die houfe of an 
old, out-of-fafhion aunt, who had been a keen 
partizan of the royal caufe during the civil wars ; 
fhe was full of the heroic ftiffnefs of her own 
times, and would read books of Chivalry, and 
Romances with her fpe&acles. 

This fort of converfation, much infe&ed the 
mind of our poetefs, and fill'd her imagination with, 
lovers, heroes, and princes j made her think her- 
felf in an inchanted region, and that all the men 
who approached her were knights errant. In a. 
few years the old aunt died, and left the two 
young ladies without any controul ; which' as Coon 
as their coufin Mr. Manley heard, he halted into 
the country, to vifit them ; appeared in deep 
mourning, as he faid for the death of his wife ; 
upon which the young ladies congratulated him, 
as they knew his wire was a woman of a moil 
turbulent temper, and ill fitted to render the con- 
jugal life tolerable. 

This gentleman, who had feen a great deal of the 
world, and was acquainted with all the artifices of 
feducing, loft no time in malting love to his coufin, 
who was no otherwife pleafed with it, than as it 
anfwered fomething to the character fhe had found 
in thofe books, which had poifoned and deluded 

» her 
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her dawning rcafon. Soon after thefe proteftations 
of love were made, the young lady fell into a fever, 
which was like to prove fatal to her life. 

The lover and her fitter never quitted die cham- 
ber for fifteen nights, nor took any other repofe 
than throwing dietnfelves alternately upon a 
little pallet in the fame room. Having in her na- 
ture a great deal of gratitude, and a very tender 
fenfe of benefits ; fhe promifed upon her recovery 
to marry her guardian, which as loon as her health 
was fufficiently rettored, fhe performed in the pre- 
fence of a maid fervant, her fitter, and a gentleman 
who had married a relation. In a word, (he was 
married; poffeiTed, and ruin'd. . 

'The hufbarid of our poetefs brought her to 
London, fixed' her in a remote quarter of iv 
forbad her to ttir out of doors* or to receive the 
vifita of tier fitter, or any other relations, friends, 
or>ftcqtfaifttance\. < Thi*ofage, me thought exceed- 
ing fcarbaronsy and it grieved "her th« -moree*- 
ceJivety, f fince fit* married htm <sn\f beeauffi Hie* 
imagined hk Wveft and doated ori her «o dlfttaeTion ; 
for 1 a* his petfoft was but Ordinary, and hi* age 
dHpropordoA^d, being, twenty -years older than (he, 
it could not be imagined that fhe was in love with him. 
^— -She •ivas very uneafy ati>emg kept a prifoner ; 
but herlmfcawTs fondnefs and^Jeakmfy Was made 
the" pretence; » She always ieVed wading, to which 
fhe wjfehbwtnore chad ewroltftedrastfcTmach time 
lay ttfpoft»her ( Aandrr8oonvaTOr 'fhe proved with 
child,* and fo perpetually in, that <fhe implored 'her 
huffa&nd to let 'her enjoy the company of her fitter 
, and' friends. When he could have no relief front 
her importunity (being affured that in feeing her re- 
lations^ fhe mutt difcover his barbarous deceit) he 
thought it was beft to be himfclf the relator of hia 
viflany 5 hefcfrttpofl his knees before her; with fo 
mXitth feeming* confufion, dittrefs Lnri anguifh, that 
fhe Was'at aiofs to know what could mould his (tub- 
born heart to fuch contrition . At laft, with a thoufand 
1 • • •/ B 4 well 
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well counterfeited tears, and fighs, he ftabb'd hcf 
with the wounding relation of his wife's being ftill 
alive i, and with a, hypocrite's pangs conjured her 
to have fome mercy on a loft man as he was, in: an < 
obftinate, : inveterate paffion, that had no alternative 
but death, or poffeffioru 

He ir^ed, that could he have fupported the 
pain of living without her, he never would have 
made himfelf fo great a villaia; but when the ab- 
folute queftion was, whether he mould deftroy him- 
felf, or betray her f felf-Iove had turned the bal- 
Jance,- though not, without that anguiih to. his foaly 
which had poifoned all his delights, and pla»ted dag- 
gers to dab his peace. That he had a thoufand times 
ftarted in his fleep with guilty apprehenfions ; the 
form of her honoured father perpetually haunting 
his troubled dreams, reproaching him as a traitor 
to that truft which ins his departing moments he had. 
repofed in him ; representing to his tortured imagi- 
nation the care he took of his education, more* lflw . 
a father than an uncle, with which he had rewarded 
him by eflPeltyig the perdition., of his favourite . 
daughter, who was the lovely image of his bene- 
faaor. 

With this artful contrition he endeavoured, 
to . footh his injured wife : But what foothing 
could" heal phe wounds flie had received? Horror f ^ 
amazement ! fenfe of honour loft! the world's opi- 
nion ! ten thoufand diftreiTes crowded her diftra&ed 
imagination, and me caft looks upon the confeious 
traitor with horrible difmay 1 Her fortune was in . 
his hands, the greateft part of which was already . 
lavifhed away in the exceffes of drinking and gam-, 
ing. She was young, unacquainted with the world j 
had never experienced neceflity, and. knew no. arts * 
of redreffing it ; fo that thus forlorn and diftrefled,. to 
whom could fhe run for refuge, even from want, 
and mifery, but to the very traitor that had undone 
her. She was' acquainted with none that could or 
* j _ would 
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would efpoiife her caufe, a helpkfs, ufelefs load of 
grief and melancholy ! with child ! difgraced ! her 
own relations either unable, or unwilling to relieve 
her. - 

Thus was fhe detained by unhappy circumftances, 
/and his prevailing arts to wear away. three wretch- 
ed years with him, in the fame houfe, though fhe 
moft folemnly protefts, and fhe has a right to 
be believed, that no perfuafion could ever again 
reconcile her to his impious arms* Whenever 
ihe caft her eyes upon her fon, it gave a mortal 
'wound to her peace : The circumftances of his 
birth glared, full on her imagination ; fhe fa.v 
-him, in future, upbraided with his father's trea- . 
chery, and his mother's misfortunes. Thus for- 
faken of all the world, in the very morning of her 
life, when all things fhould have been gay, and 
promifing, fhe wore away three wretched years. 
Mean time her betrayer had procured for himfelf 
a confiderable employment ; the duties of which 
obliged him to go into the country where his firft 
wife lived. He took leave of his injured innocent, 
with much feeming tendernefs ; and made the moft 
{acred proteftations, that he would not fuffer her, 
»or her child ever to want. 

He endeavoured to perfuade her to accompany 
irim into the country, and to feduce, and quiet her 
conference, fhewed her a celebrated piece written 
in defence of Polygamy, and Concubinage : When 
he was gone, he foon relapfed into "his former 
extravagancies, forgot his promife of providing 
for bis child, and ift mother ; and inhumanly left 
them a prey to indigence and oppreffion. Ihe lady 
was only happy in being relealed from the killing 
anguifh, of every day having before her eyes the 
object of ner undoing. 

When fhe again came abroad into the world, fhe 

was looked upon with cold indifference ; that which 

had been her g*eatcft misfortune, was imputed 

B 5 * * to 
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to her as the moft enormous guilt; and fhe was 
every where fncered at, avoided, and defpifed. 
What pity is it, that an unfortunate, as. well as a 
falfe ftep, fhould damn a woman's fame f In what 
refpeft was Mrs. Manley to blame ? In what 
.-particular was {he guilty ? to marry her coufin> 
who paffionately profefTed love to her, and who fo- 
,lemnly vowed himfelf a widower, could not he 
~guilt ; on the other hand, it had prudence and gra- 
'titude for its bans. Her continuing in the houfe 
with him after he had made the difcovery, cannot 
.be guilt, for by doing fo, (he was prevented from 
.being expofed to fuch neceflkies as perhaps wou(d 
have produced* greater ruin. When want and 
beggary flare a woman in the face, efpecially one 
. accuftomed to the delicacies of life, then indeed is 
virtue in danger ; and they who efcape muft have 
more than human affiflanee. 

Our poetefs now perceived, that together with 
her reputation, fhe had loft all the efteem, 
that her converfation and abilities might have elfe 
procured her ; • and fhe was reduced to the de- 
plorable neceffity of affociating with thofe whofe 
fame was blafted by their indifcretion, becaufe 
the mo^e fober and virtuous part of the fex did 
not care .to rifk their own characters, by being in 
company with one fo much fufpecled, and agaifft 
whom the appearance of guilt was too ftrpng. 

Under this dilemma, : it is difficult to point out any 
method of behaviour, by which fhe would not be 
expofed to cenfure : If fhe had ftill perfifted }n 
folitude, the ill natured world would have imputed" 
to it a caufe, which is not founded pn virtue; befides, 
as the means of "fupportwere now removed, by the 
perfidy of Mr. Manley, fhe muft have perifhed by 
this resolution. 

In this cafe, the reader will ,not be much fur- 
prized to find our authorefs, under the patronage 
of the duchefs of Cleveland, a miftrefe of king 
& Charlea 



y Google 



Mrs. MANLEY. u 

Charles the lid's, who was juftly reckoned one of 
the mod celebrated beauties of that age. Mrs.Manley 
was paying a vi'fit to a lady of her grace's ac- 
quaintance, when fhe was introduced into the 
favour of this royal courtezan ; and as the duchefs 
of Cleveland was a woman of parts and genius* 
fhe could not bat be charmed with the fprighdi- 
nsfs of her cohverfation. She was fond of new 
faces, and immediately contracted the greateft inti- 
macy with our poetefs, and gave her a general in- 
vitation to her table. The lady at whofe houfe the 
duchefs became acquainted with Mrs. Manley, foon 
perceived her indifcretion in bringing them together; 
for the love of novelty fo far prevailed ori the 
duchefs, that herfelf was immediately difcarded* 
-and the afre&ion fbrmfeply beftowed upon her* was 
lavi(hed on Mrs. Mantey. 

This procured our poetefs an inveterate enemy 5 
and the greateft blow that was ever frrnek at her 
reputation, was by that woman, who had been be- 
fore her friend: She was not content to inform 
perfons who began to knew and efteem Mrs. Manley* 
that her marriage was a cheat ; but even endeavour- 
ed to make the duchefs jealous of her new favourite's 
charms, in refpeel of Mr. Goodman the player, 
who at that time had the honour of approaching her 
grace's perfon, with the freedom of a gallant. 

As the duchefs of Cleveland was a woman of a ve- 
ry fickle temper, in fix months time fhe began to 
be tired of Mrs. Manley. She was quarelfome, lo- 
quacious, fierce, exceffiveiy fond; Or downright 
ivde ; when fhe waft cufgnfted with any perfon* 
Die never failed to reproach them, with all the 
bitternefs of wit fhe was miftrefs of, with fuck 
malice, and ill-nature, that fhe was hated, not on- 
ly by all the world, but by her own children and 
fervants : The extremes of prodigality, and covet- 
oufnefs, of love, and hatred* of dotage, and fbnd- 
nefs, met ia hen *-•.:'■*' 

B6 A 
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A woman of this temper will be at no lois for 
the means of efie&ing any one ? s- ruin, and having 
now conceived an averfion to our poete fs, fhe was 
refolved to drive Jier from her houfe, with, as nauch 
reproach as .poffihle ; and accordingly' gaye . out, 
that fhe hid detected Mr*. .Maniey .in an, intrigue 
.with her own fon, and as Ihe did,no,t care to give 
encouragement to fuch amours, fhe. thought pro- 
per to difcharge her. Whether or not there was 
any truth in this charge, it is knpoffible for us to 
determine : But if Mrs. Maniey *s own word may 
be taken,, in .fach a cafe, ihe was perfectly inno- 
cent thereof. • * 
When our authorefs was difmiffed by the duchefc, 
ihe ivas follicited by ljeutenantf general Tidcoml?, 
to pafs fome time with Hint -at his country feat; 
but fhe excufed herfelf by telling him, ihe muft be 
in Jove with a man,, before Ihe. could think of 
refiding with him, which fhe Could not, without a 
violation of truth, profefs for him. She told him 
her, love* of folitude was improved, by her difguft 
of the : world, and fince.it was impoffible for her to 
be public* with, reputation, fhe was refolved to re- 
main in it concealed.'. • 

It was in this folitude Ihe compofed her firft tra- 
gedy, which was. much more famous for the lan- 
guage, f*re, and tendernefs, than the conduct. Mrs. 
Barry diftsngujfhed herfelf in it, and the author was 
often heard to exprefs great . furprize, that a man 
of Mr. Better,ton r s grave . fenfe, and judgment, 
fhouW thinkj.well ejtough.of the productions of a 
young woman, to bring it? upon the fiage, 
fince fte herfelf in a more mature age could hardly 
bear to read it. . But. as, the play Succeeded, fhe 
received fuch unbounded incenfe from admirers, 
. that her apartment was crowded with men of wit, 
. and gaiety. Thete is a eqfpy of veifes prefixed 
to her play, faid to be written. by a very t great 
hand whi-h deferve notice,' 

What ! 
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What ! all our fex in one fad hour undone ? Tf 
Loft are our arts,, our learning, our renown £ 

. Since nature's tide ol wifi canie rolling down/ j 
. Keen were your } eyes we .knew, and fure their 

; ^ darts ; .,-,-, 

. Fire to our foul tliey.fend, and paffion to Our 
hearts ! 

' Needlefs was an addition to fuch arms, 
When all mankind were vaffals to your charms : 
That hand but feen, gives wonder and defire, 

• Snow to the light,, but with its touches fire ! 
Who fees thy yielding Queen,, and would riot be 
On any terms, the beA, the happy he,- 

, Entranced we fancy all is extafy. . 
Quote Ovid, now no \niore ye am'rous fwains, 
Delja> than Ovid has. more movingr drains. 
Nature in her alone exceeds all art, ' 
. And nature fure does neareft touch the heart. 
Oh J might t call the bright difcoverer mine; 
The whole fair fexunenvied Vd refigri ; 
Give all my happy, hours' to Delia's .charm's; 
•She who by writi g thus our wifhes warms, 
What worlds of love xnu'ft" circle in her arm's?* 

They who had a regard for Mrs. Manley could not 
but obferve with concern, that her- conduct was 
. fuch, as would foon iiTue in her ruin. . No language, 
.but flattery approached her ear; the Beaux told 
. Jier, that a woman of her wit, was-'not to be cori- 
: fined to the dull formal! ies. of her ovn fex, but 
had a right to affumfc the unreiervei freedom of 
- the inaie, fince all things were pardonable to a la- 
dy, who knew to give l.iws to oiiscrs, yet was 
-. not obliged to keep them herfelf General Tid- 
c comb, who {czms to .have 'been her finceffft friend, 
: tqok the privilege cf an old. acquaintance to cor- 
v ie& her ill -tafte, and the. wrong turn lhe gave her 
judgment, in admitting adulation from fuch wretc\es, 

whofe 
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whofe praife could reflect but little honour, and 
who would be ready to boaffc of favours they never 
received, nor indeed ever endeavoured to obtain. . 

This falutary council was rejected * (he told him, 
that (he did not think fit to reform a conduit, 
which (he reckoned very innocent ; and (till con- 
tinued to receive the whifpers of flatterers, /till 
experience taught her the folly of her behaviour, 
and (he lived to repent her indifcretion. 

Her virtue was now nodding, and (he was ready 
to fall into the arms of any gallant, . like mellow 
fruit, without much trouble in the gathering. 
Sir Thomas Skipwith, a character of gaiety of thoie 
times, and, who it feems had theatrical connexions, 
Was recommended to her, as being very able to 
bromote her dcfign in writing for the (lage. This- 
kriight was in the coth year of his age, and in . 
the 6oth of his constitution, when he was firft in- 
troduced to her, and as he had been a long pra&ifed 
gallant, he foon made addrefles to her, and whether 
or no this knight, who was more dangerous to a wo- 
man's reputation, than her virtue, was favoured by 
her, the world was fo much convinced of it, that 
her chara&er "was now abfolutely loft. Sir Thomas , 
was a weak, vain, conceited coxcomb, who de- 
lighted in boafting of his conquefts over women, 
and what was often owing to his fortune, and fta- 
'tion in life, he imputed to his addrefs, and the ele- 
gance of his manner, of both which he was to* 
tally deftitute. He even publiflied Mrs. Manley 's dif- 
honour, and from that time our fprightly poetefs was 
confidered, by the fober part of the fex, quite . 
abandoned to all fhame. 

When her affair with this fuperannuated knight 
was over, (he foon engaged in another intrigue, ftill 
more prejudicial to her character ; for it was with 
a married man, one Mr. Tilly, a gentleman of the 
Law ; with whom (he lived a confiderable time : 
while he underwent at home many of thofe 

fcvere 
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fevere le&ures, which the juft provocation, an4 
jealoufy of his wife taught her to read him. Mrs. 
Tilly at laft died, and oar gallant was left at his 
freedom to marry the object of his paffion; bat 
unluckily his finances were in fuch a fituation, that 
he was obliged to repair {hem by marrying a wo- 
man of fortune. This was a cruel circumftance; 
for he really loved, and doated upon Mrs. Manley, 
and had the felicity of a reciprocal paffion. She 
agreed however, jn order to repair his fortune, that 
he ihould marry a rich young widow, whom he 
foon won by the elegance of his addrefs, while 
pur aiitfioreis retired into flie country to fpend her 
days in folitude and forrow, and bid an everlafting 
farewel to the pleafures of love and gallantry. Mr. 
Tilly did not many years furvive this reparation : 
his life was rendered miserable at home by thejea- 
Ipufy of his young wife, who had heard of his 
affair with Mrs. Manley i he loft his fenfes, and 
died in a deplorable fituation. 

During her retirement, our aothorefs, who 
had a mod confirmed averfipn to the Whig mini- 
'. ftry, wrote her .Atalantis, which was meant as a 
representation of the characters of fome of thofe, 
who had effected the Revolution. A warrant 
was granted from the fecretary of date's office, to 
feize the Printer and Publiiher of thefe volumes. 
This circumftance reduced the writer to a very trou- 
blefome dilemma ; ihe could not bear the thoughts 
that innocent people ihould fuflFer on her account, 
and ihe judged it cruel to remain concealed, while 
they, who were only inferior instruments, were 
* fufiering for her. She confuted, on this occasion, 
her bed friend, general Tidcomb, who, after ral- 
lying her for expofing people, who had never in 
particular injured her, he advifed her to go injto 
France, and made her an offer of his purfe for 
that purpofe. This advice (he rejected, and came 
to a determined refolution, xhpx no perfon ihould 
. ever 
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ever fuffer on her account. The general afked 
her, how (he fhoold V\kz to be confined in New- 
gate ? to which (he anfwered, that (he would ra- 
ther lye in a prifon$ after having difcharged her 
eo n Cc i ence, than riot in a p.ilace under its re- 
proaches. The general upon this replied, that 
t'hefe things founded Very heroic, but there was a 
great difference between reat and imaginary fuf- 
ferings, ' that (he had chofen to declare herielf for 

* the Tdries, a party, who never could keep thex 

* own, nor cthar people's* fecrets, and were ever 

* forgetful of ftich as ferved them ; that the moft 

* fevere critics upon the Tory writings, Were the 

* Tories" themfelves, who never considering the de- 

* figrt, or honeft intention of the author, w*ou!d 

* examine the performance only, and that too with 
•• as muchfeverity, as they would an enemy's, and 

* at the fame time value themfelves upon being im- 

* partial againft their friends-. Then a9 to grati- 
' tude,. or generofity, the Tories did not approach 

''*' fo the Whigs v/ho never fufFered any man to 
-* go unrewarded, however dull, or infignificant, 

* provided he declared himfelf to be for them; 
- * whereas the Tories had no. general intereft, and 

: *• cbnfeqnently'no particular, each perfon refufing. 
« to contribute towards the benefit of the whole ; 

* and if it fhould happen, that -(he fhould perifh, 
• * through waht, in a Jail, they would fooner con- 

* demn her folly, than pity her fufFering^.* 

This did not deter our poetefs from voluntarily 
prefenting herfelf before the Court of KingVBench, 
as the author of the Atalantis. 

When fhe was examined before the fecretary 
(then lord Sunderland) he was aTiduous to know 
from whom fhe had got information of fome parti-, 
culars, which they imagined - ere ulc \-»* her own 
intelligence. Her defence was 'with nv.h hamility 
and forrow, at the fame time denying S.izc any per- 
fons were concerned with her, or that fhe had a 

farther 
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farther defign than writing for her ow,n amufement, 
and di,verfion in the. country, without intending par- 
ticular reflexions, or c'harafiers ; when this, was not 
believed, ami. the contrary urged againfl her by feve- 
ral circumftances, Hie faia, * then ltmuft be by infpi- 

* ration, becaufe knowftig her own innocence, (he 

* could account for it no other way.* The fecre- ' 
tary replied,' * that infpiration ufed to be upon a 

* good account, and her writings were Hark ji aught.* 
She, with an air of penitence,- ' acknowledged, that 
' hi*, lord/hip's obfervation might be true, out that 

\* there were evil angels, as well as good, fo that 
' neverthelefs what flie had wrote, niight .1131 be 
« by infpiration.' 

In confequence of this examination, our autho- 
refs was clofe fhut up in a meflenger's hbufe,J 
without being allowed pen, ink, and paper. How- ; 
ev.er her cpuncil fued out her Habeas Corpus ajt the ) 
KingVBench Bar, and (he was admitted to' bail. \ 

. Whether thofe in power were aJhamed to bring a \ 
w,oman to. her trial, for .writing a few amorous \ 
trifles, or our laws were deleclive, as was generally ; 
conjectured ,, becaufe fhe. had difguifed her fatire '■ 
under romantic names, and a feigned fcene. of .action,, 
fhe was difcharged, after feveral times expofing her - 
in perfon, to crofs the court before, the Bench of 
Judges, with her three attendants,' the Printer, and 
two Publishers, ~t .. .. - , •• 

- Not long after this a total change of the mi-, 
niftry enfued; the ftatefmen to whom, me had.' 
been obnoxious were removed, and confequently * 
all her fears, upon that fcore diffipated - r her native 
gaiety, aud good humour, returned, and fhe again., 
employed; herfelf in writing a tragedy for the 
flage, and refolved never more* to deal* in politics/ 
as being much out of the natural fphere of a wo* ' 
man .* me was. perfuaded it& was ;folly in one in her 
rfation, to difoblige any party by a pen equally 
qualified to divert all. 

Being 
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Being advanced to the autumn of her charms, 
ftie converfed with the oppofite fex, in a manner 
very delicate, fenfible, and agreeable, and when 
ftie felt that time had left Sis impreffion UpOti ' 
her brow, (he did not court praife and flattery. 
The greateft genfus's t)f the times converfed freely 
with her, and gave' her daily proofs of efteem," and* 
friendfhip > except Sir Richard Steele, with whom it 
feems' ftie was at variance 5 and indeed Sir Ri- 
chard fufficiently expofed himfelf by his manner 
of taking revenge ; for he publithed to the world 
that it was his own fault he was not happy with 
Mrs. Manlfey, for which omiffion he publickfy, and 
gra^vety afked her pardon. 4X 

- TJbefe are the moft material incidents in the life ' 
of Our poetefs •' aladyy Vhd Ws feOrn with^high 
powers from ' nature 1 , which were afterwards culti- 
vated by enjoying the brighteft convocation ; the 
early £ait of heVlife was : urifortuhafe, the fell -a 
facrifice to a feducer^ who" laid the foundation for- 
ttfbft : errors (he afterwards committed; and of thofe 
fiifferings fhe underwent ; 'me had a higjirelifli tot 
ttfe pleafures of life;' ihe was extremely fttfeepti- 
ble of die paffion of love, and treated it 'with a 
peculiar vivacity. - ""•••*•* r •*''*' 

Her dramatic works are 

r. The Lover, or The Jealous Huiband; acled 
at the Theatre-Rb^al ir'696. * *!f his play did not 
fucceed in the re jirefentafioh. ' ' ' ♦ ' " ' - ' ' 

2. The Royal Mifchief, a Tragedy; acled by 
his Majefty's Servants in the Theatre in Lincoln's'- 
Inn-Fielcls 1 696. This was exhibited with general 
srj>plaufe. «'-.•.-? •••■'-* - f ? - 

3. Lucius, the Firft Chriftian King of Britain, 
a Tragedy \ acled at the Theatre-Royal Sn Drur/- 

*• - 1 - ' Lane 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Mrs. MANL^Y. ift 

Lane by his Majefty's Servants, and dedicated to Sir 
Richard Steele. She has written feveral poems, and 
we Jhall fele&, as a faecimen, an Epiftle to the 
Counted of Briftol, which will mew how much 
fhe poffefled the power of delicate numbers ; fhe 
has alfo in print a volume of Letters, the fecond 
edition of which was publifhed in 1713- She died- 
July 11, 1724. 

To the Right Honourable the 
Countess of BRISTOL* 

IONG had my mind, unknowing how to 

In humble profe been trained, nor aim/d a£ more : 
• Near th$ fajnM. ^fters never durfi aipjre . 
To found a v/erfe, or touch the, tuneful iyrje. 
'TW 8*HW> c^arm* diflblv'd the native ccJ^j 
Bad me fuxwey ftp cms, and tjiertobe bojd. 
-Thee, letvely Briftpf ! the*! with pr#e I <ftgf* 
The foft, and only fubjeft of my mufe $ 
That durft transport me like the bird of Jov*, 
To face tV immortal fpurce of light above t 

Sucji are thy kindred beams — 

So bleflings, with a bounteous hand they give, 
Sq they create, imd niajfce ore^tiQn Uvie. 

When charming Feljton, of a bcau^ns r*£$, 
Adorn'd in blooming youth, with ev'ry grace. ; 
Firft faw the loyely Suffolk Swain her prize, 
The wWeft conqueft of the brighteft eyes ! 
How many wretched nymphs that union made, 
What cold defpair the warmeft hearts invade ! 
What crouds of lovers, hopelefs and undone, 
Deplore thofe charms which brought their ruin 

on! 
Rich in themfelves — all excellence they find, 
> Wit ! beauty ! wifdom ! and a conftant mind ! 

No 
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No vain defires of change difturb their joy ; 
Such fweets, like blifs divine, can never cloy : 
HUM with that fpirit which great foals inflame, 
Their wondrous offspring ftart to early fame. 
In their young minds, immortal fparkles rife ! 
And all their mother flames from their eyes f 
From thence fuch fcenes of beauty charm the 

fight, 
We know not where to fix the ftrong delight ! 
Hervep's fofx features -r-next, Eliza bright! 
Annajuft dawning, like. Aurora's light ! 
With fcll the fmiling train of Cupids round, 
Fond little loves, with flowing graces crown'd. 

As fome fair flowers, who all their bloom di£- 
clofe, 
The Spanilh Jas'min, or the Britira Rofe? 
ArritrM at full perfection, charm the fenfe, 
Whilft the young bloflbms gradual fweets difpenfe. 
The eldeft born, with almoft equal pride ; 
The next appears in fainter colours dyM : 
New op'ning buds, as lefs in debt to time, 
Waft to perform the promife of their prime ! 
AU bleft defcendants of the beauteous tree, 
What now their parent is, themfelves ft all be. 

Oh! eould I paint the younger Hervey'* 
mind, 
Where wit and judgment, fire andtafle refin'd 
To match his face, with equal art are join'd : 
Oh beft belov'd of Jove f to thee alone, 
What would enrich the whole, he gives to one ! 

* f h Titian's colours whilft Adonis glows, 
See faireft Briftol more than Venus fhows ; 

* This is not defigred as a parallel of the ftory, but the paint- 
ing frcm a pie:e of Titian's, at my loid BrifteTa. 

View 
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View, well the valu'd piece, how nice each part ; 
Yet nature's hand furpafles Titian's art ! 
Such had his Venus and' Adonis been, 
The ftandard beauty had from thence been feen ! 
Whofe arbitrary laws had fix'd the doom. 
To Hervey's form, and Briftors ever bloom, I 

J As once Kazeia, now Eliza warms 
The kindred-fair bequeathed her all her charms j 
Such were her darts, fo piercing and fo ftrong, 
Endowed by Phoebus both, with tuneful fong : 
But far from thee Eliza be her doom ; 
Snatch'd hence by death, in all her beauty *9 

bloom. 
Long may'ftthou live, adorning Briftors name, 
With future heroes to augment his fame. 

When haughty Niobe, with joy and pride, 
Saw all her {hining offspring grace her fide ; 
She view'd their charms, exulting at each line, 
And then oppos'd 'em to the race divine ! 
Enrag'd Latona urg'd the filver bow : 
Immortal vengeance laid their beauties low. 
No more a mother now too much (he 

mourn'd, 
By grief inceflant into marble. turnM. " 

But lovely Brlftol, with a pious mind, 
Owns all her bleflings are from Heav'n affign'd. 

Her matchlefs Lord rher beauteous numerous 

race ! I 

Her virtue, modefty, and ev'ry grace ! 
For thefe, devoutly, to, the gods fhe bows, 
And offers daily praife, and daily vows : 
Phoebus, well-pleas'd, the facrifice regards ; 
And thus the grateful mother's zeal rewards : 

§ A filler of lord Buftol's, who was a lady of moA extraor- 
dinary beauty. 

v r*. ;: ». '* ' Beauty 
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* Beauty and wit, to all of Briftol's line ! 

« But each in foine peculiar grace mall fliine ! 

* Or to excel in courts, and pleafe the fair I 
« Or Conqueft gain thro' all the- wat'ry war ! 
« With harmony divine the ear to charm ! 

* Or fouls with more melodious numbers warm ! 

* By wond'rous memory fhall fome excel 
•■* In awful ferrates, and' in fpeakingwell f 

* To hold Aftrsea's fcales with equal hand, 
« And call back juftice to that happy fond ! 

' To teach ntankindhow beft the gods to praife f 

* To fix their* minds in truth's unerring ways ! 

« Thus all her honours, BrrffoTs fons fhall 
wear, 
c Whftft each his country's good ihall make his 
4 chiefeft care V 




Henry 
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H£n&Y • Ne£DL£R. 

THIS Poet was born at Harley in Sorry;, in 
.the .year 160,0, and educated at a private 
, CcKqoI at Ryegate in the fame county *. He was 
; femoved .from thence an 1705, and in 1708 ac- 
cepted a final! place' in a public office;, where he 
continued the remainder of his days. , 
. ...About this time contra&fog. a friendfhio wi$h a 
. .gentleman .of aliketafte, who, funiifhed hlnqf with 
proper books, he applied himfelf at his intervals of 
leifure, to reading the claffics, and to the ftudy of 
logic , metaphyncs, and the mathematics, with 
„ which lail he was peculiarly delighted. And in 
. a. few yeawby the force of his. own happy ge-* 
. nius, and unwearied diligence, without the affift- 
ance of any matter,, he acquired , a confiderable 
.knowledge of the moft difficult branches of thofe 

ufeful and entertaining ftudies. 
. . By fo clofe an application, he contracted a violent 
. pain in his head, which notwithftanding the beft 
...advice,. daily encreafed. This, and other .unfortu- 
nate circumftances concurring, , fo deeply .affected 
.him, who. had befides in his conltitution a %ong 
•*tin&ure.of jnelancjioly,' that he was at laft brought 
under almoft a total extinction of regfqn. ; In, this 
condition he fell into a fever ; and as there were be- 
fore fcarce any hopes of him, it may be faid to 
have happily put an end to the deplorable bondage 

* See his Life prefixed to his works, brWUliamDuji:ombE% 

of 
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of (o bright a mind, on the 21ft of December, 
1718, in the 29th year of his age. He was buried 
in the church of Friendfbury, near Rochefter, 

Mr. Needler's life was influenced by the. prin- 
ciples of fincere, unaffe&ed piety, and virtue. 

On all occafions (fays Mr. Dan comb) ' he was a 

* ftrenuous ' advocate for univerfal toleration and 
' forbearance in matters of religion ; rightly fup- 
' poling that no fervice can be acceptable to the 

* fupreme Being, unlefs it proceeds from the heart; 

* and that force ferves only to make hypocrites, 
' but adds no new lights to the underftanding. He 

* ' was modeft to a fault, entertaining the moft hum- 

* ble opinion of 4vts own performances; and was 

* always ready to do juftice to thofe of others. 
« His affe&ion for his friends indeed fometimes 

* biafled his judgment, and led him to the com- 
' mending their writings beyond their merit.* 

In the volume of Mr. Needler's works, are 
printed fome familiar Letters, upon moral, and 
natural fubjecls: They arc Written with elegance 
and tafte ; the heart of a good man may be 
traced in them all, and equally abound with 
pious notions, as good fenfe, and folid reafoajng. 

He feems to have been very much mailer of 

fmooth verification, his fubje&s are happily chofen, 
and there is a philofophical air runs through all 
his writings ; as an ittftanec of this, we fhall 
prefent our readers with a copy of hisverfes addref- 
led to Sir Richard Blackmore, on his Poem, in- 
titled The Creation. 



Prefs'd 
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Drefs'd in the charms of wit and fancy, long 
The mufe has pleas'd us with her fyren (ong ; 
Bat weak of reaibn, and deprav'd of mind* 
Too oft on vile, ignoble themes we find 
The wanton mufe her facred art debafe, 
Forgetful of her birth, and heavenly race ; 
Too oft her flatt'rrng fongs to fin intice, 
And in falfc colours deck delnfive vice ; 
Too oft (he condefcends, in fervile lays, 
The undeferving rich and great to praife. 
Thefe beaten paths, thy loftier (trains refute 
Withjuftdifdain, and nobler fubje&s chufe : 
Fir'd with fnblimer thoughts, thy daring foul 
Wings her afpiring flight from Pole to Pole, 
Obferves the fbot-fteps of a pow'r divine, 
Which in each part of nature's fyftem fhine ; 
Surveys the wonders of this beauteous frame* 
And ungs-the facred fource, whence all things came. 

But Oh ! what numbers (hall I find to tell, , 
The mighty tranfports which my bofom fweU, 
Whilft, guided by thy tuneful voice, I ftrav 
Thro 1 radiant worlds, and fields of native day,. 
Wafted from orb, to orb, unwearied fly 
Thro 9 the blue regions of the yielding flcy ; 
See how the fpheres in ftated courfes roll, 
And view the jaft compofure of the whole I 

Such were the drains, by antient Orpheus fung, 
To fuch, MufseaJ' heav'nly lyre was ftrung , 
Exalted truths, in learned verfe they told, 
And nature's decpeft fecrets did unfold. 
How at th* eternal mind's omnific call, 
Yon (tarry arch, and this tcrreftrial ball, 
The briny wave, the biasing fonrce of light, 
And the wane empreft of the filent night, 
Each in it's order roft aad took its place, 
And filled with recent forms the vacant tact; 

Vol. IV. N*. 16. *C How 



Digitized by LjOOQiC 



6z rVfhe J^iTK.Pf . 

How rolling planets trace their deftin'd way, 
Nor in the waftes of pathiefs JEthcr (bay j 
How the pale moon, with filver beams adorns 
Her chearful orb, and gilds her iharpened horns s 
How the vaft ocean's fwelling tides obey 
Her diftant reign, and own her watr'y /way * , 
How. erring floods, their circling courfe maintain* 
Supplied by conftant fuccours from the main * 
Whilft to the fea, the refluent ftreams reftore* 
The liquid treasures which fhe lent before ; 
What dreadful veil obfenres the foiar light, 
And Phaebe's darkened face conceals feom mortal 

fight. 
Thy learned mufe, I with like pleafure hear' 
The wonders of the leffer world declare,: . 
Point out the various marks of {kill divine, - ■ 

Which thro" its complicated ftru&nre fhine, 
In tuneful verfe, the vital current trace, 
Thro 7 all the windings of its mazy race. 
And tell how the rich purple tide beftows, 
Vigour, and kindly warmth where tfer it flow* ; 
By what contrivance of mechanic art » * 

The mufcles, motions to the limbs impart ; . 
How at th' imperial mind's irnpuMive nod, 
Th' obedient Jpirits thro 1 the nervous road 
Find thro' their fib'rous cells the ready way, 
And the high dictates of the will obey ; 
From how exa& and delicate a frame, 
v The channeird bones their nimble action claim ; 
With how much depths and Cubtittty of thought 
The curious fcrgan of the «ye is wrought ; > . 
How from the brain their root the -nerves derive, •. 
And fenfe to ev'ry diftant member give. 

Th' extenfive knowledge you of men etyQy* . 
You to a double ufe of man employ ; 
Nor to the body, is your A^^nMbi'di ./ \i.ij .; S 
Of error's' wOrftdife*fe :ytajAJfti\tktiaiift4« /> !•:■*.' \ 

■ .->.'. . . j a -s- • ; ; ..- ■. .~< -i. 
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No longer mall the hardy atheift pratfe 
Lucretius* piercing wit, and philofophic lays ; 
Bat by your lines convine'd, and charm'd at once, 
His impious tenets fiiaH at length renounce, 
At length to truth and eloquence fliall yieM, 
Confefs himfelf fubdu'd, and wifely quit the field. : 






John Hughes* 

WILLIAM Duneomb, efq; has obliged 
the wortd with an entire edition of mis 
author's poetical and profe works, to which' he has 1 
prefixed fame account of his. life, written* with can* 
dour and tpirit* ' 'Upon his authority we chiefly 
build the following narration ; in which we fhall 
endeavour to do as much juitice aspolEbte to thfe 
memory of this excellent poet. 

Our author was the fon of a worthy citizen of 
London, and born at Marlborough in the county of 
Wilts, on the aoth of January 1677; but. received 
the sentiments of his learning at private fchools in 
London. 

In the carlieft years of his-youth, he applied him- 
felf with ardoa* to the purfuit of the" fifteY arts, 
poetry, drawing and nvtmc, in each of which by 
turns, he made a confiderable prpgrefs ; but for the 
moft past pwfued <ke& and otter poBte ftudies, 
only as agreeable amafcaients, ' under frequent con- 
C 2 finement 
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fioement from indifpofition, and a valetudinary 
Hate of health. He had fome time an employment 
i 1 the office of ordinance ; and was fecretary to 
two or three commiffioners under the great-feal, 
for purchafing lands for the better iecoring the 
docks and harbours at Portfinouth, Chatham, and 
Harwich. 

In the year 1717 the lord chancellor Cowper, (to 
whom Mr. Hughes was then but lately known) was 
pleafed, without any previous follicitation, to make 
him his fecretary for the commiffions of tbe peace, 
aad to difBnguifh him with fingular marks of his 
fdv^u* and affeftion : And upon his lordihip's laying 
down the great-feal, he was at his particular re- 
commendation, and with the ready concurrence of 
his fucceffbr, continued in the fame employment 
under the earl of Macclesfield. 

He held. this place to the time of his deceafe, 
which happened on the 17th of February 1719, 
the very night in which his tragedy, entitled (he 
Si^ge qf Damafcus, was firft a&ed at the Theatre- 
Roy al -in ,Drury~Lane. 

He ■ was cot off by a confumption, after a 
painful life, at the age 0^42, when he had juft 
arrived at an agreeable competence, and advancing 
in fame^md fortune... So ju&.is the beautiful re- 
flexion of Milton in his Lycjda* ; 
'■ o «' » ' . » */ •' 

, xFame is the. fpajy that the clear fpirit doth raife, 

} .(Xhax lafl infirmity of noble mind) 
', To /corn delights, and live laborious days ; . 
But the fair guerdon, when we hope .to find. 
And think to burft out into fudden blaze, 
.- Comes tho blind fury with th' abhorred (hears, 
\.l" And flits the thm-fpun life. 

.He ( wa&|niivatelyi buried «* ** vauk under the 
cfianse} of ^. A*wlf*w> phufth in Haibom. • . 

r . Mr. 
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Mr. Hughes, as a teftimony of gratitude to his 
noble friend, and generous patron, earl Cowper, 
gave his lordfhip a few weeks before he died, his 
picture drawn by Sir Godfrey Knell er, which he 
himfelf had received from that mafterly painter. 
The value lord Cowper fet upon it will be berf 
(hewn, by the letter he wrote upon this occafion 
to Mr. Hughes. As fuch a teftimony from fo 
eminent a perfon, was couriered by himfelf as 
one of the higheft honours he was capable of re- 
cetving, we (hall therefore infert it 

24th Jan. 1 71 9 20. 
•SIR, 

* I thank you for the moft acceptable prefent 

* of yonr picture, and allure you that none of this 

* age can fet a higher value on it than J do, and 

* (hall while I live, tho' I am fenfible posterity will 
4 out-do me in that particular.* 

I am with the greateftefleem, 
and fineeritjr 
Your moft affectionate, and 
obliged humble fervant 

COWPER. 

Mr. Hughes was happy in the acquaintance and 
friendfhip of feveral of the greateft men, and raoft 
diftingoilhed genius's of the age in which he lived ; 
particularly of the nobleman juft now mentioned, 
the prefent lord bifliop of Winchefter, lord chief 
baron Gilbert, Sir Godfrey Kneller, Mr Congreve, 
Mr. Addifon, Sir Richard Steele, Mr. Southern, 
Mr. Rowe, &c. and might have juftly boafted in 
• the words of Horace , 



me 



Cam magnis vixifle, invita fatebitu * uique 
Invidia> 

C 3 Having 
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Having given this fhort account of his life, which 
perhaps is all that is preferred any where concerning 
him ; we fhall now confider him, firft, as a poet, 
and then as a profe writer. 

. The Triumph of Peace was the earlieft poem he 
wrote of any length, that appeared in public. It was 
written on occaiion of the peace of Ryfwick, and 
printed in the year 1677. A learned gentleman at 
Cambridge, in a letter to a friend of Mr. Hughes's, 
dated the 28th of February 1697-8, gives the fol- 
lowing account of the favourable reception this 
pcem met with there, upon its firft publication. 

* Lthink.1 nqvcr heard a poem read wkh fo much 
' admiration, as the Triumph of Peace was by our 
' bed critics here , nor a greater character given to 

* a young peer, at his firft appearing ; no, not even 

* to Mr. Congreve himfelf. So nobly elevated are 

* his thoughts, his numbers fo harmonious, and his 
« turns fo fine and delicate, that we cry out with 

* Tully, on a like occafion, 

« Noftrae fpes altera Jtotife f * 

The Court of Neptune, was written on king 
William's return from Holland, two years after the 
peace, in 1699. This Poem was admired for the 
verification, however, the mufical flow of the 
numbers is its leaft praifc ; it rather deferves to 
be valued for the propriety, and boldnefs of the 
figures and metaphors, and the machinery. 

The following lines have been juftly quoted as en 
inftance of the author's happy choice of metaphors. 

As when the golden god, who rules the dayi 
Prives down his flaming chariot to the fea, 
And leaves the nations here, involved in night, 
To dillaot regions he transports bis light * 
So William's rays by turns, two nations cheer, 
And when he fets to them, he rites here. 

A 
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A friend of Mr. Hughes's foon after the publica- 
tion of this poem, complimented him upon the 
choice of his fubjeft, ana for the mora! fentiments 
contained in it. * I am fare (fays he N virtue is 

* moft for the intereft of mankind ; and fliofe poets 

* hare ever obtained the moft honour in the world, 

* who have made that the end and defign of their 

* works. A wanton Sappho, or Anacreon, among 
' the ancients, never had the fame applaufe, as a 

* Pindar, or Alexis ; nor in the judgment of 

* Horace did they deferve it... In the opinion of all 
« pofterity, a lewd and debauch'd Ovid, did juftly 
*' fubmit to the worth of a Virgil ; and, in future 

* ages, a Dry den will never be compared to Milton, 

* In all times, and in all places of the world, the 
« moral poets have been ever the greateft ; and a* 

* much iuperior to others in wit, as in virtue. Nor 

* does this feem difficult to be accounted for, fwc« 

* the dignity of their fubjedts naturally raifed their 

* ideas, and gave a grandeur to their fentiments.* 

The Houfc of Nkffau, a Pindaric Ode (printed 
in 1702) was occafioned by the death of king 
William. * In Pindaric and Lyric Poetry (fays 
1 Mr. Duncomb) our author's genius mines in its 

* full luftre. Tho' he enjoyed all that fire of ima- 

* gination, and divine enthufiafm, for which feme 
4 of the ancient- poets are fo defervedly admired* 

* yet did his fancy never run away with his reafon, 

* but was always guided by fuperior judgment ; and 

* the mufic of his verfe is exquifite*' 

The Tranflation of the third Ode of the third 
Book of Horace, and the Paraphrafe of the twenty - 
fecond Ode, of the firft book, were both written. 
when he was very younjj ; and the latter of them; 
was his firft: poetical* Effay, which appeared in 

Eint. Mr. Hughes, in a private' letter fcn.t to one of 
s friends, gives it as his opinion, that the Odes of 
C 4 Horace* 
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Horace, are fitter to be paraphrased, than tranf- 
lated. 

The Tenth Book of Lucan, was tranflated by 
Mr. Hughes, long before Mr. Rowe undertook that 
author. The occaiion of it was. this : Mr. Tonfon 
the bookfeller, follicited a translation of Lucan, 
by feveral hands. Mr. Hughes performed his part, 
but others failing in their promiles, the defign was 
dropp'd ; and Mr. Rowe was afterwards prevailed 
upon to undertake the whole, which he performed 
with great fuccefs. 

In the year 1709 Mr. Hughes obliged the pub- 
lick, with an elegant translation of Moliere's cele- 
brated Comedy, . the Mifantrope. This has 
been fince reprinted, with the other plays of that 
admirable author, tranfated by Mr. Ozell; but 
care is taken to diftinguifh this particular play. 

In the year 1712 his Ope! a of Calypfo and 
Telemackus, was performed at the Queen's Theatre 
in the Hay-Market. Perhaps it may be worth 
while to mention here, one circumftance, concerning 
this Opera, as, it relates to the Hiftofy of Mufic 
in England, and difcovers the great partiality 
fliewn at that time to Opera's performed in Italian. 
After many fuch had been encouraged by large 
fubferiptions, this, originally written, and fet in 
Englifh, after the Italian manner, was prepared 
with the ufual expence of fcenes and decorations ; 
and being much crowded and applauded at the 
rehearfals, a fubfeription was cbtained for it as 
ufual. 

This alarmed the whole Italian band, who, ap- 
prehending that their profeffion would fuffer 
thereby, procured an order from the duke of 
Shrew (bury, then lord chamberlain, the day be- 
fore the performing of this Opera, to take 
off the fubfeription for it* and to open the 
Jioufe at the lowed prices, or not at all. This was 
designed to fink it, tut failed of its end. It was per- 
formed, 
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formed, though under fuch great difcouragemcnt ; and 
was revived afterwards at the theatre in LincolnV 
Inn -Fields.^ Mr. Addifon, in the Spectator, Numb. 
405, fpeaking of the juft applaufe given this opera, 
by Signior Nicolini (who he fays was the greateft 
performer in dramatic mafic, that perhaps ever ap- 
peared upon a ftage) has thefe words, 

' The town is highly obliged to that excellent ar- 

* tlft, for having (hewn us the Italian mulic in its per- 

* fe&ion, as well as for that generous approbation he 

* gave to an Opera of our own country, in which Mr. 
' Galliard the compofer endeavoured to do juftice 

* to the beauty of the words, by following that 
' noble example which has been fet him by the 
4 greateft foreign inafters of that art.* 

The Ode to the Creator of the World, occafioned 
by the fragments of Orpheus, was printed in the 
year 171 3, at the particular inilance of Mr. Addifon; 
and is mentioned with applaufe in the Spectator. 
This, and the Extafy, (publiftied fince the death of 
the author) are juftly elteemed two of the nobleft 
Odes in our language. The feventh Stanza of the 
laft mentioned piece, is fb fublimely excellent, that 
it would be denying ourfelves, and our poetical 
readers, a pleafure not to tranferibe it. The whole 
of this Ode is beautifully heightened, ajid poetically 
conceived. It furnifiied a hint to a living Poet 
to write what he entitles the Excurfion, whicn tho v 
it has very great merit, yet falls infinitely fhort of 
this animated Ode of Mr. Hughes. 

After having reprefented the natural and artificial 
calamities to whicn man is doomed, he proceeds, , 



C 5 But 



Digitized by LjOOQLC 



34 The Lip I of 

But why do I delay my flight ? 
Or on fuch gloomy objects gaze ? ' 

I go to realms ferene, with ever-living light. 
Hafte, clouds and whirlwinds, hade a raptured bard 
to raife ; 
Mount roe fublime along the mining way, 
Where planets, in pure ftreams of wither driven. 
Swim thro' the blue expanfe of heav'n. 
And lo ! th' obfequious clouds and winds obey 1 
And lo ! again the nations downward fly ; 
And wide-ftretch'd kingdoms jjerifh from my eye-. ' 
Heav'n ! what bright vifions now anfe ! 
What opening worlds my raviih'd fenfe fur- 
prize ! ' 
I pafs werulian gulphs, and now behold 
New fofid globes ; their weight felf-ballanc'd* 
bear 
Unprop'd amidft the fiuid air, 
And all, arpnnd the central Sun, ineircling eddies, 
roll'd. 
Unequal in their courfe, fee they advance 

And form the planetary dance ! 
Here the pale Moon, whom the fame law* 
ordain 
l" obey the earth, and rule the main ; 
Here foots no more in fhadowy ftreaks appear ; 
' ' ' But lakes inftead, and groves of trees, 
The wand'ring mufe, transported fees, 
And their tall heads difcover'd mountains rear. ' 
; And. now ence more, I downward caft my figlit, 
. W hen lo i the earth,' a larger moon difplays, 
/; frarofF, amidft the heavlis, her filver face, 

And te her fifter moons by trims gives light * 
Her icas are fhadowy fpots, her land a milky 

white. 
• The author of* an Eflay on Critldfm, printed in 
the year 1728, informs us, that the lYagedy of 
Cato being brought upon the ftage in 1713 was 
•wing to Mr. Hughes. The circumftances recorded 

by 
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Vf tikis author are fo' remarkable,, that they deferve 
to be related ; and as they ferve to fliew the high 
opinion Mr. Addifon entertained of our authors, 
abilities as a Poet, I ihall therefore tranfcrihe 
Ms own words^— - 

4 It has beea often, faid fcv good judges, that 

* Cato was no proper fubjeft for a dramatic poem : 

* That the character Of a lloic philofopher, is in- 
1 confident with the hurry and tumult of a&ton, 

* and paflkras whkh are the foul of tragedy. That 

* the ingenious author mifcarried in the plan of his 

* work, but fupported it by the dignity, the purity, 

* the beauty, and juftnefs of the Sentiments. This 

* was fo much the opinion of Mr. Mavnwarkig, 
"• who was generally allowed to he the beA critic of 

* our time ; that he was againft bringing the play 

* upon the ftage, and it lav by unlnimed many 

* years. That it was play a at laft wfis owing; to> 

* Mr. Hughes. He had read the four ads which. 

* were finiflied, and really thought it would be of 

* fervite to the public, to have it reprefented at 
' the latter end of queen Anne"s reign* when the 

* fipirtt of liberty was likely to be loft. ^ .He eiu 

* deavoured to bfhig Mr. Addifon into his opinion, 

* which he did, and coafented it mould be a&ed if 

* Mr, Hughes would write the lafl acl; and he 
c offered him the fcenery for his ^E/lance, excu- 

* ftrrg his not fiaiftiing, it himielfi upon account of 
c fome other avocatioas. He prefsM Mr. Hughes to 

* do it fo eameftly, that he was prevailed upon* 

* and fef about it. fiat, a week after, feeing, Mr.* 

* Addifon again, with an intention to communi- 

* cate to him what he thought of it, ie was 
' agreeably furprized at his producing fome papers, 

* where near half of the aft was written by the, 

* author hlmfdf, who took fire at, the hint, that it i 
•would fee fervieekble ; and, upon a fecond re» t 
T fcxioti, went through with Ae fifth act/ not that 

C 6 » he 
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* he was diffident of Mr. Hughes's abilities ; bat 

* knowing that no man could have fo perfL-61 a 

* notion of his defign as himfelf, who had been 
' fo long, and fo carefully thinking of it. 1 was 

* told this by Mr. Hughes, and I tell it to (hew, 

* that it was not for the love-fcenes, that Mr. 
' Addifon confented to have his Tragedy a&ed, 

* but to fupport public fpirit; which in the opi- 

* nion of the author was then declining.* 

In the year 1720 the Siege of Damafcus was 
afted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, with 
univerfal applaufe. His prefent majefiy honoured 
it with his prefence, and die late queen difttnguifh- 
cd it with marks of favour. 

Mr. Hughes drew up the dedication of this 
Tragedy to the late. Earl Cowper, about ten days 
before he died. It is indeed furprifine, that he 
fhould be able to form a piece fo finely turned, 
and at fuch an hour ; when death was juft before 
him, and he was too weak to tranfcxibe it himfelf. 

Mr. Pope, In a letter to Kir. Hughes's brother* 
written foon after his death, in anfwer to one re? 
ceived from him, with the printed copy of the 
play, has the following pathetic paflage. » 

• I read over again your brother's play, wkh 
.• more concern and forrow, than I ever felt in the 

* reading any Tragedy . The real lofs of a good man 
4 may be called a diftrefs to the world, and ought 
4 to affeft us more, than any feigned diftrefs* how- 

• well drawn foever. I am glad of an occasion of. 
giving yon under my hand this teftimony, both, 
4 Sow excellent I think this work to be, and how 

# excellent I thought the author.'. 

It is generally allowed that the characters in this 
•lay are finely varied and diftinguifhed ; that the* 
Sentiments are juft, and well adapted to the .ch&-> 
rafters j that it abounds . with beautiful defcrijp-, 

1 tions, 
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lions, apt alluiions to the manners, and opinions 
of the times where the fcene is laid, and with 
noble morals ; that the di&ion is pare, unaffected, and 
fublime ;, and that the plot is conduced in a finr- 
ple and clear manner. 

Some critics have objected, that there is not a 
fufficient ground and foundation, for the diftrefs in 
the fourth and fifth acts. That Phoeyas only affifta 
the enemy to take Damascus a few days fooner, 
than it muft unavoidably have fallen into the 
hands of the Saracens by a capitulation, which was 
far from, dilhononrable. If Phocyas is guilty, his 
guilt muft confift in this only, that he performed 
the fame action from a fenfe of his own wrong, 
and to preferve the idol of his foul from violation, 
and death, which he might have performed lauda- 
bly, upon better principles. But this (fey they) 
feems not fufficient ground for thofe ftrotag and 
Itingiug reproaches he cafb upon himfelf, nor for 
Eudocia's rejecting him with to much feverity. It 
would have been a better, ground of diftrefs, con* 
fidering the frailty of humaji native, and the vk>i 
lent temptations he lay' under ? if he had been at 
laft preyailed upon to profefs himfelf a Mahome- 
tan .: For then hia remorfe, and fetf-condemnatiou, 
would have been natural, his pumihment juft, and 
the character of Eudoeia placed in a more amiable 
light. In anfwer to thefe objections, and in order to 
do juftice to the judgment of Mr, Hughes, we muft 
obierve, that he formed his play according to the 
plan here recommended : but, over-perfuaded by 
fpme friends, he altered it as it now ftands. 

When our author was but in the nineteenth year 
of his age, he wrote a Tragedy, entitled, Amalafont 
Queen of the Goths, which difplays a fertile genius, 
and a mafterly invention. . Befides thefe poetical 
productions Mr. Hughes is author of feyeral works 
m profe, particularly/ 

•..'*.•' Thf 
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The Advices from ,Parnaffiis, and the Poetics! 
Touchftone of Trajano Boccalini, translated by 
several hands, were printed in folio 1706. This 
tranflation was revifed and corre&ed, and the pre- 
face to it was written by Mr. Hughes. 

Fcntetielle's Dialogues of the Dead, traaflated 
by our author; wkh two original Dialogues, pub- 
lished in the year 1708. The greatelt part of this 
had lain by him for fix years. 

Fontanels DsfcourJe concerning the antieats,. 
and moderns, are printed with his conversations 
with a Lady, on the Plurality of Worlds, tranflated 
byGlanvOle* 

The Hklory of the Revolution* in Portugal, 
written intrench, by Monfieur L'Abb* do Vertor, 
was tranflated hy Mr. Hashes. 

The Tranflation of the Letters of Abelard and 
Heloife, was done by Mr. Hughes \ upon which 
Mr. Pooe has built Jus beautiful Epiftle ef Heloife to 
Abelara. 

. As Mr. Hughes was an occasional contributor to 
the Tatlcr*. Spectator, and Guardian, the reader 
perhaps may be curious ta know more particularly 
what (hare he had in those papers, which are fa 
juftly admired in all places in the werid> where 
tafte and genius have vifited. As it is the higher* 
honour to have had any concern in works like theft,. 
fo it would be moft injurious to the memory of 
t^is, ejcpeUent genius, not to paitkularifce hw fliate: 
in thorn. ' 

In the.Taderhewrit, . 

Vol, II. Numb. 64. A Letter fignedjoiiah' Coupler. 
Nutfib. 75. A Lettar againft Gameftert, 
figned William Twfty. 

.. • ?.■:..' -^j" -'■ *•■' - 1 ■ •' ". 

Mr. Tickell alludes to this Letter, Ah *4 Qtfp?. of 

Ytrfc* addrcfled (0 the Speflator, Vol. VILN°. 532^ 

From 
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From Felon Gamefters, the raw 'fquire is free* 
And Briton owes her refcuod oaks to thee. 

Namb. 1 1 3. The Inventor/ of a Beau. 

In the Spectator* 

Vol. I. Nuipb. 33. A Letter on the Art of impror* 
iag beauty. 
Numb. 53. A Second Letter on the fan* 

fubjea. 
Numb. 66. Two Letters concerning £nt 
bleeding. 

V0LII.Numb.91. The Hiftory of Hoaeria, cr 
the ftival Mother. 
Namb. 104. A Letter on Riding- Habits for 

Ladies. 
Numb* 141. Remarks on a Comedy, intidal 
the Lancaihtre-Wkchts. 

TToLIII. Numb, 210. On the immorality of the 
SouL 
Numb. 220. A Letter concerning expe- 
dients for Wit. 
Numb. ago. All* except the laft Letter. 
Namb. 231. A Letter on the awe of ap- 
. pearing before public afftmfcltes. 
Numb* 237. On Divine Providence. r 

Vol. IV# Numb. 2y2v A Letter oto the Eloquence!^ 
Tears, and faintingfits. 
Numb. 302. The Charader of Emilia, 
Numb. 31 1. A Letter from the Father of 
a great Fortune. 

Vol, y. Numb. 57. A ftdure 0? Virtue InTDifirefs* 
... . Vol. 
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Vol. VII. Numb. 525. On Conjugal Love. 

Numb. 537. On the Dignity of Human 

Nature. 
Numb. 541. Roles for Pronunciation and 
A&ion, chiefly colle&ed from Cicero. 

Vol. VII. Numb. 554. On the Improvement 
of the Genius, iUuftrated in the chara&ers of Lord 
Bacon, Mr. Boyle, Sir Ifaac Newton, and Leo- 
nardo da Vinci. We have not been able to 

learn, what papers in the Guardian were written 
by biro, befides Number 37, Vol. I. which con- " 
tains Remarks on the Tragedy of Othello. 

' In the year 1715 Mr. Hughes ptrblifhed a very 
accurate edition of the works of our famous poet 
Edmund Spenfer, in &e volumes* i2mo. to this edi- 
tion are prefixed the Life of Spenfer ; an Eflay on 
Allegorical poetry ; Remarks on the Fairy Queen ; 
on the Shepherd's Calendar, and other writings of 
Spenfer ; and a Glofiary explaining the Old and 
obsolete Words. 

In 1718 he publiflied a piece called Charon, or 
The Ferry-Boat, a Vifion. This, and Mr. WalftVs 
jEfculapius, or Hofpital of Fools, axe perhaps two 
of the fcneft dialogues we have in Englifh, as well 
as the moft lively imitations of Lucian. 

Sir Richard Steele, ia a paper called The Thea- 
tre, N°. 15. has paid a tribute to the memory of 
Mr. Hughes, with which as it illuftrates his ami* 
able character, we mall conclude his life. , 

'* I laft night (fays he) faw the Siege of Damaf- 

* cus, and had the mortification to hear this even- 
« ing that Mr. Hughes, the author of it, departed 
« this life within fome few hours after his play was 

* afted, with univerfalapplaufe/ This melancholy 

* cir- 
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4 circuinnance recalled into my thought a fpeech 
' in the tragedy, which very much afre&ed the. 

• whole audience, and was 'attended to with the 

• greater^ and moft folemn inftance of approbati- 

• on, and awful filence.' The incidents of the play 
plunge a heroic character into the laft extremity ; 
and he is admonilhed by a tyrant commander to 
cxpeft no mercy, nnleis he changes the Chriftian 
religion for the Mahometan. The words with 
which the Turkifh general makes his exit from 
his prifoner are, 

Farewel, and think of death. 

Upon which the captive breaks into the following 
foliloquy, 

Farewel ! and th:nk of death ! — was it not fo ? 
Do murtherers then, preach morality ? . 
. But how to think of what the living know not* 
And the dead cannot, or elfe may not tell ! . 
What art thou ? O thon great myfterious terror f 
The way to thee, we know; difeafes, famine, 
Sword, fire, and all thy ever open gates, 
That day and night (land ready to receive us. 
But what, beyond them ? who will draw that 

veil? 
Yet death's not there.— No, 'tis a point of 

time ; 
The verge 'twixt mqrtal, and immortal Being. 
It mocks our thought — —On this fide all is life ; 
And when we've reach'd it, in that very inftant, 

'Tis paft the thinking of O if it be 

The pangs, the throes, the agonizing ftruggle, 
When foul and body part, fore I have felt it ! 
And there's no more to fear. - 

« Tlie gentleman (continues Sir Richard) to whofe 
memory 1 devote this paper, may be the emulation 

of 
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ofmoreperfons of different jtalents, than any one 
I have ever known. His head, hand, or heart, 
was always employed in fomething worthy imita- 
tion ; his pencil, his bow (ft ring) or his pen, each 
of which he ufed in a mafterly manner, were |tU 
ways directed to raife, and entertain his own mind, 
or that of others, to a more chearful profecutioh * 
of what is noble and virtuous. Peace be with thy 
remains, thou amiable fpirit ? but I talk in the Ian • 
guage of our weaknefs, that is flown to the regi- 
ons' "of immortality, and relieved from - the aking 
engine and painful inftrument of anguiih and 
forrow, in which for many tedious years he panted 
with a lively hope for his prefent condition.' We 
fhall confign the trunk, in which he was fo long 
imprifoned, to common earth, with all that is due 
to the merit of its inhabitant *. 

* There ire fcreral copies of verfes written to the meftory 
of Mr. Hughes, prefhed to Mr. Duncomb's edition of his 
poems, ef which one fcyahdywho has withheld fcet was, / 
defcrves ^srtitaUr 4ift]fl6io* 
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Matthew Prior, Efq* 

THIS celebrated poet was the Ton of Mr. 
George Prior, citizen of London, who was 
by profeffion a Joiner. Our author was born in 
1064. His father dying when he was very young, 
left him to the care of an uncle, a Vintner near 
Charing- Crofs, who difcharged the trod that 
was repofed in him* with a tendernefs truly. pa- 
ternal, as Mr. Prior always acknowledged with 
the higheiL profeflion* of gratitude; He receive*! 

rt of his education at Weftminflcr fcatol, where 
difiinguiihed himfelf to great advantage, but 
was afterwards taken home by his uncle in order 
to be bred up to his trade. Notwithitanding this 
mean employment; to which Mr. Prior feemed now, 
doomed, yet at his leifure hours he profocated hi* 
ftudy of the claffics, and efpecially his rMrourjli 
Horace, by which means he was foon taken notice 
of, by the polite company, who reiorted to his 
uncle's houie. It happened one day, that the earl 
of Dorfet being at his Tavern, which he often fre^ 
qnented with leveral gentlemen of rank, the dif- 
courie turned upon the Odes of Horace; and 
the company being divided in their ft raiments a* 
bout a pafiage in that poet, one of the gentlemen 
(aid, I find we are not. like to agree in our. criti- 
cifms, but, if I am not sniftaken, there u a young 

fellow 



# 
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fellow in the houfe, who is able to fet us all 
right : upon which he named Prior, who was 
immediately lent for, and dcfired to give his opi- 
nion of Horace's meaning in the Ode under con* 
^deration; this he did with great modefty, and 
fo much to the fatisfa£Uon of the company, that 
the earl of Dorfet, from that moment, determined 
to remove h m from the ftation in which he was, 
to one more fuited to his genius ; and according- 
ly procured him to be fent to St. John's College 
in Cambridge,, where he took his degree in 1686, 
and afterwards became fellow of the College. 

During his residence in the univerfity, he con- 
tracted an intimate friendship with Charles Monta- 
gue, efq; afterwards earl of Hallrfax, in conjunc- 
tion with whom he wiote a very humorous piece, 
entitled The Hind and Panther tranfverfed to the 
ftory of the Country Moufe, and the City Moufe, 
printed 1687 in 410. in anfwer to Mr. Dryden's 
Hind and the Panther, publiftcd the year before. 

Upon the revolution Mr. Prior was brought 
to cotfrt by his great patron the earl of Dorfet, 

Swhofe mtereft ne was introduced to public em- 
>yment, and in the year 1690 was made fe- 
cretary to the earl of Berkley, plenipotentiary to . 
King William and Queen Mary at the Congrefs 
at the Hague. 

In this ftation he acquitted himfelf fo well, that 
he was afterwards appointed fecretary to the ear! s 
of Pembroke, and Jeriey, and Sir Joieoh William- 
fon, ambafladors, and plenipotentiaries, at the 
treaty of Ryfwick 1697, as he waslikewife in 1699 
to the earl of Portland, ambaflador to the court of 
France. While he was m that kingdom, one of 
the officers of the French King's houfhold, (hew- 
ing him the royal apartments, and curiofities at 
• . / Vcrfaffles, 
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Verfailks, efpecially the painting* of Lc Bran, 
wherein the victories of Lewis XIV. are describ- 
ed, afked him, whether King William's a&ions are 
to be feen in his palace ? * No Sir, replied Mr. 
* Prior, the monuments of my matter's a&ions are 
' to be feen every where, bat in his own houfe.* 

In the year 1697 Mr. Prior was made fecre- 
tary of ftate for Ireland, and in 1 700 was ere* 
ated matter of arts by Mandamus, and appointed 
one of the lords commiwoners of trade and plan* 
tat ions, upon the refignation of Mr. Locke. He 
was alfo Member of Parliament for Eaft-Grinftead in 
Suffex. In 1710 he was fuppofed to have had a 
fhare in writing the Examiner, and particularly a* 
Criticifm in it upon a Poem of Dr. Garth to the 
earl of Godolphin, taken notice of in the life of 
Garth. 

About this time, when Godolphin was defeat- 
ed by Oxford, and the Tories who had long] 
been eclipfed by the luftre of Marlborough, 
began again - to hold up their heads, Mr. Prior 
and Dr. Garth efpoufed oppofue interefts ; 
Mr. Prior wrote for, and Garth againft the court. 
The Dr. was fo far honeft, that he did not defert 
his patron in diftrefs; and notwithstanding the cloud 
which then hung upon the party, he addreffed verfes 
to him, which, however they may fail in the poetry, 
bear Itrong the marks of gratitude, and honour. 

While Mr. Prior was thus . very early initi- 
ated in public bufmefs, and continued in the hur- 
ry of affairs for many years, it muft appear not a' 
little furprizing, that he mould find fumcient op- 
portunities to cultivate his poetical talents, to the 
amazing heighth he raifed them. In his preface 
to his poems,. he fays, . that poetry was only the 
product of his leifureh^ars » that hehadcommtafly' 
Wtfttfs OHMigh upon his hands, and, as he mo- 

deftly 
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deftly adds, was only a poet by accident ; bat we 
siuft take the liberty of differing from him in the 
htft particular, for Mr. Prior feems to have received 
from the mutes, at his nativity, all the graces they* 
could well beftow on their greateft favourite. 

We muft not omit one inftance in Mr. Prior's 
eonduft; which will appear very rematkable : he 
was chofen a member of that Parliament which 
impeached the Partition Treaty, to which he him- 
felf had been fecretary ; and though his mare in 
that tranfa&ion was confequently very confidera- 
ble, yet he joined in the impeachment upon an 
honeft principle of conviction, that exceptionable 
measures attended it. . 

The lord Bolingbroke, who, notwithstanding ma- 
ny exceptions made both to his conduit, and/enti- 
ments in other inffcances> yet muft be allowed to be 
an accomplifhed judge of fine talents, entertained, 
the higheft efteem for Mr. Prior, on account of his j 
mining abilities. This noble lorc\, in a letter dated 
September io» 1712* addrefled to Mr. Prior, while 
he was the Queen's minifter, and plenipotentiary 
at the court of France, pays him the following 
compliment; * For God's fake, Matt, hide the nak-. 
« ednefs of thy country, and give the beft turn 
' thy fertile brain will furoiih thee with, to the 

* blunders of thy cpuntrymen, who are not much. 
' better politicians, than the French are poets.' 
His lordfhip thus concludes his epiftle j * It is near 

* three o' clock in the .morning, I 'have been hard 1 - 
*. at wtirkall day, and am not yet enough reco- 

* vered to bear much fatigue ; excufe there/ore the 
'■ confufednefs of this fcroll, which is only front 
y Harry to Matt, and not from the fecrettry to 
': the miniiter. Adieu, my pen is realty ce drop 
« <«.<tf my hand, it bt^actttfiretf'o'Moek in 
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* tbe morning » believe that no mat love* yofc bet* ' 
4 tar? or is more faithfully yoars, &c. 

'BOLINGBROKE/ 

There are feveral other letters from Soliagbroka 
to Prior, which, were it neceflary, we might infert 
as evidences of bis efteem Ibr hkn $ but Mr. Prior 
was in every rcfpe& fo great a man, that the 
eiteem even of lord Bolingbroke cannot add much 
to the loftre of his reputation, both as a ftatefman, 
and a poet. Mr. Prior ii reprefented by thofe who 
knew, and hare wrote concerning him, as a gen* 
-deoum; who united the elegance and politenefi 
of a court, with the fcholar, and the man of ge4 
nius. This reprefentation, in general, may bejuft, 
yet it holds aim oft invariably true, that they who 
have rifen from low life, ftill retain fome traces of 
their original. No cultivation, no genius, kfeems f 
is able entirely to furmount this : There was one 
particular kt which Mr. Prior verified the old pro- 
verb: 

The fame wonyan whocouM charm the 'waiter 
ia a tavern, ftill Maintained her dominion over 
the cmbaflador at France. The Chloe of Prior, 
it foems, was a woman in this ftation of life ; but 
he -never forfook her in- the heighth of his re-' 
{Mitation. Hence we may obferve, that affocia- 
tions with women are the moft laftmg of al£- 
and that when an eminent ftatfonraifes a man' 
above many other a€t»of condefcemfion, a- WfftrefsJ 
will maintain her influence, charm away the pride 
ef greatneis, and make the hero who fights, and. 
She patriot who fpoaks, for the liberty of )ijs coun- 
try* a flave to her. One would imagine" however, 
that this woman, who was a Butcher's wife, rnuft 
either have beterfvety hanjfeine -, \ Or iftave Jhad fbnte- 
thing about her fuperior^t©' peypfle ^P her rr An4c: 
Wa « feems the cafe was otherwife, and no better 

reafon 
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reafon can be given for Mr. Prior's attachment to 
her, but that ihe was bis tafte. Her hulband fuf- 
fcred their intrigue to go on unmolested ; for he 
was proud even of fuch a connexion as this, with 
fo great a man as Prior * a lingular inftance of 
gpod nature. 

• In the year 1715 Mr. Prior was recalled from 
France, and upon his arrival was taken up by a 
warrant from the Houfe of Commons ; (hortly af- 
ter which, he underwent a very drift examination 
by a Committee, of the Privy Council. His poli- 
tical friend,, lord Bolingbroke, foreseeing a ftorm, 
took (helter in France, and fecured Harry, bit left 
poor Matt, in the lurch. 

On the 10th of June Robert Walpole, efq; mov- 
ed the Houfe againft him, and on the 17th Mr. 
Prior was ordered into clofe cuftody, and no per- 
fon was, admitted to fee him without leave from 
the Speaker. For the. particulars of this procedure 
of the Parliament, both againft Mr. Prior, and 
many others concerned in the public tranfa&ions 
of the preceding reign* we refer to the hiftories of 
that time. In the year 171 7 an A& of Grace was 
patted in favour of thofe who had oppofed the Hano- 
verian fucceflion, as well as thofe who had been in o- 
pen rebellion, but Mr. Prior was excepted out of it . 
At the clofe of this year, however, he was dis- 
charged from his confinement,, and retired to fpend 
the refidue of his days at Dowtihall in Effex. • 

The (evere ufage which Mr. Prior met with* per- 
haps was the occafion of the following beautiful 
lines, addrened to his Chloe ; 

From public noife, and f a&ious ftrife, 
From ajl the bufy iils : of life. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PRIOR* - 49 

Take me, my Chloe, to thy breaft $ 
And lull my wearied foul to reft : 
For ever, in this humble cell, 
Let thee and I, my fair one, dwell ; 
None enter elfe, but Love— —and he 
Shall bar the door, and keep the key* 

To painted roofs, and mining fpire$ 
(Uneasy feats of high defires) 
Let the unthinking many croud, 
That dare be covetous, and proud ; 
In golden bondage let them wait. 
And barter happinefs for ftate : 
But oh ! my Chloe when thy fwain 
De$res to fee a court again ; 
May Heav'n around his deftin'd bead 
The choiceft of his curfes fhed , 
To fum up all the rage of fate, 
In the two things I dread, and hate, > 
May'ft thou be falfe, and I be great. 



} 



In July 1 721, within two months of his death, 
Mr. Prior publiftied the following beautiful little 
tale on the fallhood of mankind, entitled The Con* 
verfation, and applied it to the truth, honour, and 
juftice of his grace the duke of Dorfet. 

The CONVERSATION, A Tale. 

It always has been thought difcreet 

To know the company you meet; 

And fure, there may be fecret danger 

In talking much before a Granger. 

Agreed : what then ? then drink your ale ; ■ 

Pa pledge you, and repeat my tale. 

No matter where the fcene is fix'd, 
The perfons were but odly mix'd/ 

Vol- IV. N?. 16. I> When 
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When fober Damon thus began : 
(And Damon is a clever man) 

I now grow old ; but ftill from youth, 
Have held for modefty and truth, 
The men, who by thefe fea-marks fleer, 
In life's great voyage, never err; 
Upon this point I dare defy . 
The world t I paufe for a reply* 

Sir, either is a good affiftant, 
Said one, who fat a little diftant : 

. Truth decks our fpeethes, and our books, 
- And modefty adorns our looks : 
But farther progrefs we muft take; 
Not only born to look and fpeak, 
The man muft aft. The Stagy rite 
Says thus, and fays extremely right : 
Strict juftice is the fovereign guide, 
That o'er our actions (hould prefide ; 
This queen of virtue is confefs'd 
To regulate and bind the reft. 
Thrice happy, if you can but find 
frier equal balance poife your mind : 

" All different graces foon will enter, 
jjike. lines concurrent jx> their center, M 

'Twas thus, in fhort, thefe two went on. 
With yea and nay, and pro and con, 
Thro' many points divinely dark, 
And Waterland affaulting Clarke ; 
'Till, in theology half loft, 
Damon took up the EveningrPoft ; 
Confounded Spain, compos'd the North, 
And deep in politics held forth. 

Mcthinks, we're in the like condition, 
As a* the treaty of partition ; 



Thai 
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That ftroke, for all King William'* care, 

Begat another tedious war. 

Matthew, who knew the whole intrigue, 

Ne'er much approved that myftic league ; 

In the vile Utrecht treaty too, 

Poor man ! he found enough to do. 

Sometimes to me he did apply ; 

But downright D unliable was I, 

And told him where they were miftaken, 

And counfelPd him to fave his bacon : 

But (pafs his politics and profe) 

I never herded with his foes ; 

Nay, in his verfes, as a friend, 

J ilill found fomething to commend. 

Sir, I excus'd his Nut-brown maid ; 

Whate'er feverer critics faid : 

Too far, I own, the girl was try'd : 

The women all were on my fide. 

For Alma I return'd him thanks, 

I likjd her with her little pranks ; 

Indeed, poor Solomon, in rhime, 

Was much too grave to be fublime. 

Pindar and Damon fcorn tranfition, 

So on he ran a new diviiion ; 

'Till, out of breath, he turn'd to fpit : 

(Chance often helps us more than wit) 

T'other that lucky moment took, 

Juft nick'd the time, broke in, and fpoke : 

Of all .the gifts the gods afford 
(If we may take old Tully's word) 
The greateft is a friend, whofe love 
Knows how to' praife, and when reprove ; 
From fuch a treafure never part, 
But nang the jewel on your heart : 
And pray, fir (it delights me) tell ; 
You know this author mighty well- 
Know him 1 d'ye queftion it ? ods fi£h ! 
Sir, does a beggar know his difh i 

D* Ilov'd 
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J lov'd him, as I told you, I 

Advis'd him — here a ftander-by 
• Twitch'd Damon gently by the cloke, 
. And thus unwilling filence broke : 

Damon, 'tis time we ihould retire, 

The man you talfc with is Matt. Prior. 

Patron, thro' life, and from thy birth my friend, 
Dorfet, to thee this fable let me fend : 
With Damon's lightnefs weigh thy folid worth ; 
The foil is known to fet the diamond forth : 
Let the feign'd tale this real moral give, 
How many Damons, hpw few -Dorfets live \ 

Mr. Prior, after the fatigue of a length of years 
paft in various fervices of a&iop, was defirous of 
fpending the remainder' of bis days in rural tran- 
quility, which the greateft men of all ages have 
been fond of enjoying : he was fo happy as .to 
fucceed in his wifh, living a very retired, and con- 
templative life, at Downhall in Eflex, and found, 
as he expreffed himfelf, a more folid, and innocent 
fatisfa&ion among woods, and meadows, than he 
had enjoyed in th« hurry, and tumults of the 
world, the courts^of Princes, or the conducing fo* 
reign negotiations $ and where as he melodiouily 
fings, 

The remnant of his days he fafely paft, 
Nor found they lagg'd too flow,npr flew too faft $ 
He made his wifh with his eftate comply, 
Joyful $o live, yet not afraid to die. 

This great man died on the 1 8th of September, 
1 72 1, at Wimple in Cambridgftiire, the feat of 
the earl of Oxford, with whofe friendship he 
had been honoured for fome years. The death 
of fo diftinguifced a perfon was juftly eiteexnei 

an 
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an irreparable lofs to the polite world, and 
his memory will be ever dear to thofe, who have 
any relifh for the mufes in their fofter charms. 
Some of the latter part of his life was employed 
in collecting materials for an Hiftory of the Tran- 
sactions of his own Times, but his death unfortu- 
nately deprived the world of what the touches of fo 
mafterly a hand, would have made exceeding va-" 
luable. 

Mr. Prior, by the Suffrage of all men of tafte, 
holds the firft rank in poetry, for the delicacy of 
his numbers, the wittinefs of his turns, the acute- 
neSs„ of his remarks, and, in one performance, for 
the amazing force of his Sentiments. The ftile of 
olir author is likewife fo pure, that our language 
knows no higher authority, and there is an air of 
original in his minuteft performances. 

ft would be Superfluous to give any detail of his 
poems, they are in the hands of all who love 
poetry, and have been as often admired, as read. 
The performance however, for which he is mob 
diftinguifhed, is his Solomon ; a Poem in three 
Books, the firft on. Knowledge, the Second on 
Pleafure, and the third on Power. We know 
few poems to which this is Second, and it juftly 
cftablifhed his reputation as one of the beft wri« 
ters of his age. 

This Sublime work begins thus, 

Ye Sons of men, with juft regard attend, 
Obferve the preacher, and believe the friend, 
WhoSe Serious muSe inSpires him to explain, 
That all we aft, and all we think is vain : . 
That in this pilgrimage of feventy years, 
O'er rocks of perils, and thro* vales of tears 
Deftin'd to march* our doubtful fteps we tend, 
Tir'd of the toil, yet fearful of its end : 

D 3 That 
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That from the wotab, we take our fatal Jftaretf* 
Of follies, fafhions, labours, tumults, cares ; 
And at approach of death fhall only know, "T 
The truths which from thefe pcnfive numbers I 
Sow, r 

That we purfuc falfe joy, and fuffer real woe. > 

After an enquiry into, and an excellent de- 
fcription of the various operations, and effie&s of 
, nature, thefyftem of the heaven.', &c. and not be- 
ing fully informed of them, the firft Book con- 
cludes, 

How narrow limits were to wifdom given ? 
Earth fhe furveys j fhe thence would meafure 

Heav'n : 
Thro 1 mills obfcure, now wings her tedious way; 
Now wanders dazl'd, with too bright a day ; 
And from the fummit of a pathlefs coaft 
Sees infinite, and in that fight is loft. 

In the fecohd Book the uncertainty, difappoint- 
ment, and vexation' attending pleafure in ge- 
neral, are admirably defcribed ; and in the cha- 
racter of Solomon is fufficiently (hewn, that no- 
thing debafes majefty, or indeed any man, more 
than ungovernable paflion. 

When thus the gathering ftorms of wretched love 
In my fwoln bofom, with long war had drove ; 
At length they broke their bounds; at length 

their force 
Bore down whatever met its flronger courfe : 
Laid all the civil bounds of manhood wafle, 
And fcatter'd ruin, as the torrent pall. 

The third Book treats particularly of the trou- 
ble and inftability of greatnefs and power, confi- 

ders 
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Acts man through the feveral ftages and conditi- 
ons of life, and has excellent reafoning upon life 
. and death. On the laft are thefe lines ; 

Cure of the raifer s wHh, and cowards fear, 
Death only (hews us, what we knew was near. 
With courage therefore view the 'pointed hour ; 
Dread not death's anger, but expect its power ; 
Nor nature's laws, with fruitlefs forrow mourn ; 
But die, O mortal man ! for thou waft born. 

The poet has likewife thefe fimilies on life ; 

* As fmoke that rifes from the kindling fires 
Is feen this moment; and the next expires : + 
As empty clouds by rifing winds are toil, 
Their fleetiqg forms no taoner found than loft : 
So vanifhes our ftale ; fo pais our -days $ 
So life but opens now, and now decays ; 
The cradle, and the tomb, alas ! fo nigh ; 
To live ;s fcaree diftinguilked from to die. 

We fhall conclude this account of Mr. Prior's life 
with the following copy of verfes, written on his 
Death by Robert Ingram, efq; which is a very fuc- 
cefsful imitation of Mr. Prior's manner. 

. 1. 

Mat. Prior ! — (and we muft fubmit) 

Is at his journey's end # 
In whom the world has loft a wit, 

And I, what's more, a friend, 

2. 

Who vainly hopes long here to flay, 

May fee with weeping eyes ; \ 

Not only nature polls away, 
But e'en good nature dies I 

D 4 3*. Should 
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3- 
Should graye ones count thefe praifes light, 

To fuch it may be faid : 
A man, in this lamented wight, 

Of bufinefs too is dead. 

4- 
From anceflors, as might a fool ! 

He trac'd no high- fetch'd item ; 
But glorioufly revers'd the rule, 

By dignifying them. 

5- 

* O ? gentle Cambridge f fadly fay, 
"Why fates are fo unkind 
To (hatch thy giant fons away} 
Whilit pigmies flay behind ? 

6. 

Horace and he were calPd, in hafte, 
From this vile earth to heav'n ; 

The cruel year not fully paft, 
iEtatis, fifty feven. 

7- 
So, on the tops of Lebanon, 

Tall cedars felt the fword, 
To grace, by care of Solomon, 

The temple of the Lord. 

A tomb amidft the learned may 

The weflcrn abbey give ! 
Like theirs, his afhes muft decay, 

Like theirs, his fame (hall live. 
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Clofe, carver, by fome well cot books, 

Let a thin bufto tell, 
In foite of plump and pamper'd looks, 

How fcantly fenfe can dwell ( 

10 - 
No epitaph of tedious length 

Should overcharge the ftone ; 
Since loftieft verfe would lofe its ftrength, 

In mentioning his own. 

it. 

At once f and not verbofely tame, 

Some brave Laconic pen 
Should fmartly touch his ample name, 

In form of— O rare Ben I 
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Mrs. Susanna Centlivre. 

THIS lady was daughter of one Mr. Free- 
man, of Holbeack in Lincolnfhire. There 
was formerly an eftate in the family of l\er fa- 
ther, but being a DiiTenter, and a zealous parlia- 
mentarian, he was fo very much perfecuted at the 
reftoration, that he was laid under a neceflity to 
fly into Ireland, and his eftate was confifcated ; 
nor was the family of our authorefs's mother free 
from the feverity of thofe times, they being like- 
wife parliamentarians. Her education was in the 
country, and her father dying when fhe was x but 
three years of age, and her mother not living 'till 
/he was twelve, the improvements our poetefs made 
were merely by her own induflry and applica- 
tion. She was married before the age of fifteen, 
to a nephew of Sir Stephen Fox. This gentleman 
living with her but a year, flie afterwards married 
Mr. Carrol, an officer in the army, and furvived 
him likewife in the fpace of a year and a half. 
She afterwards^ married Mr. Jofeph Centlivre, 
yeoman of the "mouth- to his late Majefly. She . 
gave early difcoveries of a genius for poetry, and 
Mr. Jacob in his Lives of the Poets tells us, that 
fhe*compofed a fong before fhe was feven years 
old. She Is the author of fifteen plays; her ta- 
lent is comedy, particularly the contrivance of the 
£lptft/£R£^ncidents. Si? Richard Steele, in one 

of 
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t>{ his Tatlers, fpeaking of the Bufy Body, thus 
recommends it. * The plot, and incidents of the 
f play, are laid with that fubtilty, and fpirit, 

* , which is peculiar to females of wit, and is very 

* feldom well performed by thofe of the , other 
*■ fex, in whom craft in love is an aft of invention, 
4 and not as with women, the effeft of nature, 
« and inftincV. 

She died December i, 1723 £ the author of the 
Political State thus characterizes her. ' Mrs. Cent- 

* livre, from a mean parentage and education, 
4 after feveral gay adventures (over which we (hall 
' draw a veil) fhe had, at laft, fo well improved 

* her natural genius" by reading, and good con- 

* verfation, as to attempt to write for the flage, 

* in which fhe had as good 'fuccefs as any of her 

* fex before her. Her. firft dramatic performance 
4 was a Tragi-Comedy, called The Perjured Huf- 

* band, but the plays which gained her moil re- 
*. potation were, two Comedies, the Gamefter, and 

* the Bufy Body. She wrote alfo feveral copies of 
' verfes on divers fubje&s, and occafions, and raa- 
' ny ingenious letters, entitled Letters of Wit, Po- 

* litics, and Morality, which I collected, and pub- 

* limed about 21 years ago *.' 

Her dramatic works are, 

1. The Perjured Hufband, a Comedy 3 aftedat 
the Theatre r Royal 1 702, dedicated to the late Duke 
of Bedford. Scene Venice. 

2. The Beau's Duel, or a Soldier for the Ladies, 
a Comedy j a&ed'at the Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn* 
Fields, 1703 ; a Criticifm was written uppn^ thi* . 
play in the Poft- Angel for Auguft. 

* * Sfee Boyert Political State, vol* wvju f . 670. 

' ■ *' ■ * D6 %. The; 
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3. The Stolen Heirefs, or The Salamancha 
l>oclor Out-plotted; a Comedy ; a&ed at the The- 
atre in Lincoln*- Inn-Fields 1704. The fcene 

Palermo. 

4. The Gamefter, a Comedy; a&ed at the The- 
atre in Lincolns-Inn Fields 1704, dedicated to 
George Earl of Huntingdon. This play is an im- 
proved tranflation 'of one of the fame title in 
French. The prologue was written by Mr. Rowe. 

5. The Baffet Table, a Comedy ; afted at the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, dedicated to Ar- 
thur Lord Altham, 4to. 1 706. 

6. Love's Contrivance, or Le Medicin 1 Malgre 
lui ; a Comedy ; a&ed at Drury-Lane 1705, dedi- 
cated to the Earl of Dorfet. This is a tranflation 
from Moliere. 

7. Love at a Venture, a Comedy ; a&ed at 
Bach, 4to. 1706, dedicated to the Duke of 
Beaufort. 

8. The Bufy Body, acled at the Theatre- Royal 
1708, dedicated to Lord Somers. This play was 
adted with very great applaufe. 

9. Marplot, or the Second Part of the Bufy 
Body ; adled at the Theatre- Royal 1709, dedicat- 
ed to the Earl of Portland 

10. The Perplex'd Lover*, a Comedy ; acted at 
the Theatre-Royal^? io, dedicated to Sir Henry 
Furnace. -^^ 

11. The Platonic Lady, a Comedy; afted at 
the Theatre-Royal 1711. 

12. The 
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12. The Man's Bewitch'd, or The Devil to do 
about Her ; a Comedy ; a&ed at the Theatre in 
the Haymarket 1712, dedicated to the Duke of 
Devon fh ire. 

13. The Wonder, a Woman keeps a Secret, a 
Comedy ; acted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane. This play was acted with fuccefs. 

14. The -Cruel Gift, or The Royal Refentment* 
a Tragedy ; acted at the Theatre-Royal 1716, for 
the ftory of this play confult Sigifcnonda and 
Guifcarda, a Novel of fioccace. 

15. A Bold Stroke for a Wife, a Comedy j act. 
«d at the Theatre in Lincoln V Inn -Fields 1 7 1 7, de- 
dicated to the Duke of Wharton. Befides thefe 
plays Mrs. Centlivre has written three Farces $ 
Bickerftaft's Burying, or Work for the Upholders. 
The Gotham Election. A Wife well Managed. 
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Dr. Nicholas Brady, 

/ | A H I S rcvd. gentleman was fon of Nicho^ 
JT las Brady, an officer in the King's army, 
in the rebellion 1641, being lineally defcended 
from Hugh Brady, the firft Protectant bifhop of 
Meath *. He was born at Bandon in the county 
of Cork, on the 23th of O&ober 1659, and edu- 
* cated in that county till he was 12 years of age, 
when he was removed to Weftminfter fchool, and 
from thence elected ftudent of Chrift's Church, 
Oxford. After continuing there about four years, 
he went to Dublin, where his father refided, at 
which univerfity he immediately commenced ba- 
chelor of arts. When he was of due Handing, 
his Diploma for the degree pf doctor of divinity 
was, on account of his uncommon merit, prefented 
to him from that univerfity, while he was in Eng- 
land, and br ught over by Dr. Pratt, then fenior 
travelling- fellow, afterwards ppovoft of that col- 
lege. His firft ecclefiaftical preferment was to a pre- 
bend, in the Cathedral of St. Barry's in the city . 
of Cork, to which he was collated by biihop Wet- 
tenhal, to whom he was^domeftic chaplain. He 
was a zealous promoter of the revolution, and 
fufFered for it in confequence of his zeal. In 
1690, when the troubles broke out in Ireland, by 
his intereft with King Jamesjs general, Mac Carty, 

• Biograph, Brit. Art, Brady, 
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he thriee prevented the burning of Bandon town, 
*" after three feveral orders given by that Prince to 
deftroy it. The fame year, having been deputed 
by the people of Bandon, he went over to Eng- 
land to petition the Parliament, for a redrefs of 
ferae grievances they had fuffered, while King 
James was in Ireland. During his ftay here, and 
to the time of his death, he was in the highefc 
efteem among all ranks of perfons in this king- 
dom, for his eminent attachment to the true in- 
terest of his country. Having quitted his prefer-*' 
xnents in Ireland, he fettled in London, where he, 
being celebrated for his abilities in the pulpit, 
was elected minifter of St: Catherine- Cree Church r 
and leelurer of St. Michael's Woodftreet. He 
afterwards became minifter of-Richmond in Surry r 
and Stratford upon Avon in Warwickfhire, and 
at length, rector of Clapham in the county above- 
mentioned ; which laft, together with Richmond, 
lie held to the time of his death. He was alfo 
chaplain to the duke of Ormond's troop of Horfe- 
guards, as he was to their Majefties King William, 
and Queen Anne. Jfe died on the 20th of May 
1726, in the 67th year of his age, leaving be- 
hind him the reputation, of a good man ; he was 
of a in oft obliging, fweet, affable temper, a polite 
gentleman, an excellent^ preacher, and no incon- 
fidera,ble poet. 

His? compofixions. in poetry,are chjefly thefe, 

1. A New Veriion of the Pfalms of David, per- 
formed by him, in conjunction with Mr. Tate, 
foon after he fettled in London ; now fung in 
moft churches of England, and Ireland, inftead 
©f that obfolete and ridiculous Verfion made by 
Sfternlppjslt and Hopkins, in the reign of King 
SdwanTVI. As the 104th Pfalm is efteemed one 
pf the moft fublime in the whole book, we fhall 

prefent 
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prefent the reader with the two firft Parts of his 
# Verfion of that Pfalm as a fpecimen. There 
have not been lefs than forty different Verfions, 
and Paraphrafes of this Pfalm, by poets of very 
con fid era ble eminence,, who feem to have vied 
with one another for the fuperiority. Of all thefe 
attempts, if we may truft our own judgment, none 
have fucceeded fo happily as Mr. Blackclock, a 
young g ntleman now refident at Dumfries in 
Scotland. This Paraphrafe is the more extra- 
ordinary, as the author of it has been blind from 
his cradle, and now labours under that calamity; 
it carries in it fuch elevated (trains of poetry, 
fuch pidturefque defcriptions, and fuch a mel- 
lifluent flow of numbers, that we are perfuaded, 
the reader cannot be difpleafed at finding it inferted 
here. 

Dr. Brady alfo tranflated the JEncid of Virgil, 
which were publimed by fubfcription in four volumes 
o&avo, the laft of which came out in 1726, a 
little before the author's death. 

He alfo publifjied in his life* time three Volumes 
of Sermons in 8vo. each confiding of 14, all print- 
ed in London ; the nrft in 1 704, the fecond in 
1706, and the third in 1713. After the Dr's; 
death, his elded fon, who is now a clergyman, 
publimed three other Volumes of his father's Ser- 
mons, each alfo confiding of 14, printed in. Lon- 
don 1730, 8vo. Amongft his fermons there is one 
preached on St. Cecilia's day, in vindication of 
Church-mufic, firft printed in 1697, in 4to. 
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PSALM CIV. 

1 . T> LESS God, my foul ; thou, Lord alone, 
Jt3 Pofleffeft empire without bounds : 

With honour thou art crown'd, thy throne 
Eternal Majefty furrounds. 

2 With light thou doft thy felf enrobe, 
And glory for a garment take ; 

Heav'ri's curtain flretch'd beyond the globe, 
The canopy of ftate to make. 

3 God builds on liquid air, and forms 

H13 palace-chambers in the ikies : 
The clouds his chariots are, and floras 
The fwift-wing'd fteeds with which he Bits* 

4 As bright as flame, as fwift as wind 

His miniflera Heav'ns palace fill ; 
To have their fundry talks affign'd, 
All proud to ferve their Sovereign's will. 

5, 6 Earth on her center fix' d he fet, 
Her face with waters over fpread ; 
Not proudeft mountains dar'd as yet 
^ To lift above the waves their head ! 
- j But when thy awful face appeared, 

Th'infulting waves difpers'd; they fled 
When once thy thunder's voice they heard, 
And by their hafte confefs'd their dread* 

8 Thence up by fecret trafts they creep, 

And.gufhing from the mountain's fide, 
Thro* vallies travel to the deep; 
Appointed to receive their tide. 

9 There haft thou fix'd the ocean's mounds, 

The threatening furges to repel : 
That they no more o'erpafs their bounds, 
Nor to a fecond deluge fwell. 

% PART 
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PART II. 

ro Yet, thence in fmaller parties drawrf, 
The ilea recovers her loft hills : 
And flatting fprings from every lawn, 
Surprise the vales with plenteous rills. 

1 1 The fields tame beafts are thither led 

Weary with labour, faint with drought, 
And affes on wild mountains bred, 
Have fenfe to find thefe currents out. 

1 2 There fhady trees from fcorching beams, 

Yield fhelter to the feather'd throng : 
They drink, and to the bounteous ftreams 
Return the tribute of their fong. 

13 His rains from heav'n parch'd hills recruit, 

That foon tranfmrt the liquid ftore ; • 
'Till earth is burthen'd with her fruit, 
And nature's lap can hold no more. 

$4 Grafs for our cattle to devour, 

He makes the growth of every field : 
Herbs, for man's ufe, of various pow'r, 
That either food or phyfic yield. 
15 With clufter'd grapes he crowns the Vine 
To cheer man's heart opprefs'd with cares % 
Gives oil that makes his face to mine. 
And corn that wafted ftrength repairs* 
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PSALM CIV. imitated by THOMAS 
BLACKCLOCL 

Arife my foul ! on winjjs feraphic rife ! 

And praifc th' Almighty fov'reign of the ikies F 

In whom alone eflential glory fhines, 

Which not the Heav'n of Heav'ns, nor boundlef* 

fpacs confines I 
When darknefs rul'd with univerfal fway, . 
He fpoke, and kindled up the blaze of day ; 
Firft faireft offspring of th' omnific word ! 
Which like a garment cloath'd it's fove reign lord. 
He ftrecch'd the blue expanfe, from pole to pole, 
And fpread circumfluent aether round the whole. 
Of liquid air he bad the columns rife, 
Which prop the ftarry concave of the ikies. 
Soon as he bids, impetuous whirlwinds fly, 
To bear his founding chariot thro' the iky : 
Impetuous whirlwinds the command obey, 
Suftain his flight, and.fweep th* aerial way. 
Fraught with his mandates from the realms on 

high, 
Unnumbered hofts of radiant heralds fly ; 
From orb to orb, with progrefs unconfin'd, 
As lightn'ing fwift, refiftlefs as the wind. 
His word in air this pondr*ous ball fuftain*d. 
" Be fixt, he faid.'— And fix'd the ball remajn'd. 
Heav'n, air,andfea, tho' all their (lores combine, 
Shake not its bafe, nor break the law divine, 
At thy almighty voice, old ocean raves, 
Wakes all his force, and gathers all his waves ; 
Nature lies mantled in a watry robe, 
And ihorelefs ocean rolls around the globe $ 
O'er higheft hills, the higher furges rife, 
Mix with the clouds, and leave the vaulted ikies* 
But when in thunder, the rebuke was giv'n, 
That ihook th* eternal firmament of beav n, 

The 
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. The dread rebuke, the frighted waves obey. 
They fled, confus'd, along th* appointed way, 
Impetuous rufhing to the place decreed, 
Climb the fteep hill, and fweep the humble 

mead : 
And now relu&ant in their bounds fubfide ; 
Th' eternal bounds reflrain the raging tide : 
Yet ftill tumultuous with incefiant roar, 
It (hakes the caverns, and affaults the (hore. 
By him, from mountains, cloth'd in livid fnow, 
Thro' verdant vales, the mazy fountains flow. 
Here the wild horfe, unconfcious of the rein, 
That revels boundlefs, o'er the wide champaign, 
Imbibes the filver dream, with heat oppreft 
To cool the fervour of his glowing breaft. 
Here verdant boughs adorn'd with fummer's 

pride, 
Spread their broad Jhadows o'er the filver tide : 
While, gently perching on the leafy fpray, 
Each feather'd fongfter tunes his various lay : 
And while thy praife, they fymphonize around, 
Creation ecchoes to the grateful found. 
Wide o'er the heav*ns the various bow he bends. 
Its tindure brightens, and its arch extends : 
At the glad fign, aerial conduits flow, 
The hills relent, the meads rejoice below : 
By genial fervour, and prolific rain, 
Gay vegetation cloaths the fertile plain ; 
Nature profufely good, with blifs o'er-flows, * " 
And ftill (he's pregnant, tho' (he ftill bellows: 
Here verdant pafhires, far extended lie, 
And yield the grazing herd a rich fupply ! 
Luxuriant waving in the wanton air, 
Here golden grain rewards the peafant's care ! 
Here vines mature, in purple duller s glow, 
And heav'n above, difFufes heav'n below ! 
Ereft and tall, here mountain cedars rife, 
High o'er the clouds, and emulate the (kies I 

Here 
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Here the winged crowds, that flcim the air, 
\K ith artful toil, their little dams prepare, 
Here, hatch their young, and nurfe their rifing i 

care ! 
Up the (leep-hill afcends the nimble doe, 
While timid conies fcour the plains below ; 
Or in the pendent rocks elude the fcenting foe. 
He bade the filver majefty of night, 
Revolve her circle, and increaffe her light. 
But if one moment thou thy face fhould'ft hide, 
Thy glory clouded, or thy fmiles denied, 
Then widow'd nature veils her mournful eyes, 
And vents her grief, in univerfal cries ! 
Then gloomy death, with all his meagre train ; 
Wide o'er the nations fpreads his iron reign I 
Sea, earth, and air, the bounteous ravage mourn, 
And all their hofts to native duft return T 
Again thy glorious quickning influence fhed, 
The glad creation rears its drooping head : 
New rifing forms, thy potent fmiles obey, 
And life re-kindles at the genial ray ; 
United thanks replenish *d nature pays, 
And heaven and earth refound their Maker's 

praife. 

When time fhall in eternity be loft, 
And hoary nature languifh into duft, 
Forever young, thy glories fhall remain, 
Vaft as thy being, endlefs as thy reign ! 
Thou from the realms of everlafting day, 
UeVft ail thy works, at one immenfe furvey ! 
Pleas'd at one view, the whole to comprehend, 
Part joined to part, concurring to one end. 
It thou to earth, but turn' ft thy wrathful eyes t 
Her bafis trembles, and her offspring dies. 
Thou fmit'ft the hills, and at thV almighty blow, 
Their fummits kindle, and their entrails glow. 

While 
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While this immortal fpark of heav'nly flame, 
Diftends my bread, and animates my frame, 
To thee my ardent praifes (hall be born, 
On the firft breeze, that wakes the blufhing 

morn: 
The latefl flar fhall hear the pleating found, 
And nature, in full choir {hall join around I 
When full of thee, my foul excurfive flies, 
Thro' earth, air, ocean or thy regal fkies, 
From world, to world, ne\v. wonders flill I find I 
And all the Godhead- burfts upon my mind ! 
. When, Vring'd v, ith whirlwinds, vice fhall take 

her flight, 
To the wide bofom of eternal night, 
To thee my foul fhall endlefs praifes pay ; 
Join ! men and angels ! join th' exalted day ! 
Affign'd a province to each rolling fphere, 
And taught the fun to regulate the year. 
At his command wide hov'ring o'er the plain, 
Primaeval night refumes her gloomy reign. 
Then from their dens impatient of delay, 
The favage monfters bend their fpeedy way, 
Howl thro" the fpacious wafte a/id chafe 

frighted prey. 
Here walks the fhaggy monarch of the wood, 
Taught from thy providence to afk Bis food : 
To thee O Father ! to thy bounteous fkies, 
He rears his main, and rolls his glaring eyes. 
He roars, the defarts tremble wide around ! 
And repercufive hills repeat the found. 
Now purple gems, the eaftern fkies adorn, 
And joyful nature hails th' opening morn ; 
The rovers cbnfcious of approaching day, 
Fly to their fhelters, and forget their prey. 
Laborious man, with moderate flumber bleft, 
Springs chearful to his toil, from downy reft ; 
Till grateful ev'ning with her filver train, 
Bid labour ceafe, and eafe the weary fwain I 
Hail, fovereign Goodnefs ! All productive mind ! 
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On all thy works, thyfelf infcribed we find J 

How various all ! how varioufly endow'd ! 

How great their number! and each part how 

good ! 
JHow perfect then muft the great parent fhine ! 
Who with one aft of energy divine, 
Laid the vail plan, and fininYd the defign. 
Where e'er the pleating fearch my thoughts pur- 

fue. 
Unbounded goodnefs opens to my view. 
Nor does our world alone, its influence fhare ; 
Exhauftlefs bounty, and unwearied care # 
Extend thro' all th" infinitude of fpace, 
And circle nature with a kind embrace. 
The-wavy kingdoms of the deep below, 
Thy power, thy wifdom, and thy goodnefs ihew. 
Here various beings without number ftray, 
Croud the profound, or on the furface play. 
Leviathan here, the migbtieft of the train, 
Enormous ! fails incumbent o'er the the main. 
AH thefe thy watchful providence fupplies ; 
To thee alone, they turn their waiting eyes. 
For them thou open r ft thy exhauftlefs ftore, 
Till the capacious wiih can grafp no more. 



* 
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George Stepney, Efq; 

THIS poet was defcended of the family of 
the Stepneys of Pindigraft in Pembroke- 
{hire, but born in Weftminfter in the year 1693. 
He received the rudiments of his education in 
Weftminfter fchool, and after making fome pro- 
grefs in literature there, he was removed to Tri- 
nity College in Cambridge, where he was co- 
temporary with Charles Montague, efq; afterwards 
earl of H alii fax $ and being of the fame college 
with him, a very Uriel friendfhip was contracted 
• between them. To this lucky accident of being 
early known to Mr. Montague, was owing all the 
preferment Mr. Stepney afterwards enjoyed ; for he 
teems not to have had parts fufficient to have rifen to 
any diftin&ion, without the immediate patronage of 
fo great a man, as the lord Hallifax. When 
Stepney firft fet out in life, he was perhaps 
attached to the Tory intereft, for one of the 
firft poems he wrote, was an Addrefs to king 
James the Second, on his Acceffion to the Throne. 
In this little piece, in which there is as little po- 
etry, he compares that monarch to Hercules, but 
with what propriety let the reader judge. Sodn 
after the acceffion of James II. when Monmouth's 
rebellion broke out, the univerfity of Cambridge, 
to demon ftrate their zeal for the King, thought 
proper to burn the picture of N that rafh Prince, who 

had 
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ha4 formerly been their chancellor. Upon this 
occafion Stepney wrote fome good verfes, in an- 
fwex xp this qtyeftion ; 

.. i . t * : , • ■ - 

. ■ m ; , r -^-H.$ed quid • 

. ,Ti|rJ)a t Remi ?<? fequitur fortunam, ut femper 

. . et edit damnatos.. 

Upon the .revolution he embraced another in- 
terest, and procured himfelf to be nominated for 
feyeral foreign em bailies. In the year 1692 he went 
to the elector of . Brandenburgh's court in quality 
of envoys and, in the year following, to the Impe- 
rial' court in the: fame character. In 1694 he was 
fent to the eleclor of Saxony, and- two years after 
to the electors of Mentz, Cologn, &c. and the con- 
grefs at Francfort. He was employed in feveral 
other embaffies, and in the year 1 706 Queen Anne 
fent him envoy to the States General. He was 
very fuccefsful in his negotiations, which occafion- 
ed his conftant employment in the moil weighty 
affairs. At his leifure hours he compofed feve/al 
other pieces- of poetry befides thofe already men- 
tioned ; which are chiefly thefe, 

An Epiftle to the Earl of Hallifax, on his Ma- 
jefty's Voyage to Holland, 

A Tranflation of the Eighth Satire of Juvenal. 

To the t Earl of Carlifle upon the Death of his 
Son. 

Some Imitations of Horace's Odes, 

The Auftrian Eagle. 

The Nature of Djreatns. 

A Poem to the Memory of Queen Mary. 

Thefe performances are not very long, nor are the 
fubje&s upon which they are written very confi- 
dejable. It feems probable that the eminence to 
which Stepney rofe, muft have been more owing to 

Vjol. IV. N°. 17. E fome 
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fome pcribnal kindaels lot* Hafli&T had fc* 
Kim, than to bis merit at a writer, hi failing Step-' 
«ey, his lordfhip might a& as the friend of the* 
man, but not as a patron of the poet. Friend- 
Ihip, in many reipects, participates of the nature 
of love ; it begins, we know not how, it ftrength- 
«ns by imperceptible .degrees, and « grows into an 
eftablifhed firmneft. <Such might be the regard 
Jord HaHifax had for Stepney, bat We may ven- 
ture to aflert, from this iorauipVexqnitjQ^tafte hv 
poetry, that he -never could highly admire the* 
pretty trifles which compete the works of this au- • 
thor ; and which an? printed amongft the Works of 
the Minor Poets, publifhrd fome years ago by Mr. ; 
Tonfon in two volumes tzmo.* 

Our author died at Chelfea in the year 1707, and 
was buried in Wefbninfter- Abbey, where a fine mo- 
nument is ere&ed over hnri, with the following in- 
scription upon the pedefial ; 

<5eorci-us $TtPN£ius, Araiger, 
viz. 

Ob Iogenii acumen, 
Literarum Srientiam, 
Mornm Suavitatem, 
ReruntUfnm, 
Virorum Amplrffimorum Confteeodiocm, 

Lingua, Styli ac Vita; Eleeantiam, 
Frseclara Offida cum Britannia? turn Europe 
Praftita, 
Sua state multum celebrates, 
Apud Pofteros femper cdebrandus j 

Plurimas Legationcs obiit 
E* Fide, migrate,.* Felicitate, 
Ut Augufti&iorum Principnm 
♦'Ana Klcewlfeof another work of the favekfttdj in two vo- 
lumes 1Mb, pufcKflftd hy one Cogan. 

Gt/iutwi 
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Gumhmi* A«kjb 
Spcm in 1U0 repofitam 
Nungnam fefeUerit* 
Haudrarofuperavit. - 
Poft longum honorvm Cnrfom 
Breri Temporis fpatio arafe&um, 
Com Naturae name Faroa-fatis vixerat, 
Animam ad altiora afptraatcnvplacide efflavit. 

On the left hand. 

G. S. 

Ex Eqnefbrt Familia StIpneiorum, . 

DePENDBGRAST* IB ComiUttt 
PtMBROCHIBXSI QrIENDUS, 

Wsstmokasterii natuseil, A. D. 1663. 

Eledtts in Collegium , 
Saudi Petri Wbstjaonast. A# 1676. 
San&e Trinitatis Cantab. 1682. 
Confiliariorum quibus Commcrcii 

Cwa cojnmub eft 1697. 
Chblseije mortuus, & Comitante 

Magna Procerom 

Frequcntia hue clatus, 1707. 

On the right hand is a particular account of alt 
his employments abroad. 

As a fpecimen of Mr, Stepney's poetry, we (hall 
quote the following lines on the Nature of Dreams, 

At dead of jnAt imperial reafon fleeps, 
And fancy witn her train loofe revels keeps : 
Then airy phantoms a xnixt fcene difolay, 
Of what we heard, or few, or wifh'd by day ; 
For memory thofe images retains 
Which paffion formd, and ftili the ftrongeft 
reigns. 

E 2 - Huntfinen 
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♦ Puntftieirrenew the chafe they lately run ; 
And generals fight again their battles won: 
Speftres and furies haunt the murthVers dreams ; 
Grants, or difgraces, are the courtiers themes. 
, The mifer fpies a thief, or fome new hoard, . 
The cit's a knight, the fycophant a lord. ' 
Thus fancy's in the wild diftradtion loft ' l 
With what we rooft abhor,' or covet moft. 
But of all paflions that our dreams controul, * 
Love prints the deepeft image in the foul ; 
For vigorous fanty, andXvarm blood difpenfc 
Pleafures fo lively, that they rival fenfe. 
Such are the tranfports of a willing maid, 
Not yet by time and place to adl betray 'd. • 
Whom fpies, or fome faint virtue force to fly 
That fcene of joy, which yet (he dies to try. 
'Till fancy bawds, and by myfterious charms 
Brings the dear objeft to her longing arms j 
Unguarded then fhe melts, afts fierce delight. 
And curfes the returns of envious light. 
In fuch blefs'd dreams Biblis enjoys a flame ; m 
V< 7 hieh waking ftie dete lis, and dares. not. name. 
Jxion gives a loofe to his wild, love, 
And in his airy vifiotls cutkolds Jfove. . 
Honours and'ftate before this phantom fall; 
For deep, like death its image, equals all. 

> 
Our author likewife wrote iome political pieces 
in profe, particularly an Eflay on the prefent- In- 
terelt of England, 1701. To which are added. 
The Proceedings of the Hovffe of Commons in 
1 677, upon the French King's Progrefs in Flanders. 
This piece is reprinted in Cogan's Colle&ion of 
Tra&s, called Lord Some'rs's Colle&ion, 
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Major Richardson Pack. 

THIS gentleman was the ion of John Pack, 
of Stocke-Afli in Suffolk, efq; whor in the 
year 1697 was .high fheriff of that county. He* 
had his early education at a private country* 
fchool, and was removed from thence to Merchant 
Taylor's, where he received his firft tafte of letters ; 
for he always reckoned that time which he.fpent . 
at. the former fchool as loft, fince he had only con- 
traded bad habits, and was obliged to unlearn what 
had been taught him there. . ' 

At the «age' ©f fixteen he was removed to St. 
John's College in Oxford. About eighteen his fa- 
ther entered him of the Middle Temple, defign* 
iug him for the profeffion of the Law j and by the 
peculiar indulgence of the treafnref, and -bench- " 
ers of that honourable fociety, he was at eight- 
Terms landing, admitted barafter, when he had' 
natmuch exceeded the a^e-of *o. Bur a feden-- 
tary,- ftudious life agreeing as ill with his heal*, > 
as a formal one with his inclinations, he did not ' 
long purfue thofe ftudies. After fome wavering in 
his thoughts, he a-: laft determined his views to 
the army, as being better fuited to the gaiety cf 
his proper, and the {prightljirefs of his genius) and 
where he l>Qped to mee£ With more freedom, as- well 
as more aclion. His firft command was that of a 
company of foot in March 1765.' . '' 

E 3 In 
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In November* i 710 the regiment in which he 
ferved was one of thofe two of Englifh foot, that 
were with- the marftul Starembcrg at the battle of 
Villa Viciofa, the day after general Stanhope, and 
the troops under* hi* command were taken at 
Brignuega *, v where the niajor being killed, and 
©« author's behaviour being equal to the occasi- 
on on which he a&ed, his grace the duke of Ar- 
gyle confirmed his pretentions to that vacancy, by 
giving him the commiffion of the deceafed major, 
immediately on his arrival in Spain. It was this 
accident which firft introduced our gallant foldier 
to the acquaintance of that truly' noble and ex- 
cellcnt perfon, with whofe prote&ion and patro- 
nage he was honoured during the remaining part 
of his life. ' 

The ambition he had to celebrate his grace's 
heroic virtues (at a time when there fubnfted a 
jealoufy between him and the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and it was faihionabie by a certain party 
to traduce him) gave birth to fome of the beft 
of his performances. 

What other pieces the major has written in 
verfe, are, for. the moft part, the unlaboured re- 
fait of friendftiip, or love; and the amufementof 
thofe few folhary intervals in a life that feldom 
wanted either ferious bufinefs, or focial pleafures, 
of one kind or other, entirely to fill up the circle. 
They are all publiihed in one volume, together 
with a tranflation of the Life of Mfltiades and 
Cvmon, from Cornelius Nepos; the firft edition 
was in 1725* 

The moft confiderable of them are the following, 

1 . The Mufe's Choice, or the Progrefe of Wit. 

2. On Friendfhip. To Colonel Stanhope. 

• Vide Jacobs Urn. 

3* To 
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3- To Mr. Addrfon, occafioned by the news. of 
the victory obtained oyer the Rebels in Scotland, 
by his Grace tjie £>ujte <>f Argyle, 

4. To L*dy Catherine Manners. 

5. The Lovers Parting. 
$. TheAetreat. 

7. An Epiftle frqm a Half jpay -Officer in the 
Country, to his Friend in Town. 

8. Upon Religious Solitude; occafioned by 
reading the infcnption on the Tomb of Cafimir 
King of Poland, who abdicated his Crown, and 
foent the remainder of his life in the Abbey of. 
St. .Qprmaiiv, near Paris, wfceit he lies interred. 

9. A Paftoral in ImjtMJni,*? Yirg^fc JSe«uiA 
Eclogue. 

10. The 2d, 3d, and 4th Elegies of the Fourth 
Book of Tihullus. 

11. Elegy. Sylvia to Amintor, in Imitation of 
Ovid. After Sylvia is enjoyed, ihe gives this Ad- 
vice to her foe. 

Truft not the (light defence of female pride* 
Nor in your boafted honour much confide ; 
So Hill die motion, and fo fmooth the dait, 
It fteals unfek into the heedlefs heart. 

A Prologue to the Tragedy of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, and an Epilogue to Mr. Southern's Spartan 
Dame. In the former he has the following beauti- 
ful lines on Ambition ^ 

E 4 Ambition 
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Ambition is a miftrefs few enjoy ! 
. Falfe to our hopes, and to our wiflies coy ; 
The bold fhe baflUes, and defeats the ftrorigj 
And all are ruined who purfue her long ; 
Yet fo bewitching are her fatal charms, 
We think it heav'n to die within her arms. 

Major Pack obliged the world with fome Me- 
moirs of the Life of Mr. Wycherley, which are 
prefixed to Theobald's edition of that author. Mr. 
Jacob mentions a piece of his which he faw m 4 
MS. entitled Religion and Philofophy,' which, fays' 
he, with his other works, demonftrate the author 
robe a polite* writer, «na a* man of wit and gal- 
lantry. 

This amiable gentleman ; died at Aberdeen in 
Scotland, in the month of September' 172$, colo- 
nel Montague's regiment, in which he was then a 
major, being quartered there. - 




Sir 



Digitized byV^iOOQlC 



J 



Dawes, A&chbishop of York. 8i 






i 




Sir William Dawes, Baronet * 
(Archbifliop of York.) j . ^\ 

THIS revd, prelate, was defended fron* an 
ancient, and honourable family in the coun- 
ty elf EfTexj he was educ^ed at JWer^baot-Tay- 
lor's fchool, London, and from thence elected to 
St, John's College in Oxford,- pf. which he was "af- 
terwards fellow. 

He was the yoimgeft of four brothers, three of 
whom dying young, the .title,.. and- eltate of the 
family fell to him. As* faot^ as ke, had taken 
Jiis firft degree in arts, ', an4 upon the family e- 
ftate devolving to hinV he refigned his fellow- 
ship, and left Oxford. . For fome time he, gave 
his attention to the affairs of his eilate, . but find- 
ing his inclination lead him more to ftudy, 
than rural affairs, he entered- into, holy orders. 
Sir William did hot long remain 'in the church 
without preferment ; Jus fortune, . and., family af • 
lifted' him to rife ; for it often happens that thefe 
advantages will do much more for a man, as well 
in the eccleiiaftical, as in other claffes of life, 
than the brightefif parts without them. Before he 
was promoted to the mkre, he was made mailer 
of Catherine Hall in Cambridge, chaplain to Queen 
Anne, and dean of Bockuig, 

In the* year 1708 he was confecrated bifhop of 

Chefter, and in 17 13 was translated to the arch- 

E 5 bilhopric 
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bifhopric of York. - While he was at the um- 
verfity, before he went into orders, he wrote the 
Anatomy of Atheifm, a Poem, dedicated to Sir 
George Darcy Bart, printed in the year 170 1, 8vo. 
*» ' • * % 

The defign of this piece, as his lord/hip de- 
clares in the' preface; Ms to expdfe the folly of 

• thofe men, who are arrived at that pitch of im- 

• pudence and prophanenefs, that they think it 

• a piece of wit to deny the Being of a God, 

• and to- Hugh at tint which" they cannot argue a- 

• gainft.' Such characters are well described in 
the following lines', "" 

See then our Atheift all the world oppofe, 
And like Drawcanfir make all men his foes. 
See with what fancy pride hi does pretend* 
Mis mfter father's notions to amend, 
Huffs Plutarch, Plato, Pliny, Seneca, 
And bids even Cicero himlelf give Way. 
Tells all the world, they follow afaife light, 
And he alone, of aQ mankind is right. 
Tbiis, like a mMrnari, whotvhen all alone, 
Thinks himfelf King, and l every chktr a 
*• throne, -* <• ...*-« 

Drunk wkh conceit, and foolifli impudence, 
He prides himlelf in Mr abounding ferife.' 

This prelate is faid to have united the gentleman, 
and the drvhie, 1 Whith both uYOnfe out 4 with equal 
luftre in him. He was*efteeined l iA his dine a Very 
popular preacher r his piety Was^gfeat, and c6nTr>i;- 
cuous ; his charity and 'benevolence equalled by 
few, and hk good nature/ and humanity the mofi 
eYteniive. l 

- Our author died in the 53d year of his age, 
April 30, 1724.**' We have no Account of any o- 
thcr of his grace's poetical works, probably the 
2 F " •• ' ' "' • ' - feuffnef* 
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fenfnefi of his high ftarioo diverted his mind fibni 
the amttfementa of poetry. 

The archbifhop has written feverai fer mora ap- 
en the Eternity of Hell Torments, a do&rrae which 
he has laboured to vindicate T alfo fcrmons upon, 
various other iubje&s. 






William Congreve, Efq; 

THIS gentleman was defended from the an- 
cient houfe of Congreve in Staffbrdfbire, but 
authors differ as to the place of his birth ; fome 
contend that he was born in Ireland *, others that he 
drew his firft breath at the village of Bard fa, near 
Leeds in Yorkflrire, which was the eftate of a near " 
relation of his by his mothers fide. Mr. Jacob, 
in his preface to the Lives of the Poets, has in- 
formed us, that he had the advice and ai&ftance 
*f Mr. Congreve fn that work, who communicat- 
ed to him many particulars of the lives of cotem- 
porary writers, as well as of hfmfelf, and as Mr. 
Congreve can hardly be thought ignorant of the 
<place of his own birth, and Mr. Ja,cob has 
averted it to be in England, no room is left to 
doubt of it. The learned antiquary pf Ireland, 
Sir James Ware, has reckoned our author amongft 
his own country worthies, from the relation of 

* Gettftl BiAidtiiry. 

E6 South- 
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. Southern ; but Mr.CongrevVs own account, .ifja- 
cob may be relied on, is more/than tquattb that 
of Southern, who pofiibly might be miftaken. 

About.the year 1 67 1 , or 167 2, our author was 
born, and his father carried him, when a child,' 
.into Ireland,- where he than had a command. in 
the army, but afterwards was entrufted with the 
management of a confiderable eft ate, belonging 
to the noble family of Burlington, which fixed his 
refidence there *. Mr. Congreve received the firft 
tin&uie of letters in the, great fchool of Kiikciw 
ny, and,' according to common report, gave early 
proofs of a poetical genius ;^Ais iirft attempt in 
poetry was a copy of verfes on the death of his 
matter's Magpye. 

He went from the fchool of Kilkenny to the 
univerfity of Dublin, where under the direction of 
Dr. George A(h, he acquired a general knowledge 
of the claffics. His father, who was defirous that » 
his ftudies mould be diredec\ to a proiitasble env 
ployment, fent him over to England a little af:er 
"the revolution, and placed him as alfcudtnt in -the 
Middle -temple. But the. fevu-e iiudy of the Lay 
W2S fo ill adapted to the fprjghtly. genius of Con- 
greve, that he never attempted to reconcile ^nifclf 
to a way of life, for which he had the greateft aver r 
fion. But however he difappointed his friends .wi& 
refpeft to the proficiency they expe&ed fiim* to make 
in the Law ; yet it is certain .Ke' was .not negligent 
in thofe ftudie,s to which his genius led him. () * '• > 

Mr. Congreve's firft performance, written, w{k$ 
b t a youth of feventeen, was a Koycl,, dedica£ 
ed to Mrs. -Katherine Levefon, whic^i jgave 
proof, not btily of a great vivacity jof wif, but at 
fo a fktency o'f ftile, and a folid judgment. Jle was 
corJTcious that young men in their early product ii. 
ens generally aimed at a florid ftile, and ; ent)\u(^ 

• Wilfon's Memoirs pf CoOfieve.,,,, ^ • 

aftic 
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aftic' deYcriptions/ Without any regard to the plot, 
fable, or 1 fu'bferviency of; the parts ;, for this rea- 
fon he formed a new model, and gave an" exam- 
ple how works of that kind fhould be written. Jle 
purfued a regular plan, obferved a general moral, 
and carried on a connexion*, as well as diftinction, 
"between his characters/ 

- This performance* is 'entitled Incognita, or Love 
and Duty Reconciled ; it has been afierted that this 
rs a real hlftory, and though the fcene is laid in 
Italy, the' adventures happened in England; 
it is not our bufinefs to enter into the iecret 
hiftory of this entertaining piece, or to attempt 
giving the reader a key to what the writer took 
fo much' pains' to conceal. It appears from this 
pieee^ that" Mr. Congreve aimed at* perfection from 
the vtfry beginning, and his def\ga in writing this 
nover^Was to (hew, how novels ought fo be writ- 
ten!' Let us hear what he fays himf.lf, and from 
thence we ihstll entertain" a 'higher opinion of his 
abilities, than could poflibly fee raifed by the warrn- 
eit. commendations: ' After very judicioufly ob r 
iervirig,^that these is the' fame , relation between 
romances *and navels' * a3 between tragedy and 
comxxly, "he proceeds' thus*: '* Since all traditions 

* mcftindifputabiy give glace fotfie drama, and 

* 'ftnee there is no poffibility of giving that life 
4 to the writing, or repetition of a ftory, which it 
4 has in the action; I refolved 'in 'another beauty 
' to frhitate dramatic .writing, 'namely, in the de^ 

_ c 'ftgn;' con texture, and refult' in the pi it. I have 

* not obferved" it before, in a" t novel. ' Some | 
' 'have feen begin with an unexpected* accident, 
* 'which has feen the Snty fur prizing part of the 

* ftory, caufe 'enough to- make 1 the iequel look 
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* or other, it may mend j tat the other is fuck a 

* baulk to a man, 'tis carrying him up flairs to 
' ihew him the dining room, and afterwards force 
4 him to make a meal ft the Ipitchen. This I 
' have pot only endeavoured to avoid, but alfp 

* have ufed a method for the contrary purpofe. 
' The defign of this hovel is obvious, after the 

* ftrft rneetiqg of Aurelian and Hippplito, with 
4 Incognita, and teonora i the difficulty is in 
' bringing it to pafy maugre all apparent obfta* 

* cles within the compafs of two days. How ma- 
' ny probable casualties intervene, in opposition to 
4 the main defign, viz. of marrying two couplf 
' fo oddly engaged in an intricate amour, I leave 

* the reader at his leifure to confideri as alfo 

* whether every obftacle does not, in the prqgreft 

* of the ftory, ad as fubfervient to, that parpofe, 
4 which at hVft it deems tp oppofe. ^n a comedy 

* this would be called the unity of a&ion, here ijt 

* may pretend to no more than an unity of coutri* 
« vance. The fcene is continued in Florence from 

* the commencement of the amour, and the time 
4 from firft to laft, is but three days. 9 

Soon after Mr. Congjeve/s return to EnglandV 
he amufed bimfelfi dunng, a flow recovery fronr 
a fit of ficknefs, with writing a comedy. Captai* 
Southern, in conjunction with Mr. Dryden, and> 
Arthur Manwayririg, e(b * revifed this performance** 
which was the Old Batcheloj^ ; of which Mr. Dry* 
den faid, he never faw fuch a firit play in his lire, 
adding, that the author not being acquainted witk 
jhe ftage, or the ^own, it would be pity to have it 
jnifcarry for want Q.f a little ifljftance. Mr. Tbo* 
ihas Dayenant, who had. then the direction of the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, liad fo high a 
fenfe of the merit of the piece, and was fo< 
charmed with the author's conversation, that he 
granted him the freedofoi of the hpufe. before his 
play came on, which, a^co^ding tjo.tye ipa*ims 
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of theatrical government, was not only fin unufu- 
al, W an ' &j)reccden«d favour. In 1693 'the 
Old Batchelof wks a&ed before a numerous, and 
polite audiencfe. The play was received with fact 
general applaufe, that Mtf. Corigreve was then con- 
sidered aV a t>rop to the declining Aage, and a ris- 
ing ceniur' itf Brahiatfc poetry. It was this play, 
and Sic fingolar faccefs which attended it upon the 
ftage, that introduced our author to the acquain- 
tance of the earl if Hallifa*, who was then the 
profefled patron of "men of wit; and who, being 
deurous to raife a 1 man of fo promifing a genius, 
above the neceffity of too hafty produ&iony made 
him one &f the cominiffioners for licenfing Harney 
coaches. } The cart beflowed upon him foon after a 
place in the Pjpe-Office,, and gave him likewifc a 
poft inthe Cuff6m-rioufe, tb the Value of 600 L 
per aflnuW Jl '" * ' " J 

In the following year Mr. Congreve brought 
upon the itage 'the Double Dealer, which met not 
with fo goocFa reception ai the Conner." 

Mr. 'CotijgfeVe lias informed us in the dedication 
of this (flay, 'to Charles Montague, efq; that he 
was very dfidadus to leani from the critics what 
objections could be found to it; but, fays he/* I 

* have~ heard 'frothing ; to provoke an anfwer. That 
« .which lock* moft like a^i o&jeQion, does not re- 

* late' in paftichlai id this, play; but to all; or 
' rtoft &at eW havfc bfcen written, and that m 

* fofitoquVV thire^'t^ll aUWer if, not 6n§ 
' for my own fake ? tut t&fave others the^ trouble 

* to wno*i"it inay : be /hereafter oWedSed.' I 
« grant, that for a man t6 talk to nimfelt appeals 
' abtoa, 'and Ainatoral; and indeed it is ft 1$ 
' itooft 1 cafes, btitf the cifcumftances" which may at- 




* not *8mit oT a" confident Such for certain 
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* is all villainy, and other lefs xnifchievous intefl- 

* ticns may be very improper to be communicated 

* to afecond perfon. In fuch a cafe, therefore the 
' audience muft obferve, whether* the perfon up- 

* on the flage takes any notice of them at all, or 
' no : for if he fuppofes any one to be by, * when 
'he talks to.liimlelf, it is monllrous and ridicu- 
' lous to the laft degiee; nay not only, in this 

* cafe, but in any part of a play, if there is ex- 
' preffed any knowledge of an audience it is in* 
' fufferable. But,otJ>erwife, when a man in a fo- 
' liloquy reafons with Jiimfelf, and pro's and con's, 

* and weighs all his defigns, we ought not to ima- 

* gkfe that this 'man either talks to us, or to him- 

* felr ; he is only thinking, and thinking iuch mat- 

* ter, as it were' lnexcufable folly in him to fpeak.. 
4 But, beCaufe we are' concealed fpeclators of the 
• . plot in agitation, and the poet finds it necefia- 

* ry to let us know the whole my fiery of his 

* contrivance, he is willing to inform us ojf this 

* per.'an's- thoughts, , and to that end is forced to 

* make ufe of the expedient; of fpeech, no other, car 

* better way being yet, invented for/ the^cdmmuni- 
.' cation of thought/ ... 

' .Towards the clcfe of the Tame year Queen Mary 
died. Upon that occafion Mr. Congreve pro- 
duced an elegiac Paftoral, a compofition which the 
admirets of this poet have extolled in the moft 
lavifh terms of admiration/, but which feems not 
to meVit the incehfe'it : obtained.. \ \ . . 
- When? Mr. 1 ' Betterton opened the . riew L tioufe at 
LincoIrfVInn, Congreve took part ^withjhim, ..and 
'gave him 1 his celebrated comedy q£ Love for Love* 
then introduced upon the ft age, . with tlte .moft ex* 

• « •> 

• TYetMa/kwcllnycpof^ly talks to hunfcjf, jdeiigning to, be 

feverheard' by Lord Touchwood j undoubtedly an error in th« 

condu&^ fend* want' of art in the author/ This he f^m; fctre to 

|bi%lt^x)r«dvloViiotremoB»btrk«' ' ~ 

' • ' traordi- 
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traordinary fuccefs. This comedy, with fome more 
of our author's, was fmartly criticifed by the 'ngeni' 
ous Mr. ColKer, as containing leffons of immora- 
lity, and a reprefentation of loofe characters, which 
can never, in his opinion, appear on a ftage with- 
out corrupting 'the audience. 

Meflrs. Congreve, Dennis, and Dryden, engaged 
in a vigorous defence of the Englifh ftage, and en-' 
deavonred to fhew the neceflity of fuch characters 
being introduced in order to be expofed, and 
laughed at. To all their defences Mr. Collier re- 
plied, and managed the point with fo much learn- 
ing, wit, and keennefs, that in the opinion of many, 
lie had tSe better of his antagonifts, efpecially 
Mr. Congreve, whofe comedies it mult be owned, 1 
though they are admirably written, and the cha-- 
rafters ftrongly marked, are fo loofe, that thcy # 
have given great offence : * and furely we pay too 4 
dear for pleafure,. when we have it at the expence 
of morality. • 

The fame year he diftinguifhed himfelf in and* 
therlcind of poetry, viz. an irregular Ode on the 1 
taking Namure, which the critics have allowed * 
to contain fine fentiments, gracefully expreffed. 
His reputation as a comic poet being fufficiently 
eftablifhed , he was defirous of extending his fame/ 
by producing a tragedy/ It has been alledgeaV that 
fome, who were jealous of his growing reputation,' 
put him upon this talk, m order, as they imagined, 
to diminifli it, for he feemed to be of .too gay and 
lively- a'difpolition : for tragedy, and in all likeli-] 
hood would mifcarry in the attempt. . However; 

In 1697, after the expectation of the town had t 
befcn much raifed, the Mourning Bride appeared 1 
on the New Theatre in Lincoln's- Inn-fields : few 1 
plays everexcited fa great an ardour of expecta- 
tion as this, and Very few ever fucceeded to fuch 1 
an extravagant degree. There is fomething new' 
in the management of the plot j after "moving the* 

paffions 
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paffions of the audience to the greateft ,camroifera* 
tion, he brings off his principal characters, pu- 
nifties the guilty, and makes the play conclude 
^appily. 

The controrerfy we have juft now mentioned, 
was thought to have occafioned a diflike in Mr^ 
Cqngreve towards the ftage ; yet he afterwards pro- 
duced another comedy called Tbp Way of the 
^orld, which wa,s fo juft a pi&ure qf the world, 
tpat, as an author prettily fys* 

The world could not bear it. 

The reception this play m^t with, compleated 
our author's difguft to the theatre ; upon which 
Mr. Dennis, who was a warm friend to Congreve* 
inade this fine observation, ' that Mr. Congreve 
4 quitted t^eAage early, and that comedy left it 
•with him/ 

It is laid that when Con gr eve found his play met 
with b^t indifferent fucccf% he xajne in a ga$oh 

Sthe ftage, and defired toe wfy^fofcypiJwgt* 
yes the trouble of ihewing tte^r 4*fl&e ; fqr ^ 
never intended to write again far t^e pTfyeatip, ,nqr 
fubmit his works to the ceufure of ^npot^t cqti^cs. 
In this particular he kept his wprd y/)fh t^c^n, ^nd 
as if he hid forefeen the fate of $u> play, Ije #$c 
an ample revenge, in Qs ; F^K9f > $F 4f^ $f 
Little bnailers, who excited by e,nvy, and4uppoxt$d 
by falfe ideas of thtir own importance, dareyl 
to cqnititute themfelves judges of wit,' wtljout any 
juft pxjs^^ns to it.' This flavins long ago tri- 
nmphed $ver Hi enemies, and is now in matff- 
t^m amongft the beft judges of TheatricaT Enter- 
tainments. 

Though Mr. C^ngreve avftcfd tip feg^ ypt 
^ wt he give up tjie caufe of po^ry; for on the 
death of the marquis of Blandford, th,e only ton of 
the duke >i I4arJboroug!^ ^Jych happen^ in 

1705, 
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ft 7°5> WCifindbun compoflng a paftoral to foften 
the grief of that illuftnous family, which he ad- 
drefled to the lord trcafurer Godolphin. 

About the fame time; the extraordinary (bccefs 
of the duke of Marlborough's arms, furntfhcd him 
with materials for an One to Queen Anne. In 
another Pindaric Ocle he celebrate s the lord Godol- 
phin ; taking pecafion from tn^t nobleman's delight 
in h6rfe-racwg to imitate the Creek Poet in hi* 
favourite manner of writing, by an elegant digrcf- 
fion; to which he added a criticifm on that fpe- 
des of poetry. 

As in* the early part of his life, Mr. Ccm«eve had 
received favours from people of a lefs exuted ftati- 
oh, fo of' thefe he was highly fenilblc, and never let 
ffip any opportunity of flxewing his gratitude* He 
wrote an Epilogue to his old' frienfl Southern's 
Tragedy of Oroonokb j and Mr. £)ryden has ac- 
knowledged his affitfance in the tranflatton of Virml : 
He contributed fy }&$ y<er£pn of th/e jekvjentfc fia- 

pnbUihed alfo >y Jufx. Dryderi, tp whom Mr. von* 



youhff «^demanV atja! of r<efte§4br Jfos jfajjiejr. 

But the noblel! testimony he give $i his jtyjjjal re- 
gard to the memory of W poe;ical fet^sr. N&\ 
John Dryderi/ was the Panegyric ^e wrote upps 
his works, contained in tie dedication of J>ryden> 
plays to the duke of Newcawe. 

'Mr. Corigreve tranflited ,the third Book o/ Ovid's 
Art of Love j fome favourite paflage* from the JQiad* 
and writ fome Epigrams, in all which, fee was not 
unfuccefsful, though atthe fame time he {lifts bee# ex- 
ceeded by his cotemporaries in tj^ (ame attempts. 

The author of the elegant Letters, not king *gj> 
pubKm*| tinder the name of i^ts.bfborne, ]M» 
taken ftlne pt&st to fct before his reader* Ac ver- 

fan 
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fion of thofe parts of Homer, tranflated by our au- 
thor, and the fame pafTages by Pope and Tickell, 
in which companion the palm is very deferved- 
ly yielded to Pope. 

Our author wrote a Satire called Doris, celebrated 
by Sir Richard Steele, who was a warm friend to 
Mr. Congreve. . He alfo wrote the Judgment of. 
Paris, a Mafqae ; and the Opera ofSemele ; of 
thefe, the former was acted with great applaufe, and 
the latter is finely fet to mufic by Mr. Eccles. The 
laft of his Poetical Works, is his Art of Pleafmg, f 
addreffed to Sir Richard Temple, the late vifcount ' 
Cobham. He has written many Profe Epiftles, dif- , 
perfed in the works of other writers, and his Eflay p 
on Humour in Comedy, publifhed in a Collection. 
of Dennis's Letters, is an entertaining, and cor- , 
reft piece of ci iticifm :* Air his other Letters are 
written with a great deal of wit and fpirit, • 
a fine flow of language ; atfd are fo happily inter- 
pixt with a lively and inoffenfive raillery, that k 
is impoftble not to be pleafed with them at the firfl 
reading : we may be fatisfied from the perufal of 
them, that his converfation muft have been ve- 
ry engaging, and therefore we need not wonder \ 
that he was carefled by the greateil men of his 
time, or that they courted his friendfhip by every * 
act of kindnefs in their power. 

It is faid of Mr. Congreve', that he was a particu- 
lar favourite wfch the ladies, fame of whom were of 
the firft difHnclion. He indulged none of thofe , 
reveries, and affeftcd abftnees fo peculiar to men * 
of wit : He was fprightly as well as elegant in his . 
manner, and fo much the favourite of Henrietta , 
duchefs of Marlborough, that even after his death, \ 
{he caufed an image of him to be every day placed t 
at her toilet- table, to which (he would talk as to 
the living Mr. Congreve, with >11 the freedom 
of- the moft polite and unreferved ' convejr&tion* 
: .... Mrs.*" 
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Mrs. Bracegkdle likewife had the higheft venera- 
tion for our author, and joined with her Grace 
in a boundlefs profufion of forrow upon his death. 
Some think, he had made a better figure in his 
Laft Will, had he- remembered his friend (hip lie 
profefled for Mrs. .Bracegirdle, whofe admirable 
performance adde4 fpirit. to his dramatic pieces ; 
but he forgot her, and gratified his vanity by 
chufiog to make a rich duchefe his fole legatee, 
and executrix. 

Mr, Congreve was the fon of fortune, as well as 
of the mufes. .He was early preferred to v an affluent 
fituation, and no. change of. miniftry ever affected 
him, nor was he ever removed from any poft he en- 
joyed, except to a better. , 

His place in the cuilom-houfe, and his- office of 
fecretary in Jamaica, are faid to have brought him 
in upwards of 1200 1. a year ; and he was fo far 
an ceconomift, as to raife from thence, a competent 
eftate. No man of his learning ever .pafs'd thro' i 
life with more eafe, or lefsjenvy ;• and as? ia the 
dawn of his reputation he was very dear to the 
greatefl wits of his . time* (o> during his. whole 
life he preferved the utmoft refpocl: ofv arid re- 
ceived cgntinual marks pf .efteem /from, men of 
genius and letters, without ever being, involved in 
any of their quarreb, or.drawing.upon hiinfelf the 
leaft markofdiftafte, or, even diifatisfcclion.. .The 
greateit part of thelail twenty years of his life were • 
fpent in eafe and retirement, and he gave hinrfelf 
no trouble about reputation. When the celebrated 
Voltaire was in England, he waited upon Congreve, • 
and pafs'd fome compliments upon him, as to the 
reputation and merit of his works; Congreve 
thanked him, but at, the fame time told- that. inge- 
nious foreigner., he did, not chufe t0;.be. cpniidered » 
as an author, but only as a private, gentleman, and ' 
in .that light expec\ed to ..be; viftfed: .Voltaire 

anfwered, 
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anfwered', 4 . That if he' had never been any tlin* 
* bat a private gentleman, in all prbbabifity, he 
« had never been troubled with that r&V 

- Mr. Voltaire upon this occanon obferves, that 
he was not a little difgufied with (6 nnftafonable a 
piece of vanity :— — ^This was indeed the higheft 
inftance of it, that perhaps can be produced. ^ A 
man who owed to his wit and writings die reputation,' 
as well as the fortune, he acquired, pretending to 
cHveft himfelf of human* nature to fuch a degree, 
as to have no confcioufnefs of his own merit, was' 
themoft abfurd piece of vanity that ever entered. 
into the heprt of man ; and of all vanity, that is . 
the greateft which maflcs itfetf under the appearance 
of the oppofite quality. 

Towards the ciofe* of his life, he was much. 
troubled with the gout ; and ( for' this reafon, in 
the fummer of the year 1729, he made a tour to 
Bath, for the benefit of die waters, wliere he bad 
the misfortune to be overturned in his chariot, 
from which time he complained of a pain in his 
fide, which was fuppofed to arife fr&m fome in- 
ward bruife. Upon his return to London, he 
perceived his health gradually decline, which he 
bore with fortitude and reitgnadon. 

On January the 19th, 1728-9, he yielded his laft 
breath, about five o'clock in the morning, at his 
houfe in Surrey-ftreet in the Strand, in the fif- 
ty-feventh year of -his age. On the funday fol- 
lowing, January 26, his corpfe lay in ftate in 
the Jexufaleta-Chamber, from whence the fame 
evening, between die hours of nine and ten, it 
was carried with great decency and folemnity to 
Henry the VIMTs Chapel ; and after the funeral 
fervice was performed, it wis interred in the Abbey. 
Ttie pall was fuppbrted by the duke of Bridge- 
water, earl of Gbdolpfcm, fordCobliam, lord Wil- 
mington, 
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ifcxqgtdn, ttelwrnourt^Gfeorgc BerBcf; Efy and 
Brigadier-genbral Churchill j and colonel Congreve 
followed his cofpfe a* chief mourner ; fbme time 
after, a "neat and elegant monument was ere&ed to 
his memory, by Henrietta ducheft of MarlBo- 
rough. 

Mr. Concrete's reputation is foextenfive, and 
his works fo generally read, that any fpecimen of 
his poetry may be deemed fuperfiuous. Bat find. 
ing;an eptttle of our authors in the Blographia 
Bnttannica, not infetted m his works, it may nfct 
be improper to ghre it a place here. It is advened 
to the lord vifcount Cobham, and the mgemobs 
authors inform us, that they copied it from a MS. 
very cor#e£h 

As in this poem there is a vifible alluuon $6 
the meafures, Which the' writer thdught wfcre too 
complaifant to the French, it is evident it tnuft have 
been penned bat a* very fmall time before his 
death. 

Of improving the prefent time. 

Sincereft critic of my profe, or rhyme; 
Tell how thy pleating Stowe employs thy time. 
Say, Cobham, what aiaufes thy retreat ? 
Or ftratagems of war. or fchemes of ftate ? 
Doft thou recall to mind, with joy or grief, 
Great MaribroY actions f that immortal chief, 
Whofc higheft trophy , raised in each campaign, 
More than fdmVd to fignattze a reign. 
Does thy remembrance rifing, warm thy heart 
With glory pift, where thou thyftlf had'ft part $ 
Or dcrfirthou griev* iti<%nam, now to fee 
The froitlds end of all thy viaory ? 
To fee th* aifdacions fo*, • fo late fobdu'd, 
Dilute thofe terms for which fo lon£ they fu'd, 
As if Britannia now were funk fa low, 
To beg that peace flic wanted to beftew. 

Be 
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Be far, that guile! be never known that flume ? 
That England mould retraft her rightful claim ! ' ' 
Or ceafing to be dreaded and ador'd, . . ? 

. Spain with her pen the luftre of hej iword., 
Ordoft fcbpugive the win4fc£ far. to, Wow, * » 
Each vexing thought, and heart-devouring woe, . 
And hx thy jir^ind alpne on rural fcmies, 
To turn the levelled lawns to liquid, plains ; ■ » >. 
To raife'thd creeping rijls from humble beds,* 
And force. tfye latent fprings : to,lift their head* ; 
On watry columns capitals to rear, ,. _ 
Thaf mix tfceir flowing curls, wj$h upper «ir ? 
Or dp$ thgu, r weary, grown* late works, neglect* - : 
No fcemghs,, fta^ues, obqli&s.ereA j ,'. * 

' But catch the morning breeze from fragrant 

( / . ,meads. < - , ". , 

, Or ihun the noon-tide ray in wholefome {hades -> 

. Or lowly walk along the mazy. wood, 

t To. meditate on alj that's wife, and gopd: 
For nature, bountiful, in thee has joined, 
A perfon pleaiing, with a worthy mind, 
Not giv'ru tr^e form ajpn^' but rowans ;a'o$ art, 
To draw the eye, or to allure the heart. 
Poor were the. prai(e, in iortune. to excel, 
Yet. want the way to ufe that fortune well. 
While thus adorn'd, while thus . with , virtue 
* crown'd, , ; . . > 

At h9me in peace ; abroad* fin arms renown!d j 
Graceful in form, and w*ft%ingip addrefs; i. •„• > 
While well you thinfe, wjiat aptly you exprfek r 
With health, with honour, f witlfc a fair efcte, 
A table free, and elegantly neat, . . . * , 

.What can l?e added more,to mortal bljfs ? * 

\Vhat can he want th.at ftands pofleft pf, this.? .. » 
What can the fancied wifliipg jnc^fer.mope* 
Of heav'^atqentive, (for her .^implore r - ^ . 
Andyet,aha$ro^efs*^ . ' • ' 

Ortophilof<Jp^yfeye^l , .d i .alonjBjr . r. -t ;. <* 

[ A pre- 
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A precept which, unpra&is'd, renders vain 

Thy flowing hopes, and pleafure turns to pain* 

Shou'd hope and fear thy heart alternate tear, 

Or love, or hate, or rage, or anxious care, 

Whatever paffions may thy mind infeft, 

(Where is that mind which paffions ne'er moleft ?) 

A mid ft the pangs of fuch inteftine ftrife, 

Still think the prefent day the laft of life ; 

Defer not 'till to-morrow to be wife, 

Tomorrow's fun to thee may never rife ; 

Or ihou'd to-morrow chance to chear thy fight, • 

With her enliv'ning, and unlook'd-for light. 

How grateful will appear her dawning rays f 

Its favours unexpe&ed doubly pleafe. 

Who thus can think, and who fuch thoughts 

purfues, 
Content may keep his life, or calmly lofe. 
All proofs of this, thou may'ft thyfelf receive. 
When leifure from affairs will give thee leave. 
Come, fee thy friend retir'd, without regret, 
Forgetting care, or driving to forget, 
In eafy contemplation, foothing time 
With morals much, and now and then with 

rhyme ; 
Not fo robuft in body as in mind*, 
And always undejeded, tho' declined ; 
Not wond'ring at the world's new wicked ways, 
Compared with thofe of our fore- father's days : 
For virtue now is 1 neither more or lefs, 
And vice is only vary'd in the drefs : 
Believe it, men have ever been the fame, 
And Ovid's Golden Age is but a dream. 

We mall conclude the life of this eminent wit, 
with the'teftimony of Mr. Pope in his favour, 
from the clofe of his poftfcript to the tranfla* 
tion of Homer : It is in every refpe& fo honour- 
able, that it would be injurious to Mr. Congreve 

Vol, IV. N?. 17. £ to 
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to omit it. Kis words are- * Inflead of cn- 

* deavouring to raife a vain monument to myfelf, 

* let me leave behind me a memorial of my friend- 
1 fhip with one of the moft valuable men, as well 

* as the fineft writers of my age and country. One 

* who has tried, andlcnows by his own experience, 

* how hard an undertaking it is to do juftice to 

* Homer, and one who I'm fure fmcerely. rejoices 
4 with me at the period of my labours. To him 

* therefore, having brought this long work to a 
■• conclufion, I denre to dedicate it, and have the 

* honour and fatiifattion of placing togethtr in this 
■* jnanner, the names of Mr. Congreve and of 

'A.' POPE. 
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Sir John Vanbrugh* 

THIS Gentleman was defcended from an 
antient family in Cheftiire, which came ori- 
ginally from France ; though by the name it would 
appear to be of Dutch extraction. He received 
a very liberal education, and became eminent 
for his poetry, and Mil in architecture, to both 
which he discovered an early propenfion. It h 
fomewhat remarkable in the Hiftory of P03try> 
that when the ijririt of Tragedy, in a great meafure, 
declined, when Otway and Lee were dead, and 
Dryden was approaching to old age, that Comedy 
ihould then begin to flourifh; atan^Bra, which on* 
would not have expe&ed to prove aufpicious to the 
-caufe of mirth. 

Much about die fame time rofe Mr. Cohgreve, 
*md Sir John Vanbrugh ; who, without any 
invidious reflection on the genius of others, gaVe & 
new life to the ftage, and reftored it to reputation* 
vyhich before *hefr appearance had been for fome 
time finking. Happy would it nave been for the 
world, and fome advantage to the memory of thefe 
comic writers, if they had difcovered their wit, 
without any mixture of that licentioufnefs, which 
while it pleaied, tended to corrupt the audi- 
ence. 

¥ 2 , . The 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



loo The Li f e of . 

The firft ftcp our author made into life, was in 
the character of an 4hfign in the army. He was 
pofleffed of a very ready wit, and an agreeable 
elocution.. He happened fomewbere in his winter 
quartern, t<? contrail an acquaintance with Sir 
Thomas ' Skipwith, and received a particular 
obligation from him. He had very early dif- 
covered a tafte for dramatic writing, to improve 
which he made fome attempt in that way, and 
had the draft or ont-Hnes of two plays lying by 
him, at the time his acquaintance commenced 
witk Sir Thomas, This gentleman pofleffed a 
large iba^e in a Theatrical Patent, though he very 
little concerned hinafelf in the conduct of it ; but 
tfyat he might not appear altogether remifs, he 
thought to procure fome advantage to the ftage, by 
having, our author's play, called the Relapfe, to be 
a&ed upon it. In this he was not difappokited, for 
the Relapfe fucceeded beyond the warmeft expecta- 
tion, and raifed Vanbrugh's name very high a- 
jnqngft the writers for the flage* 

Tho'this play met with greater applaufe* than the 
author expected, yet it was npt without its enemies. 
Thefe were people of the graver fort, who blamr 
ed the loofenefs of the fcenes, and the unguarded 
freedom, of the dialed. Thefe complaints induced 
Vanbrugh to make fome obiervations upon them in 
his preface, which be thus begins, ' To go about 

* to excufe half the defe&s this abortive brat is 
' come into the world with, wouHL be to provoke 
' the town with a long ufelefs preface,, when 'tis> I 

* doubt, diffidently tour'd already, by a tedious 

* play. 

' I da therefore* with all the humility of a re- 

* penting finner, confefs it wants every thing— but 

* length, and in that J hope the fevereft critics 

* will be pleafed to acknowledge, I have not been 

i ^wanting. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Sir JOHN VANBRUGH. iot 

4 wanting. But my modefty will fore attoae for 
4 every thing, frhen the world (hall know it is fo 
4 great, I am even to this day infenfibk of thofe 
4 two mining graces, in the play (which Tone part 
4 of the town is plieafed to compliment me with) 
4 blafphemy and bawdy. For my part I cannot 
4 jind them out \ if there were any obfccne ex-* 
4 predion s upon the ftage, here they are in print ; 
4 for I have dealt fairly^ I have no* funk a fyllable, 
' that could be ranged under that head, and yet I 
4 believe with a Heady frith, there is not one 
• woman of real reputation, jn town, but when 
4 (he has read it impartially oyer in her clofet, 
4 will find k fo innocent, (he'll think it no affront 
4 to her prayer book, to lay it upon the fiuie 
4 welf.' 

Being encouraged by the fiiccefs of the Relapfe, 
he yielded to the foliicitarioa of lord HalUfax, 
who had read fbme of the loofe fheets of his Pro- 
voked Wife, to finifli that piece ; and after throw- 
ing them into a proper form, gave the play to the 
Theatre » LincoufVInn-Fields. Though Sir John, 
had a greater inclination to ferve the other com- 
pany, yet the requeft of lord HaHifax, fo eminent 
« patron of the poets, could not be refilled. Sir 
Thomas Skipwith was not offended at fo reafonabie 
a compliance, and the Provok'd Wife was a&ed 
1698,, with fuccefs. Some critics likewife object- 
ed againft this, as a loofe performance ; and that 
it taught the married women how to revenge 
themfelves on their huibands, who would offend 
them. 

The play has indeed this moral, that fuch huf- 
bands as refemble Sir John Brute, may expelt 
that negle&ed beauty, and abufed virtue, may- 
be provoked to yield to the motives of revenge, 

F j . and 



Digitized by LjOOQLC 



!<xa The Life of 

and that the forcible follicitations of an agreeabfe 
perfon, who not only demonftrates a value, but a 
paflion for what the pofleflor flights, may be fuf 
Mciently prevalent with an injured wife to forfeit 
her honour. 

Though this event may often fall out, that the 
brutality of a hufband produces the infidelity of 
a wife, yet it need not be (hewn upon the ftage ; 
women are not generally fo tame in their natures, 
as to bear neglelt with patience, and the natural 
refentments of the human heart will without any 
other monitor point out the method of revenge. Be- 
fides, every hufband ought not to be deemed a brute, 
beeaufe a too delicate, or ceremonious wife, fhal, in 
the abundance of her caprice, bellow upon him that 
appellation. Many women who have beheld this 
reprefentation, may have been Simulated to imitate 
lady Brute in her method of revenge, without hav- 
ing fuffered her provocation. This play verifies the 
obfervation of Mr. Pope, 

That Van wants grace, who never wanted wit. 

The next play- which Sir John Vanburgh intro- 
duced upon the ftage was Jfefop, a Comedy $ in 
two Parts, afted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane 1698. This was originally written in French, 
by Mr. Bourfart, about fix years before ; but the 
fcenes of Sir Polidorus Hogftye, the Players, the 
Senator, and the Beau, were added by our author. 
This performance contains a great deal of gene- 
ral fatire, and ufeful morality; notwithftanding 
which, it met with but a cold reception from the audi- 
ence, and its run terminated in about 8 or 9 days. 
This fecmed the more furprifing to men of tafte, as 
the French comedy from which it was taken, was 
played to crowded audiences for a month together. 

Sir 



y Google 



CT"' 



Sit JOHN VANBRUGH. ic$ 

Sir John ha-s rather improved upon the original by 
adding new fcenes, than fuiFered it to be.diminith- 
cd in % tranflation, but the French and the Eng- 
lifh tafte was in that particular very different. We 
cannot better account for the ill fuccefs of this 
excellent piece, than in the words of Mr. Cib- 
bcr's Apology for his own Life, when fpeak- 
ing of this play, he has the following obfervation ; 

* The character that delivers precepts of wifdom, 
' is, in feme fort, fevere upon the auditor, for 

• (hewing him one wifer than himfelf 5 but when 
' folly is his objeft, he applauds himfelf for be- 

• ing wifer than the coxcomb he laughs at, and 

* who is not more pleafed with an occafton to 
' commend, than to accufe himfelf V - 

Sir John Vanbrugh, it is faid, had great facility- 
in writing, and is not a little to be admired for 
the fpirit, eafe, and, readinefs, with which he pro- 
duced his plays. Notwithftanding his extraordina- 
ry expedition, there is a clear and lively fimpli- 
cky in his wit, that is equally diftant from the 
pedantry of learning, and the lownefs of fcurrili- 
ty. As the face of a fine lady, with her hair 
undrefled, may appear in the morning in its bright- 
eft glow of beauty ; fuch were the productions of 
Vanbrugh, adorned with only the negligent graces 
of nature. 

Mr. Cibber obferves, that there is fomething fo 
catching to the ear, fo eafy to the memory in all 
he wrote, that it was obferved by the aclors of 
his time, that the ftile of no author whatfoever 
gave the memory lefs trouble than that of Sir 
John Vanbrugh, which he himfelf has confirmed 
by a pleafing experience. His wit and humour 
was fo little laboured, that his moil entertaining 
fcenes feemed to be no more than his common 
conversation committed to paper. As his concep- 
F 4 tions 
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tions were fa full of life and humour, it is not 
much to be wondered at, if his mofe (hould be 
fometimes too warm to wait , the flow pace of 
judgment, or to end tire the drudgery of forming a 
regular Fable to them. 

That Sir John was capable of a great force of 
thinking, appears abundantly clear from that 
fcene between JECoip and a country gentleman, who 
comes to complain of the bad conduit of thofe in 
power. The dialogue is at once fenfible and anima- 
ted. iEfop (hews him what he reckoned the op- 
preffidns of the adminiJtration, flowed from the 
prejudices of ignorance, contemplated through the 
medium of popular discontent. In the interview 
between the Beau and the Philofopher, there is 
the following pretty fable. The Beau obferves to 
JEfop, • It is is Very well; it is very well, old 

• fpark 5 I fay it is very well ; bccaufe I han't * 

• pair of plod (hoes, and a dirty fliirt, you think 

• a ^voman won't venture upon me for huiband. 

• —Why now to (hew you, old father, how little 

• you philofophers know the ladies.-— — 111 tell yon 
4 an adventure of a friend of mine.' 

A Band, a Bob- wig and a Feather 
Attacked a lady's heart together, 
The band in a moft learned plea, 
Made up of deep philofophy, 
Told her, if (he would pleafe to wed 
A reverend beard, and take inftead 

Of vigorous youth, 

Old folemn truth, 
With books, and morals into bed, 
How happy (he would be. 

The Bob, he talk'd of management, 
What wond'rous bleflings Heav'n fent 

On 
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On care, and pains, and indufby j 
And truly he muft be jfo free, 
. To own he thought your airy beaux, 
With powdered wigs, and dancing (hoes,, 
Were good for nothing (mend his fool) 
But prate and talk, and play the fooL 

He Grid, 'twas wealth gave joy, andmirtftv 
And that to be the dcareft wife, 
Of One who laboured all his life* 
To make a mine of gold his own, 
And not fpend fixpence when he'd done 
Was Heaven upon earth. 

When thefe two blades had done, d 9 ye fee* 
The Feather (as it might heme) 
Steps out fir from behind the fkreeft, 
With fuch an air and fuch a mien, 
Look yon, old gentleman, in (horr* 
lie quickly fpotl'd the ftateiman's fport* 

It pror'd fuch fonfhine weather, 
That yon mail: know at the firft beck • 

The lady leapt about his neck, 

And off they went together. 

The reputation whkh 8k John gained by ha 
, eoaaedkts was rewarded with greater advantages* 
than Whs* arife from the ufual profits of writ- 
•ng for the Aage. He was appointed Claren- 
eieu* King at Arms, a place which . he fome time 
held, and at laft difpofed of. In Auguft 1716 he 
was appointed funreyor of die works at Green, 
wich Hefpitalj be waaiikewsfe made comptrol- 
ler-general of his Majefty's works, sad furveyor 
of the gardens and waters, the profits of' whick 
places, coHeaircW confidered, msift amount to *. 
vetyconfiderabkinm. 

Pj In 
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In fome part of our author's life (for we can- 
not juftly afcertain the time) he gratified an 
inclination of viiiting France. As curiofity no 
doubt induced ,him to pafs over to that country, 
he loft no time in making fuch obfervations as 
could enable him to difcern the fpirit, and genius 
of that polite people. His tafte for architecture 
excited him to take a furvey of the fortifications 
in that kingdom ; but the ardour of his curiofity 
drew him intoafnare, out of which he found great 
difficulty to efcape. When he was one day fur- 
veying fome fortifications with the ftricteft atten- 
tion, he was taken notice of by an Engineer, fe- 
cured by authority, and then carried prifoner 
to the Baftild in Paris. The French were con- 
firmed in fufpicions of his defign, by feveral 
plans beiug found in his poflefCon at the time he 
was feized upon ; but as the French, except in 
cafes of Herefy, ufe their prifoners with gentle* 
nefs and humanity, Sir John found his confine- 
ment fo endurable, that he amus'd himfelf in- 
drawing rude draughts of fonie comedies. This cir- 
* cumftance railing curiofity in Paris, feveral of the 
noblefle vifited him in the Baftile, when Sir John, 
who fpoke their language with fluency and ele- 
gance, infinuated himfelf into their favour by the 
vivacity of his wit, and the peculiarity of his hu- 
mour. He gained fo much upon their affections, 
that they reprefented him to the French King in 
an innocent light, and by that means procured bis 
liberty fome day*. before the foilicitation came from 
England. 

Sir John Vanbrugh formed a project of build- 
ing a Hately theatre in the Hay-market, for which 
he had intereft enough to. raife a fubfcription of 
thirty perfons of quality at 1 60 1. each, in cdnfi* 
.deration whereof^ every fubfcriber for his ow* 
life, fliould be admitted to whatever, entertain- 

ments 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 

fcai. ..' __ .. _ 



Sir JOHN VANBRUGH. 107 

tnents ihould be publickly performed there, with* 
oat farther payment for entrance. 

On the nrft done that was laid in this theatre, 
were infcribed the words Little Whig, as a com- 
pliment to a lady of extraordinary beauty, then 
Che celebrated toaft, and pride of that party. In 
the year 1 706 when this honfe was. finifhed, Mr. 
Betterton and his copartners put themfelves un- 
der the direction of Sir John Vanbrugh and Mr. 
Congreve; imagining that the conduct of two fuch 
eminent authors would reftore their ruined affairs ; 
but they found their expectations were too fan- 
guine* for though Sir John was an expe<jitious 
writer, yet Mr. Congreve was too judicious to let 
any thing come unhniftied out of his hands ; be- 
fides, every, proper convenience of a good the-r 
atre had been facrificed to (hew the audience a vail 
triumphal piece of architecture, in which plays, 
by means of the fpacioufnefs of the dome, %ould 
not be fuccefsfully reprefented, becaufe the actors 
could not be diftinctly heard. 

Not long before this time the Italian Opera 
began to ileal . into England, but in as rude a dif* 
guife, and as unlike itfelf as poflible ; notwith- 
Handing which the new monfter pie a fed, though it: 
had neither grace, melody, nor action to recom- 
mend it. To ftrike in therefore with the pre- 
vailing fafhion, Vanbrugh and Congreve opened 
their New Theatre in the Hay-market, with a 
translated Opera, fet to Italian mufic, called The 
Triumph off Love, but it met with a cold recep- 
tion, being performed only three days, to thin 
houfes. 

Immediately upon the failure of the Opera,, 
Vanbrugh produced his comedy called The Con- 
federacy, greatly improved from the Bourgois a. 
la mode of Dancour. The fuccefs of this play 
was not equal to its merit ; for it is written in an 
uncommon vein of humour, and abounds with the 
F 6 mofc 
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moft lively ftrokes of raillery. , The profpefls of 
gain from this theatre were fo vtry o; promifing, 
that Coagreve, in a few months, cave up his (hare 
and intereil in the government wholly to Sir John 
Vanbrngh; who being now fole proprietor of the 
fcoufe, was under a necemty to exert hhnfelf 
in its fupporr. As he had a happier talent for 
throwing the Engltih fpirit into his translations of 
French plays, than any former author who had 
borrowed from them, he, in the fame feafon, gave 
the public three more of that kind, viz. 

i. # Thc Cuckold in Conceit, from the Coca im*« 
ginaire of Moliere. 

a. Squire Treelooby, from his Monfieur de 
Pourceaugnac. 

3-^The Miftake, from the Depit Ataoureux of the 
fame Author *. 

However well executed thefe pieces Were, yet 
the; came to the ear in the fame undiftineuifhed 
utterance, by which almoft all their plays had e- 
qually fuffercd; for as few could plainly hear, 
it was not likely a great many would applaud. 

In this fituation it appears, that nothing but the 
union of the two companies could rcftore the ftage 
tp its former reputation. 

Sir John Vanbrugh therefore, tired of thea- 
trical management, thought of difpofing of his 
'whole farm to fome induftrious tenant, that might 
put it into better condition. It was to Mr. Owen 
Swiny , that in the exigence of his affairs, he made 
an ofer of his adors under fuch agreements of 

^ (alary 

• The two firft were aero priatcd fam 9k jetaft auuw 
*ri*t. 
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(alary as might be made with them j and of his 
houfe, cloaths, and fcenes, with the Queen's li- 
cenfe to employ them, upon payment of the* ca- 
fual rent of five pounds every, ading day, and not 
to exceed 700 1. per annum* With this propofal 
Mr. Swiny complied, and governed that ftage till 
another great theatrical revolution. 

There are two plays of our author not vet 
mentioned, viz. The Falfe Friend, a Comedy 1 
afted in 1698, and A Journey to London, a 
Comedy; which he left un£ni(hed. This laft 
piece was finished by Mr. Cibber to a very 
great advantage, and now is one of the beft co- 
medies in our language. Mr. Cibber, in his pro- 
logue, takes particular notice of our anther's vir- 
tuous intention in composing this piece, which, he 
fays, was to make fome amends for thofe loofe 
fcenes, which in the fire of his youth he had with 
more regard to applaufe, than virtue, exhibited to 
the public : but this deutn will be beft understood 
by inferring the prologue. 

PROLOGUE. 

This play took birth from principles of truth, . 
To make amends for errors paft, of youth. 




Himfelf condemned what fcnfual minds ad* 

mir'd. 
At leng^ he*wn'd that plays Acrid let yoa 

Not only what yoa are, but ought to be : 
Though vice was natural, 'twas never meant, 
The ftage JhoukUhew it, but for punishment f 
Warm with that thought his mofe once more 

look flame, 
lltforv'd to bring licentious life to flume, 

Suel| 
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Such was the piece, his lateft pen defign'd, 
But left no traces of his plan behind. 
Luxurious fcenes,. unpruntf, or half contriv'd ; 
Yet, through the mafs, his native fire furviv'd*: 
Rough as rich oar, in mines the treafure lay, 
Yet itell' 'twas rich, and forms at length a play. 
In which the bold compiler boafts no merit, 
- But that his pains have fav'd you fcenes of fpi- 
rit. 
Not fcenes that would a noi fy joy impart, 
But Aich as huih the mind, and warm the heart. 
From praife of hands, no fare account he 

draws. 
But fixM attention is, fin cere applaufe. 
If then (for hard you'll own the tafk) his art 
Can to thofe Embrion- fcenes new life impart; 
The living proudly would exclude his lays,. 
And to the buried bard refign the praife.- 

Sir John indeed appears to have been oft* 
en fenfible of the immorality of his fcenes; 
for in the year 1725 when the company of' 
comedians was called upon, in a manner 
that could not be. refitted, to revive the Pro- 
voked Wife, the author,, who. was confeious. 
how juftly it was expofed to cenfure, thought 
proper to fubftituie a new fcene in the 
fourth ad, in place of another, in which, in. 
the wantonnefs- of his wit and humour, he . 
had made a Rake talk like a Rake, in the. 
habit of a Clergyman. .To avoid which of- 
fence, he put the fame Debauchee into the Un- . 
drefs of a Woman of Quality ; for the cha- 
racter of a. fine lady, it Teems, is not reckon- 
ed fo indelibly facrcd, as that of a Church- - 
man. Whatever follies he expofed in the pet- 
ticoat kept him-- at lead clear of his former im- 

pujtecL 
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poted prophanenefs, and appeared now to the, 
audience innocently ridiculous. 

This ingenious dramatift died of a quthfey at 
his houfe in Whitehall, on the 26th of March 
1726. He was a man of a lively imagination, 
' of a facetious, and engaging humour, and as 
he lived efteemed by all hie acquaintance, fo he 
died without leaving one enemy to reproach his 
memory ; a felicity which few men of public 
employments, or poffefled of fa diftinguiftied a 
genius, ever enjoyed. He has left behind him. 
monuments of fame, which can never periih but 
with tafte and politencfc. 




Sir 
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Sir Richard Steele, Knt. 

THIS celebrated genius was born in (relanflL 
Hit father being a counsellor at law, and 
-private (ecretary to James duke of Ormood, he 
went over with his grace to that kingdom* when 
he was raifed to the dignity of lord lieutenant *. 
*#ur wither when but very young, came over into 
England ; and was educated at the Charter- Houfe 
fchool in London, where Mr. Addifon was his 
fchool-fellow, and where they contracted a friend- 
flap which continued firm till the death of that 
great man* 

His inclination leading him to the army, he rode 
for £>me time privately in the guards ; in which 
ftation, as he himfelf tells us, in his Apology for 
his Writings, he firft became an author, a way of 
life in which the irregularities' of youth are confider- 
ed as a kind of recommendation. 

Mr. Steele was born with the moft violent pro- 
pennon to pleafure, and at the fame time was mailer 
of fo much good fenfe, as to be able to difeern the 
extreme folly of licentious courfes, their moral un- 
fitness, and the many calamities they naturally pro- ' 
ducc. He maintained a perpetual ftrugde between 
reafon and appetite. He frequently fell into indi- 
gencies, which coft him many a pang of remorfe,. 
and under the convidion of the danger of a vicious 
life, he wrote his Chrifttan Hero, with a defign t» 

fix 

• General DiGtoaary, jqL feb p, 395* 
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fix upon his own mind a ftrong impreflion of virtue 
and religion. But this fecret admonition to his 
continence he judged too weak, ami therefore in 
die year 1 701. printed the book with his name pre* 
fixed, in hopes that a Handing evidence againft him- 
felf in the eyes of the world, might the more forci- 
bly induce him to lay a reftfaint upon his defires, 
and make him afiamed of vice, fo contrary to his 
own fenfe and conviction. 

This piece was the firft of any note, and is efteem'd 
by feme as one of the beft of Mr. Steele's works ; 
he gained great reputation by it, and recommended 
hinSelf to the regard of all pious and good men. 
But while he grew in the efteem of the religious 
and worthy, he funk iathe opinion of his old com- 
panions in gaiety : He was reckoned by diem to 
have degenerated from the gay, fyrigfhtry compa- 
nion, to the dull diiagreeable pedant, and they mea- 
sured the leaft levity of his words and actions with 
the chara&er of a Chriftian Hero. Thue he found 
Jiimfeif flighted, intend of befog encouraged for 
his declarations as to religion 5 but happily thofe 
who held torn in contempt for his defence of piety 
and geodnefs were characters, with whom to 
be at variance is virtue. But Mr. Steele, who 
could not be content with the Aiflrage of the 
Good only, without the concurrence of the Gay, 
fet about recovering (be favour of the latter by 
innocent means: He introduced a Comedy on 
die ftage, called Grief A-la-Mode, in which, tho' 
full of incidents that move laughter, and infpire 
chearfalnefs, virtue and vice appear juft as they 
* ought to do. This play was acted at the Theatre 
in Drury Lane 1 702, and as nothing can make the 
town fo fond of a man, as a fuccefsful play j fo 
this, with fome other particulars enlarged on to 
his advantage, recommended him to king William, 
and his name to be provided for was in the laft 
table-book worn by his majefty. 

He 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



* 



ii4 The Life of 

He had before this time procured a captain V 
commiffion in the lord Lucas's regiment, by the in- 
terest of lord Cutts, to whom he dedicated his 
Chriilian Hero, and who likewife appointed him 
his fecretaiy : His next appearance as a writer, 
was in the office of Gazetteer, in which he obferves 
in the fame apology for himfeif, he worked faith- 
fully, according to order, without ever erring againfl 
the rule obferved by all minifters, to keep that 
paper very innocent, andinfipid. The reproaches 
he heard every Gazette-day againft the writer of 
it, infpired him with a fortitude of being remark- 
ably negligent of what people faid, which he did 
not deferve." In endeavouring to acquire this ne- 
gligence, he certainly acted a prudent part, and 
gained the moil important and leading advantage, 
with which every author ihould fet out. 

Whoever writes for the public, is fure to draw 
down envy on himfeif from fome quarter or 
other, and they who are refolved never to be 
pleafed, confider him as too afluming, and diicover 
their refentment by contempt. How miferable is 
the Hate of an author ! It is his misfortune in com- 
mon with the fair fex, 

To pleafe too little, or to pleafe too much. 

If he happens to J>e a fuccefsful writer, his friends 
who become then proud of his acquaintance, flatter 
him, and by foothing his vanity teach him to over- 
rate his importance, and white he grafps at univer*. 
fal fame, he lofes by too vigorous an effort, what 
he had acquired by diligence and application : If 
he pleafes too little, that is, if his works are not 
read, he is in a fair way of being a great lofer by 
his attempt to pleafe. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Steele ftill continued to write plays. In 
the year 1703 his Comedy, entitled the Tender 
Hufband, or the Accomplished Fools, was acted at 
the Theatre in Drury-Lane ; as his Comedy of the 
Lying-Lovers, or the Ladies Friendfhip, was like- 
wife the year following, both with fuccefs j fo that ' 
his reputation was now fully eftabliftied. 

In the year 1709 he began the Tatler, the firft 
of which was puolifhed on Tuefday April the 1 2th, 
and the laft on Tuefday January the 2d, 1710-11. 
This paper greatly increafing his fame, he was pre- 
ferred to be one of the commiffioners of the ftamp 
office. Upon laying down the Tatler, he fet up, in 
concert with Mr. Addifon, the Spectator, which was 
continued from March the 1 ft, 1710-1 1, to Decem- 
ber the 6th 1712; and refumed June 18th 1714* 
and continued till December the 20th, the fame 
year. 

The Guardian was Jikewife publiflicd by them, in 
1713, and in the October of the fame year, Mr. Steele 
began a political paper, entitled the Englifhman. 

In the Spectator, Mr. Steele's papers are marked 
with the letter T. and in them* are contained the 
moft pictcrefque deferiptions of low life, of which 
he was perfect mafter. . Humour was his talent, 
though not fo much confined to that call of writing 
to be incapable of painting very tender fcenes ; 
witnefs his Confcious Lovers, which never fails to 
draw tears ; and in fome of. his Spectators he has 
written in fo feeling a manner, that none can read 
them without emotion. 

He had a ftrong inclination to find out 
the humours of low life, and to make himfe.'f 
mafter of them. When he was at Edinburgh, as 
one of the commiffioners on the forfeited eftates, he 
one day made a very fplendid feaft, and while 
his fervants were furprized at the great prepara- 
tions. 
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tions, and were expecting every moment to carry 
out his invitations to the company for whom they 
imagined it was prepared, he commanded them to > 
gp oat to the (beet, and pick np whatever beggars, 
and poor people they faw, and invite them to his 
houfe : The Servants obeyed, and Sir Richard foon 
faw himfelf at the head of 40 or 50 beggars, to- 

tether with fome poor decay'd tradefmen. After 
inner he plied them with punch and wine, and 
when the frolic was ended, J*e declared, that be- 
sides the pleafure of feeding fo many hungry per- 
fons, ho had* learned from them humour enough for 
a good comedy. 

Our author was a man of the higheft benevo- 
lence} he celebrates a generous action with a 
warmth that is only peculiar to a good heart ; and 
however he may be bfauned for want of eeeonomy, 
&c. yet was he the moft agreenblc, and if we 
may be allowed the expreffion, the moft inno- 
cent rake, that ever trod the rounds <tf indulgence. 

He wrote feveral poetical pieces, particularly 
the Engiifhman's thanks to the dnke of Marlbo- 
rough, printed in 171 1 ; a letter to Sir Miles Whar- 
ton, concerning Occafional Peers, dated March yth, 
1713. The Guardian of Auguft the 7th, 1713 ; 
and the importance of Dunkirk considered, in de- 
fence of that Guardian, in a letter to the bailiff of 
Stockbridge : The French Faith reprelented in the 
prefent ftate of Dunkirk : The Crhis, a Letter to 
a Member of Parliament, concerning the bill to 
prevent the prefent Growth of Schifm, dated May 
*&> 1714 s and his Apology for himfelf and his 
Writings. 

Thefe pieces (hew how much he was difoleafed 
with the laft meafores of Queen Anne, and were 
written to combat the Tory miniftry; to bppofe 

which 
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which he fct about procuring a feat in Parliament . 
for which pnrpofe he refigned his place of commif- 
fiQucr of the ftamp-offioe, kt June. 171 3, in a letter 
tp the earl. of Oxford* lord high treafurer, and 
was. chofen member of the Houfe of Commons, 
for the Borottgh of Stockbridge. But he did not 
long enjoy his feat in that houfe before he was 
expelled, onthei8th of March 17139 for writing 
the Eagfiihman, being the dofe of the paper fo 
called; andtheCrifis *. 

In 1714 he publifhed the Rotnim Eeelefiaftical 
Hiftory of late years, and a paper intided The 
Lover ; the firft of whkh appeared Thurfday Fe- 
bruary 25, 1 71 4, and another intkled the Reader, 
which began on Thurfday April 22, the fame year. 
In the forth Number of this laft paper, he gave an 
account of his defign of writing the Hiftory of the 
Duke of Marlborough, from proper materials in 
his cuftody : the relation to commence from the 
date of his grace's commiffion, as captain-general, 
and plenipotentiary ; and to end with the expiration 
of thefe commimons. But this noble defign he 
lived not to execute, and the materials were after- 
wards returned to the duchefs of Marlborough, 
who left them to Mr. Mallet* with a handfome 
gratuity for the execution of Sir Richard's defign.* 

Soon after the acceffion of king George the Ift to 
the throne, Mr. Steele was appointed furveyor of the 
royal (tables at Hampton-Court, and governor of the 
royal company of Comedians, by a patent, dated 
January 19, 1714-15. He was likewife put into 
die commiffion of the peace for the county of 
Middlefex; and in April 171 5 received the ho- 
nour of knighthood from his majefty. In the firft 

parliament 

* HbexpolfiaAwisawfrg, to the fjlmm of-tta then pre- 
vailing party ;~ what they d^ign'd as a dhgrace, prov*d an 
honour to him* ' 
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parliament of that king, he was chofen for Borough- 
brigg in Yorkfliire ; and after the fuppreflmg the Re- 

' belHon in the North, was appointed one of the com- 
miifioners of the forfeited eftates in Scotland* 
where he received from feveral of the nobility and 
gentry of that part of the united kingdom the 
moil diftinguiflrfng marks of refpe&. He contracted 
a friendfhip while in Scotland, with one Hart, a 
Prefbyterian minifter in Edinburgh, whom he after- 
wards honoured with his correfpondence : This 
Hart he ufed merrily to ftile the Hangman of the 
Gofpel, for though he was a facetious good-natur'd 
man, yet he had fallen into a peculiar way of 
preaching what he called the Terrors of the Law, 
and denounced anathemas from the pulpit without 
referve. 

Sir Richard held frequent conventions with 
Hart, and other minifters, concerning the re- 
iteration of epifcopacy, the antient church-govern- 
ment of that nation, and often obferved that; it was 
pity, when the two kingdoms were united in lan- 
guage, in drefs, in politics, and in all effential 
points, even in religion, mould yet be divided in 
the ecclefiaftical adminiftration, which dill ferves to 

. maintain a kind of alienation between the people. 
He found many of the Scots well difpofed towards 
prelacy ; but the generality, who were taught to 
contemplate the church of England, with as much 
horror as that of Rome, could not foon be prevailed 
upon to return to it. 

Sir Richard wimedwell to the interefts of religion, 
and as he imagined that Union would promote it, 
he had fome thoughts of propofing it at court, but 
the times were unfavourable. The Prefbyterians 
had lately appeared active againft the rebels, and. 
were not to be difobliged ; but fuch is now the good 

vunderftanding between the eptfcopal and prefbyterian 
parties, that a few conceffions on the one fide, and not 
many advances on the other, poffibly might produce 
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an amicable coalition, as it is chiefly in form, rather 
than in articles of religion, in which they differ. 

In the year 171 5 hepubljlhed an account of the 
ftate of the Roman Catholic Religion throughout 
the World, translated from an Italian matauicript, 
with a dedication to the Pope, giving him A very 
particular account of the ftate of religion amongft 
the Proteftants, and feveraji other matters of im- 
portance, relating to Great-Britain ; but this dedi- 
cation is fuppofed to be written by another very 
eminent hand, more converfant in fubje&s of that 
nature than Sir Richard. 

The fame year our author publiihed a Letter 
from the earl of Marr to the king, before his ma* 
jefty's arrival in England ; with fome remarks on 
my lord's fubfequent conduct ; and the year follow- 
ing a fecond volume of the Englidiman, and in 
1718 an account x>£ a Fifti-Pooi, which was 9. 
project of his for bringing fiih to market alive, for 
which he obtained a patent. 

In 1 71 9 he publifhed a pamphlet called the 
Spinfter, and a Letter to the Earl of Oxford, con- 
cerning the Bill of Peerage, which bill he oppofed 
in the Houfe of Commons. Some time after, he 
wrote againft the South-Sea-Scheme ; his Crifis of 
pofterity ; and another piece intitled, A Nation a 
Family ; and on Saturday January the 2d, 1719-20, 
he began a paper called the Theatre, during the 
courfe of which his patent of governor of the 
Royal Company of Comedians, being fufoended by 
Jus majefty, he publiihed, The State of the Cafe, 

In the year 1722, he brought his Confcious 
iLovers on the ftage, with prodigious fuccefs. This 
is the laft and moll finished of all Sir Richard's 
Comedies, and 'tis doubtful if there is upon the 
ftage, any more inftru&ing ; that tends to con- 
vey a finer moral, or is better conducted in its 
defign. We have already obferved, that it is impof- 
fible to witnefs the tender fcenes of this Comedy 

without 
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without emotion ; that is, no man of feeling and 
humanity, who has experienced the delicate foli- 
citudes of lore and affettion, can do it. Sir Ri- 
chard has told us, that when one of the players 
told Mr. Wilks, that there was a General weeping 
for Indiana ; he politely obferved, that he would 
not fight the worfe for that ; and indeed 
what a- noble fchool of morality would the ft age 
be, if all thofe who write for it would obferve 
fuch delicate chaftity ; they would then inforce art 
honourable and virtuous deportment, by the mod 
infinuating and eafy means ; they would fo allure 
the audience by the amiable form of goodnefs re- 
prefented in her native lovelinefs, that he who 
could refift her charms, muft be fomething more 
than wicked. 

When Sir Richard finifhed this Comedy, the 
parts of Tom and Phillis were not then in it : 
He read it to Mr. Cibber, who candidly told him, 
that though he liked his play upon the whole, 
both in the call of the characters and execution of 
them ; yet, that it was rather too grave for an Eng- 
lifh audience, who want generally to laugh at a 
Comedy, and without which in their opinion, the 
end is not anfwered. Mr. Cibber then propofed the 
addition of fome comic characters, with which Sir , 
Richard agreed, and faw the propriety and force of 
jtbe obfervation. This comedy (at Sir Richard's re- 
quell) received many additions from,and were greatly 

improved by Mr. Cibber. Our author dedicated 

this work to the king, who made him a prefer^ of 500I. 

Some years before his death, he grew paralytic, 
and retired to his feat atLangunner,nearCaermarthen 
in Wales, where he died September the ift, 1720 j 
and was privately interred according to his own de- 
fire, in the church of Caermartnen. 

Befides his writings above- mention ened, he began 
on Saturday the 17th of December, ayweekly paper 
in quarto, called the Town-Talk, in a letter to 

a lady 
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a, l»4x itt;^. country ; and a#o&ev, intitled tke 
TeajTafrk t Re h*j& likewjfe planned .a comedy 
wtiqb he i*fceitfkd tp call TJia School of Aclion. 
v .. . i !A s Sir Richard was beloved when living, 
£o hi* loft was fincereiy regretted at his death. 
He wa* a, nwi of undiflembted, and extenfivebe- 
i»evp}gnce.; a ; friend to d»e friendlefs, and as far 
a*, y? ciisupnflajaceSi wpuM permit, the father of 
«#ery pgyhan : Hi^ works are chafe, and man- 
ly* h&himielf adduced virtue, and hn drew her as 
■ w^aly a* (he\is : : of his works it may be faid, as 
Sir George Lyttleton in his prologue to Coriola- 
ngs abferoee* of Thomfon, that there arc not in 
tJiem 

Qne.COnwptecL oae ija^oral thought, 

- . ¥ 

He was 4 flmgar to, the moft diftant appearance 
of envy, or analjwcJence, ncxres jealous of any man's 
growing reputation, and fa Jar from arrogating 
.any pcaifo tohunftlf, from nis corijmi&ion with 
\Mx* Adctffim, that he was. the firft who deSrcd hiih 
to jdittfeguftfe his papers in the Spectator, * aad af- 
ter tha death ©f that great aanwssa fahhfulex*. 
eo^tor :of his fame, notwichftandihg am afpeifioh 
tabid* W. Ticket! was fo unjaft to throw upon 
ttaa* , Sir Jlichantfs grcateft error was want ofoetor- 
aMiy, as appears from the two flowing inftance% 
' related by the elegant water of Mr. Savage's Life, 
to whom: that gentleman communicated them. 

* Savage was once defired by Sir Richard, with 
' aiLaar of {he utraoft- importance, to come very 
«i early. to.hu houfit«hendxtmoraing, Mr. Savage 
« came as he had promifed, found the chariot ft 
«: eke deoc, ami Sir Bichard waiting for him ready 
f to go out. What was intended, and whiiher they 

Vol. IV* N*. 17. G • were 
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4 were to go, Savage could not conjecture, and was 
4 not willing to inquire % but immediately feated 
4 himfelf with Sir Richard : The coachman was 
4 ordered to drive, and they horned with the utmoft 

* expedition to Hyde-Park Corner, where they 
4 flopped at a petty tavern, and retired to a private 
4 room. Sir Richard then informed him, that he 
4 intended to publi(h a pamphlet, and that he deilred 
4 him to come thither, that he might write for him. 
4 They foon fat down to the work, Sir Richard 
4 dictated, and Savage wrote, till the dinner which 
4 had been ordered, was pot upon the table. Savage 
4 was {urprifed at the meannefs of the entertainment, 
4 and after fome hefitation, ventured to afk for 
4 wine, which Sir Richard, not without reluctance 
4 ordered to be brought. They then finished their 
4 dinner, and proceeded in their pamphlet, which 
4 they concluded in the afternoon. Mr. Savage then 
4 imagined his talk over, and expelled that Sir 
4 Richard would call for the reckoning 4Uid return 
4 home ; but his expectations deceived him, for Sir 
4 Richard told him he was without money and that 

* the pamphlet rnuft be fold before the dinner could 

• be paid for ; and Savage was therefore obliged to 
4 go and offer their sew production to fak for two 

* guineas, which with fome difficulty he obtained. 
Sir Richard then returned home, having retired 
4 that day only to avoid his creditors, and oosv- 

• pofed the pamphlet only to difcharge his rec- 

• Koning.' As Savage has faid nothing to the 
contrary, it is reasonable to conjecture that he 
had Sir Richard's permiffion to ufe his name to 
tiie Bookfeller, to whom he made an offer of it 
for two guineas, otherwife it is very improbable 
that the pamphlet would be ibid at all in fo fhort 
a time. 

The other inftance is equally uncommon with 
Che former; 

Sir 
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Sir Richard having invited to his houfe a 
great number of perfons of the firft quality, they 
were furprized at the number of liveries which 
furrounded the table ; and after dinner, when wine 
and mirth had fct them free from the obfervation 
of rigid ceremony, one of them enquired of Sir 
Richard, how fuch an expenfive train of domeftics 
could be confident with his fortune ? Sir Richard 
frankly confefled, that they were fellows of whom 
he would very willingly be rid. And being then 
afked why he did not difcharge them ; he declared 
that they were Bailiffs who had introduced them* 
felves with an execution, and whom, fince he 
could not fend them away, he had thought it con- 
venient to imbellifh with liveries, that they might 
do him credit whilft they ftaid. 

His friends were diverted with the- expedient, 
and by paying the debt, difcharged the attendance; 
having obliged Sir Richard to promife that they 
fliould never find him again graced with a retinue 
of the fame kind. 

He married to his firft wife a gentlewoman of 
Barbadoes, with whom he had a valuable Planta- 
tion there on the death of her brother, who was 
taken by the French at Sea as he was coming to 
England, and died in France. This wile dying 
without ifTue, he married Mary, the daughter of 
Jonathan Scurlock of Langunnoc in Carmarthan- 
ihire, efq; by whom he had one ion, Eugene, who 
died young : of his two daughters, one only is liv- 
'ing ; which lady became fole heirefs to a handfome 
eftate in Wales. She was married, when young, 
to the.hon. John Trevor, efq; one of the judges of 
the principality of Wales; who fince, by the death 
of his brother, has taken his feat in the Houfe 
of Lords, as Baron Trevor, &c« 



G 2 Andrew 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



124 Tb» Lin of 






Andrew Marvel, Efq; ^ 

XHIS ingenious gentleman was the Ton of 
Mr. Atttoew Marvel, Minifter and School* 
: of Kihgfton upon Hull, in Yorkfhire, and 
was born iiMbat town in the rear 1620 *. He 
was admitted into Trinity College in Cambridge 
December 14* 16^3, where he had not beea long 
before bis ftidies were interrupted by the follow- 
fog accident:. 

Some J-efafrs with whom he familiarly con- 
verfed, obferving in him a genius beyond his years, 
ufed their utmpft efforts to profely te him to their ' 
faith** which they imagined they could mere eaii- 
lv aqooroplUh whole- hie was yet young. They fo 
fyr Succeeded as tp feduce Aim from the college, 
and carry him to London, where, after ibine 
months- abfence, bis father found him in. a Book- 
feller's fttop, and prevailed upon him- to. return to 
the college. 

He afterwards purfued his ftudaes wkh the moft 
indefatigable application, and in the year 1638, 
took the degree of bachelor of arts, and the fame 
jear was admitted fcholar of the houfe, that is, 

•f A diiappointment occafioned our tfcroypgg. this life out 
of the chronlogical order. Ifr,t we hope the, candid reader 
will pardon a fault of this kind : we only wiih he may find 
nothing of more confequence to accufe us of* 

• Cook's Life of Andrew Marvel, Efqj prefixed to the firft 
v^uuft-of Mr. Marvel's Wprl^ London 17*6. 

I of 
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of the foundation at Trinity College J. Wc have 
no farther account of him for feveral years after 
tWs, bnly that he travelled through the inoft polite 
pitftt of the World, but in what quality wc are 
not tertaih, unleft In . that of fecretary to the 
eihbafliy at C&hftantinopte. 

While our author was in France, lie wrote his 
poem entitled Cuidam, qui legend o Scriptu ram, de- 
icrtpflt Formam, Sapientiam, Sortemque Authorise 
Itluflriffimo Vifo Domino Lanccloto Jofepho de 
Maftiban Grammatomanti. 

The perfon to whom he addrefles thefe verfes 
was an Abbot, famous for entering into the qua- 
lities of thofe whom he had never feen, and 
prognosticating their good, or bad fortune from . 
an ihfpeclion of their hand-writing. 

During the troubles of the Republic we find him 
tutor to ctae Mr. Dutton* a young gentleman ; as 
appears from ah original letter of bis to Olive* 
Crottwel. This letter fent to fo extraordinary * 
perfoh bjr a man of Mr. Marvel's confequence, 
may excite the reader's curiofity, with which, 
he fhall be gratified. It Carries in it much ' 
of that ftHFnefi and pedantry peculiar to the 
times, and is Very different from t&e ufUal ftile 6f 
orfr au&dr. 

m§ Wayit^kafeypurLoaDSHiF, 

4 It night perhaps feem fit fer me to feek out 
wools tb er*e your excellence thanks for myfeif . 
But mitm the osdy civility, which it is fit for 
me to pra&is* whit fo eminent *- .perfon, is to 
obey jrou, and toipctfofm hfoe&ly this work which 
yo« *lwve fetnse *bdut Therefore I 4hall ufe the 
time that your lordfhip is pleafed to allow me for 

% Wfe tf*i A*ri. 

G 3 writing, 
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writing, only to that purpofe for which you have 
given me it, ihat is, to render you fome account 
of Mr. Dutton. I have taken care to examine 
him feveral times in the prelence of Mr. Oxen- 
bridge *, as thofe who weigh and tell over mo- 
ney, before fome witnefles e'er they take charge of 
it ; for I thought that there might be poffibly fome 
lightnefs in the coin, or error in the telling, which 
hereafter I might be bound to make good. There- 
fore Mr. Oxenbridge is the beft to make your exp- 
edience an impartial relation thereof; I (hall on- 
ly fay, that I in all ftrive according to my beft un- 
derftanding to increafe whatsoever talent he may 
* have already. Truly he is of a gentle, and waxen 
difpofnion j and, God be praifed, I cannot fay that 
he hath brought with him any evil impreffion ; 
and I hope to fet nothing upon his foirit, but 
what fliall be of a good fculpture. He hath in 
him two things, which make youth moft eafily to 
be managed, modefty, which is the bridle to vice, 
and emulation, which is the fpur to virtue. And 
the care which your excellency is pleafed to take 
of him, is no fmall encouragement, and (hall be 
reprelented to him ; but above all, I (hall labour 
to make him fenfible of his duty to God, for then 
we begin to ferve faithfully, when we connder 
that he is our mailer ; and in this both he and I 
owe infinitely to your lordfhip, for having placed 
in fo godly a family as that of *Mr. Oxenbridge, 
whofe doctrine and example are like a book and 
a map, not only inftru&ing the ear, but demon- 
ftrating to the eye which, way we ought to travel. I 
ihall upon occahon henceforward inform your ex- 
cellency of any particularities in oar little affairs. 
I have no more at prefent but to give, thanks to 

* Mr. John Oxenbridge, who wit made fellow of Eton „ 
College during the ciril war, but ejected at the Reftoration; 
ke died in New England, and was a very eathttfiaftic perfon. 

God 
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God for your lordflup, and to beg grace of him, 
to approve myfelf 

• • •» 

Mr. MarvcTs firft appearance m public bofinefe 
at home, was,, in being af&ftant to Milton as La- 
tin fecretary to the Protedor. He himfelf tells 
us, in a piece called The Rehearfal Tranfpofed, . 
that he never had any, not the remoteft relation to 
public matters, nor correfpondence with the per* 
ions then predominant, until the year 1657, when 
indeed, fays he, * I entered into an employment,, 
' for which I was not altogether improper, and 

* which I confidered to be the mod innocent, and 

* inorTcnfive towards his- Majefty's affairs of any 

* in that ufarped, and irregular government, to 

* which alL men were then expofed ; and this I 

* accordingly difcharged,. without difbhHging any 
' one perfon, there having been opportunities, ana 
4 endeavours fince his Majefty's happy rerurn, to 

* have difcovered, had it been other wife/ 

A little before the Reftoration, he was chofen by 
his native town, Kingfton upon Hull, to fit in 
that Parliament which began at Weftminfter April 
25, 1660, and again after the Reftoration for that 
which began at the fame place May 8, 1661. In 
this ftation our author difcharged his truft with the 
utmoft fidelity, and always (hewed a peculiar re- 
gard for thofe he reprefentedj for he conftantly 
lent the particulars of every proceeding in the 
Houfe, to the heads of the town for which he was> 
ele&ed ; and to thofe accounts he always joined 
his own opinion. This refpe&ful behaviour gain- 
ed fo much on their affe&ions, that they allowed 
him an honourable pension to hk death, all which, 
time he continued in Parliament. 

G 4 Mr. 
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'Mr. MarVel waftriorehdc^red with the grft of eSfb- 
quence, for he feldom fpoke in the ltdtffei ' btit was 
however capable of forming an excellent judgment 

- of things, ' and was fo acute a difcerner of cha- 
racters, that his opinion was greatly valued, and 

, he had a powerful iirmtenoe dver roawy of 'the 
Members without doors. Prince Rupert particu- 
larly efteemefl him, and whenever to voted agree- 
able to the fenthnents of Mr. Marvel, it was 
a faying of the oppofite party, he has Jaien with 
his, tutor. The intimacy between this* Uluitrious 
foreigner, and our author was foigreat, that when 
it wa> unf&fe for the latter to have it know»n where 
he lived, on account of fome mifchief which was 
threatened him, the prince would frequently 
vrfit him in a difguifed habit. Mr. Marvel watt 
often in fuch danger of afTafEnatkm, that he w» 
obliged to have his letters directed to him in an- 
other name, to prevent any difcoVery that way. 
He made Wmfelf obnoxious to the governrrftitft, ' 
both by his 'action*, smd writings? and nolWith- 
ftanding his proceedings wefe all contrary to hk 
private iritereft, nothing could ever make his re- 
faration, of which die following is a nottfbfc 
instance, and trarifmits our author's name with 
ltfftre to pofterjty. 

One night he was entertained by the King, who 
had often been delighted with his company : his 
Majefty next day fent the lord treasurer Danby to 
find out his lodging; Mr. Marvel, then rent- 
ed a room up two pair of flairs, in a- little court 
in the Strand, and was writing when the lord 
treafurer opened the. door abruptly upon him. 
Surprized at the fight of fo unexpected a Vifrtor, 
M^ Marvel told his lordfliip, that he believed he 
had miftaken his way ; the lofrd Danby replied, 
not now 1 have fbttftd Mr. Marvel : tefiihg hrm 
that he came with a meflage from his Majefty, 
which was to know what he could do to ferve 

him? 
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-Win ? his anfwer Was, in his ufual faceifotts nittf- 
fier, that it was not in hisMajefty's pbwer tplfenre 
him : but coming to a feridos explanation 'of 'fife 
meaning, ( he told the lord treafurer, that he«wcH 
-knew the nature bf courts, and 'that whdever b 
^iftinjruHhedty a Prince's favdur, is certainly' etf- 
fecled to vote in his intereft. The lord Dftfithr 
*old hito, th*t his Majefty had only a jiift fcrife 
**f his merits, in regard to which alone, he de- 
fired to know whether there was any place at coitft 
lie could be pkafed 'with. Thefe Offers, though 
vrged with the gfeateft earneftnefs, had no effect 
upon him ; he told the lord treafurer, that I^e 
«oukL not accept it with honour, fbr he muft ei- 
ther be ungrateful to the King by voting ajjajrlft 
"him, or betray his country by giving his voice a- 
'gftiifft its intereft, at leaft what he reckoned lb. 
The only favour therefore which he begged' of his 
Majefty, was, that he would efleem. hihi as flu*- 
f dl a fi&jea as any he had, and ihore in his pro- 
sper intereft in rejecting his offers, than if he had 
embraced them. The lord Dariby finding no ar- 
-gttments would prevail, told him, the King kid 
ordered a thoufand pounds for him, which he 
'Hoped he woufd accept, 'till he could think what 
farther to afk of his Majefty. This laft tempta- 
r *ion was refifled with the fame fiedfaitaef* of mind 
as tbe firift. 

The reader muft 'have already taken notfce 
i&at Mr. Marvel's chief fupport was the penfidn 
allowed nim by his conftituents, that his lodgings 
were mean, aim confequently his circumftancea 
at this time could not be affluent. His refill- 
ing thefe temptations, therefore in fitch a actua- 
tion, was perhaps one of the moft heroic in* 
fiances of patriot inn the Annals of England can fair, 
'ttifh. But hi* conduct will be ftill heightened into a 
-more amiable light, when it is related, that as 
x foon ta&eldjd treifbitr had taken mi leave, he 
G s was 
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was obliged to fend to a friend to borrow a guinea 
As the mod powerful allurements of riches, 
and honour, could never feduce him to re- 
linquiih the intereit of his country, fo not even 
the moft immenfe dangers could deter him from 
purfuing it. In a private letter to a friend from 
Highgate, in which he mentions the infuperable 
hatred of his foes to him, and their deugn of 
snurthering him, he has thefe words; Praeterea 
magis occidere metuo quam occidi, non quod vi- 
tam tanti .aeftimem, fed ne imparatus moriar, i. e. 

* Befides, 1 am more apprehenfive of killing, than 

* being killed, not that I value life fo much, but 

* that I may not die unprepared. 9 Mr. Marvel did 
not remain an unconcerned member of the Hate, 
when he faw encroachments made upon it both 
by the civil, and ecclefiaftical powers. He faw 
that fome of the bifhops had formed an idea of 
proteftantifrn very different from the true one, and 
were making fuch advances towards popery, as 
would foon iflue In a reconciliation. Amcngft 
thefe eccleliaftics, none was fo forward as £>r. 
Samuel Parker, who publifhed at London 1672 in 
8vo. bifhop BramhaFs Vindication of himfelf, and 
the Epifcopal Clergy* from the Prefbyterian charge 
of Popery, as it is managed by Mr. Baxter in his 
Treatife on the Grotian Religion. Dr. Parker 
likewife preached up the do&rine of Non-refift- 
ance, which flavifh principle is admirably calcu- 
lated' to prepare the people for receiving any 
yoke. Marvel, whofe talent confided in drollery, 
more than in ferious reafoning, took his own me- 
thod of expofing thofe opinions. He. wrote a piece 
called The Rehearfal Tranfpofed, in which he ve- 
ry fucce&fully ridiculed Dr. Parker, This ludi- 
crous eiTay met with feveral anfwers, fome feri- 
ous, and others humorous ; we fhall not here enu- 
merate all the Rejoinders, Replies, and Animad- 
vcrfions upon it. Wood himfelf confeiTes, who 

was 
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was an avowed enemy to Marvel, ' that Dr» 

* Parker judged it more prudent rather to lay down 

* the cudgels, than to enter the lifts again, with* 
4 an untowardly combatant, fo hugely well verfed* 

* and experienced, in the then newly refined art 

* offporting, and jeering buffoonery.' And bifliop 
Burnet tells us in the Hiftory of his own Time, 

* That Dr. Parker, after he had for. fome years. 
' entertained the nation with fever at virulent 
' books, was attacked by the livelieft droU of the: 
' age, who wrote in a burlefque (tile, but with fo 

* peculiar, and entertaining a conduct, that front" 
' the King down to the tradefman, his book was 

r read with great pleafure. This not only hum? 
*■ bled Parker, but the whole party* for the author 

* of The Rehearfal Tranfpofed, had all the men 
*-• of wit on his fide.* Dr. Swift likewife in his 
Apology for «the Tale- of a- Tub> fpeaking of 
the uiual fate of common anfwerers to books,, and 
how fhort-lived their labours are, obferves, ' That 
' there is indeed an exception, when any great ger 
' nius thinks it worth his while to expofe a fool- 
'* iffi piece; fo we ftill reatT Marvel's anfwer to 

* Parker with, pleafure, 'though the hook it an* 

* fwers be funk long ago.* 

The next controverfy in which we fintf Mr- 
Marvel engaged;, was with an antagonift of 
the pious Dr. Croft, bifliop of Hereford, who wrote 
a difcourfe entitled The Naked Truth, or A* True: 
State of the Primitive Church : By an- humble 
Moderator. Dr: Turner, Mow of St John's 
College, wrote Animadverflbns upon this books 
Mr. Marvel* s. anfwer to: theft Animadverfions, 
was entitled Mr. Smirks or TheDiviee in Mode; 
being certain* Annotations upon the AnimadveriU 
ons on. The Naked Truths together with a Short 
Biftorical Eflay concerning General Councils, 
6f .Creeds,, 
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Creeds, and Impoficions in Matters of Religion, 
prliited 1676. 

Oor author's next work was An Aeciourit of 
the Growth of Popery, arid Arbitrary Govern- 
Jnent in England; more, particularly ffOm'the lidng 
prorogation of November 167$, ending February 
ij;, 1676, 'till the meeting of Parliament July 
*5> t6 77» printed in folio 1678. Our author iij 
k letter dated June 10, 1678, wrote thus ; < ThcYe 

* came out about Chriftmas laft here, a. large book 

* concerning the Growth of Popery, and Arbi- 

* trary Government. There have been great re- 

* wards offered in private, and corifiderabie, in 

* the Gazette, to any, who would inform of &e 

* author, and Printer, but not yet difcovered, 

* *!Three or four printed books fihee have defcrib- 
»• ed (as near as was proper to go, the man be* 

* ing a member of Parliament) Mr. Marvel to bfe 

* t!he author, but if he had, he furely could n6t 
f * have efcaped being queilibned m Parliament, or 

* fome other place.' This book was To offensive ta 
the court at that time, that an order was pubtilhea 
In thefe words, , 

* Whereas there 'have been laWy pririfed* ina 

* publimed feveral feditious, and fcandalous libels 
againft the proceedings of both Houfes of Par- 



' 'foment, and Other his Majefiy's Courts of Jwtice* 
** to the dimOnpur of hisMajefty's government, and 




'* the (aj& libels, fo that full evidence may be made 

• 'thereof to a Jpry, without mentioning the in - 
« former, efpeciallv one libel, entitled An Account 

• of the Growth ot Popery % and another catted. A 
'* KeafcnabJe Argument to all the Grand Turicfe, 
' &c, the difcbVerer ma&'be rewarded as follows* 

• he mall have fifty pounds for fuch difcovery aa 
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f aYoreiaid, *of the printer or publilher of it from 

* the preTs, and for the hattder of it to the jJrefs, 
4 one hundred ji6iih&.* 

tilt. Mantel be>ihs this book ^Ith a panegyric 
6h the contention of the Englifti government, 
flidWing *ho* happy the Jjeopte are under fifth 
tVhdfefonie la*s, Which if faithfully obferved, nihil 
make a people hafcpy, and a monarch great. . He 
obfervcs, that the King and the fubjeft are equally 
under the laws; and fliat the former h no longer 
king than he continues to obey them. « 80 that, 

* fays he, the kings of England, are in hbthing'in'- 

* ferior to other princes, fare in being more abrrag'4 

* ftom injuring their dwh Tubjetts, but haVe *% 

* Iaree "a field as any df external feliciry, wherein 

* to exercife fheir own virtue, and to reward and 

* encourage it in others. Ih Ihort there is ndthihfr 

* that comes nearer the divine perfection, tha*? 

* when the monarch, as with us, enjoys a capacity 

* 'of doing, all the good imaginable to ihankind, 

* under a difebflfty of allthat is evil.' 

After 'tlirfftTy tracing popery frdfn earlier tfittes, 
1ft begins with ifce Dutch war in 1665 ; but dwells 
jno& upon the proceedings at Home, from ftovdni- 
ter 1 07 J, to July 1677. He relates the OCcanon 
qf the Dutch war, thews that ttte jpapttb, ttofi 
Iflje French in particular, were the true fprings olf 
all our councils ; and draws the following picture 
orpopery. ^ • * 

v ft istucTi a'thihg, aVcahVot but fer Want *df" a 

* word to exprefs it, be called a religion ; nor h it 
'• to be mentioned with that civility, which is other- 

* wife decerit'fc beefed 4 Jh Qfeaking of the differ. 
«. ence»<o£ human opinions about divine matters % 

^w%reTt*eiflfcr'o&n J&adifin, or plain Turkery, 
1 « honcil Paganjfin, there it yet a certain Bona 
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* Fides in. the moft extravagant belief, and the fin- 
4 cerity of an erroneous profeflion may render it 

* more pardonable : But this is a compound of all 

* the three, an extradt of whatever is moil ridiculous 

* or impious in them, incorporated with more pecu- 

* liar abfurdities of its own, in which thofe were 

* deficient; and all this deliberately contrived, 

* and knowingly carried on, by the folid impofture 
4 of priefts, under the name of Chriftianity.' 

This great man died, not without ftrong fufpicions 
of being poifoned, Auguft 16, 1678, in the c8th 
year of his age, and was interred in the church of 
St. Giles's in the Fields ; and in the year 1688 the 
town of Kingfton upon Hull contributed a fum of 
money to ereft a monument over him, in St. Giles's 
church, for which an epitaph was compofed by an 
able hand ; but the minifler of that church, pioufly 
forbad both the infcription and monument to be 
placed there, 

Mr. Wood tells us, that in his converfation, he 
was very modeft, and of few words; and Mr, 
Cooke ebferves, * that he was very referved' among 
« people he did not very well know ;. hat a moft 
c delightful, and improving companion amongfr 

* his friends.' 

In the year 1680, his mifcellaneons poems were: 
publifhed, to which is prefixed this adfvertifement. 
« Thefe. are to certify every ingenious reader, that 
« all theife poems, as alfo the other things in this 
« book, contained, are printed according to the exa& 

* copies of my late dear, Kofband, under his own; 
« hand writing, both found fince his death,, among; 
J hit. other, papers. 

Witneft my. hand;. 

MARY MAUVE I* 

'...*'* • But 
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But Mr. Cooke informs us, * that thcfe were pub* 
lifted with a mercenary view ; and indeed not at 
all to the honour of the deceafed, by a woman with 
whom he lodged, who hoped by this flratagem to 
flure in what he left behind him/ 

He was never married, and the fame gentleman 
obferves in another place, that in the editions of 
1681, there are fuch grofs errors, efpecially in the 
Latin Poems, as make feveral lines unintelligible ; 
and that in the volume of Poems on Affairs of State, 
the fame miftakes are as frequent ; and in thofe, 
fome pieces are attributed to our author, which he 
never wrote. Moft of his Poems printed in Dryden's 
Mifcellanies are fo imperfect, that whole ftanzas are 
omitted in many places. 

Thefe Mr. Cooke has reftored in his edition of 
the works of Andrew Marvel, Efq; printed at Lon- 
don 1726, in two volumes, and corrected fuch 
faults as in either of the two former editions ob*. 
fcure the fenfe : in this edition are alfo added, 
fome poems from original manufcripts. . Great care 
has likewife been taken by Mr. Cooke, to retrench 
fuch pieces as he was fure were not genuine. 

Mr. Marvel, confidered as a ftatefman, makes a 
more confpicuous figure than any of the age in 
which he lived/ the proceeding, or the fubfequent : 
He poffefled the firft quality of a ftatefman' that k, 
inviolable integrity, and a heart fo confirmed againft 
corruption, that neither indigence, a love of pomp, 
or even dangers the moft formidable, could move 
his fettled purpofe, to purfue in every refped, the 
iatereft of his country. 

That Marvel underftood die true intereft of hit 
country, is abundantly clear, from the great re- 
verence paid to his opinion, by fuch perfons as were 
moft able to difcera, and moft difpoied to promote 
Us wcifcrer 

3* Ho 
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He ha* facetted td a miracle in the droll way of 
tttithig i and when he-affirmes a feverity, and writ** 
fo#iou«y;his arguments and ridtidtfs a*e far removed 
Jfom imbecility. 

As a poet, I cannot better deliflefete his ckdnafter 
than in the words of Mr. Cooke, « There are few 

* of his poems ((ays he) that havo -not fomething. 
4 Tery srieaftag in them, and Come he auft be aU 

* lowed to have excelled in>; moft of them fee** t» 
« be the eireA of a lively genie*, and manly febie* 

* 4>ot at die fame time feem to want*hat correttneft 
4 he was capable of making. Hk mod anitoed 
f pieces are upon MUton^s ParadMe Loft, and upon 

* Blood's ftealrog the crown; the latter of which i* 

* very fatirical.' 

On BLO O D*« fteafing the Crown. 

«rH EN airing Mood, his rent to have fc- 

JTJ^n the Engjifi diadem diftrahrti ; 
We<jhoTethe caflbc, circiarie, and gown, 
The fkteft ttiafk for one that rote the crown t 
£«t his lay^piiy underneath prevail'd, 
And, while he fav*d the*eepef's life, he fail'd. 
With the iprieft's veftmeat had he but put oft 
The prelate's cruelty, the crown had gone. 

* In his ftate Poems, is o*nfemed nttteh of ttte 
4 feret httoey <if king Charles the M4» mwhfch 
' time they weft aU written/ They werecompofeil 

* on various occafions, and chiefly toekpofe-* oo*~ 

* Tnpt mtniftry, and the violence of thofe Wha 
'* were for per&cnting all wfo© delete d from them 
4 in opinion. He has feveral Poems in Latin, feme 
4 of which hetiftiflaW hrto Eagtffh, and one m 
"« Greek. They have each their proper arierifr; he 
**difcoveis a great facility in writing the Latin 
'! tongue.* Theit 
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There a/r&W* ftttatt pieces of his in profe, whiefr 
osght ; not to feftape obfenration. From his letter to 
Sir Jbhn Troh, 'there feeme to haw been a friendly 
cortefp&ifieritfe bettttten him and that gentleman. 
By his 'Fan&ftfr tetters, We may eafily judge wliat 
pftft of his Wbrks are labdored, and Wteat not. 
But of all his places in Frofe, the King's Mock- 
Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, lias moft of 
fpirit, and hdmdur. As it will fu*nilh the beft fpe- 
ctmen off JM r. Marvel's -genius for drollery, as well 
as the oham&erbf that prince and miniftry, we (halt 
hef e infect it, 'as a performance of the moft exqui- 
fite humour we hatfeever feen. 

His Majfcfty^s moft gracious Speech to both 
Houfes of Parliament. 

My Lords 'and Gentlemen, 
< W Told yob, at ohr hxft meeting, the winter was 
jf. the fitteSt time -for -bufinefs, and truly I thought 
fo, till my lord treaforer affiled me the tpring. was 
the beft •fcaha for feDads and fubfidies. I liopft 
therefore, that April Will nbt prove fo unnatural u 
moodi, as not to afford (bote kind mchvers on my ' 
parched exchequer, which gapes ibr want of them. 
Some of yon, perhaps, will think it dangerous to 
make me too rich ; but I do not fear it ; for I $>#*- 
mife you faithfully, whatever you give me 1 will 
always want; and although in other things my 
word may be thought a (lender authority, yet in 
that, you may rely on me, I will never break it. 

My Lords and Gentlenien, 
I can bear my flralts with patience ; but idj^dti 
trfeafurer does proteft to me, that the revenue, as it 
now ftaikfo, Will tiot ierve him and me t6o. One 
of us mufl ftufer for it, if you do hot help hie. I 
nitfft fpeak firedy to you, I am tttfdeftr bad cinJum- 

fiances, 
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dances, for betides my harlots in fervke, my Rt- 

formado Concubines lie heavy upon me. I have a. 
paflable good eftate, I confefs, but, GodVfifh, I 
have a great charge upon't. Here's my lord trea- 
furer can tell, that all the money defsgned for next 
fummer's guards muft, of neceffity, be applyed to 
the next year's cradles and fwadling-cloths. What 
fhall we do for fhips then ? I hint this only to you r 
it being your bufinefs, not mine. I know, by ex- 
perience, I can live without fhips. I lived ten years 
abroad without, and never had my health better iit 
my life ; but how you will be without, I leave to 
yourfelves to judge, and therefore hint this only by 
the by : I do not infill upon it. There's another 
thing I muft prefs more earneftly, and that is this i 
It feems,* a good part of my revenue will expire in 
two or three years, except you will be pleafed to 
continue it. I have to fay for't; pray why did you 
give me fo much as you* have done, unlefs you re- 
folve to give as faft as I call for it ? The nation 
hates you already for giving fo much, and I'll hate 
you too, if you do not give me more. So that if 
you Hick not to me, you muft not have a friend ir* 
England. On the other hand, if you will give me 
the revenue I defire, I fhall be able to do thofe 
things for your religion and liberty, that I have had 
long in my thoughts, but cannot effect them with- 
out a little more money to carry me through., 
Therefore look to't, and take -notice, that if you 
do not make, me rich enough to undo you, it ftiali 
lie at your doors. For my part, I wafh my hands 
on't. But that I may gain your good opinion, the. 
bed way is to acquaint you what I have done to de- 
ferve it, out of my royal care for your religion and - 
your property. For the firft, my proclamation is a 
true picture of my mind. He that cannot, as in a, 
glafs, fee my zeal for the church of England, does 
not deferve any farther fatisfa&ion, for I declare 
him willful, abominable, and not goocL Some 



may. 
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may, perhaps, be ftartled, and cry, fctow comes 
this fudden change ? To which I anfwer, I am a 
changling, and that's fufficient, I think. But to 
convince men farther, that I mean what I fay, there 
hit thefe arguments. 

Firft, I tell you fo, and you know I never break 
my word. 

• 

Secondly, my lord treafurer fays fo, and he never 
fold a lye in his life. 

Thirdly, my lord Lauderdale will undertake it 
for me ; and,I mould be loath, by any aft of mine, 
he fhould forfeit the credit he has with you. 

If you de(ire more inftances of my zeal, I have 
them for you. For example, I have converted my 
natural fons from Popery ; and I may fay, without 
vanity, it was my own work, fo much the more 
peculiarly mine than the begetting thenr. Twould 
do one V heart good to hear now prettily George can 
read already in the Pfalter. They are all fine chil- 
dren, God blefs 'em» and A> like me in their under, 
fending* ! But, as I was faying, I have, to pleafe 
you, given a penfion to your favourite, my lord 
Lauderdale ; not fo much that I thought he wanted 
it, as that you would take it kindly. I have made 
Carwel duchefs of Portfmouth, and marry'd her 
fitter to the earl of Pembroke. I have, at my bro- 
ther's requeft, fent my lord Inchequin into Barbary, 
to fettle the Proteftant religion among the Moors* 
and an Englifh intereft at Tangier. \ have made 
Crew bifhop of Durham, and, at the firft: word of 
mv lady Portfmouth, Prideaux bifhop of Chichefter. 
I know not, for my part, what factious men would 
have ; but this I am fure of, my predeceflbrs never 
did any thing like this,to gain the good-will of their 
fubjecls. So much for your religion, and now for 

your 
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your property. My behaviour to the bankers ia , 
a public ihftance* and the proceedings between 
Mrs. Hyde and Mrs. Sutton, for private bnes, are 
fuch convincing evidences, that it will t>e needleCi 
to fay any more to't. 

I fflol now acquaint you, that, by my lord trea- 
furer's advice, I made a confiderable retrenchment 
upon my expences in candles and charcoal, and do 
not intend to flop there, but will, with your help* 
look into the late embezzlements of my dripping-. 
pans and kitchenftufF; of which, by the way, upon 
my confeience, neither my ford treasurer, nor my 
lord Lauderdale, are guilty. I tell yoo my opinion ; 
but if you mould find them dabling in that bufi nefs, 
I tell you plainly, I leave 'em to you.; for, X would 
have die world to know, I an not a nan te be 
cheated. 

Hy Lords and Gentlemen* 

I defire you to believe ma as you tare fttfnd4fe* 
and I do foleimdy promife yob, that whatfaeveV 
yoo give me mall be fpceinll? managed w*tk 4fe 
fane condaO, t#uft, fincerity, Aid prtderice, <fc#t 
I have e*er jfraftifed, face my happy r«ftw*ffen/ 

feeder to (hew tlieveifillearion df Mr. fcftfrvel, 
we fhafil *&& a beautiful dialogue bdtween "the 't e~ 
fobed (bbl, and created pleafure. It is wrftreh 
wkh « true fpirit of poetry, the numbers ire vari- 
ous, and Karmdniow, and h one of the t>efl pietes, 
in^Ae fcriomf way, of whidfc he is *u£bc*. 
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A Dialogue between the Refolded Soul 
*nd CiS¥K4 Pljjasu«£« . 

COURAGE, my Soul, now learn to wcild 
The weight <>f thine immortal fhield. 
Clofe on thy head thy helmet bright ; 
Ballanc© tjiy fwor4 arainft tjic fight. 
See where an gamy* wpna aslajr* 
With filken banners fpre^qs the. air. 
Now, if thou be'ft that thing divine, 
In this day's combat let it mine ; 
And (hew that nature wants an art 
To conquer one refolvcd heart. 

PLE AS U R E. 

Welcome the creation^ guefl, 
Lord of earth, and heaven's heir ; 
Lay afide that warlike creft, 
-And of nature's banquet fh^r© : 
Where the Souls, of fruits and flowVa, 
Stand prepaid to heighten yours. 

SO U L. 

I (up aboye, and cannot ftay, 
To bait fo long upon the wa^» 

P I* E A S U, IV E. 

On thefe downy pillows, lye, 
Whofe foft plumes will ^hither fly : 
On thefe rafe*, ftrew'd fo pjain 
Left one, leaf t^y fide mould. frain, 
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SOUL. 

My gentler reft is on a thought, 
Confcious of doing what I ought. 

PLEASURE. 

If thou be'ft with perfumes pleas'd, 
Such as oft the gods appeas'd, 
Thou in fragrant clouds (halt mow 
Like another god below. 

SOUL. 

A Soul that knows not to prefume, 
Is heaven's, and its own, perfume. 

PLEASURE. 

Every thing does feem to vye 
Whicji mould firft attract thine eye : 
But fince none deferves that grace, 
In this cryftal view thy face. 

SOUL. 

When the creator's (kill is priz'd, 
The reft is all but earth dilguis'd. 

PLEASURE. 

Hark how mufic then prepares, 
For thy ftay, thefe charming airs ; 
Which the pofting winds recall, 
And fufpend the river's fall. 



SOUL. 
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SOUL. 

liad I but *ny time to lofe, 

On this I would it all difpofe. 

Ceafe Tempter. None can chain a mind, 

Whom this fwect cordage cannot bind. 

CHORUS. r " * 

Earth cannot (hew fo brave a fight, 
As when a (ingle Soul does fence 
The batt'ry of alluring fenfe, 
And Heaven views it with delight. 

Then perfevere ; for ftill new charges found ; 

And if thou overcom'dthou (halt be crown'd. 

PLEASURE. 

All that's coftly, fair, and fweet, 

Which fcatteringly doth mine, 
Shall within one beauty meet, ' 

And ihe be only thine. 

SOUL. 

If things of fight fuch heavens be/ 
What heavens are thofe we cannot fee ? 

PLEASURE. 

Wherefoe'er thy foot (hall go 

The minted gold (hall lye ; 
Till thou purchafe all below, 

And want new Worlds to buy. 

SOUL. 
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Wer't not for prijje wha'd vajne, golfl ? 
And that'* worth nought that can bcfold. 

P L£ A 6.U. R E. 

Wilt thou all tfpf gjorj h)ve> 
That war or peace commend ? 

Half the world ihall be thv ffc^e, 
The qther half thy frifiuxL 

SO U L. 

Whj* ftmfa if to»j fclfcttntnie? 
What (laves, unlefs I captive you ? 

PLEASURE. 

Thou (h^lt know each hidden canfc ; 

And fee t)ie future time: 
Try what depth &e centre duwa.;. 

And then to heaven climb. 

SOUL. 

Nona tbifihflr mount* by the degree 
Of knowledge, but humility. 

CHORUS. 

Triumph, tr^uflif)^ vlc>9riqus,$qul f 
The world has apt one ripai^mgfs : 

And is thine everlafting ftore. 
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We (hall conclude the life of Mr. Marvel, by 
prefenting the reader with that epitaph; which was 
intended to be infcribed upon his tomb, in which 
his character is drawn in a very mafterly manner. 

Near this place 
Lieth the body of Andrew Marvel, Efijj 

A man fo endowed by nature, 

So improved by education, ftudy, and travel. 

So confummated, by experience and learning ; 

That joining the moft peculiar graces of wit 

Witka fingutar penetration and ftrength of judgment, 

And exercifing all thefe in the whole courfe of his life* 

With unalterable fteadinefs in the ways of virtue, 

He became the ornament and example of his age, 

Beloved by good men, fear'dby bad, admired by all, 

Tho' imitated, alas f by few ; 

And fcarce paralleled by any. 

But a tombHone can neither contain his character, 

Nor is marble neceflary to tranfrait it to pofterity. 

It is engraved in the minds of this generation, 
And will be always legible in his inimitable writings. 

Nevertheiefs 
He havMigtfemd near twenty-years (ucceffively in 

parliament, 

And that, with inch wifdom* integrity, dexterity, 

and courage. 

As became a true patriot, 

The town of Kington upon Hall, 

From whence he was conftantly deputed to that 

Aflembly, 

Lamenting in his death the public lofs, 

Have eredted this monument of their grief and 

gratitude, 

1688. 

He died in the 58th year of his age 

On the 16th day of Auguft 1678. 

lieu fragjle humanum genus ! heu terreftria vana ! 

Heu quern fps&atum cottinet urna virus J 

Vol. IV. N°. 18. H Mr*, 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas. 

THIS lady, who is known in the world by 
the poetial name of Corinna, ieems-tohave 
been born for misfortunes ; her very bittereft ene- 
mies could never brand 'her ivith any real crime, 
and yet her whole life has been one continued 
fcene of mifery *.. The family from which fhe 
fprung was of a rank in life beneath envy, and 
above contempt. She was the child of an anci- 
ent, and infirm parent, who gave her life when 
he was dying himielf, and to whofe unhappy con- 
Itifution fhe was fole heirefs. From her very birth, 
which happened 1675, we was affli&ed with fe- 
vers and defluxions, and being over-nui fed, 
her conftitution was fo delicate and _ tender, 
that had fhe not been of a gay difpofition, and 
poflefTed a vigorous mind, fhe mnft have been 
more unhappy than fhe actually was. Her fa- 
ther dying when fhe was fcarce two years old, 
and her mother not knowing his real circum- 
ftances, as he was fuppofed from the fplendour 
of his manner of life to be very rich, fome incon- 
veniences were incurred, in bellowing upon him 
a pompous funeral, which in thofe times was 

, * See the Memoirs of Mrs. Thomas's Life, prefixed to a 
tolume of Letters between her and Mr. Gwynnet } the only 
account that is preferred concerning her. 

y fafhion* 
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•famionable. The mother of our poetefs, in the 
bloom of eighteen, was condemned to the arms 
of this man, upwards of to, upon the fuppofiti- 
on of his being wealthy, >bi*t in which (he was 
foon miferably deceived. When the gwe£ which 
fo^young a wife may be fuppofed to feel for an 
aged hufband, had fubfided, fhe began to enquire 
into the ftate of his affairs, and found to lier un- 
.fpeakable mortification, that he died not worth 
one thoufand pounds in the world. As Mrs. Tho- 
mas was a woman of good fenfe, and a high 
fpirit, fhe difpofed of two houfe6 her hu/band 
kept, one in town, the other in the county of Ef- 
fex, and -retired into a private, but decent coun- 
try - lodging. The chambers in the Temple ht>T 
hufband pofTefTed, (he fold to her .brother for 450 1. 
which, with her huiband-s books of accounts, fhe 
lodged in her triiftee's hands, who being foon af- 
ter burnt out by the fire in the paper buildings 
in the Temple (which broke out with fuch vio- 
lence in the dead of night, that he faved nothing 
hut his life) fhe loft confiderably . Not being able 
to make out any bill, fhe could form no regu- 
lar demand, and was obliged to be determined 
by the honour of her hufband's clients, who, though 
perfons of the firft faihion, behaved with very little 
honour. to her. The deceafed had the reputation 
, . of a judicious lawyer, and an accomplifhed gen- 
tleman, but who was too honeft to thrive in his 
,profeffion, and had too much humanity ever to be- 
xome rich. Of all his clients, but one lady be-, 
haved with any appearance of honeft)'. The coun- 
tefs dowager of Wentworth having then loft her 
only daughter the lad v Harriot (who was reputed 
.the miftrefs of the duke of Monmouth) told Mrs. 
Thomas, * that fhe knew fhe had a large reckoning 

* with the deceafed, but, fays fhe, as you know not 

* what to demand, fo I know not what to pay j 

* come, madam, I will d« better for you than a 

H z * * random 
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•• random reckoning, I have now no child, and 

* have taken a fancy to your daughter ; give me 

* the girl, I will bfeed, her as my own, and pro- 

* vide for her as fuch when I die.* The widow 
thank 'd her ladyfhip, bu$ with a little too much 
warmth replied, \ {he would not part with her child 

* on any terms ;' which the countefs refented to 
fuch a degree, that fhe would never fee her more, 
and dying in a few years, left 1500 1 per annum 
inheritance, at Stepney, to her chambermaid. 

1 hus were misfortunes early entailed upon this 
lady. A propofal which would have made her 
opulent for life, was defeated by the unreason- 
able fondnefs of her mother, who lived to fuf- 
fer its difmal confequences, by lading the bittereft 
diftrefles. We have already obferved, that Mrs. 
Thomas thought proper to retire to the coun- 
try with her daughter. The houfe where (he board- 
ed was an eminent Cloth-worker's in the county 
of Surry, but the people of the houie proved ve- 
ry difagreeable. The lady had no converfation to 
divert her ; the landlord was an illiterate man, and 
the reft of the family brutifh, and unmannerly. 
At laft Mrs. Thomas attracted the noeie* of Dr. 
Glyflbn, who ob&rving her at church very fpleir- 
didly drefled, folliciied her acquaintance* He 
was a valuable piece of antiquity* being then, 
1684, in the hundredth year of his age. His 
perfon was tall, his bones very large, fefa hair like 
fnow, a venerable afpeft, and a complexion, wfrich 
might frame the bloom of fifteen. He enjoyed a 
found judgment, and a memory fo tenacious, and 
clear, that his company was very engaging. Hit 
vifits greatly alleviated die folitude Sf this lady. 
The laft vifit he made to Mrs. Thomas, he 
drew on, with much attention, a pair of rteh Spa- 
nifti leather gloves, emboft on the backs, and tops 
with gold embroidery, and fringed ronnd with gold 
•plate. Tho lady ;could< not help tKp*effitog her 
1 - • curipfity, 
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curjofity, to know the hiftory of thofe gloves, 
which he feemed to touch with fo much refpedt. ' 
He anfwered, ' I <lo refpedl them, for the lad 

* time I Kad the honour of approaching my mi- 
' ftrefs, Queen Elizabeth, me palled them from }ier 
' own Royal hands, faying, here Glyflbn, wear 
' them for my fake. I have done fo with venera- 
' tion, and never drew them on, bat when I had a 
' mind to honour thofe whom I vifit, as I now do 

* you ; and fince you love the memory of my 
'. Royal miftrefs, take them, and preferve them 

* carefully when I am gone." The Dr. then went 
home, and died in a few days. 

This gentleman's death left her again without a 
companion, and an uneafinefs hung upon her, vifiWc 
to the people of the. houfe ; who guemng the caufe to 
proceed from folitude, recommended to her acquaint- 
ance another Phyiician, of a different caft from the 
former. He was denominated by diem a conjurer, 
and was fajdto be capable of raifing the devil. This* 
circumftance diverted Mrs. Thomas, who imagin- 
ed, that the man whom they called a conjurer, 
muft have more fenfe than they understood. The 
Dr. was invited to vifit her, and appeared in a 
greafy black Grogram, which he called his Scho- 
lar's Coat, a long beard, and other marks of a 
philofophical negligence. He brought all his littie' 
mathematical trinkets, and played over -his tricks 
lor the diversion of the lady, whom, -by a private 
whifper, he let into the fecrets as he performed? 
them, that (he might fee there was nothing of 
magic in the cafe. The two moft remarkable 
articles of his performance were, firft lighting 
a candle at a glafs of cold water (performed \>v 
touching the brim before with phofphonrs, a 
chymical fire which is 'preferred m Water and 
bums there) and next reading the final left print by 
a candle of fix in the pound, at a hundred yards* 
diftance in the open air, and darfeeft night* This 
Hj waa> 
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was performed by a large con cave -glafs,' with a? 
deep pointed focus, quick- filvered on the back- 
iide, and fet in tin, with a focket for a candle,. 
Iconce famion, and hung up againft a wall. 
While the flame of* the candle was diametrically 
opj.ofite to the centre, the rays equally diverging* 
gave fo poweiful a light as is fcarce credible; 
but on the leaft variation from the focus, the 
charm ceafed. The lady difceming in this man 
a genius which might be improved to better pur- 
poies than deceiving the country people, defired' 
him not to hide his talents, but to pufh himfelf in- 
the world by the abilities of which he feemed pof- 
fefied. « Madam, faid he, I am now a fiddle to 

• afles, but I am finifhing a great work which wilt 
' make thofe afTes fiddle to me.* She then afked 
what that work might be ? He replied, * his life 
4 was at (lake if it took air, but .he found her 
4 a lady of fuch uncommon candour, and good. 

• fenfe, that he mould make no difficulty in com- 
4 mitting his life and hope to her keeping.' All 
women are naturally fond of being trufted with 
fecrets ; *his was Mrs. Thomas's failing : the Dr. 
found it out, and made her pay dear for her cu« 
riofity. < I have been, continued he, many years 

• in fearch of the Philofopher*s Stone, and long. 

• matter of the fmaragdine-table of Hermes Trif. 
' megiftus ; the green and red dragons of Raymond 

• Lully have alio been obedient to me, and the. 

• illuftrious fages themfelves deign to vifit me ; 

• yet is it but fince I had the honour to be knowa 

• to your ladyfhip, that I have been fo fortunate 

• as to obtain the grand fecret of projection. I 

• tranfmuted fome lead I pulled off my window 

• lafl night into this bit of gold.* Pleafed with 
the fight of this, and having a natural propenfioa 
to the ftudy, the lady fnatched it out of the philo- 
sopher's hand, and afked him why he had not made 
more 1 He replied, * it was all the lead I could 

^ •find. 
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• find/ She then commanded* her daughter to 
bring a parcel of lead which lay in the clofet, 
and giving it to the Chymift, deftred him, to tranf- 
mute- k into gold on the morrow. He undertook it, 
and the next day brought her an ingot which 
weighed two ounces, which with the utmoft fo~ 
lemnity he avowed was the very individual lead 
Ae gave him, tranfmuted to gold. 

She began now to engage him in ferious difcourfe; 
and finding by his replies, that he wanted money 
to make more powder, me enquired how much 
would make a ftock that would maintain itfelf ? 
He replied, one fifty pounds after nine months 
would produce a million. She then begged the 
ingot of him, which he protefted had been tranf- 
muted from lead, and flufhed with the hopes of 
fuccefs, hurried to town to examine whether the 
ingot was true gold, which proved fine beyond the 
ftandard. The lady now tally convinced of the 
truth of the empyric's declaration, took fifty pounds 
out of the hands of a Banker, and entrufted him 
with it. 

The only difficulty which remained, was, how 
to carry on the work without fufpicion, it being 
ftri&ly prohibited at that time. He was there* 
fore refolved to take a little houfe in another 
county, at a few miles diftance fronv London, 
where he was to build a public laboratory, as 
a profefied Chymift, and deal in inch medi- 
cines as were moil vendible, by the fale of which 
to the apothecaries, the expence of the houfe was 
to be defrayed during die operation. The widow 
was accounted the houfekeeper, and the Dr. and 
bis man boarded with her; to which ihe added 
this precaution, that die laboratory, with the two 
lodging rooms over it, in which the Dr. and his 
man lay, was a different wing of the building 
from that where ihe' and her little daughter, and 
maid-fervantrcfidedi and as (he knew fame time 
H 4 mutt 
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muftelapfe before, any profit could be expe&td,' 
ihe managed with the utmoft frugality. The Dr. 
mean time a&ed the part of a tutor to mi ft, in 
Arithmetic, Latin, and Mathematics, ta which me 
difcovered the ftrongeft propenfity . All things he- 
ing properly difpofed for the grand operation, the 
vitriol furnace was fet to work, which requiring 
the moft intenfe heat for feveral days, unhappily 
fet fire to the houfe j the flairs were contained 
in an irritant, and as it furprized them all in thcar 
firft fleep, it was a happy circom fiance that no 
life perkhed. This unlucky .accident was 300). 
lofs to Mrs. Thomas : yet ftill the grand project 
was in a fair way of fucceeding in the other wing 
of the building. But one misfortune is often fol- 
lowed by another. The next Sunday evening, 
while (he was reading to, and inftrulting her little 
family, a fudden, and a violent report, like a dif- 
charge of cannon W*& heard ; the houfe being tim- 
ber, recked Mke a. tradle, *na*3he family jwefe att* 
tWvtn from their * chairs on the. groantL They 
looked with the greateft amazement on each ci- 
ther, not guefiing the caufe, when the operator pre- 
tending to revive, fell to ftamping, tearing his' 
hair, and raving like a madman, crying out un- 
done, undone, loft and undone for even. He ran 
direclly tathe Athanor, when unlocking the door, 
be found the machine fplit quite in two, the eggs 
broke, and that precious arnalgamum which they 
contained was fcattered like {and among the a(hes. 
Mrs. Thomases eyes were now fufficiefttly opened 
to difcern the impofture, and, with a very f«rene. 
countenance, told the empyric, that accidents wilt 
happen, but means might be fella* upon to ttpair 
this fatal difappointment. The Dri observing her 
fo ferene, imagined me would grant Jnrfe mere 
money to compleat Ms ftheme, but rae<Jbon dif- 
appointed his expectation, by ordering him te be 
gone, nod -made him a .n*efeat of five guineas, 

left 
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left "his defperate circumftances fhould induce hinx 
to take fome violent means of providing for himfelf. 

Whether deluded by a real hope of finding out . 
the Philofopber's Stone, or from ait innate princi- 

. pie of villainy, cannot be determined, bat he did 
not yet ceafe his purfuit, and ftill indulged the 
golden delufion. He now found, means to work 
upon the credulity of an did mifer, who, upon, 
the ftrenffth ol his pretentions, gave him his 
daughter in marriage, and embarked all his hoarded 
treafure, which was very confiderable, in the fame 
chimerical adventure. In a word, the mifer's Hock 
was alfo lou\ the empyric himfelf, and the daughter 
reduced to beggary. This unhappy affair broke 
the mifer's heart, who drd not many weeks fup- 
vive the lofs of his calh. The Dr. alfo put a 
miferable end to his life by drinking poifon, and 
left his wife with two young children in a ftate of 
beggary. But to return to Mrs. Thomas. 

The poor lady fuffered on this occaiion a great 
deal of inward anguiih ; fhe was afliamed of hav* 
ing reduced her fortune, and impovcrifhed her 
child by liftening to the infmuations of a mad- 
man. Time and patience at laft overcame it i 
and when her health, which by this accident had 
been impaired, was reflored to her, fhe began to 
ftir amongft her hufband's great clients.. She took 
a hovfe in Bloomftmry, and by means of good 
ceconomy, and an elegant appearance, was fup- 
vofed to be better in the world than fhe really was. 
tier hulband's clients received her like one. rifen, 
from the dead : They came to vifit her, and pro- 
mifed to ferve her. At laft the duke of Montagus 
advifed her to let lodgings, which way of life fhe 
declined, as her talents were not fuited for dealing 
with ordinary lodgers ; but added fhe, * if I knew 
« any family who defired fuch a conveniency, I 
« would readily accommodate them.' I take you at\ 
your word, replied the duke, ' I will become " 
H 5 * you* 
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* your fole tenant : Nay don't (mile, for I aar 

* in earneft, I love a little freedom more than 
« I can enjoy at home, and I may come fome- 
« times and eat a bit of mutton, with four or five 
« honeft fellows, whofe company I delight in.' 

. The bargain was bound, and proved matter of 
faft, though on a deeper fcheme than drinking 
a bottle: And his loidfhipwas to pafsin die houfe 
for Mr. Freeman of Hertfordfhire. 

In a few, days he ordered a dinner for his be- 
loved friends, Jack and Tom, Will and Ned,, 
good honeft country- fellows, as his grace called 
them. They came at the time appointed; but 
how furprized was the widow, when ihe faw the 
duke of Devonshire, the lords Buckingham, and 
Dorfet, and a certain vifcount, with Sir William 
Dutton Colt, under thefe feign'd names. After 
feveral times meeting at this lady's houfe, the no- 
ble perfons, who had a high opinion of her in* 
tegrity, entrufted her with the grand fecret, which 
was nothing leis than the projedt for the Revolu- 
tion. 

Tho* thefe meetings were herd as private as 
pofiible, yet fufpicions arofe, and Mrs. Thomas's 
houfe was narrowly watched ; but the meflengers, 
who were no enemies to the caufe, betrayed their 
null, and fuffered the noblemen to meet unmo- 
lefted, or at leaft without any dread of apprehen- 
sion. 

The Revolution being effected, and the date 
came more fettled, that place of rendezvous was 
quitted : The noblemen took leave of the lady, 
.with promifes of obtaining a penfion, or fome 
place in the houihold for her, as her zeal in that 
caufe highly merited ; befides me had a very good 
claim to fome appointment, having been ruined 
by (hutting up the Exchequer. But alas ! court 
promifes proved an aerial foundation, and thefe 
noble peers never thought of her more. The duke 

•f 
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•f Montague indeed made offers of fervice, and 
being captain of the band of penfioners, {he aikcd 
him to admit Mr. Gwynnet, a gentleman who 
had made love to her daughter, into fuch a pofL 
This he promifed, but upon thefe terms, that 
her daughter fhould afk him for k. The widow 
thanked him, and not fufpe&ing that any defign, 
was covered under this offer, concluded herfelf fure 
of fuccefs : But how amazed was (he to find her. 
daughter (whom fhe had bred in the moll paffive: 
fubje&ion) and who had never difcovered the leafl 
inftance of difobedience, abfolutely refufe to aik 
any fuch favour of his grace. She could be pre- 
vailed upon neither by flattery, nor threatning, and 
continuing ftiH obftinate in her refolution ; her mo* 
ther obliged her to explain herfelf, upon the point 
of her refufal. s She told her then, that the duke 
of Montague had already made an attack upon her,, 
that hi* defigns were difhonourable ; and that if fhe 
submitted to afk his grace one favour, he would 
reckon himfelf fecure of another in return, which 
he would endeavour to accomplifh by the bafefe 
means. This explanation was too fatisfa&ory z 
Who does not fee the meannefs of fuch an ungene*- 
rous conduct ? He had made ufe of the mother as a* 
tool, for carrying on political deiigns ; he. found 
her in diftrefs, and as a recompence for her fervices^ 
and under the pretence of mending her fortune, at- 
tempted the virtue of her daughter, and would pro- 
vide for her, on no other ternis, but at the price 
of her child's innocence. 

In the mean time,, the young Corihna, a poeti* 
cal name given her by Mr. JDryden, continued tc* 
improve her mind by reading the politeft authors : 
Such extraordinary advances had fhe made, that 
upon her fending fome poems to Mr. Dry den, en- 
treating his peruial, and impartial fentunents- there- 
at he was pleafed to write her the following letter. 

H 6 Jai* 
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fair Corinna, 

* I have fent your two poems back again, after 

* having kept them fo long from you : They were 

* I thought too good to be a woman'* ; fome of my 

* friends to whom I read them, were of the fame 

* opinion. It is not very gallant I muft confefs to 

* fay this of the fair fex ; but, moft certain it is, 
« they generally write with more foftnefs than 

* ftrength. On the contrary, you want neither 

* vigour in your thoughts, nor force in your exprcf- 
* v fion, nor harmony in your numbers ; " and roe- 
« thinks, I find much of Orin^a in your manner,, 
'. (to whom I had the honour to be related, and 
' alfo to be known) but I am fo taken up with my 
' own ftudies, that I have not leifure to defcend to 

* particulars, being in the mean time, the fair. 
; Corinna's 

' Molt humble, and 

* Moil faithful fenrant * 
Nov. 12, 1699: JOHN DRYDEN. 

Our amiable poetefs, in a letter to Dr. Talbot, 
Bifhop of Durham, has given fome farther particu- 
lars of her life. Werhave already feen that ihe was 
addreffed upon honourable terms, by Mr. G wynnet, 
of the Middle Temple, fon of a gentleman in 
Gloucefterihire. Upon his firft difcovering his paf- 
fion to Corinna, ihe had honour enough to remon- 
llrate to him the inequality of their fortune, as her 
affairs were then.ih a very perplexed fituatioo. This 
objection was foon furmounted by a lover, efpeci- 
ally as his father had given him pofleflion of the 
greateft part of his eftate, and leave to pleafe him- 
felf. Mr. Gwynnet no fooner obtained this, than he 
came to London, and claimed Corinna's prbmife of 
marriage : But her mother being then in a very weak 

condition, 
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condition, (he could not abandon her in that dif- 

trefs, to die among fir anger*. She therefore told 
Mr. Gwy nnet, that as ihc had not thought fifteen 
years long in waiting for him, he could not think fix 
months long in expe&ation of her. He replied* 
with ajfcep iigh, ' Six months at this time, my 
' Corlnna, is more than fixteen years have been i 
* you put it off now, and God will put it off for 

- ' over/-— —It proved as he had foretold 1 s he next 
day went into the country, made hi) frill, ftckened> 
and died April the 16th, 171 1, leaving his Corinna 
the bequeft of fix-hundred pound* ; and adds (he, 
4 Sorrow has been my food ever fine*,' 

Had (he providentially married him, (he had been 
fecure from the infill ts of poverty ; but her duty 
to her parent was more prevalent than considera- 
tions of convenience. After the death of her 
lover, (he was barbaroufly ufed : His brother, 
ftifled the will, which compelled her to have re* 
courfe to law; he ("mothered the old gentle* 
man's conveyance deed, by which he was en* 
abled to make a bequeft, and offered a large 
fum of money to any jperfon, who would undertake 
to blacken Corinna's character •, but wicked as the 

% world is, he found none fo compleatly abandoned, 
as to perjure themfelves for the fake .of his 
bribe. At laft to (hew her refpeft to the memory 
of her deceafed lover, (he consented to an accom- 
modation with his brother, to receive 200 1. down* 
and 200 1. at the year's end. The firft payment 
was made, , and diftributed inftantly amount her 
mother's creditors 1 but when the other became 
due, he bid her defiance, flood ruit on his own 
bond, and held out four terms. He carried it from 
one court to another, till at laft, it was brought to 

, the bar of the Hpufe of Lords ; and as that is a 
tribunal, where the chicanery of lawyers can have 
no weight, he thought proper to pay the money 
jvitbout a hearing : The gentlemen of the long- 
robe 
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robe had made her fign an inftrument, that they 
ihould receive the money and pay themfelves : After 
they had laid their cruel hand* upon it, of the 
200 1. the poor diftrefled lady received bat 1 3 h 1 6 s. 
which reduced her to the neceffity of abfconding 
from her creditors, and fhurving in an obfcure cor- 
ner, till (he was betrayed by a falfe friend, and 
hurried to jail. . 

Befides all the other calamities of Corinna, flie 
had ever a bad ftate of health, occasioned by an 
accident too curious to be omitted. 

In the year 1730 her cafe was given into the 
college of phyfieians, and was reckoned a very fur- 
prizing one. It4s as follows. 

' In April 171 1 the patient fwall owed the mid- 
dle bone of the wine of a large fowl, being above 
three inches long ; flie had the end in her mouth, 
and fpeaking haftily it went forcibly down in the 
aft of infpiration. After the firft fitrprize, feel- 
ing no pain flie thought no more of it ; an a few 
days after, fhe complained what fhe eat or drank 
lay like a ftone in her flomach, and little or no- 
thing pafs'd through her. After three weeks ob- 
ftruttion, flie fell into a moft violent bloody flux* 
attended with a continual pain at the pit of her 
flomach, convulsions, and fwooning fits ; nor had 
ihe any eafe but white her flomach was diftendcd 
with liquids, fuch as fmall beer, or gruel: She 
continued in this mifery, with fome little intervals, 
till the Chriflmafs following, when flie was feized 
with a malignant fever, ana the convulsions en- 
creafed to fo high a degree, that Ihe crowed like 
a cock, and barked like a dog, to the afiright- 
ment of all who faw her, as well as herfelf. Dr. 
Colebatch being tailed to her relief, and feeing 
the almofl incredible quantity of blood flie voided, 
(aid it was impoffible the could live, having voided 
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all her bowels. He was however prevailed with* 
to ufe means, which he faid could only be by 
fetching off the inner coat of her ftomach, by it ' 
very ftrong vomit ; he did fo, and fhe brought 
the hair-veel in rolls, frefii and bleeding ; this 
diflodged the bone, which iplit length ways, one 
half pafs'd off by fiegp, black as jet, the cartila- 
ginous part at each end confumed, and fharp oa 
each fide as a. razor i the other part is ftill lodged 
within her. In this raw and extream weak con* 
dition, he put her into a falivation, unknown to. 
her mother or herfelf, to carry off the other part, 
which (hocked them to fuch a degree, that they 
fent for Dr. Garth, who with much difficulty, 
and againft his judgment, was prevailed on to 
take it off, and ufing. a healing galenical niethod, 
fhe began to recover fo much ftrength as to bo 
turned in her bed, and receive nourishment : 
But fhe foon after was feized with the Iliac Paffion, 
and for eleven days, her excrements, came up* 
wards, and no paflaga could be forced through 
her, till one day by Dr,- Garth, with quicksilver. 
After a few weeks it returned again, and the 
fame, medicine repeated, upon which fhe recovered, 
and for fome months was brought to be in a tole- 
rable Hate of health, only the region of the fpleen 
much fwelled ; and at fome times, when the 
the bone moved outwards, as it vifibly did to 
fight and touch, was very painful.**— In July 
171 3, on taking too ftrong a purge, a large impoftV 
hume bag came away by ftool,. on which it was 
fuppofed, the cyftus, which the bone had worked 
for itfelf, being come away, the bone was voided 
alfo ; but her pains continued fo extraordinary, fhe 
willingly fubmitted to the decree of four furgeons, 
who. agreed to make an incifion in the left fide 
of the abdomen, and extract the bone ; but 
one of the. furgeons utterly rejecting the opera* 
* fiop* as impra&icable* the bone being lodged ia 

f th* 
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the colon, fent her to Bath, where flie found fomq 
relief by pumping, and continued tolerably well 
for fome years, even to bear the fatigue of an 
eight years fuit at law, with an unjuft executor $. 
fave that in over-walking; and hidden paffion, 
fhe nfed to be pained, but not violent ; and onc$ 
or twice in a year a difcharge of clean gall, with 
fome portions of a fkin, like thin kid leather, 
tinged with gall, which fhe felt break from the 
place, and leave her fore within; but the bone 
never made any attempt out-wards after the firft 
three years. Being deprived of a competent for- 
tune, oy crofs accidents, fhe has fuffered all the. 
extremities of a clofe imprifonment, if want 
of all the neceflaries of life, and lying on the 
boards for two-years may be termed fuch, during 
which time fhe never felt the bone. But on her 
recovering liberty, and beginning to ufe exercife* 
her ftomach, and belly, and head fwelled to a. 
monftrous degree, and fhe was judged in a gal r 
loping dropfy ; but no' proper medicines taking 
glace, fhe was given dver as incurable,, when, 
nature unexpectedly helped itfelf, and in twelve- 
hours time by ftool, and vomit, fhe voided about 
five gallons of dirty looking water, which greatly 
relieved her for fome days, bat gathered again a*, 
the (welling returned, and always abounded with 
a hectic, or fuffocating afthma in her ftomach, and 
either a canine appetite or loathing. She has. 
lately voided feveral extraneous membranes dif- 
ferent from the former* and fo frequent, that it 
keeps her very low, fome of which fhe ha* 
preserved in fpirits, and humbly implores your 
honours judgment thereon*' 

Under all thefe calamities, of which (he above is 
a jufti-eprefentation, did poor Corinna labour j and 
if is difficult to produce a life crouded with greater 
icviis. The. (mail fortune which her father left 

her 
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her, by the imprudence of her mother, was foon 
fquandered: &hetu><foonet be'gan to tafte of life, 
than an attempt was made upon her innocence. 
When me was about being happy in the arms of 
her amiable lover Mr. Gwynnet, he was fnatched 
from her by an immature fate. Aftgngft her 
other misfortunes, me laboured under the difplea- 
fure of Mis Pope, whofe pGetieal majefty flie had 
innocently oflfeni'ed. and w£q has taken care to 
place her in ,h® Dunciad* Mr. Pope had oAce 
vouchfafed to vifit her, in company, with Henry 
Cromwel, Efq- whofe lexers by fome accident fell 
into her hands, with fome~ of .Pope's ahfwers. As 
foon as that gentleman died, Mr. Curl found means 
to wheedle them from her, and immediately commit- 
ted them to the prefs. This fo enraged Pope, that 
tho' the lad/pras very little to blame, yet he never 
forgave her. * „ ' ~ . - 

Not many months afte/ our poetefs had been re- 
leafed from her gloomy habitation, ihe took a 
fmall lodging in , Fleet ftreet^ where ihe died on 
the 3d of February 1730, in the 56th year of her 
' age, and was two days after decently interred in the 
church of St. Bride's. 

Corinna, confidered as an authorefs, is of the 
fecond rate, {he had not fo much wit as Mrs. Behn, 
or Mrs. Manley, nor had h happy a power of in- 
tellectual painting ; but her poetry is foft and deli- 
cate, her letter* fyrlghtly and entertaining. Her 
Poems were published after her death, by Carl; and 
two volumes of Letters which pafs'd between her 
and Mr. Gwynnet. We mall fele& as a fpecimen 
of her poetry, an Ode addrefTed to the duchefs 
of Somerfet, on her birth-day. 
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An O D £, &c. 
I. 

GREAT) good, and fair, permit an humble 
mufe, 
To lay her duteous homage at your feet : 
Such homage heav'n kfelf does not refufe* 
But praiie, and pr^y'rs admits, as odours fweet. 

It . 

Bleft be forever this aufpicious day. 

Which gave to fuch tranfeendent virtue birth : 

May each revolving year new joys difplay, 
Joys great as can luppprted be on earth. 

III. 

True heirefs of the Finch and Hatton line, 
Formed by your matchlefs parents equal care 

(The greateft ftatefman he, yet beft divine, 
She bright example of all goodnefs here)* 

IV. 

And now incircled in the dearefi tyt 9 

To godlike Seymour, of connubial love; 
Seymour illuftriou* prince, whofe family 
t Did heretofore the kingly race improve*. 

V. 

Adorns the nation ftill, and guards the throne, 
In noble Somerfet, whofe generous breaft, 

Concenters all his anceftors in one, 
That were in church, and fiate, and arms profeft* 

VL Yet 
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VI. 

Yet 'midft the plaudits of a grateful land, 

His heaven-born foul reviews his priftine ftate t 

A ad in obedience to divine command, 
Numberlefs poor are feafte4 at. his gate* 

vii.; 

Thrice happy greatnefs, true philofopHy, 
That does fo well the ufe of riches know, 

And can by charity tranfpire the iky, 
Encompafs'd round with fplendour here below. 

VI}|v 

O may pofterity from fuch a pair* 

Enjoy a jwogeny almoft divine,. 
Great as their fire, and at their mother fair, 

And good as both, tilLlaft extent of time* 
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Elijah Fenton. 

THIS worthy gentleman was bom at Shekon, 
near Newcaftie under the Line, in Stafford - 
fliire *. In this county, though there are fcvcral 
families of the name of Fenton, yet they are all 
branches from one flock, which is a very antient 
and opulent family : Our author's mother being; 
immediately defcended from one Mare, an officer 
in William the Conqueror's army. 

Our poet was the! yqungeftof twelve children* 
and was intended by his parents for the miniftry r 
He was fent to the univerfity of Cambridge, where 
he embraced the principles very oppofite to the go- 
vernment, by which he became difqualified for en- 
tering into holy orders. We find him foon after his 
quitting the univerfity, fecretary to the earl of Orrery, 
but how long he remained in that ftation we cannot 
afcertain. After he quitted the fervice of this noble 
peer, it was his cuftom to perform a vifit annually 
to his elded brother's houfe in the country, who 
pouefTcd an eftate of icooh peranuum. He was. 
careiTed in the country, by all his relations, to 
whom he endeared himfelf, by his affable and gen- 
teel behaviour. Mr. Fenton was a man of the moft 
tender humanity, and difcovered it upon every pro- 
per occafion : A gentleman refident in that county, 
who has tranfmitted to us fome account of Mr. Fen- 

» 
• See Jacob, p. 55. 

ton* 
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ton, has given us the following inftance of his hu- 
mane difpofition. 

He had a great number of lifters, fome of whom 
Were 1efs happy in their marriages than others ; one 
in particular was expofed to many misfortunes, by 
the indiscretion and extravagance of her hufbana. 
It is the cuftom of fome people to make very great 
diftin&ions between their rich and poor relations ; 
Mr. Fenton's brother was of this ftamp, and it feem,s 
treated his unfortunate fifter with lefs ceremony than 
the reft. One day, while Mr. Fenton, was at his 
brother's houfe, he obferved the family going to 
dinner without this fifter, who was in town, and had 
as good a right to an invitation, as any of the reft 
who dined there as a compliment to him. He ctrold 
not help difcovering his difpleafure at fo unnatural 
a dift n&ion, and would not fit down to table till 
(he was fent for, and in Confequence of this flight 
{hewn her by the reft of the family, Mr. Fenton 
treated he* with more tendernefs and complaifance 
than any of his fifters. 

Our author carried through life a very fair r<pq-~ 
tation, he Was beloved and efteemed by Mr, Pope, 
who honoured him with a beautiful epitaph. Mr. 
Fenton after a life of eafe and trariqurlity, died at 
Eaft-Hampftead- Park, near Oakingham, the i^tV 
of July 1730, much regretted by all men of tatte, 
not being obnoxious to the refemment even of h's 
brother writers. 

In the year 1723, Mr. Fenton introduced upon 
the ftage his Tragedy of Mariamne, built upon tlje 
ftory related of her in the third volume of the Spec- 
tator, Numb. 171, whrch the ingenious author col- 
lected out of Jofephus. As this ftory fo fully difprays 
•the nature of rhe pafiion of jealoufy, ,and difcovers 
(6 extraordinary a character as that of Herod, we 
(hall here infert it, after which" we (hall confider 
with whet fucceft Mr. Fenton has managed the plot. 

1 la 
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In a former paper, the author having -treated the 
paffion of jealoufy in various lights, and marked its 
jffogreis through the human mind, concludes his 
animadverfions with this ftory, which he fays may 
ferve as an example to whatever can be faid on that 
*ubje&. 

• Mariamne had all the charms that beauty, 

* birth, wit, and youth could give a woman, and 

* Herod all the love that fuch charms are able to raife 
' in a warm and amorous difpoiition. In the midft of 
'his fondnefs for Mariamne, he put her brother 
'" to death, as lie did her father not many years 

* after. The barbarity of the acTion was repre- 
■* fented to Mark Anthony, who immediately ium- 

* moned Herod into Egypt, to anfwer for the crime 
' that was laid to his charge : Herod attributed the 

* fummons to Anthony's defire of Mariamne, whom 
-* therefore before his, departure, he gave into the cuf- 
4 tody of his uncle Jofeph, with private orders to 
■* put her to death, if any fuch violence was offered 

* to himfelf. This Jofeph was much delighted 

* with Mariamne's conversation, and endeavoured 
4 with all his arf and rhetoric to fet out the excefs 

* of Herod's paffion for her ; but when he Hill 
4 found her cofd and incredulous, he inconfiderately 

* told her, as a certain inftance of her lord's affedion, 
4 the private orders he had left behind him, which 

* plainly flic wed, according to Jofeph's interpreta- 
*, tion, that he could neither live nor die without 
4 her. This barbarous inftance of a wild nnreafon- 

* able paffion quite put out for a time thoie little 
4 remains of aiFe&ion, fhe Hill had for her lord : 

* Her thoughts were fo wholly taken up with the 

* cruelty of his orders, that fhe could not confide* 
' the kkidneis which produced them ; and tkere- 

.' fore reprefented him in her imagination, rather 
4 under the frightful idea of a murderer, than a 
4 lover, 

f Herod 
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* Herod was at length acquitted, and difmifs'd 
4 by Mark Anthony, when his foul was all in flames 

* for his Mariamne; but before their meeting he was 
' not a little alarmed at the report he had heard 

* of his uncle's conversation and familiarity with 
' her in his abfence. This therefore was the firfi 
4 difcourfe he entertained her with, in which fhe 

* found it no eafy matter to quiet his fufpicions. 

* But at laft he appeared fo well fatisfied of her 
4 innocence; that from reproaches, andwranglings, 
4 he fell to tears and embraces. Both of them 
4 wept very tenderly at their reconciliation, and 

* Herod pour'd out his whole foul to her in the 

* wanneft protections of love and conftancy ; when 
4 amidft all his fighs and languifhings, fhe afked 

* him, whether the private orders he left with his 

* uncle Jofeph were an inftance of fuch an enflamed 
M affection ? The jealous king was immediately 
x roufed at fo unexpected a queftion, and concluded 

* his uncle muft have been too familiar with her, 

* before he would have difcovered fuch a fecret. 
4 In (hort he put his uncle to death, and very diffi- 
f cultly prevailed on himfelf to fpare Mariamne. 

* After this he was forced on a fecond journey 
4 into Egypt, when he committed his lady to the 

* care of Sohemus, with the fame private orders he 

* had before given his uncle, if any mifchief befei 

* himfelf : In the mean time Mariamne had fo won 
4 upon Sohemus, by her prefents and obliging be- 
«* haviour, that (he drew ail the fecret from him, 
4 with which Herod had entrufted him ; fo that 

* after his return, when he flew to her, with all the 
' tranfports of joy and love, fhe received him coldly 
4 with fighs and tears, and all the marks of indrf- 

* ference and averfion. . This reception fo ftirred up 

* his indignation, that he. had certainly flain her 
4 with Jlis own hands, had n?t he feared he him- 
" ... ' ' felf 
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' felf fcould become the greater fufferer, by it. It 
' was not rbng after this, when he had anotner 

* violent return of love upon him ; Mariamne was 

* therefore felt for to hini, whom he endeavoured 
f to foften and reconcile with all poflible conjugal 

* carefles, and endearments ; but lhe declined his 

* embraces, and anfwcred all his fondnefs, with bit- 

* ter invedtfves for the death of her father and 

* her brother. 

* * This behaviour fo incenfed Herod, that he 

* very hardly refrained from linking her ; when 

* in the heat of their quaxrel, there came in a 

* wrtnefs, fuborned by fomeof Mariamhe's cne- 

* rwes*> who accufed hier to the king of a defign 

* to porfen him; Herod was now prepared to hear 
** any thi ng irr her prej udice, 'and rmmediatery ' or- 

* dered her fervant to be ftfetcjied upon Uie rack 1 ; 

* who in the extremity of his tortures, con feft, that 
4 bis miftreffes* averiion to the king arofe from 
4 foroething Sohemus had told her j but as for any 
A , xfefrgrr Of poiftmmg, be utterly difowned the feaft 
« : knowledge of it. ^lys confeffion quickly proved 

* fatal to Sohemus, who now lay tinder the fame 

* fufpicions and fentence, that Jofeph had before 
V H»*ftV. 4**fce like oeeaWn.' Nor wouW Herod 
•• reft here * but accufed her wkh great vehemence 

* of ai defign upon his life, and by his authority 

* with the judges had her publickly condemned 

* and executed. 

* Herod (feon after her deceafe grew melancholy 
% -and deje&ed, retiring from the publie admin iftra- 
4 ti«w* of affairs, into a folitary tforeft, and there 

* abandoned himfelf to all the black confiderations, 
' which naturally arife from a paifion made up of 

* love, rembrfe, pity and defpair. He ufed to rave 

* for feta Mariamne; and to call upon her in his dif- 

* tra&fcd fiH | and %*< ait piofeabdky, would have 

* foon 
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c foto followed her, had- not his thoughts been 
* feafonably called off from fo fad an object, by 

p * public ftorms, which at that, time very nearly 

t * threatened him.* 

Mr. Fenton in the conduct of this defign, has 
; (hewn himfelf a very great matter of ftage propriety . 
i He has foftened the character of Herod, well 
knowing (hat fo cruel a tyrant as the ftory makes 
, him, could not be born upon the Englim ft age. 
He has altered the character of Sohemus, from an 
honett confident, to a crafty enterpriiing ftatefman, 
who to raife his matter to the throne of Judea, mur- 
thered the natural heir. He has introduced in his 
<lrama, a character under the name of Salome, the v 
king's fitter, who bore an implacable hatred to # 
Mariamne ; and who in league with Sohemas pur- 
fues her revenge, at no left a price than that of 
her brother's and the queen's life. 

After the wars, which had fubfifted between 
Caefar and Anthony, had fubfided, and the world 
fell to tfce jhare of the former ; Herod is reprefented 
ashavingjutt returned from Rome, where, as anhof- 
tage to the emperor, he has ftipulated to fend bis 
ypunger fon there, and Flaminius, a noble Roman 
.accompanies him into Jewry, to carry off the young 
prince. The day in which this dramatic action 
begins, is upon a grand feftival,. appointed in ho- 
nour of Herod's fafe return from Rome, and, be- 
ing (till permitted to enjoy his kingdom. The hard 
.condition -of fending the prince to Rome, greatly 
affects the heart of the queen, whom the* poet ha* 
4rawn a moft tender mother. This throw* a 
•cloud over the ceremony, and fumiihes an opport- 
unity for Sohemus and Salome, to fet their in* 
iernal engines at work ; who, in'conjunction with 
Sameas the king's cup-bearer, contrive to poifon 
the king and queen at the feaft. But the poifoned 
cup. is firft tatted by Hazeroth, a young lord re- 
. Vol. IV. N°. 18. I lated 
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lated to the queen, tnd the fudden effeft which it 
has upon him difcovers the villainy. 

The queen's abienc* from the fcaft proves a 
fatal circumftance, and as managed by Sohemus, 
iixes the appearance of guilt upon her. While 
Herod was abfent at Rome, Sohemus madeaddrefles 
fo Arfinoe, a Roman lady, confidant to Mariamne; 
to whom in the ardour of his pafiion he revealed 
the fecret entroAed to him by Herod, of putting 
Mariamne to death, in cafe he by any calamitous 
accident ihould lofc his life. Arfinoe from a mo. 
tivc of afte&ion communicated this to Mariamne r 
as an inftance of the violent paffion which Herod 
had for her. This flie dW immediately before 
' her departure for Rome, with Flaminius the Roman 
tnvoy, who proved to be the lord of her wifhes, 
whom flie imagined to have been killed in lighting 
again* Mark Anthony. Mariamne thrown into thus 
imminent danger, orders Arfinoe to be intercepted, 
whole return clears up her innocence, as flie de- 
clares that no correfpondence had ever been carried 
<m between the queen and Sohemus, of whoni he 
was now jealous, as Mariamne had upbraided him 
with his cruel resolutions of putting her to death, 
entrnfted to that sniaifter. Herod is fiftisficd of her 
innocence, by the evidence of Arfinoe ; but as he 
had before given the cruel orders for putting the 
^joeen to death, (he, to prevent the execution offuch 
barbarity, drank poifon. The Queen is conducted 
hi by the high prieft-in^the agonies of death, which 
gives fueh a fliock to Herod, that not able to 
lurvlve heV, he dies in the fight of the audience. 
• Sohemus, who knew what tortures would be re- 
ftryed lor him, kills hirnfdf, after havine facrificed 
Sabeas, by wbofe treachery the plot Was uncovered, 
and who in his falling ftaba Salome to ; the heart, 
ai the 1** tfert Of his revenge. 

As the pltoof tbi* play is tegular, fittple, : awl 
istfcjfctiag, fo afed^lfcmimeTftsBO left jbafterlys 

and 
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mud the characters graphically diftioguimed. It 
contains like wife many beautiful ftrokes of poetry. 

When Natbal, a lord of the queen's party, gives 
aa account to Flaminiua the Roman general, of thc^ 
queen's parting with her fon ; he fays, 



-A while <hc food, 



Transformed by grief to marble, and appearM 
Her own pale monument ; 

Flammias confiftcat wkh his character as a fol* 
dier, anfwers, 

Give me, ye gods ? the harmony of war, 
The trumpet's clangor, and the clafh of arms. 
That concert animates the glowing bread, 
To ruih on death ; but when our ear is picre'd 
With the fad notes which mournful beauty yields % 
Our manhood melts in fymphathifing tears. 

The chara&er of Sameas the king^s cup-bearer, 
Is one of the mod villainous ever fhewn upon a 
ftage ; and the poet makes Sohemus, in order to give 
*he audience a true idea of him, and to prepare them 
Jbr thofe barbarities he is to execute, relate the 
Allowing inftance of his cruelty. 



-Along the Ihore 



He walk'd' one evening, when the <dam'roos 

rage 
r Of tempefts wrecked a flap : The crew were fimk, 
The mailer only reack'd the neighboring ftrand, 
porn by a floating fragment ; but fo weak 
With combating the ftorm, his tongue had loft 
The faculty of fpeech, and yet for aid 
He faintly wav'd his hand, on which he wore 
nA fatal jewel. Sameas, quickly cbarmM 
'JBothby itsfize, andluftrc, with a look 
Of pity ftotp'd, to take him by the hand % 

1 * The» 
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Then cat the finger off to gain the ring, 
And plung'd him back to perifh in the wavej ; 
Crying, go dive for more.— -I've heard him boaft 
Of this adventure. - 

In the 5 th a&, when Herod is agitated with the 
rage of jealoufy, his brother Pheroras thus addreffes 
him, 

Sir, let her crime 

Erafe the faithful chara&ers which love 

Imprinted on you» heart, 

Herod. Alas ? the pain 
We feel, whene'er we difpoflefs the foul 
Of that tormenting tyrant, far exceeds 
The rigour of his rule, 

Pheroras. With reafon quell 
That haughty paflion ; treat it as your flave : 
Refume the monarch. 

The obfervation, which Herod makes upon this, 
is very afFe&ing. The poet has drawn him . fo tor- 
tured with his paflion, that he feems almoft fuffici- 
ently puniihed, for the barbarity of cutting off the 
father and brother of Mariamne, 

Herod. Where's the monarch now ? 
The vulgar call us gods, and fondly think 
That kings are call in more than mortal molds ; 
Alas ! they little know that when the mind 
Is cloy'd with pomp, our tafte is pall'd to joy ; 
But grows more fenfible of grief or pain. 
The ftupid peafant with as quick a ienfe 
Enjoys the fragrance of a rofe, as I ; 
And his rough hand is proof againft the thorn, 
Which rankling in my tender fkin, would feem 
A viper's tooth. Oh blifsful poverty ! 

Nature 
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Nature, too partial ! to thy lot affigns 
Health, freedom, innocence, and downy peace, 
Her real goods ; and only mocks the great 
With empty pageantries ! Had I been born 
A cottager, my homely bowl had flow'd 
Secure from poisonous drugs ; but not my wife ! 
Let me, good heav'n ! forget that guilty name, 
Or madnefs will enfue. 

Some critics have blamed Mariamne, for yield- 
ing her affections to Herod, who had embrued his 
hands in her father and brother's blood ; in this 
perhaps (he cannot be eafily defended, but the poet 
had a right to reprefent this as he literally found it 
in hiftory j and being the circumftance upon which 
all the others depended. Tho* this play is one of the 
moft beautiful in our language, yet it is in many 
places expofed to juft criticifm ; but as it has more 
beauties than faults, it would be a kind of violence 
to candour to (hew the blemifties. 

The life of Fenton, like other poets who have 
never been engaged in public buiinefs, being bar- 
ren of incidents, we have dwelt the longer on his 
works, a tribute which his genius naturally de- 
manded from us. 

Mr. Fenton's other poetical works were publifhed 
in one volume 171 7, and confift chiefly of the fol- 
lowing pieces. 

An Ode to the Sun, for the new year 1707, as a 
fpecimen of which we (hall quote the three follow- 
ing ftanza's. 



Begin celeftial fource of light, 
To gild the new revolving fphere ; 
And from the pregnant womb of night ; 
Urge on to birth the infant year. 

I 3 Rich 
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Kick with aufpicious luftre rife, 
Thou faireft regent of the ikies, 
Confpicuotts with thy fifver bow ! 
To thee, a god, 'twas given by Jovt 
To rule the radiant orbs above, 
To Gloriaoa this below. 

II. 

With joy renew thy deftin'd race, 
And let the mighty months begin : 
Let no ill omen clond thy face, 
Thro' all thy circle fmUe ferene. 
While the ffcrn minifters of fate 
Watchful o'er the pale Lntetia wak, 
To grieve the Gaul's perfidious head % 
The hours, thy offspring heav'nly fair, 
Their whiteft wings Ihould ever wear, 
And gentle joys on Albion (bed. 

III. 

When Ilia bore the firtere fates of Rome, 
And the long honours of her Mice began, 
Thus, to prepare die graceful age to come, 
They from thy ftores in happy order ran. 
Heroes ele&ed to the lift of fame, 
Fix'd the fure coluaws of her rifing Hate i 
Till the loud triumphs of the Julian name 
{tendered the glories of her reign compkat, 
Each year advanc'd a rival to the reft, 
In comely fpoils of war, and great atchievemem* 
dreft. 

Florelio, a Paftoral, lamenting the death of the 
marquis of Blandford. 

Part of the fourteenth chapter of Ifaiah Para- 
phrased. 

Verfet 
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Verfes on the Union* 

Cupid and Hymen, 

Olivia, almall Poem of humour again!! a Prude* 

The Fair Nun, a Talc. , 

An Epiftlc addreffedto Mr* Southern, written in < 
the year 1711. 

The eleventh Book of Homer's Odyfley, tran£ 
lated in Milton's ftile^ 

The Widow's Will; a Tale. 

A-La-Modc, a very humorous representation of 
•.fond, doating Hufband, injured by his Wife. 

Sappho to Phaon. A Love Epiftle, tranilated 
from Ovid. 

Phaon to Sappho. 

A Tale deviled in the pleafant manner of Chau- 
cer » in which the Poet imitates that venerable 
old! Bard* in. the obfplete Language of Us Verfc. 

Verfes addreiled to Ifc Pbpc. 

The Platonic Spell. 

Marollos de Neaera^ 
, Marullua imitated. 

Joannis Seconds Bafiosi X- 

Kiflca, Translated from Secundum I know no* 
if all poetry ever exceeded the fmoothnefs and! 
delicacy of thofe lines* They flow with an irre- 
futable enchantment, and as the inserting them wilt 
ftew the fpirit both of the original ancFtranflation* 
we (hall make no farther apology for doing it. 

When Venus, in the fweet Idalian (hade, 
A violet conch for young Afcanius made ; 
Their djp'nine gems> tja* obedient rofes bowM 
And veilM his beauties with a damaik cloud : 
While the bright goddefs with a gentle (how'r, 
Of ne&ar'ddews, perfum'd the blifsful bow>. 
Of fight infatiate, (he devours his charms. 
*Till her fok breaft re. kindling ardour warms r 
I 4 * 'Ncwr 
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New joys tumultuous in her bo Com rowl, 
And all Adonis rufheth on her foul- . 
Tranfported with each. dear refembling graces 

* She cries, Adonis ! Sure I fee thy face ! 

Then (loops to clafp the beauteous form, but fears 
He*d wake too foon, and with a figh forbears ; , . 
Yet, fix'd in filent rapture, ftands to gaze, 
Killing -each flowering bud that round him plays. 

S weil'd with the touch, each animated rofe 
. Expands ; and ftrait with warmer purple glows : 
Where infant kifles bloom, a balmy ftore ! , 

Redoubling all the blifs fhe felt before. * 

Sudden; toer fwaiis career ^aloiig the- fk'ies, ' k 

And o'er the globe the fair celeftial flies. 
Then, as where Cerep pafs'd, the teeming plaid, 

* YellowM with wavy crops of golden grain ; ' 

So fruitful kifles fell where Venus flew; t ' 

And by the" power of genial magic grew : * 

A plenteous harveft ! which fhe deignMt'impart, 
To/ooth an agonizing love-lick heart. 
'All hail, ye Rofeat kifles ! 'who remove 
Our cares, and cool the calenture of love. 
Lo ! I your poet in melodious lays, 
.Btefsyouj kind pow'r,; enamourM of vour praife :. . 
Lay's ! form'd to laft, 'till barbVous tim£ invade* : 
The rnu/es hill, and withers alHheir fhades. * 

i Sprdng from the Guardian * ? of the Roman name* - 
v In Roman numbers live fecufe of fame. - * 

Joannis Secundi Bafum lid. tranHated. . r 

An Epiftleto Thomas Lambard Efq; ■ * • 

An Ode to the right hon. John lord Gower. 

^ - 
• Venus. r 



M 
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An E P ITAPH 
On Mr. ELIJAH FENTON, 

At East-Hampstead in Berks, 1730. 



This modeft ftone, what few vain marbles can. 
May truly fay, here lies an honeft man : 
A Poet, bleis'd beyond a Poet'- fate, 
v Whom Heav'n kept facred from the proud and 
great: 
Foe to loud praife, and friend to learned eafe, 
Content with fcience in the vale of peace* 
Calmly he look'd on either life, and here 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear i 
From nature's temp'rate feaft rofe fatisfy'd 
Thank 'd Heav'n, that he had liv'd, and that he 
died. 



I 5 • Baatw* 
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Barton Booth, Efq; 

JTT 13 but jnftice to the memory of this great 
X *6l° r *° g lvc k*m a place among the poets, 
if he had been lefs confiderable in that province 
than, he really was ; for he appears early to have 
underftodd the Latin daffies, and to have fucceed- 
ed in occasional pieces, and little odes, beyond, 
many perfons of higher name in poetry. Mr. . 
Booth was defcended from a very ancient, and ho- 
nourable family, originally feated in the County 
Palatine of Lancaster. His father, John Booth, efq* 
was a man of great worth and honour; and though 
his fortune was not very confiderable, he was ex- 
tremely attentive to the education of his children, 
«f whom Barton (the third) was born in 1681 . 

When about nine years of age, he was put 
under the tuition of the famous Dr. Bufby,. 
head-mafter of Wtftminfter fchool, under whom 
Come of the ableft men have been educated, that 
in the laft and prefent age have done honour tor 
the nation. The fprightlinefs of Booth's parts 
early recommended him to the notice of Dr. Bu& 
by :.' he had a< &r«ng paffion for learning, and a 
peculiar turn for Latin poetry, and by ftudying 
the bed authors in it, he fixed many of the hneiV 
paflages fo firmly in his memory, that he was a- 
ble to repeat them with fueh propriety, and grace- 
ful adion, with fo fine a tone of voice, and pe. 

* N. B. As Miv Theophiftjs Cibbcr i* publishing (in a woik. 
entirely undertaken by kimfef) The Lives, and Chambers of 
all our Eminent A&ors, and A&reiles, from Sliakefpear, to 
the preffent time ; he leases to the other gentlemen, concerned 
in' thia celle&ion, the account! ef Use pjayew who could not, 
he omitted harein, aa Poet*. 

cultar 
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Culiar emphifis, that it was taken aoticc of by the 
wnole fchool. 

In confequence of this happy talent, when, ac* 
cording to the cuftom of the lchool, a Latin play 
was to be adted, a confiderable part thereof was 
given to young Booth* who drew by the melody 
of his voice, and the gracefulness of hi* adUoo,. 
the applanfe of all the Tpeclators, a circumftahce- 
which feft fired, him with theatrical ambition, 
much againifc the inclination of his father, who 
intended him for the. church, and was therefore 
careful of his education. This propenfion in our 
young Rofcius, recommended him ftill more to the 
Savour of Rt. Buiby, who bellowed the moft Iavifii 
encomiums upon him : Bufby wasb himfelf a great: 
admirer of theatrical elocution, and admirably fit* 
ted by nature for -the itage ; when he was young, 
he obtained great applauie in a part he perform- 
ed in a play of Cartwright's, and from that mo- 
ment held Aeatrical a.ccomplifbments in; the high* 
eft efteem. 

When Booth had reached the age of eighteen,, 
and the time approached when he was to have 
been fent to the univerfity, he refolved' to run any 
rifle, rather than enter upon a courfe of life, incon- 
tinent with the liveliness of his temper, and the* 
natural bent of his inclinations. It happened; 
that there was then in London one. Mr. Ambury,, 
who had been long matter of a company at Dub- 
lin, with, whom young Booth, became acquainted,, 
and finding that under his direction there was no* 
danger of his getting a livelihood, he quitted , afli 
.other views* ftole away from fchool, ana went Q* 
ver to Ireland with fylr. Afhbury in 1698 *.. ' 

He very foon diftinguiihed himfelf oj* toe £age 
at Dublin, where he had great natural advantage* v 
**cr moft of Jus cotemppraries, e/pecialty ua tra- 

. '. ". .;• .. I 
* Hiit&ry of the Englifc ftije*, . ^ j 

16 g« d y5i 
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gedy ; he had a grave countenance, a good perforiv 
an air of dignity, a melodious voice, and a very 

. manly action. He fpOk»juftty, his cadence was 

'grateful to the ear, and his pronunciation was 

icholaftically correct and proper. He fo far infi- 

nuated himfelf into the favour of Englifh gentle- 

•xnen in Ireland, and found his reputation growing ' 

to fo great a heighth, that he returned home in 

1 70 1, to make a trial of his talents on the Britifli 

ftage. He accordingly applied to lord Fitzhard- 

~ing, of the bedchamber to Prince George of Den- 

*mark, and was by him recommended to Mr. Bet* 

: terton, who took him under his care, and gave 

him all the affiftance in his power, of which Mr. 

Booth greatly profited. 

** Never were a tutor and pupil better met; the 

-one was capable of giving the beft inftruclions in 

his own performance, and the other had a prompt- 

jiefs of conception, a violent prtfpenflty, and a 

great genius. The firft part Booth performed in 

London was Maximus in Valentinian, a play df 

Beaumont and Fletcher's originally, but altered, 

"and brought upon the -ftage by the earl* of Ro- 

chefter. The reception he met with exceeded his 

warmeft hopes, and the favour of the town had a 

happy effedt upon him, in infpiring him with a 

proper degree of confidence without vanity. The 

.Ambitious Step- mother, a tragedy written by Mr. 

Rowe, in which that author has thrown out more 

'fire, and heat of poetry, than in any other Of 

his plays, was about this time introduced upon 

*the ftage; the part of Artabah was affigned tb 

'Booth, in which he raifed his character" tb fuch a 

heighth, v as to be reckoned only fecond to Ms 

'fcreat matter. 

In the year 1704 he* married Mifs Barkham, 
daughter to Sir William Barkham of Norfolk, 
bart. who lived with him fix years, and died with* 
outiifuc. 

, , • ^ In 
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*' In fhe* theatrical revolutions which happened 
in .thofe days, Mr. Booth, notwithftanding his great 
capacity, and reputation with the town, had vet 
ry little {hare. He adhered conftantly to Mr. 
Betterton, while he could be of any fervice t<* 
him, and when his tutor retired from the manage- 
ment of the ftage, he trufted to his merit, and 
the tafte of the public, in which he was never de*- 
ceived. - } 

Mr. Booth was particularly turned for tragedy, 
he never could bear -thofe parts which had not 
ftrong paffion to infpire him ; and Mr. Cibber ob- 
ferves, that he could not fo well melt in the lov- 
er, as rage in the jealous holband. Othello was 
his mailer-piece, but in all his parts he was oft- 
en fubjeft to a kind of indolence, which fome 
people imagined -he afFe&ed, to (hew that even in 
his lazy fits he was foperior to every body upon 
the ftage; as if ficure of all beholders hearts, ne» 
rle&ing be could take them *. The late ingenious. 
Mr. Whitingham, who perfectly underftood theatri* 
cal excellence, and who was, beyond any man I ever 
knew, diftinft, and accurate in his relations df 
things, often told me, that fuch was the dignity 
of Booth's appearance, fuch his theatrical eafe£ 
and gracefulness, that had he only crofted the 
ftage without uttering a word, the'houfe would 
be in a roar of applaufe. 

We come now to that period of time, when 
Mr. Booth's fole merit raifed him to the great* 
eft height, and procured for him that reward 
•he had long deferved, The tragedy of Cato, 
which had been written in the year 1703, or at 
leaft four ads' of it, was brought upon the 
ftage in 1712, chiefly on a political prin- 
ciple; the part of Ca*o was given to Booth, for 
the managers were very well Satisfied that nobody 
elfe could perform k. As party prejudice never 
ran higher than at that time, the excellency of the 
• Dryfen'i All for Love. 

ylay 
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K* y waj djftinffuiihcd fcp the fiirptizyig concert* 
ween both fa&ipn*, which ihould applaud it 
nod, fo the merit <^f the adoc racked *h* famf 
marks of approbation, both parties taking care ta 
(hew their iatisfadion, by Deftowing upon him 
moft liberal preff nts, the particulars of which arp. 
already inserted in the life of Addifon. The run 
of £atq Mag over at London, t}ie manager* 
thought fit to remove to Oxford in the fum»er> 
where the pl*y met with ib extraordinary a recep- 
tion, {hat they were forced to open the doors a£ 
noon, and; the houfe was quite fuli by one o'clock. 
The feme refped was paid it for- three daysto-r 
gether, and though the universal applaufe it. melt: 
with at London, fiu-pailed any thing that had been, 
remembered of that kin4 yet the tribute of praif?. 
it received firom this famous university, furpaued. 
even that. Booth, whofe reputation was now at 
its heighth, took the advantage of it, and making. 
his application to lord .Bolingbrqke, then at th? 
fcead of the miniftry, he procured a new licence, 
recalling all former ones, and Mr. Booth's nam?- 
was added to thpfp of Cibber, Dogget» and Wilka. 
Tho' none of the manager* had oc$afion to be pleafed- 
with this ad of julfcice done to Booth's merit, at the 
expenceof, what they deemed, their property, ye* 

?one of them carried their refentmont fi> high as Mr. 
)ogget, who absolutely refufed to accept of any con* 
^deration for fcis ihare in the fcenes and clothes ; this, 
obftinacy had , however no other effed, than de- 
priving him of his ihare, which brought hini in 
leoo 1.. a year ; though Mr. Cibber inform* ua, 
that this was only a pretence^ and thai the truf 
leaf on of quitting the ftage, was, his difjike to 
another of the managers, whofe hujn<*ur was be* 
come infupportable. This perfon we conjecture to 
{tave been Mr. Wilks, who* according to Cibber> 
account, was capricious in &i& temper, though h^ 
pad pthexwife great jneiit as a player, _anq; was 

ago.o<L 
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m good man, morally confidered; fame instances 
of the generofity and noble fpirit of Wilkv an* 
taken notice of in the life of Farquhar. 

A few years after Mr. Booth roie to the digni- 

2r of manager, he married the eeUtoted Mis* 
antlowc, who, from her firfc appearance at an 
a&refs in the character of the Fair Quaker of 
Deal, to the time (he quitted the ftage, had aK 
ways received the ftrongeft marks of public ap- 
plaufe, which y&re repeated when after a retreat 
of fome yeafs, ihe appeared there again. By her 
prudence in managing the advantages that arofe 
to her from her reparation as an aoVeft, and her 
great diligence in her profeffion, ihe acquired a 
confiderabTe fortune, which was very ufeful to Mr. 
, Booth, who, from the natural torn of his temper, 
though he had a ibid regard t» juftice, was not ' 
much inclined to Caving. 

Daring the few years they lived together, there 
was the greateft harmony between them, and af- 
ter the death of Booth, his difconfolate widow, 
who is yet alive, quitted the itage, and devoted her- 
self entirely to a private conrfe of life. By degrees 
the health of Mr. Booth began to decline, fo that 
it was impoffible for him to continue to aft with 
fo much diligence as nfual, but at whatever time 
he was able to return to the itage, the town de- 
monftrated their refpeft for him by crowding the 
houfe. Being attacked by a complication of dif- 
tempers, he paid the debt to nature May 10, 173s* 
A copy of his Will was printed in the London 
Magazine lor 17^3, p. 126, in which we find'ht 
teftified his efteem for his wife, to whom he left 
all his fortune, for reafons there affigned, which 
he declared amounted to no more than two thirds 
of what he had received from her on the day of 
marriage. Hit character as, an after, has been 
celebrated by the beft judges, and was never que- 
ftkmcd by, any. g. 

And 
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■ And here we cannot refift the opportunity of 
ihewing Mr. Booth in that fall, and commanding 
light in which he is drawn by the late ingenious 
Aaron Hill, efq; who had long experience in the 
affairs of the ftage, and could well diftinguifh tike 
true merits of an a&or. His words are, 

• Two advantages diftinguifhed him in the 

* ftrongeft light from the reft of his fraternity : 

* he had learning to understand perfectly what it 
4 was his part to fpeak, and judgment to know 

* how far it agreed, or difagreed with his cha- 
-• raster. Hence arofe a peculiar grace, which 
' was vifible to every fpedtator, though few were 

* at the pains of examining into the caufe of their 

* pleafure. He coulfl foften, and Aide over, with 
« a kind of elegant negligence, the improprieties 
' in the part he afted, while, on the contrary, 
' he would dwell with energy upon, the beauties, 
« as if he exerted a latent ipirit which had been. 
' kept back for fuch an occafion, that he might 
' alarm, awaken, and tranfport in thofe places on- 

* ly, where the dignity of his own good fenfe 
' could be fupported by that of his author. A 
' little reflexion upon this remarkable quality, 

* will teach us to account for that manifeft lan- 

* guor which has fometimes been obferved in his 
' a&ion, and which was generally, though I think 

* falfly, imputed to the natural indolence of his 

* temper. For the fame reafon, though in the 

* cnftoroary round of his bufinefs, he would con- 

* defcend to fome parts in comedy ; he feldom ap- 

* peared in any of them with much advantage 

* to his character. The paffions which he found 

* in comedy, were not ftrong enough to excite 
' his fire, and what feemed want of qualification, 
« was only the abfence of impreffion. He had % 
« talent at difcovering the paffions where they 

* lay hid in fome celebrated parts, by the injudi'- 
« cious practice of other attors ; when he had dis- 
covered* 
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4 covered, he foon grew able to exprefs them ; 
V and his fecret of his obtaining this great leflbn 
' of the theatre, was an adaption of his look to 

* bis voice, by which artful imitation of nature, 

4 the variations in the found of his words, gave * 

* propriety to every change in his countenance, 

* fo that it was Mr. Booth's peculiar felicity to be v 

* heard and feen the fame, whether as the p leafed, 
4 the grieved, the pitying, the reproachful, or the 
4 angry. One would be almoft'tempted to borrow 
4 the aid of a very bold figure, and, to exprefs 
4 this excellence more (ignificantly, beg permiffion 
4 to affirm, that the blind might have feen him 
4 in his voice, and the deaf have heard him in 
4 his vifage: His gefture, dV as it is commonly 
4 called his action, was but the refuft, and ne- 

* ceflary •tfonfequence of his dominion over his 
4 voice^ and , countenance ; for haying by a con- 
4 ctfrrence of two fuch caufes, impreffe<f his ima- 
4 gmatibn with fuch a ftamp, and fphit of paf- 
4 Son, he ever obeyed the impulfe by a kind of 
4 natural dependency, and relaxed, or braced fuc- 

* <eifively into all that fine expreffivenefs with 
4 which he painted what he fpoKe, without re- 
4 ftraint, or affeflation.' .... 

But it was not only as a player that Mr. Booth 
excelled j he was a man of letters alfo» and an au- 
thor in more languages than one. He had jsl tafte 
for poetry which we have obferved difcover^ed it- 
ferf when he' was very young, in tranilations of 
fome Odes of Horace ; and in his riper. years he 
wrote feveral fongs, and other original poems, 
which did him honour. He was alio the author 
of a mafq^ue, or dramatic entertainment, called 
Dido 'and ^Eneas, which was very well received 
u£on the ftage, bit which however did' not excrte 
him to produce anything of the fame kind after- 
wards.. His maf&r-piece was a Latin infcrm- 
tioji to the memory of a celebrated adtor, - Nfc. 

William 
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William Smith, one of the greateft men of his pro- 
feffion, and of whom Mr. Booth always fpoke in 
raptures. Jt is a misfortune that we can give no 
particular account of the perfon this excellent in* 
icription referred to, -but it is probable he was of 
a good family, fince he was a Barrifter at Law of 
Gray VInn, before he quitted that profeJfion for the 
ftage* 

The infexiption is as follows, 

Scenkite eximius 
Regnante Carolo fecundo : 
JJettertono Cosetaneus & Amicus, 
Necnon propemodum vEqualis. 
Haud ignobili ftirpe orinadus, 
Hec lkerarnm rudi* humaniorum, 

Remfenic^m 
let multos feliciter anno* ^dminilbavft % 
Juftoque moderamine fe morum,fuavi$?tsr. 
Omnium intra Theatnun 
Obferv-antiam,. extra Theatram Laudem, 
Ubique bcncvqlentiam & amorem fifei qoqcjliavit* * 

InEnglUhthott' 

An excellent player 
In the reign of Charles the Seconds 
The cotemporary, and friend of Betterton* 
and aim oft his equal. 
Defcended of no ignoble family, 
Nor deftitute bf polite learning. , 

The bufinefe of the flage 
He for many years happily managed, 
And by his juft conclufl, and fweetnefs of manner! 
Qbtained the refpeft of all within the theatre. 
The applaute of tbofe without, 
And tip good will* and love, of all mankind. 

• ' * Such 
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Such the life and character of Ms. Booth, 
who defervedly flood very high in the efteejn of 
mankind, both on account ofthc pleafare which 
he gave {hem, and the native goodnefs of heart 
which he poiTeffed. Whether confidered as a 
private gentleman, a player, a fcholar, or a 
poet, Mr. Booth makes a very great figure, and 
jus extraordinary excellence in his own profeffion, 
while it renders his memory dear jto all men of 
tafte, will ever fecure him applanfe amongft thofe 
happy few, who were born to inftruit, to pleafc, 
and reform their countrymen. 




8K 
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Dr. George Sewel. 

THIS ingenious gentleman was the elded Ton 
of Mr. John Sewel, treafurer, and chapter- 
clerk of the college of Windfor, in which place 
our poet was born. He received his- education 
at Eton fchool, was afterwards fent to the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, and took the degree of 
bachelor of phyfic at Peter-houfe College. He 
then palTed over to Leyden, and ftudied under 
the famous Boerhaave, and afterwards returned 
to London, where for feveral years he pra&ifed as 
a Phyfkian. . He had a ftrong propenfion for po- 
etry, and has favoured the world with many per- 
formances much applauded. In- the year. 1719 
he introduced upon the ftage his tragedy of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, taken fircun the hiftorical account 
of that great man's fate. He was chiefly con- 
cerned in writing the fifth volume of the Tatler, 
and the ninth of the Spectator: He tranflated, 
with fome other gentlemen, the Metamorphofes of 
Ovid, with very great fuccefs, and rendered the 
Latin poems of Mr. Addifon into Englifh. Dr. 
Sewel made an attempt, which he had not leifure 
to .execute, of tranflating Quillet's Callipedia, 
|?hich was afterwards done by Rowe. He is 
the author of feveral mifcellanous poems, of 
which the following is as accurate an account as 
we could pofltbly obtain. 

Oa 
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On Confcience, Beauty, the Force of Mafic, 
Song of Troilus, &c. dedicated to the Duke of 
Newcaftle. 

To hi* Grace the Duke t>f Marlborough r upon 
his going into Germany 171 2. This poem begins 
thus, 

Go, mighty prince, and thofe great nations fee, 

Which thy vjftorious arms made free j 

View that fam'd column, where thy name's en* 

crav'd, 
Shall tell their children who their empire fav'd. 
Point out that marble where thy worth is ihewn 
To every grateful country but thy own, 

A Defcription of the Field of Battle, after Cav- 
iar was Conqueror at Pharfalia, from the Seventh 
v Book of Lucan. 
- The Patriot. 

Tranflations from Lucan, occafioned by the Tra^ 
^cdx of Cato. 

The Fifth Elegy of the Firft Book of Tibullus, 
tranftated, and addreffed to Delia. 

An Apology for Loving a Widow. 

The Fifth Pfalm Paraphrafed. ' r 

A Poetical Epiftle, written from Hampftead to 
Mr. Thornhill, upon Mr. Addifbn's Cato. 

An Epiftle to Mr. Addifon on the Death of the 
Earl of Hallifax. This poem begins thus, 

. And (hall great Hallifax refign to fate, 
And not one bard upon his allies wait ? 
Or is with him all infpiration fled, 
And lye the mufes with their patron dead ? 
Convince us, Addifon, his fpirit reigns, 

- Breathing again in thy immortal ftrains : 
To thee the lift'ning world impartial bends, 

' Sinte Hallifax and envy now are friends. 

Cupid's 
z 
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Cupid's Proclamation, or a Dsfoce of Women v 
a Poem from Chaucer. 

Dr. Sewd, in his Kate principles, wu inclined 
to the caufe of the Tories, and takes every occa- 
fion to combat with the biihop of Salisbury, who 
had fo eminently appeared tn the caufe of Che 
Whigi. 

- The following is a lift of his p*ofc works, in 
which there are fome letters addreved to, and ani- 
madverfions upon that eminent prelate's jwotfcs. 

. TJie Clergy, and the PreftnU Mietiliy defended t 
being a Letter to the Biihop of Salifbury, occa- 
sioned by his LordflupY new Tre&ee to hbPailo- 
Val Cafe, 8vo. 1713, third Edition that year, tin 
a fourth Edition (fame date) this is sailed Mr. Sew- 
*Ps Firft Letter to the Biihop of Salisbury, the 



Clergy* &c. 
A Sec 



Second Letter to the Biihop of Sattftury, up* 
on the Publication of his new Volume of Sermons, 
wherein his Lordihip's Preface concerning die Re- 
volution, and .the Cafe of the Lord Ruflel are ex- 
amined, &c. 8vo. 1713. 

Remarks upon a Pamphlet entitled Ohfemti- 
ons upon the State of the Nation 1712*11, third 
Edition ; to which is added a Poftfeopt to the Vin- 
dicator of the Earl of Nottingham* 8vo. 1714. 

An Introduction to the Life and Writings of 
G— — t Lord Biihop . of S m , Ac. ; being a 
Third Letter to the Bimop of Mtikvry, Svo. 
1716. 

A Vindication of the Engliftx Stage, exemplified 
in the Cato of Mr. Addifon. In,* Later, to a 
Nobleman, Svo.: 1716* 

:Mtffi» 
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Schifm deftru&ive of the Government, both in 
Church and State; being a Defence of the Bill 
intitled An Aft to prevent the Growth of Schifm ; 
wherein ail the Objections againff it, and particu- 
larly thofe in 'Squire Steele's Letter are fully Re- 
futed. Humbly offered to the Confederation of die 
Houfe of Lords, 8vo. 1714, fecond Edition. 

More 'News from Salisbury, viz. 1. An Exami- 
nation of fome Parts of the Bithop of Sarunfs Ser- 
n*?n and Charge, &c. Uvo. 171 4. 

. The Reafons for writing againft the BUhop of 
• Saliibury, gvo. 1714. 

The Life of Mr. John philips, Author of the . 
Poem on Cyder. 

Dr. Sewel died at Hampftead in Middlefex, 
where, in the latter part of his life, he had prac- 
tifed phyfic, on the 8th of February 1726, and 
was buried there. He feems to have been a man 
of an amiable difpofition, and to have pofleffed a 
very confiderable genhis. 




AffTHOBY 
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Anthony Hammond, Efq; 

THIS gentleman was defccnded from a good 
family, of Somerfham-Place, in the cdunty 
of Huntingdon, and was born in the year 1668 *. 
When he arrived at a proper m age, he was chofen 

* member of Parliament, and did not . remain long 
Jn the houfe before he diftinguifhed himfelf as a 

very eminent fpeaker. ' Having efpoufed the court 
'intereft, his zeal and merit recommended him to 
*very tonfiderable public employments, particularly 
that of being one of the commiffioners ' of the 
royal navy, which place he quitted in the year 171 2. 
The ingenious Mr. Southern in his dedication of 
his Innocent Adultery, to Mr. Hammond, f peaks 
thus of him. ' If generofity with friendlhip, learn- 
' ing with good fenfe, true wit and humour, with 

* good-nature, be accomplifliments to qualify a 
' gentleman for a patron, I am fure I have hit right 
' in Mr. Hammond.' 

Our author obliged the public with a Mifcellany 
of Original Poems, by the Moft Eminent Hands ; in 
which himfelf had no fmall ihare. In this mif- 
cellany are feveral poetical performances of Mrs. 
Martha Fowkes, a lady of exquifite taile in the 
belle accomplifliments. 

# • Coxetefs, Miscellaneous Notes* 

M 
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As to Mr. Hammond's own pieces, he acknow- 
-leges in his preface, that they were written at vety 
different .times, and particularly owned by him, left 
they mould afterwards be afcribed to other perfont ; 
as the Odet>n Solitude, was falfely aicribed to the 
<earl of Rofcommon, and other pieces of his, were 
likewjie given to other authors. 

This author wrote the Life of Walter Moyle,Efcp 
prefixed to his works.— :Mr. Hammond died about 
-the year 1726. 






The Rcvd. Mr. Laurence Ecjsden. 

THIS 'gentleman was defcended from a 
very good family in the kingdom of Ireland, 
Sbut received his education at Trinity- college in 
Cambridge. He was honoured with the encourage- 
ment of that eminent patron of the poets the earl 
of Halifax, to whom he confecrated the firft product 
of his Mufe. He enjoyed likewife the patronage of 
the duke of Newcaftle, who being lord chamberlain, 
at the death of Mr. Rowe, preferred him to the. 
Bays. 

Mr. Eufden was for feme part of his life chaplain 
%o Richard lord Wiltoughby de Brook : In this 
peaceful fttuation of life, one would not expect 
Mr. Eufden mould have any enemies, either of 
the literary, or any other fort. But we $nd he has 
liad many, amongft whom Mr. Pope is the moft 
.VftiMlV.N'.if.' K formidable 
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formidable both in power and keennefs. In his 
D unci ad, Book I. Line 101. where he reprefents 
Dulnefs taking a view of her fons, he fays 

She faw old Pryn, In reliefs Daniel fhine, 
And Eufden eke out Blackmore's endlefs line. . 

Mr. Oldmixon likewife in his Art of Logic and 
Rhetoric, page 413, affirms, ' That of all the 
' Galimatias he ever met with, none comes up to 
' fome verfes of this poet, which have as much of 
' the ridiculum and the fuftian in them, as can well 

* be jumbled together, and are of that fort of nonr- 

* fenfe, which fo perfectly confounds all ideas, that 

* there is no diftindt one left in the mind. Fur- 

* ther he fays of him, that he hath prophefy'd his 

* own poetry (hall be fweeter than Catullus, Ovid 
' and Tibullus ; but we have little hope of the ac- 

* complifhment of it from what he hath lately 
' publifhed.' Upon which Mr. Oldmixon has not 
fpared a reflexion, that *he -placing the laurel 
cm the head of one who wrote fuch verfes, will 
give poflerity a very lively idea of the juftice and 
judgment of thofe who bellowed it. 

Mr. Oldmixon no doubt by this reflexion infinu- 
ates, that the laurel would have better become 
his own brows than Eufden's ; but it would per r 
haps have been more decent for him to ac T 
quiefce in the opinion of the duke of Buckingr 
ham (Sheffield) who in his Seflion of. the Poets 
thus mentions Eufden. 

— In rufti'd Eufden, and cry'd, who fhall. have it, 
Bat I the true Laureat to whom the king gave it ? 

* Apollo begg'd pardon, and granted his claim, , 

. But vow'd that till then, he ne'er heard of his 
name. 

.The 
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The truth is, Mr. Eufden wrote an Epithalamium 
on the marriage of his grace the duke of New* 
cattle, to the right honourable the lady Henrietta 
Godolphin ; ' which was confidered as fo great a 
compliment by the duke, that in gratitude for it, 
he preferred him to the laureL Nor can I at pre- 
fent fee how he could have made a better choice : 
We fhall have occafion to find, as- we enumerate his 
writings, that he was no inconfiderable verfifier, and 
though rJerhaps he had not the brighteft parts ; yet 
as we hear of no moral blemifh imputed to him, 
and as he was dignified with holy-orders, his 
grace a&ed a very generous part, in providing for a 
man who had conferred an obligation on him. 
The firft rate poets were either of principles very 
different from the government, or thought them- 
felves toodiftihguifhed to undergo the * drudgery 
of an annual Ode ; and in this cafe Eufden feems 
to have had as fair a claim as another, at leafl: a 
better than his antagonift Oldmixon. He fucceeded 
indeed a much greater poet than himfelf, the inge- 
nious Mr. Rowe, which might perhaps draw fome 
ridicule upon him. 

Mr. Cooke, in his. Battle of the Poetsj fpeaks 
thus of our author. 

Eufden, a Iaurel'd bard, by fortune rais'd 
By very few. was read, by fewer prais'd. 

A- fkte which 1 fome critics are of opinion muft 
befall the very poet himfelf, who is thus fo ready 
to expofe his brother.' 

The chief of our author's poetical writings are 
thefe, 

To the lord Hallifax, occafioned by the tranflat- 
ing into Latin his lordfhip's Poem on the Battle of 
the Boyne. * * 

K % On 
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On t^e duke of Marlborough's victory at Oude- 
nard. 

A Letter to Mr. Addifon. 

On the king's acceifion to the throne. 

To the reverend doflbor Bentley, on die opening 
of Trinity -College Chapel, Canjbridge. 

On a Lady, who is the molt beautiful and witty 
when ihe is <angry« 

This poem begins with thcfe lines. 

Long had I known the loft, inchanting wiles, 
Which Cupid -pra&iied in Aurelia's (miles. 
'Tjll by degrees, like the fanVd Asian taught, 
Safely I drank the fweet, tho' pois'nous draught. 
Love vex!d.toiee his favours vainjy Ihown, 
The peevHh Urchin murthercd with a frown. 

Verfes at eke laA public commencement at Cam* 
bridge, fooken by tne author. 

The Court of Venus, from Claudian. 

The Speech of Pluto to Proserpine. 

Hero and Leander, tranflated from the Greek of 
MufaeBs. 

This Piece begins thus, 

Sing Mafe, the comfcious torch, whofe mighty 



(The (hining fignal of -a brighter dame) 
Thro 9 trackTefc waves, the bold Leander tod, 
To tafte the dang'roos joys of Hero's bed : 
Sing the ftol'n bfifs, in gloomy ihades concealed, 
And never to the blulhing morn revealed. 

A Poem on the Marriage of his grace the duke 
Of Newoaftle to «the right honourable Henrieun 
Godolphin, which procured him, lis we have ob- 
served already, the place of laureat. 

The 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Mr. LAWRENCE EUSDEN. 197 

The lord Rofcommon's Eflay on tranflated verfe*. 
tendered intoXatin. 

An Epiftle to Sir Robert Walpole; 

Three Poems ; I. On the death of the late king;: 
II. On the Acceffion o£ his present majpfty. III. 
Ob the Queen. 

On the arrival of Prince Frederic. 

The origin of the Knights of the Bath,, ihfcribed 
to the Duke of Cumberland. 

An Ode for the Birth-Day,, in Latin and EogliOv 
printed at Cambridge. 

He died at his rectory at Concfry u^LifiCQln/hir^ 
the *7th of September, 1739, 
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The Revd. Mr .Lawrence Eachard. 

THIS Gentleman, who has been more dif- 
tingttifhed as an hiftorian than a poet, was the 
fon of a clergyman, who by the death of his elder 
brother, became matter of a good eftatein Suffolk. 

He received his education at the univerfity- of 
Cambridge, entered into ho f y-order8, and was pre-, 
fented to the living of Welton and Elkington in 
Lincolnftiire, where he fpent above twenty years of 
his life ; and acquired a name by his writings, es- 
pecially the Hiftory of England. This hiftory was 
attacked by Dr. Edmund Calamy, in a letter ta 
the author ; in which, according to the Dr. the true 
principles of the Revolution, the Whigs and the 
Diffenters are vindicated ; and many perfons of 
diftin&ion cleared from Mr. Eachard's afperfions. 

Mr. John Oldmixon, who was of very oppofite 
principles to Eachard, ieverely animadverted 
upon him in his Critical Hiftory of Eng- 
land, during the reigns of the Stuarts ; but as Old- 
mixon was a hireling, and a man ftrongly biaffed 
by party prejudices, little credit is due to his tef- 
timony: Which is moreover accompanied with a 
perpetual torrent of abufe. Mr. Eachard's ge- 
neral Eccleflaftical Hiftory, from the nativity of 
Chrift to the firft eftablifhment of Chriftianity by 
human laws, under the emperor Conftantine the 
Great, has been much efteemed. 

Our 
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Our author was in the year 1712 inftalled 
archdeacon of Stowe , and prebend of Lin- 
coln. He publiftied a tranflation of Terence* 1 s» 
Comedies, tranflated by hiiiifelf and others ; t?ut 
all revifed and corrected by him and Sir Roger 
L'Eftrange : To which is prefixed the life ofT.erencc 
Befides thefe, Mr. Eachard has tranflated three Co-, 
medies from Plautus, vi&. . . 

AMPHITRYON. 

EPIDICUS. 
R U D E N S. 

With critical remarks upon each play. To which 
he has prefixed a judicious parallel between Terence 
and Plautus ; and for a clearer decifion of the point, 
that Terence was the more polite writer of Comedy, 
he produces the firft aft of Plautus's .Aulularia, and 
the firft aft of his Miles Gloriofus, againft the third 
aft of Terence's Eunuch. It ought to be obferved 
(fays Mr. Eachard) * That Pkutus was fomewhac 
r poor, and made It his principal aim to pleafe, and 

* tickle the common people j and fince they were 

* almoft always delighted with fomething new, 
' ftrange, and unufual, the better to humour them, 
€ he was not only frequently extravagant in his ex- 
' preflions, but likewife in his characters too, and 
r drew them often more vicious, more covetous, 
' and more foolifh than they really were, and this 
' fo fet the people a gazing and wondering. With. 

* thefe fort of characters many of our modern 
4 Comedies abound, which make's them too much 
' degenerate into farce, which feldom fails of plea- 
f fing the mob/ 

Mr. Eachard has, injuftice to L Mr, Drydcn, given 

us fome inftances of his improvement of Amphi- 

K 4 try on „ 
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try on, and concludes them with this juft remark fo 
compliment to our nation ; * We find that many 
* fine things of the antients, are like feeds*, that 
? when planted: on Fnglifh. ground, by a" poet's flril- 
1 ful hand, thrive wd produce excellent Fruit.' 



Thefe three plays are jrintedin a pocket-volume^ 
dicated to Sir Charles Sedley ; to which is prc- 
ed a> recommendatory copy of vcrfes, by Mr. 
»te» 

Mr. Eachard died in the year 17JO. 
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Mr. John Oldmixon 

WA S defcended from the antient family of the: 
Oldmixons, of Oldmixon. near Bndgewater 
in Somcrfetffrire *. We have no account of the* 
education of this gentleman, nor the year in which 
he was born. The firft production we meet withof 
his was Amyntas, a paftoral, afted at the, Theatre- 
Royal, taken from the Amynta of Taflb. The 
preface informs us, that it met with but ill fuccefs, 
for paftoral, though never fo well written* is not fit 
for a long entertainment on the Englim Theatre : 
Bat the original pleafed in Italy, where the perform- 
ance of the muncal compofer is generally more re* 
gafded than that of the poet. The Prologue wat 
written by Mr* Dennis. 

• See Jacob's Lives of the Poets* p. ioj« 

Mri 
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Mr. OWmbfonV next piece was entitled the Grave,, 
or Love's Paradrfe; an Opera reprefented at the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, 1700. In the pre- 
face, the author acquaints the. critics,. « That this 

* play is neither translation, nor parody ; that the 
"*■ ftory is intirely new ; that 'twas at firffc intended 

* for a paftoral, tho* in the threa lafl afts the dig- 

* nity of the charadter raifed. it into the form of a 

* tragedy.' The fcene a Province of Italy, near 
the Gulph of Venicr. The Epilogue was written 
by Mr. Farquhar. 

Oar author's next dramatic piece is entitled $ 
The Governor of Cyprus, a Tragedy, aded at the 
Theatre-Royal in Lincoln's-ImvFields, dedicated, 
to her grace the duchefs of Bolton. 

Mr. Oldmixon, in a Profe Effay on Criticifnv 
nnjuftly cenfures Mr. AddHbn, whom alfo, irv 
his imitation of Bouhour's Arts of Logic- 
and Rhetoric, he mifreprefents in plain matter . 
of fad : For in page 45 he cites the Spectator, as 
abufing Dr. Swift by name, where there is not the 
leaft hint of it ; and in page 304 is fo injurious as- 
to fuggett, that Mr. Addifon hirafelfi wrote that; 
Tatler, Numb. XLIII. which fays o£ hi* owiv 
fbnile, ' That it is as gceat as ever entered into the: 
4 mind of man.' Thisfimile is in Addifoa?s poem,. 
entitled the Campaign. Where,, fays the author of 
the Letter, « The fimile-of a mmiftering Angel,, 
*• fets forth the moft iedate, and die moft a&ive- 
'• courage, engaged in an uproar of nature, a con- 
*• fufion of elements, and a^f cent of divine venge- 
*ance.* "* 

'Twas then great Matitwo's. mighty foul was* 

prov'd, 
That, in the mock of charging hofts unmov'd, 
AmiAft conf ufion, horror, anddefpair, 
l*ami&'4 all the dreadful fcenes of war u 
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In peaceful thought, the field of death furvey'o! 
To fainting fquadrons fe.nt the timely aid, . x 
Infpir'd repuls'd battalions to .engage, - 
And taught the doubtful battle where to rage. 
So when an Angel by divine command, 
With rifing tempefts fhakes a guilty land, 
Such as of late, o'er pale Britannia paft, 
Calm and ferene,. he drives the furious blaft, ' 
And, pleas'd th' Almighty's orders to perform, 
Rides in the whirlwind, and diredts the ftorm. 

That this Jetter could not be written by Mr. Ad- 
difon, there is all the evidence the nature of the 
thing will admit, to believe; for firfr, Sir. Richard 
Steele avow'd it to be his, and in the next place,, it 
is not probable that Mr. Addifon himfelf had fo 
high an opinion of this fimile, as to call it as . great 
as ever entered into the thought of man ; for it 
has in reality no uncommon greatnefs in it. .The 
image occurs a thoufand times in the book of Pfalms ; 
fo that it has not novelty to recommend it, and the 
manner of its being exprefled, is no way extraordi- 
nary. The high terms in which it is celebrated, is 
the language of friendfhip, not of judgment. It is 
very probable Sir Richard Steele, warm'd with a fa- 
vourite fubjeft, and zealous for the- fame of Addifon, 
might exprefs himfelf thus hyperbolically concerning 
it ; but Mr. Addifon was too judicious a critic, to think 
or fpeak of it in thefe terms, and was befides too cau- 
tious to run the rifle of doing it himfelf in fo public a 
. manner. In a word, Mr. Oldmixon was an en- 
vious man, and we have feert with how little, ground 
of refentment he raikd againft Eufden, becaufe that 
gentleman wa& piperred to the Laurel'. 
• Mr. Oldmixojrfoined the general cry of the under- 
ling writers a^onil Mr. Pope; and wrote many let- 
ters in the Flying Poft, with an intention to reduce 
his reputation, with as little fuccefs as his other 

antagonilh 
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antagonists had done. In his profe Eflay on Critj- 
cifm, and in the Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, he 
.frequently reflects on Pope, for which he has re- 
ceived a place in his Dunciad. 

When that eminent fatyrift in his fecond Book, 
line 270, reprefents the Dunces diving for the Prize 
of Dulnefs, he in a particular manner dignifies Old- 
mixon, for he makes him climb a lighter, that by 
leaping from it, he may fink the deeper in thi 
mud* r 

In naked majefty Oldmixon ftands, 
And, Milolike, furveys his arms and hands, 
Then fighing thus : * And am I now three fcore ? 
* Ah why, ye Gods ! mould two and two make 
; ' four I 

He faid and climb'd a ftranded lighter's height, 
Shot to the black abyfs, and plung'd down-right. 
The Senior's judgment all the crowd admire, 
Who but to fink the deeper, rofe the higher. 

Mr. Oldmixon wrote a hiftory of the. Stuarts in 
folio, and a Critical Hiftory of England, in two 
volumes ottavo. The former of thefe pieces 
was undertaken to blacken the family of the 
Stuarts. The mod impartial writers and candid 
critics, on both fides, have held this work in con- 
tempt, for in every page there breathes a malevolent 
fpirit, a difpofition to rail and calumniate : So far 
from obferving that neutrality and difpaffionate even- 
nefs of temper, which fhould be carefully attended 
to by every hiftorian, he fuffers himfelf to be tran- 
fported with anger : He reviles, wrefls particular 
paffages, and trequently draws forced conclufions. 
A hiftory written in this fpirit has no great claim, 
to a reader's faith. The reigns of the Stuarts 
in England were no doubt chequer 'd with many 
evils; and yet it is certainly true, that a man 
K 6 * wha 
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who can fit deliberately down to fearch for errors 
only, m«ft have a (trong propenfion to calumny,. 
or at lead take delight in triumphing over the weak- 
nefs of his fellow creatures, which is furely no in- 
dication of a good heart. 

Mr. Oldmixon, being employed by bifhop Kenneth 
in publifhing the Hiftorians in his collection, he~ 
perverted Daniel's Chronicle in humberlefs places. 
Yet this very man, in the preface to the nrft of 
thefe, advanced a particular fad, to charge three 
eminent perfons of interpolating the lord Clarendon's 
H ftoiy ; which fe& has been difproved by the:: 
bifhop of Rochefter, Dr. Atterbury, then the only^ 
furvivor of them ; and the particular part be pretend- 
ed to be fallified produced iince, after almoft ninety- 
years, in that noble author's own hand. 

He was all his life a. vii^lent Party- Writer, and 
received his reward in a fmall poft in the revenue at 
Liverpool, where he died in an advanced age, 
but in what year v*t cannot learn. 

Mr. Oldnrxon, befides the works we have 
mentioned, was author of a volume of Poems, pub? 
tiihed in 1714. 

The Life of Arthur Maynwaring, Eiq; prefixed 
to the works of that author, by (At. Oldroixon. 

England's Hiftorical Epiftles (Drayton's revived.) 

The Life of queen Anne. 




Leonard 



y Google 



LEONARD WELSTED, Efq; *a©$ 



$8»$:M®S$$i 



Leonard Welstei*, E% 

^T^HIS gentleman was defcenfcd from a very/ 
X good family in Leicefterfhire, and received*? 
the rudiments of his education in Wefhniniter 
fchool. , We are informed by major Cleland, author- 
of a Panegyric on Mr. Pope, prefixed to the Danciad,, 
that he was a member of both thfc ttniverfities. 

In apiece laid to havebefen written by Mr. Wtt~ 
fted, called The Character* of the Times, print- 
ed in 8vo. 1728, he ^ives this account of himfelf; 
' Mr. Welfted had in- his youth raifed fo great: 
' expectations of his future genius, that there was 
4 * a kind of ftruggte between the two univerfities, 

• which would have the honour of his educa- 
u tion ; to compound this,, he civilly became 
' a member, of both, and after having pafled 

• fome time at the one, he removed to the 
' other. From thence he returned to town^ 

• where he became the darling expectation of all 

< the polite .writers, whofe encouragement he ac- 
' kitowledged in hk occafional poems, in a man* 

< ner that will make no fmall part of the fame 
«• of his protestors. It alfo appears from his 

• works, that he was happy in the patronage of 

• themoft Uluftrious characters of the prefentage. 
*• Encouraged by fuch a combination in his fa* 
4 vour, he pubMhed a book of poems, fome in 
f the Ovidian, fome in. the Hotttian manner, in 

! botk 
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* both which the moft exquifite judges pronounced* 
' he even rivalled his mailers. . His love verfes 

* have refcued that way of writing from contempt. 
-* In his tranflations he has given us the very 
' foul and fpirit of his author. His Odes; his 

* Epiftles ; his Verfes ; his Love-Tales ; all are 7 

* the moft perfect things in all poetry.' 

If this reprefentation of our author's abilities 
were juft, it would feem no wonder, if the 
two univerfities ihould (hive with each other 
for the honour of his education, but it is cer r 
.tain the world have not coincided with, this 
opinion 'of Mr. Welfted; who, by the way, can 
. hardly ,be thought the author of fuch an extrava- - 
gantielf- approbation, unlefs it be an irony, which 
does not feem improbable. 

'* Our author, however, does hot appear to have 
been a mean poet -, he had certainly from 
"nature an exceeding fine genius, but after he 
came to town he Decame a votary to pleafure, 
and the applaufes of his friends, which taught 
him to overvalue, his # talents, perhaps flackened 
his diligence, and by making him truft Iblely to na- 
ture, flight the affiftance of art'. 

In the year 171 8 he wrote the Triumvirate, or 
a Letter in Verfe from Palemon to Celfa from 
Bath, which was meant as a fatire againft Mr. 
Pope. He. wrote feveral other occafional pieces 
againft this gentleman, who, in recompence of his 
enmity, has mentioned him twice in his Dunciad. 
Tn boolc ii. 1. 200. where he repiefents the poets 
"flattening their patrons with the fulfome ftrains of 
panegyric, in order to procure from them that 
which they very much wanted, viz. money, he 
fhews Welfted as unfuccefsful. 

But Welfted moft the poet's healing balm, 
Strives to extract from his left giviug palm ; 
Unlucky Welfted ! thy unfeeling maftcr, 
The more thou tickleft, gripes his fid the fafter. 

Mr. 
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- Mr. WelftCfl was l&ewife ehara&erifed; [in the 
- TJreatife of the Art of Sinking, as .a.Didapper, and 
after as an Eel. He was lilgewife described under 
the character of another -animal, a Mole* by the au- 
thpr^of the following fimjle, which, was handed 
about at the fame time. . % ; 

. ■ t • DearWeJfted, marjrin dirty hole 
That painful anjijial a. Mok.r > 
Abqve ? ground never Jjjpra to go r ; 
What mighty 4lir it kee^ps below I " • . 
To make a molehill all. this ftrife ! 
It digs, pokes, underlines for life* 
How proud a little dirt to fpread I 
Confcious of nothing o'er its head, 
'Till.lab'ring on, fqr want,of eyes,. T ■ - 
It blunders into ligh t ■ and dies. 

But mentioning him once was not enough for Mr. 
Pope. He is again celebrated in the third book, 
in that famous Parody upon Denham's Cooper's 
Bill, . -■•;... 

(!) could I flow like thee, and make thy ftream 
- '. My gWt example, as it is. my < theme ; { ; 
Tho* deep, yet clear; tho' gentle* yet not dull; 
Strong without rage ; without o'er flowing fail. 
i J. .... ..» Denhain, 

Which Mr. Pope has thus parodied ; 

\ t >4 Flow Welfted, ^flpw ; like thine infpirer, beer, 
Tno' ftale, not ripe ; tho' thin, yet. never clear; 
So fweetly mawkifh, and fo fmoothly dull ; 

f Heady, not ftrong ; and foaming, tho' not fall. 

How far Mr. Pope's infinuation is true, that Mr. 
Welfted owed his infpiraliqn to beer, they who 

read 
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read his works may determine for themfcfves* 
Poets who write fatire often ftrain hard for 
ridiculous ciicnmftances, in order to expofe their 
antagonists* and k wilJ be no violence to truth to* 
fay, that in feaxchof ridicule,, candour is fre- 
quently loft. 

In the. year 1726 Mr. Wetted brought upon the* 
ftage a comedy called The Diffracted Wanton, 
or My Son get Money. He met with the 
patronage o£ the duke of Neweaftle, wno was ai 
great encourage? of joMte learning ; and we find* 
that our author had a very competent place in theu 
Ordnance-Office. 

His poetical works are chiefly thefe> 

The Duke of Marlborough's. Arrival, a Poem * 
printed in fol. 1=709, inferibed to the Right Hon.. 
the Earl of Dorfet and Middlefcx. 

A Poem to the Memory of Mr. Philips, in- 
feribed to Lord Bolingbroke, printed in fol. 1710.. 

A Difconrfe to the Right Hon. Sir Robert Wal-- 
pole; to which is annexed Prepefals for Tranflat- 
iBg the whole Works of ^Horace, with a Speci- 
men of the Performance, viz. Lib. Ift. Ode i, 3^ 
$ and 22, printed in 410. 1727. 

An Ode to the Hon. Major General Wade, om 
Qoaanoft of his difarmirjg the Highlands, imi* 
tated from Horace. 

To the Earl of Clare, on his being treated Duke- 
of Newcaftle. An Ode on the Birth-Day of his. 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales! To the: 
trincefsy a Poem. Amiutor and the Nightingale,, 

, aSont 
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a- Song. Thefe four were* printed together in 
1 716. 

Of Falfe Fame, an EpiUle to the Rigfit H6n* 
die Earl of Pembroke, 8vo* 1732* 

A Letter to his Grace the Duke of Chandois* 

To the Duke of Buckingham, oh his Effay 00 
Poetry. 

Several fmall pieces in the Free Thinker. 

Epiftles, Odes, &c. written on feveral Subjects ^ 
with a DiiTertation concerning the Perfection of the 
Engliih Language. 

Mr. Welfted ha* tra&fiatfcd Loftgino&'s Treatife 
©a die Sublime. 




Jam** 
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James More Smyth, Efq; 

THIS geftleman was fon of Arthur More r 
efq; one of the lords com mifli oners of trade, 
in the reign of Queen Anne ; his mother was the 
^daughter of Mr. Smyth, a man of confiderable 
fortune, who left this his grandfon a handfome 
eftate, on which account he obtained an Act of 
Parliament to change his name to Smyth, 

Our author received his education at Oxford, 
and while he remained at the univerfity he wrote 
a comedy called The Rival Modes, his only dra- 
matic performance. This play was condemned in 
the reprefentatfon, but he printed it in 1 727, with- 
the following motto, which the author of the Note* 
to the Dunciacj, by way of irony, calls modeft. 

Hie cqeflus, artemque repono. 

Upon the death of our author's grandfather, he* 
enjoyed the place of pay matter to the band of 
gentiemen-peniioners, in conjunction with his 
younger brother, Arthur More ; of |his place 
his mother procured the reverfion from his late- 
Majefty during his father's, lifetime. Being a 
man of a gay difpofltion, he infinuated himfelf 
into the favour of his grace the duke of Whaiton, 
and being, like him, deftitute of prudence, hfr 
joined with that volatile great man in writing a 
fwpex -called the Inquifitor, which breathed fo 
much the fpjrit of Jacobitifm, that the publiflier 

thought 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



J. MORE SMYTH, Efq; 211 

thought proper to facrince- hisr profit to his fafe- 
ty, and difcontinue it. 

By ufing too much freedom with the character 
of Pope, he provoked that gentleman, who with 
great fpirit ftigmatized him in his Dunciad. In 
his fecond book Mr. Pope places before the eyes. 
of the dances the phantom of a poet. He feems 
willing to give fome account of the poffibility of 
dulnets making a wit, which can be done no 
otherwife than by chance. The lines which have 
relation to Mr. More are fo elegantly fatyric, 
that it probably will not difpleafe our readers to 
find them inferted here. 

A poet's form (he placM before their eyes, 
And bad the nimbleft racer feize the prizes * 
No meagre mufe-rid mope, aduft and thm, 
In a dun night-gown of his own loofe fkin, 
But fuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raife, 
Twelve ftaiVling bards of thefe degenerate 

days. 

All as a partridge plump,. fulii-fed, antl fair; * 
She forhVd this image of well-bodied.air, 
With pert, flat eyes, ihe window'd well its 

head, 
A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead, 
And empty words ihe gave, and founding 

• (train, -.».--. 

But fenfelefs, lifelefs !. idol void and vain ! . 
Never was, dafh'd out -at one lucky hit, ; ' . 
A fool fo. juft a copy of a wit > 
So like, that critics, faid, and courtiers fwore, 
A wit it was, and call'd the phantom More.' 

Though thefe. lines of Pope are fufficiently Sa- 
tirical, yet it tfeems they .veny little ;afn&ed Mr/ 
More/.- A gentleman intimately .acquava ted with* 
him informs u«,f that ' he' » ka& ; heard Mr. More 
feveral times repeat thofe lines, without difcover- 

ing 
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ing any chagrin ; and he iifcd to oMkrve, tBat fie 
was now fecure of being tranfinkted to pofterity : 
an honour which,, fays he* £ could never have 
arrived at, bat by Pope V meant. The caufe of the 
quarrel between this gentleman and* tfcat great, 
poet feems to have keen this. 
x In a letter publiwedin the Daily Journal March. 
*8, 1728, written by Mr. More, he has the fol- 
lowing words, * Upon leading the third volume of 

* Pope's Mifcellanies, I found five lines which I 
4 thought excellent,, and happening to praifethenv 
•* a gentleman produced a modern comedy, the 

* Rival Modes, published laft year, where were: 
4 the fame verfes to a tittle. Thefe gentlemen 

* are undoubtedly the firft plagiaries that pretend* 
4 to make a reputation, by (baling from a man's 

* works in his own life-time, and out of a public 
4 print*' But it is apparent from the notes to the* 
Dnnciad* that Mr. More himfelf borrowed the lines 
from Pope.; for in a letter dated January 27, 1.726, 
addrefled to Mr.Pope, he obferves, * That thefe verfe* 

* which he had before given him leave to infert in 

* tfee Rival Modes, would be known for his, foma 
< copies being got abroad. He defires, neverthe,- 

* leis, that fince the lines in his comedy have been: 
4 read to feverai, Mr. Pope would not deprive it 
« of them/ 

As a proof of this circumftance, tihe teftimony 
of lord iolingbroke is adduced, and the lady of 
Hugh Bethel, efqj to whom the verfes were ori- 
illy addrefled, who knew them to be Mr. 
e's long before the Rival Modes was compofed. 
inr autta further charges Mr. Pope with being., 
an enemy to the church and ftate. * The Me- 

* moirs of a Partfh Clerk, lays he, was a very 

* dull, and unjuft abufe of the bifliop of Sarunv 
4 (who wrote in defence of our religion and confti- 
i totkm) who has beta dead many yean/ * TwV 
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* alfo, continues the author of the Notes to the 

* Dunciad, is Ubewlfe untrue, it being known to 

* divers, that thefe Memoirs were written at the 

* feat of the lord Harcourt in Oxfordshire, before 
' the death of bifhop Burnet, and many years be- 

* fore the appearance of that hiftory, of which 
' they are pretended to be an abufe. Moft true 
' it is that M«r. More had fitch a deilgn, and 

* was himfelf the man who prefled Dr. Arbuth- 

* not, and Mr. Pope to alfift him therein; and 

* that he borrowed thofe Memoirs of the latter, 
4 when that hiftory came forth, with intent to 
f turn them to f*ch abufe i but being able to ob- 

* tain from Pope bat one fingle hint, and either 

* changing his mind, or having more mind than a* 

* bitity, he contented himfelf to keep the Add 

* Memoirs, and read them as his own to all his 

* acquaintance. A noble perfon there is, into 

* whofe- company Pope once chanced to' introduce 
4 him* who well remembered the converfation of 

* Mr. More to have turned upon die contempt 

* he had for that reverend prelate, and how full 

* he was of a defign he declared himfelf to have 
4 of ctxnofing him ; this noble perfon is the earl of 

* Peterborough/ 

Thus Mr. Pope was obliged to reprefent this gen* 
tleman as a plagiary, or to pais for one himfelf. 
His cafe indeed, as the author of the notes to the 
Donciad obferves, was like that of a man who, 
As he was fitting in company, perceived <his next 
neighbour had-ftolen his handkerchief. * §ir, faid 

* the thief, finding himfelf detected, do not expofe 

* me> I did it for mere want ; be fo good but to 
*■ take it privately out of my pocket again, and 

* fay nothing/ The honeft man did fo, but the 

* other cried out, See, gentlemen! what a thief 

* we have 'among - us ! look, he is Aealing my 
r handkerchief.' 

The 
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The plagiarifm of this perfongave occafion to 
the following epigram j 

More always fmiles whenever he recites ; • 

He fmiles (you think) approving what he writes-; 
And yet in this no vanity is mown ; 
A modeft man may like- what's not his own. - ; . * 

.... * 

The fmaller pieces which we have heard, atfriw 
buted to this author, are, ,An Epigram on the 
^Bridge at Blenheim, by. Dr. Evans j Cofmelia, .by 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Jqnes, &c._ The Saw-Pit, a Simile, 
by a Friend; and fome. unowned Letters, Adyen- 
tjfements, and Epigrams againft Mr; -Pope . in the 
Daily Journal. , He died in the year 1*734, anc * as 
he wrote- but ope comedy unfuccefs fully, and no 
other t pieces of his meeting with any applaufe; 
the reader will probably, look upon him as a man of 
little genius j )ie had a power however of rendering 
his converfation ^gr^eable by a facetious an-d gentle- 
manlike manner, without any, of the flifYnefs of 
thefcholar, or tfceufual, petulance; of a poet. He 
ahways lived in affluent cir<jurnftance«, and by 
mixing with genteel company, his habit of ele-* 
gance was never loft, a fate which too frequent- 
ly happens to thofe,'. who> .. nQtwitfcftandiing the 
brighteft parts, ;are excluded the circle, of polite-* 
nefs by jhe oppreffious ©f poverty. : In this light 
Mr, v Pope mull have confidered h,JAV or he; who 
wa? one of the politeft men of the age,, as wejl 
as the greateft poet, would never have intro-r 
duced him to the earl of Peterborough. It 
does not appear that Mr. More had parts otherwife* 
fuificient to entitle him to the notice of Pope, and 
therefore he muft have cpn£dered. him only as* 
a gentleman. Had he poffefled as, much pru- 
dence, as politenefs, he would, have avoided by all* 

" "■ ' \ mean» 
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means incurring the difpleafure ©f Pope, who, as 
he was the warmed friend, was likewife a very 
powerful and implacable enemy. In this contro- 
verfy, however, it is evident enough that Mr. 
Moore was the aggrelTor, and it is likewife certain 
.that his puniftiment has been equal to his offence. 

He died October 18, 1734, at Whifter, near 
Ifleworth in Middlefex, for which county he was a 
juftice of peace* 
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Mr. John D enn is. \ 

THIS celebrated crific was born in Lon* 
don in the year 1657, his father being a 
Sadler, and an eminent citizen *. .-*••* 

He received his -early* education at Harrow on 
the. Hill, under the pious and learned Dr. William! 
Horn* having for . his fchoolfellows many young 
noblemen, . who afterwards * made a confiderable 
figure in the ftate. 1 He removed from Harrow to 
Caius College in Cambridge, where he was ad- 
mitted January 13, 167c, in the 18th year of his 
age. In due time Mr. Dennis took the degree of 
bachelor of arts, and after quitting the univerfi- 
ty he indulged a paffion which he had entertain- 
ed for travelling, and fet out for France and 

* Jacob's Lives of the Poets. 

Italy? 
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taly. In die courfe of his travels he, no doubt, 
made fuch observations upon the government and 
jgenius of the people whom he vinted, as enabled 
.him to make a juft comparifon between foreign 
itates and his own country. In all probability, 
while he was in Franoe and Italy, he conceived 
an abhorrence of defpodc government, the ef- 
ie&s of which he then had an opportunity more 
intimately todifcern; for he returned home ftill 
wore confirmed in Whig principles, by ..which his 
political condudfc was ever governed. 

Oux author in his early years became acquaint- 
ed with fome of the brighteft geniufes which 
then illuminated the regions of wit, fuch as Dry- 
den, Wycherty, Congreve, and Southern. Their 
converfation was in itfelf fuificient to divert his 
mind from the acquifition of any profitable art, 
or the exercife of any profeflion. He ranked him- 
felf amongft the wits, and from that moment held 
♦every attainment in contempt, except what relat- 
<ed to poetry, and tafte. 

Mr. Dennis, by the inftances of zeal which he 

five for the Proteftant fucceffion in the reign of 
ing William, and Queen Anne, obtained the pa- 
tronage of the duke of Marlborough, who pro* 
cured him the place of one of the Queen's wait* 
«rs in the Cuftom-houfe, worth 120 1. per annum, 
which Mr. Dennis held for fix years. During the 
time he attended at the Cuftom-houfe, he fived 
io profufely, and managed his affairs with fo 
litde ^economy, that in order to difcharge fome 
preffing demands, he was obliged to difpofe 
of his place. When the earl of Hallifax, with 
whom he had the honour of being acquainted, 
heard of Mr. Dennis's defign, hefent for him, and 
in the moft friendly manner, expostulated with 
him upon the folly, and rafbnefs of difpofing of 
liis place, by which (fays his lordihip) you will 
toon become a beggar. Mr. Dennis reprefented 

his 
I 
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his exigences, and the preffing demands (hat were " 
tben made upon him : which did not however fa- 
tisfy his lordOiip, who infilled if he did- fell it, 
it fhould be with fome reverfion to himfeif for 
the fpace of forty years, a term which the earl 
had no notion Mr. Dennis could exceed. But he 
was miftaken in his calculation upon our poefs 
confutation, who out. lived the term of -forty yeats 
ftipulated when he fold his place, and fulfilled in 
a very advanced age, what his lordfhip had pro- 
phesied would befal him. This circumftance our 
author hints at in his dedication of his poem on 
the Battle of Ramellies, to lord Hall i fax, * I have 
« lately, fays he, had very great obligations to 
' your lordfhip, you have been pleafed to take 
* . fome care of my fortune, at a time when I moft 
' wanted it, and had the leaft reafon to <expe& it 
' >from you.' This poem on the Battle of Ramel- 
lies is a cold ttnfpirited performance j it has nei- 
ther fire, nor elevation, and is the true poetical 
filler of another poem of his, on the Battle of 
Blenheim, addrefled to Queen Anne, and for which 
the duke of Marlborough rewarded him, fays Mr. 
Coxeter, with a prefent of a hundred guineas. In 
thefe poems he has introduced a kind of machine- 
ry ; good and bad angels intereft themfelves in the 
a&km, and his hero, the duke tof Marlborough, 
enjoys a large {hare of the cceleftial protection. 

Mr. Dennis had once contracted a friendship * 
with Sir Richard Steele, whom he afterwards fe- 
verely attacked. Sir Richard had promifed that 
he would take fome opportunity of mentioning 
his works in public with advantage, and endea- 
vour to raife his reputatkfn. When Sir Richard 

• Which iriendfhip he ill repaid. Sir Richard once be- 
Same bail fpV Dennis, who hearing that Sir Richard was ar- 
retted on his account, cried out, « 'S death! Why did not he 
* keep out of the way, ai I did ? 

<Vqu IV. N?. 19, L engage! 
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«fig*gcd in a periodical paper, there was a fair 
occauon of doing it, and accordingly -in one of hi* 
Spectators he quotes the following couplet, which 
he is pleafed to call humorous, but which however 
is a translation from Boikau. 

One fool lolls his tongue out at another, 
And (hakes his empty noddle at his brother. 

The citation of this couplet Mr. Dennis imagin- 
ed, was rather meant to affront him, than pay a 
compliment to his genius, as be could difcover 
nothing excellent in the lines, and if there was, 
they being only a tranflatiou,in feme meafore abated 
the merit of them. Being fired with refenunjent 
at this affront, he immediately, in a fpirit of fury, 
wrote a. letter to the Spectator, in which he treat- 
ed him with very little ceremony, and informed 
him, that if he Had been fincere in paying a com-, 
pliment to him, he fhould have chofen a quotation 
from his poem on the Battle of Ramellies ; he 
then points out a particular paflage, of which he 
himfelf had a very high opinion, and which we 
(hall here infert as a fpecimen of that performance. 

A cceieffial fpyit vifits the duke of Marlborough 
the night before' the battle, and after he has faid 
feveral other things to him, goes ori thus, 

A wondrous victory attends thy arms, 
Great in -itfelf, and in its iequel vaft; 
Whofe ecchoing found thro' all the Weil ffiall 

run, 
Tranfporting the glad nations all around, 
Who oft, {hall doubt, and oft fufpend their joy, 
And oft imagine all an empty dream ; 
The conqueror himfelf {hall cry amaz'd, 
*Tis not our work, alas we dial it not ; 
The hand of God, the hand of God is here f 

For 
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JFbr thee, lb great (hall be thy high renown, 
That fame (hall think no mufic like thy naaie i 
Around the circling elobe it ihajl be fpread, 
And to the world's faft ages {hall endure* 
And the moft lofty* moft alp iring man, 
Shall want th' aflurancc in his fecret prayer* 
To ask fuch high felicity and fame, 
At Heav'n has freely granted thee ; yet th« 
That feems fo great, fo glorious to thee now, 
Would look how low-, hew vile to thy gre* 

mind, ^ 
If I could fct before th* afcmifli'd eyes, 
Th' excefs of elory, and th' excefs of blifs 
That is preparM for thy expiring foul, 
When thou arriv'ft at eveda&ng day*. 

The quotation by Mr. Dennis is longer, batw* 
are perraaded the reader will not be difpleafed 
that we do not take the trouble to tranfenbe the 
whole, as it does not improve, but rather grows 
more languid. How ftrangely are people deceiv- 
ed in their own productions ! In the language of 
&ncerity we cannot difcover a poetical conception, 
one ftriking image, or one animated tine in the a- 
bove, and yet Mr. Dennis ©bferves to Sir Richard 
Steele, that thefc are the lines, by quoting which* 
he would really hare done him honour. % 

But Mr. Dennis's refentment did not terminate 
. here ; he attempted to expofe a paper in the $pe&a* 
tor upon dramatic conduct, in which the author en-, 
deavours to (hew that a poet is not always obliged to 
diftribate poetical juftice on this very reafonable ac» 
count, that good and evil happen alike to all men 
on this fide the grave. To this proportion oar 
critic obje&s, * that it is not only a very falfe, but 

* a dangerous aflertion, that we neither know what 

* men really are, nor what they iuirer. Befidei, 

* fays he, let it be considered, that a man is a 
4 creature, who h created immortal, and a crea- 

L a * ture 
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* ture consequently that will find a compen£atfon _ 

* in futurity, for any Teeming inequality in his 

* -deftiny liere ; but the creatures of a poetical 
■* creator, are imaginary, and tranfitory ; they have 
' no longer .duration than the , reprefentation of 
•* their refpective fables, and confcquently if they 

* offend, they muft be punifhed during that repre- 

* fentation, and therefore we are vtry far from. 
** pretending, that poetical jjuftice is an equal re- 

* pre fentation x>f the juftice Of the Almighty.' In 
fupport of this opinion our critic produces the 
example of Euripides, and the belt poets amongft 
the ancients, who practifed it, and the authority 
of Ariftotle, who eftablifhed the r ule. But nature, 
or Shake fpear, which is another word for nature, 
is by no means in favour of this equal diflribu- 
tion. No character can be «reprefented in trage- 
dy aftblutely perfect, as' no fuch character ex-. 
ills; but a character which poifeffes more vir- 
tues than vices, may' be upon the whole amia- 
ble, and yet with the ilricteft propriety may be 
made the chief fufEerer in the drama. If any paf- 
fion ftrongly predominates in the heart of man, it 
will often expofe him to fiichfnares, entangle him 
in fuch difficulties, and opprefs him with fuch 
wants, that in the very nature of things, he muft 
fink under the complicated weight of mifery. 
This may happen to a character extremely ami- 
able, the pafiion which governs him may be termed 
unhappy, but not guilty, or if it thould partake 
the nature of guilt, fallible creatures cannot al- 
ways combat with fuccefs againft guilty paflion s. . 

The drama being an imitation of nature, the 
poet caufes a compofition of characters formed in , 
his imagination to be reprefented by players; thefe, 
characters charm* or difpleafc, not only for what 
they do ; during the reprefentation of the fable, 
tii t we love, or hate them for what they have 
dene before their appearance 4 and. we dread, or. 
' , warmly 
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warmly expeft the copfequences of their refolutt- 
©ns a'ter they depart the ftage. The illusion 
would not be Sufficiently ftrong, if we did not fup- 
pofe the dramatic perfons equally accountable to* 
the powers above us, a* we are ourfidves. This 
Shakefpear has taken care forcibly to imprefs upon* 
his aadience, in making the ghoft of the murthered 
kmg of Denmark, charge his fon not to touch his 
mother's Hfc, but leave her to heaven ; and th.2 re- 
flexions of her own confciencc to goad and iUng. 
, her. 

Mr. Dennis'* reasoning, upon- the whole amount* 
to this, that no perfect character mould fu.Ter in the 
drama; to- which it may be anfwered, that no per- 
fect character eyer did fuflfer in the drama ; becaufe 
no poet who draws from nature, ever introduced 
©ne, for this very good reafon, that there are none 
in exigence. 

Mr. Dennis, who was refllefs in attacking thofe 
writers, who met with fuccefs, levelled fome more 
criticifms again!! the* Spectators ; and amongf? the* 
reft endeavoured to expofe Mr. Addifon's Illuflra- 
tions of the Old Ballad, called Chevy Chace ; of 
which we (hall only fay, that he performed this taflc 
m re fuccefsfully than he executed his Animad- 
verfions upon Poetical Juftice. 

We have already taken notice of the warm at- 
tachment Mr. Dennis always had to the Whig- In- 
terest, and his particular zeal for the Hanoverian 
fucceflion. He wrote many letters and pamphlets,. 
for the adminiftration of the earl of Godolphin-, 
and the duke of Marlboro jgh, and never failel 
to lalh the French with all tile feverity natural to 
Win. 

When the peace (which the Whigs reckoned the 

mod inglorious that ever was made) was about to 

be ratified, Mr. Dennis, who certainly over-rated his 

importance, took it into his imagination, that when 

L 3 the 
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the terms of peace ihould be fiipulated, fo'me per* 
ions, who had been moft active againft the French^ 
would be demanded by that nation as hoftages* 
*nd he imagined hixa&lf of importance e- 
sough to be made choice of, but dreaded bis 
being given up to the French, as the greateft evil 
that could befall him Under the influence of this 
Jhongdeluiion, he actually waited on the duke of 
Marlborough, and begg'd his grace's interposition* 
that he, might not be facrificed to the French, for 
fays he, ' 1 have always been their enemy.' To 
this ftr^nge requeft, his grace very gravely replied, 

* Do not fear, Mr. Dennis, you ihsdl not be given 
1 up to the French -, I have been a greater enemy t» 

* i hem than you, and you fee I $m sot afraid of 

* being facrinced, nor am in the leaft disturbed.'' 
Mr. Dennis upon this retired, well fatjsfied with-hia 
grace's anfwer, but there flill remained upon his 
ipirits a dread of his becoming a prey to feme of 
the enemies of Great Britain. 

He foon after this retired into the country, to 
fpend foroe time at a friend's houfe. While he was 
walking; one day by the fea-iide, he few a fhip in 
full fail approaching towards the fhore, which hi* 
diftradted imagination 'dictated, was a French fhip 
fent to carry him off. He hurried . to *he gen* 
tleman's houfe with the utmoft precipitation, up- 
braided him with treachery, as being privy to the 
attempts of the French againft his life, and without 
ceremony quitted his houfe, and poited to London, 
as fcft as he could. 

Mr. Dennis, who never cared to be an unconcern- 
ed fpe&ator, when any bufinefs of a publk or im- 
portant nature was in agitation, entered the lifts 
with the celebrated Mr. Sacheverel, who in the 
year 1702 publHhed at Oxford apiece called the 
Political Union, the purport of which was to&ew, 
that the Church and the State are invariably con- 
ceded, and that the one cannot fubfift without the 

others 
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other. Mr. Dennis in anfwcr to this, In a letter to 
a member of parliament, with much zeal, force of 
argument, and lefs ferocity than ufual, endeavours 
to overthrow the proportion, and mew the danger 
of prieftcraft, both to religion and government. 
In this letter he very ienfibly obferves, < That 

* Since the very fpirit of the chriftian religion, is 

* the fpirit of onion and charity, it follows by con- 
' fequence, that a fpirit of diviuon, is a fpirit of 

* malice, and of the Devil. A true *fon of the 
' church, is he who appears nioft for union, who* 
4 breathes nothing but charity ; who neglects alL 

* worldly greatnefs to bear his matter's yoke ; and 
1 who has learned of him to be meek and lowly 
' of heart.' 

He mews that the moderate part of the Church o( 
England are the trueft church ; and that violent 
^arty whkh differ* from die moderate ought to be 
called. Diflehtcrs, becaufe they are at a greater dis- 
tance, from charity, which ts the characteriftic 
of a true church, than anv Diflentere. By which, 
aays he, ' It appears that Mr. Sacheverel has made 
a rod to whip himfelf, for if only the true Churck 
of England is to remain, and if the moderate part 
is the true church, the moA violent ought the leaH 
to be tolerated, becaufe they differ from charity ; 
and confequently are more ready to difturb the pub* 
lie peace." 

In 1 703. he published proposals for putt.'ng 
a fpeedy end to the war, by ruining the com- 
merce of the French and Spaniards, and fecuring 
our own without any additional exptnee to the na- 
tion. This was thought a very judicious, and well 
defigned plan. 

•In 1706 our author publimed an Effay oh the 

Italian Opera, in which, with an irrefiftable force, 

he (hews the extreme danger that a generous nation 

i txpofed to, by too much indulging eifcminate 

L. 4 mnfic, . 
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mufic. v In the preface lie quotes a paflage fiom 
Boileau, in which that fatirift expreffes himfelf wkh 
much feyerity againft emafculating diverfions ; ai>d 
the Italian mufic in particular* 

He obferves, « That the modern Italians have 
the very fame fun and foil wkh the antient Romans, 
and yet are their manners directly oppofite. Their 
men are neither virtuous, wife, or valiant, and they 
who have reafon to know their women, never trull 
them out of their fight. 'Tis impoffible to give any 
reafon for fo great a difference between the antknt 
Romans, and the modern Italians, but only luxury ; 
and the reigning luxury of modern Italy, is that 
foft and effeminate mufic, which abounds in the 
Opera.' 

In this Eflay Mr. Dennis remarks, that en- 
tertainments entirely made up of mufic can ne- 
ver inftruft the mind, nor promote one excellent 
purpofe in human nature. ' Perhaps, fays he, 
' the pride and vanity that is in mankind, may 
' determine the generality to give into mufic, at the 
c expence of poetry. Men love to enjoy thehr 
' pleafures entirely, and not to have themTeftrained 

* by awe, or curbed by mortification. Now there 

* are but few judicious fpeclators at our dramatic 
4 reprefentations, fince none can be fo, but- who 
' with great endowments of nature have had a 
4 ver y generous education ; and the reft are fre~ 
' quently mortified, by pafGng foolilh judgments : 

* But in mufic the cafe is vaftly different ; to judge 

* of that requires only ufe, and a fine ear, which 

* the footman oft has a great deal finer than his 
4 mailer. In ihort, a man without common fenfe 

* may very well judge of what a man writes with- 

* out common fen(e, and without common fenfe 

* compofes.' He then inquires what the conse- 
quence will be if we banifh poetry, which is, that 
.tafte, poiitenefs* erudition and public fpirtjt will 
fall with it, and all for a.Soj>£. 

The 
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The dcclenfion of poetry in Greece and Rome 
was foon followed by that of liberty and emnire ; 
according to Rofcommon in his Effay onTranflated 
Verfe. 

True poets are the guardians of a ftate, 
And when they fail, portend approaching fate : 
For that which Rome to conqucft did inipire, 
Was not the Veftal, but the Mufes fire ; 
Heav'n joins the bleffings, no declining age 
E'er felt the raptures of poetic rage. 

In 1 7 11 Mr. Dennis publiftied an Effay upon* 
Public Spirit, being a facire in profe, upon the 
Manners and Luxury of the Times,, the chief: 
fources of our prefent Parties and Divifions. .This 
is one of the moil finiihed performances of our au- 
thor ; the intention is laudable, and the execution 
equal to the goodnefs of the. defigji. He begins 
the Effay, with a definition of the love of our 
country, {hews how much the phraie has been prof- 
tit u ted, and how feldom underftood, or prattifed. 
in its genuine fenfe. He then obferves how deftruc 
tive it is to indulge an imitation of foreign faihions ; 
that faihions are often followed by the manners of 
a people from, whom they are borrowed ; as iir 
the beginning of king Charles the lid's reign. 
After the general diftra&ion which was immedi- 
. ately consequent upon the Reftoration, lord Halifax- 
informs us, the people began to (hake off their 
flavery in point of drefs, and to be afhamed of their 
fcrvility in that particular ; ' and that they might 
' look the more, fays his lordihip, like a diftinft* 
' people, they threw off their faihions, and put on 
' veils : The French did not like this independence, 
4 this flight ihewn to their tafte, as they thought it 
* portended no good to their politics, confidering 
' that it is a natural introduction,, firft. to make, the* 
' world their affef, that they may afterwards make 
L j 4 them 
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* them their Saves. They fent over the duchefs oF 

* Portfmouth, who, betides many other cootminions,, 

* bore one to laugh us out ef our vefts, which fhe 
*• performed fo efFeftuaHy, that in a moment we 
4 were like fo many footmen, who had quitted their 
"'matters livery, we took it again, and returned to* 

* our old fervice. So that the very time of doing. 

* tn}* gave a very critical advantage to France* 
' free it looked like an evidence of returning to? 

* their jnterefb, as well as their fashions,' 

After giving this quotation from the marquis of 
Halifax, *he proceeds to inveigh again ft the various- 
kinds of luxury, in which people of fafhion indulge 
them&rves. 

He observes .that luxury has ift * particular man- 
ner been deftru&ive to the ladies : *• That artificial 
' dainties raiie in their conftitutions fierce ebulli- 

* tions,. and violent emotions, toe rude for the dc- 

* lkate texture of their fibres ; and for half the- 
4 year together, they neither take any air, nor 
' ufe any exercife to remove them. From hence 
' diitampers cf body and mind j from hence an in-.- 
"• finity of irregular defires, unlawful amours, in> 

* trigues, vapours, and whimfies, and all the nu- 

* merous, melancholy croud of deep hyfterical 
' fymptoms ; from hence it conies to oafs that the. 
*. fruit of their bodies lie in them like plants in 

* hot-beds ; from hence it proceeds that our Britifh 

* maids* who in the time of our Henrys, were not 
4 held marriageable till turned of twenty; are now 
V become falling ripe at twelve, and forced to pre- 
\ maturenefs, by the heat of adventitious fire. Noi 
'. has luxury only changed our natures, but tranf- 
' formed our fexes : We have men that are more 

* fort, more languid, and more paffive than women/ 
4 On the other fide we have women, who, as it* 

were 
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^ were in revenge, are mafculine in their defires > 
1 * and mafculine in their pra&ices.' 

tn a pretty advanced age Mr. Dennis, who thenr 
laboured under fevene neceflities, publifhed two 
volumes of Letters, by fubfeription, which arc 
by far thg moft entertaining part of his writ- 
ings. They have more fprightiinefs and force 
in them than, from reading his other works, we 
would be difpofed to imagine. They are addreffed 1 
to perfons diftinguiflied by their fortune, ge- 
nius, and exahed ilation ; the duke of Marlborough, 
the lord Lanfdowne, earl of Godolphih, earl of 
Halifax, Mr. Dry den, Mr. Prior, Me. Wycherley* 
Henry Cromwel, Efq; Walter Moyle, Efq; and 
Sir Richard Blackmore. He entitles them Letters,, 
Moral and Critical. The Critical are chiefly 
imployed upon Mr. Addifon's Cato, which he cen> 
fures in fome places with great juftice, and critical 
propriety : In other places he only dkcovers fpleen, 
and endeavoors to burlefque noble paflages, merely 
from refentment to the author. 

There is likewife publifhed amongft thefe letters^ 
an enquiry into the genius and writings of Shake- 
fpear. He contends for Shakefpear's ignorance of 
the antients, and obferves, that it would derogate 
much from his glory to fuppofe him to* have read,, 
or understood them, becauie if he had* his, not prac- 
tifing their art, and not retraining the luxuriance 
ef his imagination would be a reproach to him. 
After beftowing the higheft panegyric upon Shake- 
fpear, he fays, « That he feerns tx> have been the- 

* very original of our Englifh tragical harmony ; 

* that is the harmony oF blank verfe, diversified* 

* often by diflyllable and trifyllable terminations. 
4 For that diverfity diftinguiihes it from heroic har- 

* morty, and bringing it nearer to common ufe t 

* makes it more proper to gam attention, and more 
# */it for aftion, and dialogue; - Such verfes we 

L 6 .*- mak* 
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' make when we are writing profe, we make, fiiofc 
- 4 verfc in common converfation.' 

One of the reafons Mr. Dennis afligns for 
Shakeljpear's want of learning, is,, that Julius. 
Caefar, in the play which goes by his name, 
makes but a third rate figure, and had he (fays the 
author) confultcd the Latin writers,, he could not 
have been guilty of fuch an error; but this is far 
from being conclufive, which might as well be ow- 
ing to his having a contempt for Caefar's character, 
and an enthufiattic admiration for thofe of Brutus 
and Caffius. 

Another profe Eflay of Mr. Dennis's, which* 
does him very great honour, is his Grounds of Cri- 
tic ifm in Poetry. Amongft many mafterly things,, 
which he there advances, is the following.. *•• The 
« antient poets (fays he) derived that advantage 

• which they have over the moderns, to the coa- 

• ftituting their fubje&s after a religious manner ^ 

• and from the precepts of Longinus, it. appears 

• that the greateft fublimity is to Jbe derived from 

• religious ideas.' 

Mi. Dennis then obferves, that one of the prin- 
cipal reafons, that has made the modern poetry fo» 
contemptible, is, that by diverting itfejf ofreligion, 
it is fallen from its dignity, and its original nature- 
and excellence i and from the ereateft production 
in the mind of man, it is dwindled to an extravagant* 
tnd vain amufement. When fubjecls are in them- 
felves great, the ideas of. the writer mull likewiie.he 
great; and nothing is in its nature & dignified as 
religion. This he illuftrates by many examples 
from Milton, who when he raifes his voice^ tQ. hea- 
ven, and fpeaks the language of the divinity, then 
does he reach the true fublime; but when he de- 
scends to the more trifling confederation of human 
things, his wing is neceiTarily deprefled, and his 
* ftrains are lefs tranfporting, 

* ' We 



Digitized by LjOOQLC 



We (hall now take a view of Mr. Dennis, in that 
. part of his life and writings hi which he makes a 
iefs confiderable figure, by ejcpotfing himfejf to the 
.refentment of one fo much, his fuperior* and who, 
after a long provocation, at laft ..let looie his rage 
againft him, in a manner tha£ np time- can oblite- 
rate. Mr.. Depnjs we, have, already obferved, waged 
a perpetual war with fuccefsful writer?, except thofc 
few who were, his {fiends j but, never engaged with 
fo much fury, and lefs juftice, againft: the writings 
of any poet* as thofe of Mr. Pope* 

Some time after the death of Dryden, when 
Tope's reputation began to grow, his friends who 
were Canguine in his intereuV were imprudent 
enough, to, ma&e comparisons, and really aflferjj that 
l*ppe was the greajeft poet of the two:^ Dennis, 
who had made- court to Dryden, and was refpected 
by him, heard this with indignation,, and imaged*, 
ately exerted all the criticifm and force, of which 
he was mailer, to reduce the character of Pope. 
In this attempt he neither has fucceeded, npr did he 
.putfuc it Ufce. a gentleman.: 

, In his reflexions on Pope's Eflay on Criticifm* be 
.ttfes the following unmannerly epithets. ' A young 

* fquab, fhort gentleman, . whole outward form, tho* 
u it (hould be that of a downright monkey, would 
' not differ fanauchfrom human fhape, as his uri- 
Sthinkingj immaterial .pan does from human un- 
' demanding.-— — He is as ftupid and as venenjquj 

* as an. hunch-backed . to%d4 -j~«.A Tbook „ through 
*' which, <o% an4 ignorance,; tfe^fe brethrenJo-lame, 
« and impotent, do ridiculoufiy look v^ry big, and 

* very dull, and ftrut, and hobble cheek by jowl, 
'; with their arms .on kimbo* being fed, and fup- 

* ported,, an4 ^uliv^backe.d, by^that Jt^^dL Heftcr 

* impudence.' The reafons which our critic gives 
,far this extraordinary fury are equally ridiculous. 
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* I regard him (&yt he) at an enemy, not f6» 
much to me, as to my kins, to my country, and 
to my religion. The epidemic madnefs of the 
times has given him reputation, and reputation 
is power; and that has made him dangerouv 
Therefore I lode on it as my duty to king George^ 
and to the liberties of my country, more dear than, 
lift to me, of which I have now been 40 years a 
conftant aflertor, &c I look upon it as my duty 
I fay to do,— Reader obferve what,— —To 
poll the lion's (kin from this little afs, which po- 
pular error has thrown round him, and (hew that 
this little author, who has been lately fo muck 
in vogue, has neither fenfe in his thoughts, nor 
Englim in his expreffions. See his Remarks on 
Homer, Prcf. p. *. and p. 91. 
Speaking of Mr. Pope's Windfor-Forreft, he lays, 
It is a wretched rhapfody, impudently writ in 
emulation of Cooper's-Hill. ' The author of it is 
obfeure, is ambiguous, isaffe&ed, is temerarious,. 
is barbarous/ 

After- thefe provocations, k is no wonder that 
Pope fhould take an opportunity of recording him 
in his Dundad ; and yet he had fome eftccm for 
our author's learning and genius. Mr. Dennis put 
his name to every thing he wrote againft him, which 
Mr. Pope considered as a drcumftance of candour. 
He pitied him as a man fubjed to the dominion of 
invidious paffions, than which no feverer fenfationa. 
can tear the heart of man. 

In the firft Book of hisDunciad, line 103, here- 
prefents Dullnefs taking a view of h& ions ; * in$ 
thus mentions Dennis, 

Shefaw flbw Philips creep like Tate's poor page* 
. And all die mighty road in Dennis rage. 

. \> '...■■ ■ & 
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He mentions him again (lightly in his fecond 
Book, line 230, and in his third Book, line 165* 
taking notice of a quarrel between him and Mr*. 
Gildon, he fays, 

Ah Dennis ? Gildon ah f what ill-ftarrM rage 
Divides, a friendship long, confirmed by age r 
Blockheads, with reafon, wicked wits abhor, 
But fool with fool, is barbr'ous civil war, 
Embrace, embrace, my fons ! be foes no more I' 
Nor glad vile poets,, with true critic's gore. 

Our author gained little by his oppofition to 
Pope, in which he muft either have violated hi* 
judgment, or been under the influence of the 
ftrongeft prejudice that ever blinded the eyes of 
any man 5 for not to admire the writings of this 
excellent poet, is an argument of a totafdeprava- 
tion of tafte, which in other refpecls does not ap- 
pear to be the cafe of Mr, Dennis. 

We (hall now take a view of our author in the 
light of a dramatift. In the year 1097 a comedy 
of his was aded at the Theatre-Royal in Drury- 
Lane, called A Plot and No Plot, dedicated to the 
Earl, of Sunderland. The fcope of this piece is 
to ridicule the credulity and principles of the 
Jacobites, the moral of which is this, ' That there 
' are in all parties, perfons who find it their in- 

* terefl to deceive the reft, and that one half of 

* every fa&ion makes a property in fee-fimple of 

* the other , therefore we ought never to believe 
' any thing will, or will not be, becaufe it is a- 

* greeable, or contrary to our humoucs, but becaufe- 

* it is in itfelf likely, or improbable. Credulity 
*■ in men, engaged in a party, proceeds oftner 
' from pride than weakneis, and it is the hardeil 
4 thing in the world to impofe upon a humble 

* man.' 

ft 
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In 1699 a- tragedy cabled Rinaldo and Arraida 
^vas acted at the Theatre in LincolnVInn-Fields, 
dedicated to the Duke of Orraond. Scene the top 
"of a mountain ih the Canaries. The hint of the 
chief characters is owing to Taffo's Gierufalemme, 
but the manners of them being by our author 
thought unequal in that great Italian, he. has tak- 
en the liberty to change, them, and form his.cha*. 
rafters more agreeable to the. fubject. The reafons 
for doing it are ejcprefied in the preface, and pro- 
logue to the play. 

Our author's next tragedy was upon the fubjecY 
of Ipnigenia, daughter, to Agamemnon King of 
Argo's, acted at the Theatre in LincolnVlnn 1704* 
Tghigenia was, to haye been facrificed by her fa* 
ther, who. was. deluded by the fraud of Calchas* 
who proclaimed throughout the Grecian fleet, 
that the offended gods demanded of Agamemnon 
the facrifce of his daughter to Lucina, and 'till 
that ob'ation was offered, the fleet would remain 
wind-bound. Accordingly, under pre:ence of mar- 
rying, her to Achilles, me. was betrayed from Ar-. 
gos, but hex motKer, Clytemneilra, difcovering the. 
oheat, by a ftratagem prevented its execution, and 
effected her refene without the knowledge of a-r 
ry one but her hufband Agamemnon. A Grecian 
virgin being facrificed in her place, Iphigenia is 
afterwards wrecked on the Coail of Scythia^ 
and made the Piieftefs of Diana. In five years, 
time her brother Oreftes, and his friend Pylade.%* 
are wrecked on the fame more, but faved from 
daughter by the Queen of Scythia, ; becaufe fha 
loved' Oreftes. Oreftes, on the. other, hand, falls, 
rn lore with the Prieftefs of Diana; they attempt 
an- efcape, and to carry off the image of the. 
Goddefs, but are "prevented. The Queen then, 
dooms Oreftes to the altar, but Py lades, from 
his-' great friendftnp* perforates Oreftes, and. 

dif- 
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difconcerts the deftgn. The dory and incidents 
of this play are interefling and -moving, bat Mr. 
Dennis has not wrought the fcenes much in the fpi- 
rit of a tragedian : This was a fubjeft admira- 
bly fuited for the talents of Otway . The difco- 
very of Oreftes's being the brother of Iphigenia 
is both furprizing and natural, and though the 
fubjed is -not well executed, yet is this by far 
the moft affe&ing tragedy of our author ; it is 
almoft impoffible to read it without tears, though 
it abounds with bombaft. * 

The fourth play introduced upon the ftage by 
Mr. Dennis, 1 704, was, a tragedy called Liberty 
Aflerted, dedicated to Anthony Henley, efq; to 
whom he fays he was indebted for the happy 
hint upon which it was formed. Soon after this 
he wrote another tragedy upon the dory of Ap- 
pius and Virginia, which Mr. Maynwaring, in a 
letter to Mr. Dennis, calls one of our beft modern 
tragedies ; it is dedicated to Sidney Earl of Godol- 
phnt. 

He altered Shakefpear's Merry Wives of WinA- 
for, and "brought it on the ftaee under the title 
of The Comical Gallant. Prefixed to this, is a 
large account "of Tafte in Poetry, and the 
Caufes of its Degeneracy addrefled to the Hon. 
George Granville, Efq; afterwards Lord Lani- 
downe. 

Our author's next dramatic produ&ion was Co- 
riolanus, the Invader of his Country, or the Fa- 
tal Refentment, a Tragedy ; altered from Shake- 
{pear, and a&ed at the Theatre, Royal in Drury- 
Lane. This piece met with fome oppofition the 
firft night ; and on the fourth another play was 
given out. The fecond night's audience- was ve- 
ty fmall, though the play was exceedingly weH 
a&ed. ,The third night had not the charges in 
money ; the fourth was ftill worfe, and then ano- 
ther play was given out, .not one {lace being taken 

ia 
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in the boxes for any enfuing night. The ma- 
nagers were therefore obliged to diicontmne k. 

This ufage Mr. Denni* highly refented ; and itt 
his dedication to the duke otVewcaftle, then lor<L 
chamberlain* he makes a formal complaint againft 
die managers. To this play Mr. Colley Cibber 
took the pains to write an epilogue, which Mrs. 
Oldfield /poke with nniverfal appUufe, and for 
which poor peevifh, jealous Dennis, abufed thenv 
both. 

Mr. Dennis happened once to go to the 
play, when a tragedy was aded^ in which the- 
machinery of thunder was introduced, a new 
artificial method of prodacing which he had 
formerly communicated to the managers. In- 
cenfed by this cireomftance, he cried out in 
a trasrfpovt of resentment,. * That is my thon- 

* der by G — d* the villains will play my 

* thunder, hot not my plays. 9 This gave an^alasm 
to the pit, which he foon explained* He was 
much (object to thefe kind of whimfical tranfpoits, 
and filtered the fervor of his imagination often 
to fubdue the power of his reafon; an inftance of 
which we (hall now relate. 

After he was worn ont with age and poverty* 
he refilled within die verge of the court, to pre- 
vent danger from his creditors. One Saturday 
night he happened to faunter to a public hou(e> 
which he di&bvered in a fhort time was out of 
the verge. He was fitting in an open drinking 
room, and a man of a fufpfcioos appearance hap- 
pened to come in. There was fomething about the? 
man which denoted to Mr. Dennis that he was a 
Bailiff: this (buck him with a panic ; he was a- 
fraid his liberty was now at an end ; he fat ia 
the utmoft folicfeude, but durft not; offer to ftir, left 
lie fhonld be feized noon. After an hour or two 
had pafied in this painful anxiety, atlaft the 
clock ftruek twelve* when Mr. Dejois, in an ex* 
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,tafy, cried out, addreffing himfelf to the fufpeft- 
ed perfon, * Now fir, Bailiff, or no BailiiF, I don't 

* care a farthing for you, you have no power 

* now.' The man was aitonifhed at this behavi-' 
our, and when it was explained to him, he was. 
fo much affronted with the fufpicion, that had 
^noi Mr. Dennis found his protection in age, fee 
would have fmarted for his miilaken opinion of 
him. 

Jn the year 1705 a comedy of Mr. Dennis's. 
called Gibraltar, or The Spanilh Adventure, was 
a&ed unfaccefsfully at Drury-Lane Theatre, 
He was alfo author of a mafque called Orpheus, 
and Euridke. 

Mr. Dennis, considered" as a dramatic writer* 
makes not Co good a igure as in his critical 
works ; he underftood the rules of writing, but k 
is not in the power of every one to carry their owjp, 
theory into execution. There is one error which ha 
endeavoured to reform, very material for the intereft 
of dramatic poetry. He law, with concern, that 
love had got the entire pofieffion of the tragic Jlage* 
contrary to the authority of the ancients, and the 
example of Shakefpear. He refolved therefore 
to deviate a little from the reigning; practice, and 
not to make his heroes fuch whining (laves in 
their amours, which not only debafes the majefty 
of tragedy, but confounds mod of the principal 
characters, by making that paifion the predominant 
quality in all. But he did not. think it fafe at 
once to (hew his principal characters wholly ex* 
empt from it, left fo great and fudden a tranfi- s 
tion mould prove disagreeable. He, rather chofe 
to ftcer a middle courfe, and make love appear 
violent, but yet to bo fubdued, by reafon, and give- 
way to the influence of fome other more noble 
paflion ; as in Rinaldo, to Glow ; in Iphigenia, to. 
Friendlhip ; and in Liberty Afierted, to the Public- 
Good. He thought by thefe means an audience 

flrighfe 
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might be entertained, and prepared for greater 
•alterations, whereby the dignity of tragedy might 
be fupported, and its principal characters juj&y 
diflinguimed. 

Beiides the works which we have already meir- 
tioned, Mr. Dennis is author of the following 
pieces, inoftly in the Pindaric way. 

Upon our Viftory at Sea, and* burning the 
French Fleet at La>Hogne in 169?. 

Part of the Te Deum Paraphrafed, in Pindaric 
Verfe. 

To Mr. Dryden, upon his Translation of the 
Third Book of Virgil's Georgics. Pindaric Ode. 

A Pindaric Ode on the King, written in the be- 
gining of Augttft 1691 ; occafioned by the Victory 
at Aghrim. 

To a Painter drawing a Lady's Pifture, an Epi- 
gram. 

: Prayer fop the King's Safety in the Summer's 
Expedition- in 1692, an Epigram. 

The Court of Death, a Pindaric Poem ; dedi- 
cated to the Memory of her Moft Sacred Majefty 
Queen Mary* 

The Paffion of Byblis, made Engtifh from the 
Ninth Book of Ovid's Metamorphofis. 

The Monument, a Poem $ facred to the Memo- 
ry of the beft, and greateft of Kirtgs,. William IIP. 

Britannia Triumphans, or A Poem on the Battle 
of Blenheim 2 dedicated to Queen Anne. 

On the Acceflion of King George to die Impe- 
rial Crown of Great Britain. 

The following fpecimen, which is part of a 
Paraphrafe on the Te Deum, ferves to (hew, that 
Mr. Dennis wrote with more elegance in Pindaric 
odes, than in blank verfe. 

Now 
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Now let us fing a loftier ftrain, 
Now let us earth and earthly things difdain, 
Now let our fouls to Heaven repair, 
Direcl their moft a(piring flight, 
To fields of uncreated light, 
And dare to draw empyreal air. 
"Tis done, O place divinely bright ! 
O Sons of God divinely fair ! 
O fight ! unutterable fight ! 
O unconceivable delight ! 
"O joy which only Gods can bear ! 
Heark how their blifsful notes they raife, 
And fing the Great Creator's praise ! 
How in extatic fong they cry, 
Lo we the glorious fons of light, 
* So great, fo beautiful, fo bright^ 
Lo we the brighteft of created things, 
Who are all flame, all force, all fpirit, and all 

Are yet but vile, and nothing in thy fight ! 
Before thy feet O mighty king of kings, 
O Maker of this bounteous ail I 
Thus lowly reverent weiall. 

' After a life expofed to viciflitudes, habituated to. 
many difappointments, and embroiled in unfuc- 
cefsful quarrels, Mr. Dennis died on the 6th of 

January 1733, in the 77th year of his age. We 
ave obferved that he outlived the reverfion of 
his place, after which he fell into great diftrefs, 
and as he had all his life been making enemies, 
by the ungovernable fury of his temper, he found 
few perfons difpofed to relieve him. When he 
was near the clofe of his days, a play was a&ed 
for his benefit. This favour was procured him by 
the joint intereil of Mr. Thomfon,* Mr. Martin, 
Mr. Mallet, and Mr. Pope. The play was given 
by the company then ailing at the little Theatre 
in the Hay-market, under the direction of Mr. 

Mills 
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Mills fen* and Mr. Cibber jan. the latter of whoa 
{poke a prologue on the occafion, written by Mr. 
rope. 

Mr. Dennis was Iefs happy in his temper, than 
his genius ; lie pofleifed no inconfiderable erudition, 
which was joined to fuch natural parts, as if ac- 
companied with prudence, or politenefs, might 
have railed him, not only above want, but even 
to eminence. He was happy too in having very 
powerful patrons, but what could be done for a 
man, who declared war againft all the world? Den- 
nis has given evidence againft himielf in the ar- 
ticle of politenefs ; for in one of his letters he 
fays, he would not retire to a certain place in 
the country, left he fhould be difturbed in his 
ftudies by the ladies in the houfe : for, fays he, I 
am not over-fond of the conversation of women. 
Hut with all his foibles, we cannot but confider him 
as a good critic, and a man of genius. 

Hts peipetual misfortune was, that he aimed at 
the empire" of wit, for which nature had not fuffi- 
ciently endowed him ; and as his ambition prompt- 
ed him to obtain the crown by a furious oppofition 
to all other competitors, fo, like C«far of old, 
fcb ambition overwhelmed hinu 
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G. Granville, L. Lansdownf, 

WAS defcended from an alluftrious family,, 
which traced 'their anceftry from Rollo, 
the firft duke of Normandy. He was fecond 
fon of Bernard Granville, and grandfon of the 
famous Sir Bevil Granville, killed at the battle, 
of Lanfdowne 1643. This nobleman received 
the firft tin&ure of his education in France, under, 
the tuition of Sir William Ellis, a gentleman, 
who was eminent afterwards* in many publif 
employments. 

When our author was but eleven years of age* 
he was fcnt to Trinity College in Cambridge, 
whe^e he remained five years, but at the age of 
thirteen was admitted to the degree of mailer of 
arts, having, before he was twelve years old, fpok- 
en a copy of Englifh verfes, of his own compo- 
fition, to the Duchefs of York, when her Royal. 
Highnefs paid a vifit to that univerfity. 

At the time when the nation was embroiled by 
the public diftra&ions, occafioned by the ^efforts 
of King James II, to introduce Popery, lord 
Lanfdowne did not remain an unconcerned fpec- 
tator. He had early imbibed principles of loyal- 
ty, and as fome of his forefathers had fallen in 
the caiife of Charles I. he thought it was his 
'doty to facrifice his life alio, for the intereft of hit 

Sove- 
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Sovereign. However miftaken he might be in 
this furious zeal for a Prince, the chief fcope of 
whofe reign was to overthrow the law, and intro- 
duce abfelute dominion, yet he appears to be per- 
fectly fincere. In a* letter h£ wrote to his father 
Upon the. expe&ed approach of the Prince of 
Orange's fleet, he exprefles the moil ardent deiire 
to ferve the King in perfon *. This letter we ihall 
infert, but beg our readers patience to make a 
digreflion, which will juftify what we have faid con- 
cerning James II. . 

The genuine mark of a tyrant is cruelty, and 
it is with concern we can produce an- inilance of. 
the moft inhuman barbarity in that Prince, which 
ever -Gained the Annals of any reign. ' Cruelty 
(hould be the badge of no party ; it ought to be 
equally the abhorrence of all; and whoever is taint- 
ed with it, {hould be fet up to view, as a terror 
to the world, as a monfter, whom it is the intereft 
of mankind to deftrby. 

After the fuppreflion of Monmouth's rebellion,, 
many*of. the unfortunate perfons engaged in it, 
fled to London, and topk ihelter there, 'till the 
Ad of Indemnity (hould be publiihed. They who 
afforded them ihelter, were 1 either 6f the Mon- 
inouth faction, or induced from principles of hu- 
manity, to adminifter to 'their fafety : what would 
become of the world, if our friends were always 
to forfake us in diftrefs ? There lived then in Lon- 
don an amiable lady, attached to no party, who 
enjoyed a large fortune, which (he fpent in the 
exercife of the moft exteniive beneficence. She 
made -it her buirnefs to viiit the Jails, and the 
prifoners who were moft neceflitous and deferving, 
(he relieved. Her houfe was an afylum for the' 
poor ; (he lived but for charity, and (he had every 

* Gen. Dift. Art. Granville. 

3 hour 
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hoar tjie prayers of the widow and orphan 
poured out to her. It happened that one of the 
rebels found fhelter in her houfe ; (lie fuffered 
him to befcreened there ; flie fed and cloathed bim.. 
The King had often declared that he would r£~. 
ther pardon thofe who were found in armsJl-. 
gainft him, than the people who harbouredjjbr. 
lecretly encouraged them. This mifcreant,yho* 
fometimes ventured out at night to a public ITOfe >t 
was informed, that the King had made f£ch a 
declaration, and it entered into his bafe heart to, 
-betray his benefaftrefs. He accordingly went be^, 
fore a ma gift rate, and lodged an infdfihatiop,, 
upon which the lady was fecured, broifght to a 
trial, and upon the evideiiee' of this jingrateftil % 
villain, call for her life. She fuffered at a Hake, 
with the moft refigned chearfulnefs, for when*a t 
woman is convi&ed of treafon, it feems, fhe is 
Sentenced to be burnt *. The reader wilf/eajjy . 
judge what fort of bowels that King muft have,* 
who could permit fuch a punifhmentto take place. 
upon a woman fo compleatly amiable, upon the. 
evidence of a villain fo confummately infamous,. 
and he will, we are perfuaded, be of opinion that 
had his Majefty poffeffed a thoufand kingdoms,, 
he deferved to lofe them all for this one act . of ge- , 
nuitfe barbarity. '.'.*• 

Lord Lanfdowne, who did not confider, or'tfas, 
not then capable of discovering, the dangers, to, 
which, this prince expofed his people, wrote, the . 
following letter to his father, earneftly preffing t 
him to permit his entering voluntarily into king 
James's iervice, ' S\ * 

* Sec Burnet's Hiftory of his owo Timet. 

Vol. IV. N°. 19* M * Si*> 
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4 Sik, 

4 Your having no profpeft of obtaining a com* 
4 miflion for me, can no way alter, or cooi my 
1 £*^ re at '*-*« i m P° rtant juncture, to venture my 
4 nfe, in fome manner or other, for my King and 
4 ctgfctry. I cannot bear to live under the re* 

* prflKh of lying obfcure and idle in a country 

* retirement, when every man, who has the leaft 

* fenfe of honour,, fhould be preparing for the 
4 field. You may remember, fir, with what rc- 

* lu&anct I fubmitted to your commands upon 
4 Monmorth's rebellion*, when no importunity could 
'prevail with you to permit me to leave the aca- 

* demy ; I was too young to be hazarded j but 
4 give me leave to fay, it is glorious, at any age, 

* to die for one's country; and the fooner, the 
4 nobler facrifice ; I am now older by three years. 

* My uncle Bath was not fo old, when he was 
9 left among the (lain at the battle of Newberry, 

* nor you yourfelf, fir, when you made your efcape 

* from your Tutors, to join your brother in the 
' defence of Scilly. The Jame caufe is now come 

* round about again. The King has been muled, 

* let thofe who milled him be anfwerable for it. 
4 Nobody can deny but he is facred in his own 

* pexfon, and it is every honeft man's duty to de- 
4 fend it. You are pieafed to fay it is yet doubt* 
4 ful, if the Hollanders are ram enough to make 
4 fuch an attempt. But be that as it will, I beg 
4 leave to be prefented to his Majefty, as one, 
4 whofe utmoft ambition is to devote his life to 
4 his fervice, and my country's, after the example 
4 of all my anceftors. The gentry aflembled at 

* York, to agree upon the choice of reprefenta- 
4 tives for the county, have prepared an Addrefs 
4 to affure his Majefty they are ready to facrifice 
4 their lives and fortunes for him upon this, and 

4 aU 
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« all other aceafiont, but at the fone time thejr 

* humbly bcfecch him to give them fuch magi- 
4 ftrates as may be agreeable to the laws of the 

* land, for at prefent there is no authority to 
' which they can legally fubmit. By what I can 

* hear, every body, wimes well to the King, but 
4 would be glad m minifters were hanged. The 
4 winds continue to contrary, that no land- 
4 itifj can be fo foon ar was apprehended, there- 
4 fore I may hope, with your leave and aiftftance* 
4 to be in ceadinefs before anjr a&ion can begin j 

* I bcfecch you, fir, moft humbly, and moft ear- 
4 neftly, to add this one ad of indulgence more, 
4 to fo many testimonies I have fo conftandy re* 
' ceived of your goodnefs, and be pleafed to be- 
' lieve me always with the utmoft duty and fub- 
' milSon, 

' Yours, &c/ 

We are not told whether his father yielded to 
his importunity, or whether he wasprefented to 
his Majefty ; but if he really joined the army, it 
was without danger to his perfon, for the revolu- 
tion was eflfetted in England without one drop 
ef blood. In the year 1690 Lord Lanfdowne 
wrote a copy of verfes addreued to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Higgins, in answer to a poetical Addrefs 
fent him by that lady in his retirement. The 
verfes of the lady afe very elegant, and are only 
exceeded by* the polite compliments his lordfHip 
wrote in anfwer td diem. They both deferve a 
f lace here, 

I. 

Why Granville is thy life to fliadcs confined, 

Thou Whom the Gods defign'd 
In public to do credit to mankind ?. 

M 2 Why 
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Why fleeps the noble ardour of thy blood, 
Which from thy anceftors fo many ages paft, 
From Rolta down to Bevil flowed. 

And then appeared again at laft, 
In thee when thy vi&orious lano& • • .< 
Bore. the difpuced prize from all the* yooth of 
Eiinscv^ + . ii '. ' i < ■' ■ i i 1 1 * 

• :.'■-•'.;>• v IE - • •; ■:--.' 

In' the flfft trials which are matle for fame, 
Thofe to whom fate fuccefs denies, 

• If taking council from their fhame, 

They modeftly retreat are -wife* ; 

But why mould you, Who* JliH fucceed; * 
* Whether with graceful * art you lead * '' 
The fiery barb, or with a graceful motion tread 

In fhining balls where all agree 

To give the higheft praife to thee ? 
Such harmony in every motion's found, 
As art could ne'er exprefs by any found. 

r ' 

So lovM and prais'd whom all admire, 
Why, why mould you from courts and camps re- 
tire ? 
If Myra is unkind, if it can be 
That any nymph can be unkind to thee ; 
If penfive- made by love, you thus retire, 
' Awake your mufe, and firing your lyre* 
Your tender fone^and your melodious drain 

Can never be addrefs'id in vain ; 
She needs muft love, and we (hall have you 
back again. 



} 
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His lordfhip's Anfwer thus begins. 

Ceafe, tempting fyren, ceafe thy flattering (train. 
Sweet is thy charming fong, but fungi n vain : • 
Wfcen the winds blow, and loud the tempefts roar,. 
What fool would truft the waves, and quit the. 

fhor,e 1 .. 

Early and -vain into the world I came, 
Big with falfe hopes and eager after fame r 
Till looking round me,»e'er the. race began, • 
Madmen and giddy tools wtire ail that ran. 
Reclaimed betimes, I from the lifts retire, 
And tbaak.the Gods, wko* my .retreat infpire. 

. In happier times, our anceftors were bred, 
When virtue was the only path to tread. 
Give me, ye Gods, but the fame road to fame, 

. Whatever my, lather's' dar*d, I dare the fame. 
Changed is die fcene, fome baneful planet rules* 
An impiou* world cojitriVd for knavcis and fools.. ' 

. • H v \ f ... ..]•»' - \ J ' 

lie concludes with the following lines 

Happy the man, of mortals happkft he, 
Whofe quiet miadrof vain defirfcs is -free ; 
.Whom neither hopes deceive, nor fears torment,. 
But lives at peace, within himfelf content, 
In thought or aft accountable to none 
, But to. himfelf, and to the Gods alone. > 

O fweetnefs of content, feraphic joy ! 
Which nothing wants, and nothing can deftroy. 
Where dwells this peace, this freedom of the- 
mind? ■ * 

Where but in (hades remote from human kind ; 
In flow'ry vales, where nymphs and fhepherds 
. 1 meet* 

But never comes within the pa)ace»gate. 
Bpewel then cities, courts, and camps farew;?, 
Welcome ye groves, here let me ever* dwell. 
> M) Ft am 
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From care and bus'nefe, and mankind remove, 
All but the Mufes, and infpiring love : 
How fweet the morn, how gentle isnhe night ! 
How calm the evening, and the day how bright ! 
From thence, at from a hill, I view below 
The crowded world, a mighty wood in (hew, 
Where feveral wand'rerB travel day and night, 
By different paths, and none are in the right. 

In 1696 his Comedy called the She Gallants 
was a&ed at the Theatre-fcoyaJ * in Lincoln's-Inn- 
Fields. He afterwards altered this Comedy, and 
publifhed it among has other works, under the title 
of Once a Lover and Always a Lover, which, as 
he obferves in the preface, is a new building up« 
on an old foundation. 

4 It appeared firft under the name of the Sfce- 
4 Gallants, and by the prefect then prefixed to it, 
4 is faid to hare been the Child of a -Child. By 
4 taking it iince under examination, fo many years 
4 after, the author flatten himfelf to have made a 
4 corrccl Comedy of it ; he found it regular to his 
' hand ; the fcene conftant to one place, die time 

* not exceeding the bounds preicribed, and the 

* a&ion entire, it remained only to Clear the 
4 ground, sad to^plant as it were fr$(h flowers in 

* the room of thofe which were grown into weeds 

* or were faded: by time j to retouch- and vary the 
' characters ; enliven the painting, retrench the 

* fuperfiuous; and animate the aclion, where it 
' appeared the young author feemed to aim at 
4 more than he had ftrength to perform.' 

The fame year alfo his Tragedy , intided Heroic 
Love, was a&ed at the Theatre. Mr. Gildon ob- 
ferves, • that this Tragedy is written after the man- 

* nerof the andents, which is much more natural 

• Geaonl Di&naatv, uW fos/a. 

* and 
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€ and eafy, than that of oar modern Dramatics.' 
Though we cannot agree with Mr. Gildon, that the 
ancient model of Tragedy is fo natural as the 
modern ; yet this piece mull have very great merit, 
fcnce we find Mr. Dryden addrefiing verfes to the 
author upon this occafion, which begin thus, 

Aufpicious poet, wert thou not my friend, ^ 
How could 1 envy, what I mull commend ! 
Bat fince 'tis nature's law, in Jove and wit, 
That youth mould reign, and withering age 

fubmit, 
With Iefs regret, thofe laurels I rcfign, 
Which dying on my brow, revive on thine. 

Oar author wrote alfo a dramatic poem, called 
the Britiu\Enchanters *, in the preface to which he 
obferves, « that it is the firft EfTay ©i\a very ip- 
"« fant Mufe, rather as a taflc at fuch hours as 

* were free from other exercifes, than any way 

* meant for public entertainment. But Mr. Bet- 

* tef toil navihg ha4 a cafual fight of it, many 
"• Vears after it was written, begged it for the 

* ftage, Where it met with fo favourable a reception 

* as to have an uninterrupted run of upwards of 

* forty nights. To this Mr. Addifon wrote the 
4 Epilogue/ Lord Lanfdowne altered Shakefpear's 
Merchant of Venice, under the title of the Jew 
of Venice, which was acted with applaufe, the pro- 
fits, of which were defigncd for Mr. Dryden, but upon 
that poet's death were given to his foh. 

In 1 702 he translated into Engliih the feebnd 
Olynthian of Demoffchenes. He was returned mem- 
ber for the county of Cornwall, in the parliament 
which met in Ndvember 17 id, and was foon after 
made fecretary of war, next; comptroller of the 
iiouihold, and then treasurer, and (worn one of the 

* It was called a Dramatic Opera, and wat decorated at a 
great expence, and intermixed with Songs, Dances, &c. 

M 4 privjr 
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privy council. The year following he was created 

baron Lanfdowne of Biddeford in Devonftiire *. 

In 1 719 he made a fpeech in the hoafe of 
lords againft the practice of occafional con- 
formity, which is printed among his works, and 
among other things, he fays this. ' I always un- 

* derftood the toleration to be meant as an indul- 

* gence to tender cbnfciences, not a licence for har- 

* dened ones ; and that the act to prevent occafional 

* conformity was defigned only to correct a parti- 

* cular crime of particular men, in which no feci 
' of diffenters was included, but thefe followers of 

* Judas, which came to the Lord's-Supper, from no 

* other end but to fell, and betray him. This 
' crime however palliated and defended, by fo 

* many right reverend fathers in the church, is no 

* lefs than making the God of truth, as it were in 

* perfon fubfervient to acts of hypocrify ; no lefs 

* than facrificing the myftical Blood and Body of 

* our Saviour to worldly and finifter purpofes, an ' 

* impiety of the higheft nature ! which in juftice 
•called for protection, and in charity for preven- 

* tion. The bare receiving the holy Eucharit 
.* could never be intended fimply as a qualification 

* for an office, but as an open declaration, an un- 

* dubitable proof of being, and remaining a fin cere 
' member of the church. Whoever prefumes to 

* receive it with any other view profanes it i and 
' may be faid to feek his promotion in this world, 

* by eating and drinking his own damnation in the • 

* next.' 5 ! 

"tTiis accompli Ihed nobleman died in February, 
Anno 1739. By hislady, Mary, widow of Thomas 

*. Upon the accelfion of Kfng George the W, the lord Lanf- 
downe wat kited, and iaiprlfoned in the Tower, upon an im- ~ 
peach ment of high treafon ; but was foon after honourably 
difthazged, without being brought to- * trial. 

Thynne, 
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Thynne, Efq; (father of Thomas lord vifcount 
Weymouth) and daughter of Edward Villiers, earl 
of Jerfey, he had iflue, four daughters, Anne, Mary, 
Grace and Elizabeth. . ' ■ 

His lady died but a few days before him. 

Mr. Pope, with many other poets of the firft 
eminence, have celebrated 'lord Lanfdowne, who> 
feems to have been a good-natur/4 agreeable 
nobleman. The luftre of his ftation no doubt pro- 
cured him more incenfe, than the force of his ge~ , 
nius would otherwife have attra&ed*; . but he. 
appears not to have been deltitute of fine parts, 
which were however rather elegantly polilhed* than: 
great in themfelves. * * . 

'Lord Landfdowne likewife wrote a Mafque,. 
called Peleus and Thetis, His lordfhip's works 
have been, often printed both in quarto and In duo- 
decimo. 
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Mr. John Gay. 

THIS eminent Wit was defcended of an an- 
cient family in Devonfhire, and educated at 
the frce-fchool of Barnftaple in the fame county,, 
under the care of Mr. William Rayner, an excel- 
lent mailer *. 

Mr. Gay had a fmall fortune at his difpofal, 
and was bred, fays Jacob, a Mercer in the Strand'; 
but having a genius for high excellences, he 
confidered fuch an employment as a degradation to* 
k, and relinquifhed that occupation to reap the 
laurels of poetry. 

About the year 1712 ht was made fecretary t0» 
the duchefs of Monmouth, and continued in that 
ftation *till he went over to Hanover, in the be- 
ginning of the year, 1714, with the earl of Cla- 
rendon, who was fent there by Queen Anne ; up- 
on whofe death he returned to England, and lived 
in the high eft efteem and friendlhip with perfona 
of the firft quality and genius. Upon Mr. Gay V 
arrival from Hanover, we find among Mr. Pope's 
letters one addreiTed to him dated September 2$> 
1714, which begins thus, 

Dear Gay, 

• Welcome to your native foil f welcome to your 
* friends, thrice welcome to me ! whether returned 

• Sec Jaw* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Mr. G A Y. 151 

c in glory, bleiTed with court-intereft, the loveand 

* familiarity of the great, and filled with agree*- 

* ble hopes ; or melancholy with dejection, con- 

* templative of the changes of fortune, and doubt- 

* ful for the future. ' Whether returned a trium- 

* phant Whig, or a defponding Tory, equally all 
-' hail! equaffy beloved and welcome to me! Jf 

* happy, v I am to (hare in your elevation j if .uq- 

* happy, you have'ftiH a warm corner in my heart, 

* and a retreat at Binfield in the word of times at 

* your fervice. If you are a Tory, or thought fo 

* by any manj I know it can proceed from no* 

* thing but your gratitude to a few people* 

* who endeavoured to ferve you, and whole poll- 

* tics were never your concern. If you are a 
' Whig, as I rather hope, and as I think your 

* principles and mine, as brother poets, had ever 

* a bias to the fide of liberty, I know you will 
' be an honeft man, and an inoffenfive one. U$>- 

* on the whole, I know you are incapable of be- 
4 ing fo much* on either fide, as to oe good for 

* nothing. Therefore, once more, whatever you. 

* are, or In whatever itate you are, all hail P 

In 1724 his tragedy e,n*itled the Captives, 
which he had the honour to read in MS. to> * 
Queen Caroline, then Princefs of Wales, was att- 
ed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury Lane.. 

In 1726 he published his Fables, dedicated to 
the Duke of Cumberland, and the year following 
he Was offered the place of gentleman ufher to. 
One of the youngeft Princefles, which} by. reafoa 
of forrie flight fhewn him at court, he thought 
proper to refufe. He wrote feveral works of hu- 
mour with great fuccefs, particularly The Shep- 
herd's Week, Trivia, The What d'ye Call Tt, arid 
The Beggars Opera, which was acted at the^The- 
atre ia XiincolnVInn- Fields 1728. 

* General Biclfaiiiy, ArtickGa& 

M 6 T»e 
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The author of the Notes oh, this* line of the 
Dunciad, b. iii. 1. 326, 

' Gay dies unpenfioned with a hundred friends ; * 

obferves that this opera was a pjece of fatire, which 
hits all taftes and degrees oif men, from thofe ©f 
the higheft quality to the very gabble." M That verfe 
of Horace 

Primores populi arripuit populomque tributini, 

could never be fo juftly applied as in this cafe. 

"The vaft fuccefs of it was unprecedented, and al- 
mbft incredible. What is related -of the wonder- 
ful effedts of the ancient roufic, or tragedy, hard- 
\y came up to it. Sophocles and Euripides were 
lefs followed and famous ; it was a£ted in London 

" fixty three days uninterrupted, and renewed the 
next feafon with equal applaufe. It fpread into all 
the great towns of England, was played in many 
places to the thirtieth ' and fortieth time ; at Bath, 
and Briftol fifty. It made its progrefs into 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland, where it was perform* 
el twenty -four days together. It was laftly aflfed 
in Minorca. The fame of it was not confined to 
the author only ; the ladies carried about with 
them the favourite fongs of it in fans ; and houfes. 
were furnifhed with it in fcreens. The girl who 
a&ed Polly, *till then obfcure» became all at once 
the favourite of the town, her pi&ures were en- 
graved, and fold in great numbers ; her life writ- 
ten ; books of letters and verfes to her publifhed ; 
and pamphlets made even of her fayings andjefts. 
Furthermore, it drove out of England, for that fea- 
fon, the Italian Opera, which had carried all be- 
fore it for ten years ; that idol of the nobility 
and the people, which Mr. Dennis by the labours- 

and 
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and outcries of a whole life, could not overthrow, 
was demolifhed by a Jingle ftroke of this gentle-* 
man's pen." 

. Dr. Swift in his Intelligencer Numb. 3. has giv» 
en us a vindication of Mr. Gay, and the Beggars 
Opera ; fee obferves, ' that though an evil tafte be 

* very apt to prevail both in Dublin and in Lon- 
! klon ; yet, there is a point which whoever can 

* rightly touchy will never fail of pleating a very 

* great majority j fo great that the diilikers, out of 

* dullnefs, or affie&ation, will be iilent, and forced 

* to fall in with the herd ; the point I mean is, 

* what we call humour, which, in its perfection, is 
? allowed to be much preferable to wit, if it be 
*.not rather the nioft uieful, and agreeable (pedes 
« ,of it.— ; — Now I take the comedy, or farce (or 

* whatever name the critic will allow it) called 
« The Beggar's Opera, to excel in this article of 
' humour, and upon that merit to have met with 
« fuch prodigious fuccefs, both here and in Eng- 
« land/ The dean afterwards remarks, « that an 
' opinion obtained, that in this opera, there ap- 

* pears to be fome reflexions on courtiers and 

* ftatefmen. It is true indeed (fays he) that Mr. 
' Gay hath been fomewhat lingular in the courfe 
\ of his fortunes, attending the court with a large 
? flock of real merit, amodeft and agreeable con-* 

* verfation, a hundred promifes,. and five hundred 
« friends, hath failed of preferment, and upon a 

* very weighty reafonj he lay under the fufpicion 
« of having written a Libel, or Lampoon, againft 
« a great minifter,. it 9 true that great minifter 
' was demonstratively convinced, and publickly 
' owned his convi&ion, that Mr. Gay was not the 

* author, but having laid under, the fufpicion, it 
' feemed very juft that he ihould fiiffer the pu- 

* niflunent, becaufe in this moft reformed agejhe 
? virtues of a great minifies are no more to be 
t fufpefted* than.the chaflfcjrrf Cefart wifeif , 

The 
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The dean then tells as, that our author In this 
piece has, by a torn of humour entirely new, placed 
vices of all kinds in the itrongeft, and moft odi- 
ous light, and thereby done eminent fervice both to 
religion and morality. * This appears from the 

* unparalleled fuccefs he has met with ; all ranks, 
4 parties, and denominations of men, either crowd- 
' ing to fee his Opera, or reading it with dt- 
' light in their clofets ; e*en mwftert of fate, 

* whom he is thought moft to have offended, 

* appearing frequently at die Theatre, from a 
' confcioofaefs of their own innocence, and to 

* convince the world how unjuft a parallel, ma- 
4 lice, envy and difaife&ion to die government have 

* made.— —In this happy performance of Mr. 

* Gay, all the characters are juft, and none of 

* them carried beyond nature, or hardly beyond 
4 practice. It difcovers the whole fyftem of that 
« commonwealth* or that imperium in imperio of 

* iniquity eftabliihcd among us, by which, neither 
4 our lives, nor our properties are fecure, either 
4 in highways, or in public affemblies, or even 
4 in our own houfes ; it fhew* the miferable lives 

* and conftant fate of thofe abandoned wretches ^ 
4 for how fmall a price they fell their fouls, be- 

* trayed by their companions, receivers, and pur- 
4 chafers of thofe thefts and robberies. This co~ 
4 medy contains likewife a fa tire, which, thought 

* it doth by no means affect the prefent age, yet 
4 might have been ufeful in the former, and may; 
4 poffibly be fo in ages to come, I mean where 
4 the author takes occafion of comparing thofe 

* common robbers of ' the public, and their feveral 
4 ftratagems of betraying, undermining, and hang- 
4 ing each other, to the feveral arts of politicians 
4 in the time of corruption. This comedy like- 
4 wife expofes; with great jufUce, that unnatural 
4 tafte for Italian muflc among us, which is whoU 
4 )y Smfuitable to o«r\ Northern- cfimaie, and the 

* genioa 
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c genhrs of the people, whereby we are overran 

* with Italian effeminacy. An old gentleman faid. 

* to me many years ago, when the practice of an. 

* unnatural vice grew fi> frequent in London, 
4 that many were profecuted for it 5 he was fure 

* it would be , the forerunner of Italian operas 

* and fingers, and then we mould want nothing 
' but dabbing, or pqifcning, to make us perfect 
'Italians. Upon the whole I deliver my judg- 

* ment j that nothing but fervile attachment to a 

* party, affectation of Angularity, lamentable dull- 
"* nefs, miftaken seal, or ftudied hypocrify, can 

* have any objection againft this excellent moral 

* performance of* Mr. Gay V 

The aftonifhing fuccefs of the Beggar's Opera 
induced our author to add a fecond part, in which, 
however, he was difappointed, both in profit and 
fame. His opera entitled Polly, defigned as a 
fequel of the former, was prohibited by the lord 
chamberlain from being feprefented on the ftage, 
when every thing, was ready for the reh'earfal of. 
it, but Was footo after printed in 410. to which the 
author had a very Wge fubfcription. fn the pre-. 
faVe Mr. Gay 1 gives a particular account of the 
whole affair in the following manner ; * On Thurf- 

* day December 12 (fays he) I received this an- 

* fwer from the chamberlain, that it mould not. 

* be allowed to be adled, but fupprefled. This. 

* was told me in general Without any reafons af-, 
** figned, or any Charge againft me of my having, 

* given any particular offfencfc. Since this proh!- 4 

* bition I have been told, that I am ace u fed, In! 

* general terms, of having written many difaffeft- 

* ed libels, and feditious pamphlets. As it hath; 
' ever been my utmoft ambition (if that word may 
> be ufed upon this occaiion) to lead a quiet and 
< # inoffenfive Jife, I thought my inriocence in this* 

* Swifts ubi Cup/a* 

* parti* 
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', particular, would never have needed a juftifi ca- 
ption; and as this kind of writing is what I 

* ever detefted, and never practiced, I am per- 
*' fuaded fo. groundlefs a calumny can never be . 
« believed, but by thofe who do not know me. . 

* But when general afoerfions of . this fort have 
« been call upon me, I think myfelf called upon 
' to declare my principles, and I do with the 
' flri&eft truth affirm, that I am as loyal a Tub- . 
' ject, and as firmly attached to the prefent happy. 
' eftabliftiment, as any of thofe who have the. 

* greateft places or penfions. I have been inform- 
' ed too, that in the following play I have been. 

* charged with writing immoralities ; that it is filled. 

* with ilander and calumny againil particular great 

* perfons, and that Majefly itfelf is endeavoured to.- 

* be brought into ridicule and contempt. 

« As I know that every one of thefe charge* 

* was in every point abfolately falfe» and without 
« the leait grounds, at firft I was not at all affect- 

* ed by them ; but when I found they were ftill 
' infilled upon, and that particular parages which. 
' were not in the play were : ^uoteq, and. propa- 
' gated to fupport what had been fuggefted, I 

* could no 'longer bear to lye under thofe falfe. 

* accufations ; 10 by printing it, I have fu omitted,. 

* and given up all prefent views of profit, whicfu 
*' might accrue from, the ftage, which will un- 

* doubtedly be fome fatis faction to the worthy, 
'gentlemen, who have treated me with fo mucji. 
« canddur and humanity, and represented me in. 

* fuch favourable colours. But as I am confeious 
'to myfelf, that my only Intention was to lam 

* in general the reigning and, fafiuonable vices,, 

* and to recommend, and fet virtue in as amiable, 
'a light as I could; to juftify and vindicate my. 

* own chkracler, I thought myfelf obliged to print 
'the opera without delay, iti'tW manner* I have 
4 done,; . j. . % 

Thft 
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The large fubfeription Mr. Gay had to print it, 
amply recompensed any lofs he might receive from 
it's not being adted . Tho 1 this was called the Sea uel 
to the Beggar's Opera, it wks allowed by his beft 
friends, fear ce to be of a piece with the firfl: part, 
being in every particular, infinitely beneath it. 

Befides the works which we have already men- 
tioned, Mr. Gay wrote feveral poems, printed in 
London in 2 vol. 1 2tno. 

A Comedy called The Wife of Bath, firfl a&ed 
1 71 5, and afterwards revived, altered, and repre- 
fented at the Theatre Royal in Lincoln's-Inn- 
Fields. 

Three Hoars after Marriage, a Comedy ; a&ed 
at the Theatre-Royal, in which he was affifled by 
Pope and Arbuthnot, "but had the mortification to 
fee this piece very ill received, if not damned the 
firft night. 

He wrote likewife Achilles, an Opera ; aded at 
the Theatre in Covent- Garden. This was brought 
on the ftage after his death; and the profits were 
given to his Sifters. 

After experiencing many viciffitiides of fortune, 
and being for fomc time chiefly fupported by the 
liberality of the duke and duchefs of Queenfberry, 
he died at their houfe in Burlington Gardens, 
of a violent inflammatory fever, in December 
1732, and was interred in Weftminfter, by his 
noble benefadors juft mentioned, with the follow- 
ing epitaph written by Mr. Pope, who had the 
fmcereft friendfhip for him on account of his ami- 
able qualities. 

Of 
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4 Of manners gentle, of affections mild ; 
4 In wit a man, fimplicity a child; 
4 Above temptation in a low eftate, 

* And uncorrupted even amongit the great; 

* A fafe companion, and an eafy friend, 

€ Unblamed thro* life, lamented in thy end : 
' € Thefe are thy honours ! not that here thy butt 
' Is aiix'd with heroes, or with kings thy duft, 

* But that the worthy and the good (hall fay, 

4 Striking their penfive bofoms — here lies G a v ;* 

Then follows this farther inscription, 

Here lie the afhes of Mr. John Gay ; 
The wariheft friend ; 
The rooft benevolent man : 
Who maintained 
Independency 
In low circumjUnces of fortune; 

Integrity 
In the midft or a corrupt age ; 
And that equal ferenity of mind, 
Which confcious goodaefe alone can give 
Thro* the whole courfe of his life. 

Favourite of the mufes 
He was led by them to every elegant art ; 
Refin'd in telle, 
And fraught with graces all his own ; 
In various kinds of poetry 
Superior to many, 
Inferior to none, 
His works continue ,to infoire 
What his example taught, 
Contempt of folly, however adorned ; 
Defoliation of vice, however dignified ; 
Reverence of virtue, however dugraced. 

Charles 
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Charles and Catherine, duke and duchefs of 
Queeniberry, who loved this excellent man living, 
and regret him dead, have caufed this monument 
to be ere&ed to hit memory. 

Mr. GayY moril character feems to have been 
very amiable. He was of an affable, fweet ddf- 
pofition, generous in his temper, and pleafant in 
his converfation. His chief failing was an ex- 
ceuve indolence, without the leaft Knowledge of 
ceconomy ; which often fubje&ed him to wants he 
deeded not otherwife have experienced. Dean 
Swift in many of his letters entreated him, white 
money was in his hands, to buy an annuity, left 
old age fhoold overtake him unprepared ; but Mr. 
Gay never thought proper, to comply with his ad* 
vice, and chofe rather to throw Jumfelf upon patro- 
nage, than fecure a competence, as the dean wifely 
advifed, As to his genius it would be fuperftuOQS to 
(ay any thing here, life works are in the hands of 
every reader of tafle* and fpeak ferthemfelves ; we 
know not whether we can be juftified in our opi* 
,aton, bat we beg leave to observe, that of all Gay's 
perfermtooes, hisPaftorals feem to have the highet 
nai&ing ; they aire perfe&ty Dork ; the chara&ers 
and dialogue aire natural and rurally fhnple ; the 
language is admirably faked to the pcrfons, who 
appear feKghtfuily ruftie. . 
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Philip Duke of Wharton. 



i 



TH E unhappy nobleman, the* memoirs of 
whofe Hfe we are now about to relate, was -en- 
dowed by nature with all thofe mining qualifications 
by which a great man can be formed. He pof- 
fefled a moft extenfive memory, a ftrongand lively 
imagination, and quick and ready apprehenfton. 

By the immediate authority of his father, our 
noble author's ftudies were confined to one particu- 
lar branch of learning ; with a view, no dou^t> 
that his ion's uncommon- genius might make the 
greater progress, and ihine with a fupertor luftrein ? 
that fpecies of erudition he had made choice of for 
him. On this account it was, that the earl his fa- 
ther would not permit the young lord to go to pub- 
lic or private fchools, or to any college, or univer- 
sity, but. had him carefully intruded by dpmeftic 
tutors ; and as be gave an early, difplay or .the moil 
aftonifhing parts, the.earl bent all his thoughts how 
to improve them in the bell manner, for his fon's 
future advantage. 

As foon as this fprightly genius, had laid a fuffi- 
cient foundation in claffical learning, he it u died hif- 
tory, particularly that of his own country, by which 
he was able to difcern tie principles of the confti- 
tution, the revolutions k has undergone, the variety 
of accidents by which it may be endangered, and 
the true policy by which it can be preferved. 
While he thus read hiftory, he became a politician ; 

and 
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and as he did not neglect other fciences, he acquir- 
ed a general knowledge both of life aad things; be- 
fore mod other perfom of diftindtion begin to read, 
or think at alL 

By 4 Jiis not receiving an. academical education* 
he efcaped that ftiffneis and aiorofenefs of temper- 
frequently,, contracted; by thofe who Jhave been for 
feme time condemned cto. a. 'collegiate obfcurity. 
Neither had he the.leaft tin&ure Of a haughty fupe- 
riority, arifingfrom the noblenefs of his birth,, and 
the iluftrfe of his abilities. Hist conversation was 
eafy, pjfafant, and inftr|cUve» always fuited to his 
coiy^iny, , of whatexer^uali^ humour, or capacity* 
thftywere, . y.i j '■> -.. ;.. • , : , 

-*iA*it jv*5 thf *arl 0/ Xtfharttfn'iyiew* to qualify 
h^ : fon to : fiU« that" high ftaiioniiiii/ which his birth 
woul4.one, day place him with advantage to his 
country* hi* great care was to form him a com- 
plea^.oratojr*} ,■ For, this parpofe feme of the princi- 
pal J&MTC 8 S*'.*be befc Englifti Tragedies were affign'd 
Sim&tintf.tQ&udy, particularly thofe of Shake- 
fpear, wh)ch Jie ufedfto reseat before a private au-» 
dience.) S^pvetiines his father gave .him fpeeche*: 
wJucjh jhad Jbjeen, uttered in the houfe r of peers, and, 
which Nthe yqung lord got by heart, and delivered: 
with* all the graces of action: a.nd elocution ; ; 
with fo much propiety of expreflion, emphafis 
of voice, and pronunciation wherever it was re~* 
quifite, asfhewed his. lord(hip was bo/n for this 
arduous province. Nor did the excellency ,of thefe; 
performances receive a fmall additional beauty from , 
the grac^fulnefs of his perfqn, which was at once 
foft and majeftic. 

Thus endowed by nature to charm and perfuade, 
what expectations, might not have. been formed on 
him I A youth of a,. noble defcent, who added to 
that advantage the jnoft aftaniihjng parts' ever, maa 
poffeffed, improved, by an /uncommon and well re- 
gulated education, j what pity kit, thisjliuftfioa*. 

young 
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young man, bom to have di&ated to the fame* 
anddtreaed the bufincft of a ftate* with theeyet of 
• people fixed upon him, mould fa]} fo tirceedingly 
fhort of thofe fair hopes, he had fo joftiy raifcd ia 
•very breaft. Ke wanted one quality, without 
which birth, fortune, and abilities, faffcr a con- 
*der«ble diminution. That quality j» prudence ; of 
which the duke of Wharton was fo defthute, that 
all his nam were loft to the world, and the world 
loft to him. 

The firft prelude to his misfortunes, may juft- 
ly be reckoned his falling ia love, and frirately 
marrying a young lady* the daughter of major ge- 
neral Holmes ; a match by no means fuited to ma 
birth, fortune and character i and far lefs to the 
ambitious views his father had of difpo&ng of him 
in fuch a marriage, as would have bee* a confider- 
able addition to the fdrtune and grandeur of hk i!~ 
lnftrious family. However disappointed the earl of 
Wharton might be, in his Con's marrying beneath, 
his quality ; yet that amiable lady who became hi* 
daughter-in-law deferved infinitely more felicity 
than (he met with by an alliance- with his family ? 
and the young lord wae not fo urih*pj>y mrfeftgh- 
any mifconduft of hers, as by the deatfr of hi* 
father, which 1 this precipitate marriage rs thought to* 
have haftened. The duke being fo early freed 
from paternal restraints, pronged himself into thofe 
numbertefo exceflfes, which became at laft- fatal to' 
him * and he proved., as Pope>exprdflfes it, f " ■"'■- 

A tyrant to' the wife his heart approve r 
A rebel to the very king he lov'dT 

The young lord in flue beginning of the year 
1716 indulged his defire of travelling and. {miming 
hi» education abroad 5 and as he sto* deigned to be 
infttufted in the ftrttteft Whig prkieiples, denev*: 
wsfo judged a proper plafce for his* refidetree. ' Oh . 

hia 
5 
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fcis departure from England for this purpofe, he 
took the rout of Holland, aadvsfitcdfevcral courts 
of Germany, ami that of Haaorer in particular. 

though his lordfhip was now potiefled of his fa- 
mily eftate, as much as a minor coaM be j yet Hm 
truftees very much limited his eftpences, and made 
him too moderate remittances, for a perfon of his 
rank and fpirit. This gave him great uneaamefs, and 
embanrafied him mnch in his way of !***&£• which 
ill fuited with the profusion of his tafte. To remove 
thefc difficulties, he had recourfe to mortgaging, 
and by premiums and large intereft paid to ufurers, 
foppUed his prefent ntccifities, by rendering his 
affairs flifl worfe. 

The unhappy diviiions irfcich reigned in England 
at the time thw young peer ttade his firft entry into 
public life, rendered it almoft impomble for him to 
Hand neuter, and on whatever fide he mould declare 
himfelf, ftili there was danger. The world gene- 
rally 'expe&ed he would follow the ftcps of his father, 
who was one of the firft Englifh gentlemen who 
joined the prince of Orange, and continued firm to 
the Revolution principles* and eonfequently approv- 
ed the Hanoverian racceffion* upon whole bafts it 
was built. But whatever motives influenced the 
young marquis - (for king William had beftowed 
this title on his father) he thought proper to join the 
contrary party. The caufe of his abandoning the 
principles of the Whigs it thought to bo this. 

The marquis being arrived at Geneva, he con* 
ceived fo gnea* a difguft at the dogmatical precepts 
of his governor, the restraints' he endeavoured to 
lay upon him, and the other inftances of ftrift dif- 
ciplineexerdfedin that meridian of Prefbyterknifm, 
that he fell upon a fchome of avoiding thefe intole- 
rable incumbrances ; f©> like a torrent long confined 
within its bounds by ftrong banks, ho broke loofe, 
and entered upon engagement*, which, together with 
the natural impctuofey of his tamper, throw h'm 

into 
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into fuch inconveniencies, as rendered the remain- 
ing part of his life unhappy. 

His lordfhip, as we have already obferved, being 
very much difgufted. with his 'governor, left him at 
Jpeneva, and as if he had been flying from a pefti- 
•lence, fet.out poft for Lyons, where he arrived 
.about the middle, of O&ober .1716. 

•The author of the duke of Wharton's life has 
informed u*» that the reafon of his lordfhip's leaving 
his gov«i*ior fo abruptly, was on account of the 
. freedom with which that gentleman treated him, a 
circumfonce very difguftful toja.perfon of his qua- 
lity. He took leave, of shim in the following 
manner. . 

f Hisjordfhip fomewhent in his travels had picked 
up a bear's cub, of wjuchhe was very fond, and 
carried it about with him ; but when he was deter- 
mined to abandon his tutor, he left the cub be- 
hind him, with the following note addreifed to 
hint, , it*. -, * 

. . • * >r • 

. ' . JBeing no longer able to bear with your ill-ufage, 
' I think proper to be gone fsom you 5 however, 
' that, you :«toy not want company, I have left you 

* the bear, as the moft fuitable companion in xhe 

* world, that could be picked out for you.' 

• Whan {fee marquis was at, Lyons he took a very 
ftrange ftej&f, little, expe&ed from him. He wrote a 
letter toitr/siChevalier Jie Sk. George, then: reading 
at Avignon,-*© wham he prefented. a, very fine ftone-> 
hor'fe. Upoa receiving this prefenty the Chevalier 
fent. a man of. quality to the marquis, who carried 
him privately .to his court, where he was received 
with the greateft marks of efteem* and had 
the. tide -or dubs 0/ Northumberland conferred 
upon him.. . ;He remained there however but one 
day, .- a^d then returned poft to Lyons ; from whence 
he fet qut.for Paris. He likewife made a vifit 

to 
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t& the^geen dwager of England, <ojnfo/t to kfng 
James tfie Jltf. tfoen /efiding at St, Germains, to 
whom Jie paid Jib court, purfued the &me rafh 
ineafures as at Asrignon. 

Pjjjriijg his gay at Paris,' Jris winning addrefs, and 
aftooilhing parts, gained Jb^rji the efteem And ad- 
miration of all J£rj&iih fubje&s of both parties who 
Jiappentd to he there- The earl of §tair» then em* 
ba&dor at the court of France from the king of 
Great Jritain^ aotwitjiftaiiding all the reports to 
Jhe marquis's diladvantajge, thought proper to mew 
fome reipeft ta$e j*preferrtatjive pf fo greaj: a fa- 
mily* which had, fo r^folutely-fupperfced the prefent 
IMlminifaation, e(pec.ially lis Jie w^s .a young man of 
fticTi great perfonaj accompliflunents, both natural 
gnd, acquired* and W^ft with a genius fo capable pf 
ferving his country even in the moll eminent 
ftation. 

Thefe cojiftderations induced lord Stair, who was 

* prudent, difcerning ra\nifter,.tp countenance the. 
youjig .marquis, give him frequent invitations to 
nis tab.le, and to u?e him with dJflinguimi.ng civility. 
The e^rl was Jikewifein hppss, by thefe gentle me&- 
fures, and this insinuating behaviour, to win him to 
his party, which he had good reafon to think he 
hated. His excellency never failed to lay hold of 
every opportunity, to give him fome admonitions, 
which were not always* agreeable to the vivacity of 
his temper, and fometimes provoked him to great % 
indifcrelions. Once in particular, the ambaflador 
■extolling the merit, and noble, behaviour of the 
marquises father, added, ' That he hoped he would 

* follow fo illuftrious an example of fidelity to his 

* prince, and love to his country, by treading in 
•* the fame fteps.* Upon which the marquis im- 
mediately anfwered., • That he thanked his ex- 

* cellcncy for his good advice, and as his excellency 

* had alio a worthy and deferving father, he hoped 
4 he^would likewiie copy fo bright an original and 
4 tread in all his fteps.' 

Vol.. IV. N<\ 19- N This 
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This was a fevere farcafm, as the amhaffiubr** 
lather had betrayed las matter in a manner that was 
quite flumeful. He acted the fame part in Scotland 
which Sunderland did in England. They pufhed 
ontcing James the lid. to take violent and uncon- 
ftitutional meafures, to make his ruin certain : They 
f ucceeded in their fcheme, and after the Revolution, 
boafled their conduct as meritorious ; but however 
neceflary it might be for king William, upon prin- 
ciples of policy to reward the betrayers, he had yet 
too good a heart to ajppnwe the treachery. — But 
to return to the marquis, we (hall mention another 
hf his juvenile fights, as an inftance to what ex- 
travagant and unaccountableexceEcs, the inconstancy 
-of his tempcrwould fometimes transport hhn. 

A young "Engliih furgeon, who went to Paris, to 
improve himfelf "in *is bufinefs, by obfenring the 
pra&ice in the celebrated hofpitals, raffing by the 
embaflador's houfe on the aoth of June at night, 
took the liberty to break his excellency's windows 
because there was no bonfire before Us door. Up- 
on this outrage he was feised and committedprifoner 
to Fort I/Eveque. This treatment of the young 
furgeon was relented by *the .marquis ; .but he fought 
for no otherfatisfaclion than to break the ambaflador*f 
windows a fecond time. Accordingly his lordflup 
jjropofed it to an tfilhJieutcnant -general, in the fer- 
; yice -of France, a gentleman of great honour and 
of the hizheft reputation for abilities in military 
affairs, defiring his company and affiftance therein. 
The general could not help fmiling at the extra- 
^v.xgance of the propofal, and with a great deal of 
good nature ad v: ft a his lord/hip by all means not 
to, make any fuch attempts; < bat if he was refo-, 
4 ]utely fcept upon it, he begg'd to be excufed 
* f io.ia feeing t qf the party, for it was a method of, 
«• making war fc> .which he had never been a£- fc< 
"XuiWirxJ.' /: J 
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We might here enumerate more frolics of the 
fame kind which he either projeded, or engaged in, 
bat we chafe rather to omit them as they reiteft btft 
liftlc honour On the marquis. — We thall only obferi ; c t 
that before he left Prance, an EngUfti gentleman of 
' diftinction expoftulating wkh him, ior fwervirig 
fo much from the principles of his father and his 
whole family, his lordlhip anfwered, ' That he had 

* pawned hi principles to Gordon the Pretender'* 

* banker for a considerable fum ; and till he could 

* repay him, he nroft be a Jacobite, but that when 

* that was done he would again return to the 
« Whigs/ % 

About the latter end of December 17 1 6, the 
marquis arrived in England, where he did not re- 
main long, till he fet.out for Ireland; in whieh 
kingdom, on account of Jhie extraordinary qualities, 
he had the honour dene him of being admitted, 
though under age, to take his (eat in that augirli 
•an%mhly of the houfe of peers, to which he had a 
right as earl of Rathfarnam, and 5 marquis of Ca« 
therlough. Here he efpoufed a very different in- 
tereft from that which, he had fo lately embraced* 
He diftinguifhed himfelf On this occafipa as a rio* 
lent partisan for the miniftry ; and afted In all other 
refpe&s, as well in his private as pubhc capacity, 
with the warmeft seal tor the government. The 
fpeeches which he made in the houfe upon many 
©ccafiona, uttered with fo much force of exprefiion, 
and niopfiety of emphafis, were an irrefutable de« 
mbnftratioh of his abilities, and drew upon him the 
admiration of both kingdoms. The marquis** ar- 
guments had very treat influence on which fide of 
die queftion foever he happened to be.— No &M4* 
man, either in that or the finglifh houfe of peer*, 
- ever acquitted himfelf with greater reputation, or 
betiavfcd with a moire becoming dignity than Jhj£ did 
daring thiiefion qf the Irifc pubament, 

Ni In 
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In confequence of this zeal for the new govern* 

•^tnent, (hewn at a time when they flood much *n 

need of men of abilities, and lb little expelled 

- from the young marquis, the king who was no 

flranger to the mod refined rules of policy, created 

him a duke, the higher! degree of a fu'bjecl. 

* . • 

In the preamble to his patent, after a detail of 
the merit of his father, and his ferviccs to -the go- 
vernment are illuftrated, his lordfhip\s bchanonr in 
Ireland and his early endowments are thus men- 
tioned. 

4 When we fee the fan of that great man, form- 

* inghimfelfbyfo worthy an example, and in every 

* action exhibiting a lively refemblance of his fa-u 

* ther ; when we confider the eloquence heJias ex- 
4 cried with fo much applaufe in the parliament of 

* Ireland, and his turn and application; even in 
'* early youth to tfee ferrous and weighty affair* of 

•" tjie public, we willingly decree him honours 

* which are neither fliperior t6 his nwits* not earlier 

* then the expe&atibta of our goodftejefts." . 

; As Toon as the duke of Wharton came 6f -agfe, 
he was introduced to the houfe of lords in fchglancl, 
with the like blaze of reputation, and raifed Jealdtt- 
fies in the breafls of the moil confumma'tely artful, 

"and bell qualified in the. houfe 6f peters. 'A littfe 
before the death of lord Stanhope, lis £race, who 

•was conllant in nothing but lnc'oriftancy, "agam 
changed fides, oppoied the court, and endeavoured 
to defeat all the fchemes of the miniftry. 

He appeared one of the moil forward Ahduigo*- 
oas in the defence of *ha btihop of RocJecitcjr, **d 

in 
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in oppofing the bill for infli&ing pains and penal- 
ties cm that prelate. 

The judicious obfervations he made on the trial 
o/ the biftiop, and the manner in which he fum- 
med up and compared a long and perplexed kind of 
evidence, with inimitable art and perfpicuity, may* 
be feen m the duke's fpeech upon that extraordinary , 
occasion, which is a lading proof of his amazing 
abilities in the legiflative capacity, as well as of 
his general knowledge of public bufinefs. 

He, however, did not confine this fpirit of oppo- 
fition to the houfe of lords, but exerted it both in 
city and country, promoting in all kinds of elections 
fuch perfons as were fuppoied to be no fautors of 
the court. Such was trie hatred he now conceived . 
to the miniltry, and fuch his defire of becoming 
eminent; that he even pu(hed )iimfelf into the city 
of London ; was invefted with the rights and pri- 
vileges of a citizen, and was entered a member of fc 
the"* wax- chandler's company • by virtue of which 
he appeared at all meetings, charmed all focicties, 
and voted in his own right upon all occafions. 

Nftwithftanding his aftonifliing activity in oppo- , 
fition tq the court, he was not yet fatisfied that he 
had. dope enough. He could not be in all places, . 
and in all companies at once. As much an orator , 
as he was, he could not talk to the whole na- 
ti#w, and ttarfeftte fee printed his thoughts twice a 
Wttki in a paper called fh* True -Briton, feveraJr ' 
theufan** of which being dtr^tfrfed weekly, the 
dtfk* wis ptarfed to find tfee whole kingdom * 
giving agendo* t* him, aftd admiring him a* 
an audio**' dfeugfc titey did not aratt*pp*«ve his 

• CSlwIIiPg. 

•lift owitletf jtapef s, wfckH were reckoned bp 
fottt thJMtadtrd ol*f oed f«n(e, and *)*gant vwit- 

-.• N] ing, 
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if ^» were coBe&ed together in bis life-time* and 
reprinted by his order, with a preface, & which 
lie gives his reafons Ibr engaging in an undertak- 
ii<5 fo w&commOn to a ptribn of his diftio&ioa. 

• Hers it Mill not be improper to remark, 
that notwifthSanding aH thofe inftances of the 
. dike's zeal, his fincerity in oppofing the mi- 
nuby was ye t fufpe&ed, as his former beha- 
viour was. fa A-ery inconfiftent with • it ; but he 
never failed to juitify himfelf throughout the dif- 
ferent and contrary courfes of his conduct, pre- 
tending always to. have ailed- confidently with the 
honour- and intereft of the realm. But he never 
Has able in this particular to obtain the public 
judgment in his favour. 

It is impo&b'e to reconcile all the various ac- 
tions of this' noble- m an . He was certainly too muck 
governed by whjm and accident. From this time 
forward, however, though he might fcviate from, 
the t ftrift rules cf a moral life, he canr.ot be faid 
to have done fo with refpeQ to his politics. The 
.fame principles on Which he fet out, he carried 
to his grave, with fteadinefs through all the events 
of fortune, and underwent fuch neceffities, as lew 
of his quality ever experienced* in a canfe, the 
revival and iuccefs of which had long been defpe- 
jate, v before he engaged in it 

" The duke's boundlefs profufion had ky this tie* 
fov burthened his e&ate, that a decree of chanceqp 
took hold on it, and rafted it in the hands of 
truftees for the payment of his debts, but not 
without making aprovifion of wool, per annum 
for. his frbfiflence., This allowance not bejng fuf- 
Jicient to fupport his tide with fuitable <hgni*y 
at home, he propofed to go abroad for tome 
year*, 'till his eftaee (hould dear itfelf of intoae- 
brance*.. His tends* for Jm own &k%< were 

plcafed 
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pleafed with this refolution, and every body con-, 
fidered this courfe as the moft prudent, that in. 
fgch circumftances could be taken. But in this 
the world was deceived, for he went abroad fronv 
no fuch prudent motive, oeconomy being a vir- 
tue of which he never had the lead notion in. 
any part of his life. His bufmefs at Vienna was 
to execute a private commiflion, not in favour of 
the Eaglilh miniflry, n^r did he ever (hine to* 
greater advantage, as. to his perfonal character, . 
than at the Imperial court 

From Vienna bis grfcee made a tour to the court 
of Spain, where his arrival alarmed the Engliil* 
minifier Co much, that two expreiTes were font 
from Madrid to London, upon the apprehenfion- 
that his grace was received, there in the character 
of an ambaifador, upon which the duke received, 
a fummons under the Privy Seal to return home. 
His behaviour on. this occafton was a fufficient 
indication that he ne^er defined to return to Eng- 
land, whilft affairs remained in the fame (late, and 
the adminiHration in the fame hands they then were, 
in. This he often declared from his going abroad, 
the fecond time, which, no doubt, was the occafion 
of his treating that folemn order with fo much indig* 
niry, and endeavouring to enflarne the Spanilh court,, 
not only againft the perfon who delivered the. 
warrant, but againft the court of Great Britain it- 
felf, for exerofing an ad of power, as he was. 
pleafed to call it, within the juiifdi&on of his 
Catholic Majefty. After this he a&ed openly in, 
the fervice of the Pretender, and appeared at his 
court, where he was received wkJi great marks, 
of favour. 

While his grace was thus employed abroad, hi% 
duchefs, who had been negjeded by him; died in 
England, on the 14th of April 1726, and left no 
iffue behind her. The lady's death gave the dulqe, 
•ft peal fliock. He was difcneombcred hi her 
If 4 annuity, 
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and had Wow an opportunity of mending his for- 
tune by marriage* 

Soon after this, the duke fell Violently in love 
with Madentoifelle Obern, a beautiful young lady* 
at the Spanifh court, who was then one of the* 
maids of htmour to the Queen of Spain. She 
was daughter of an Iri(h colonel in that fervice, 
who being dead, her mother lived upon a penlion 
the King allowed her, fp that this lady's fortune 
confined chiefly in her perfonal accompIifhments> 
Many arguments were ufed by their friends on 
both fides to difluade them from the marriage. 
The Queen of Spain, when the duke aflted 
her confent, reprefented to him in the mod lively 
terms, that the' confequen$e of the match would 
be mifery to both, and abfolutely refafed her 
confent. 

Having now no hopes of obtaining her, he fell 
into a violent melancholy, which introduced a lin- 
gering fever, of which he languished 'tilt he was 
almoft ready to drop into the ground. This cir- 
cumftance reaching ber Majefty's ear, ftie was mov- 
ed with his diftrefs, and fent him word to endea*- 
vout the recovery of his health, and as foon as he 
was able to appear abroad, fhe would fpeak to him 
in* a more favourable manner, than at their fall 
interview. The duke upon receiving this news, 
imagined it the beft way to take the advantage 
of the kind difpiafition her Majejfy was to ; 
and iumrroning' to his afliftance his little remain* 
ihg Arength, he threw himfelf at her Majefty'a 
feet, and begged of her either to give him Ma- 
dtmoifelie Obern, or not to order him to live, 
alluring her, in the language of tragedy, that (he' , 
was to pronounce the fentence or his fife, or 
death. The Queen consented, but told him he 
would fpon' recent it, and the young lady belH^ 
dazzled with the loftre of a dttca* title* and be* 
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fides having a real value for her lover, they were 
foon united bf an indiflbluMe bond. 

After the folemnization of hi* marriage, he* 
paffed fbme time at Rome,, where he accepted 
of a blue garter, affe&ed to appear with the 
title of duke of Northumberland, and for a- 
while enjoyed the, confidence of the exiled ' 
Prince. But as he' could not always keep him- 
faf within the bounds of the Italian gravity, and 
having no employment to antufe his adUve tern* 
per, he ran into- his' ufual excefTes, which giving 
offence, k was- thought proper for him to remove 
from that city- for the prefent, left he mould fall 
into actual difgrace, Accordingly the duke quit* 
ted Rome,- and went by fea to Barcelona, where 
hearing that the trenches were opening before 
Gibraltar, he refotved upon a new fcene of life, 
which few- fufpe&ed he would ever engage in. He 
w,rote* letter to the Kin? of Spain, acquainting, 
him, *Tkat he designed to take up. aims in his- 

* Majefty't fervice, and apprehending that his 

* ferots were going to reduce the town of Gi- 
Sbraltar under his obedience, he hoped he 
*» mould have his pemiffion to aflift at the fiege 
4 -as a volunteer.* 

Tins.- done, he went to the camp, taking hi* 
ducheft along with him, and was- received with all 
the marks of Fefpecl due to his quality. The 
Coede de la Torres, who commanded. there, de- 
feased him an obliging letter from the King his. 
mailer, thanking him for the honour he intended 
him, by fcrving in hit troops, and during that 
siege, appointed him his aid-de-camp, by which 
poft the duke was to give an account of all 
trantaAionB te lis Majesty fcimfelf, which obliged 
him t* be often* in the trenches, and to cxpofe 
Iris potto to- inwmeat danger. During this ftcge 
went of eoarave wa» never imputed to him.; on 
Ike twrtrary, $e was often guilty of the moft im- 
N s prudent 
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prudent raflmefs. One evening he went clofe 16 
the walls, near one atf the pofts ef the town* 
and threafrnad the Cottiers of the aarrifon. They 
afced who he was f h* readily rnifweredt «M4ubfe 
of Whautn-t end though he *p|kt*cd tliieto a* 
an enemy, they fnfftaed him t* retain to^tl trench* 
e; without, firing one (hot at him. * * 

This fiege was ended, and the 'gufce f*cerr*A< 
no other hit, than* wound mhis foot by the bail- 
ing of a grenade* and when nothing* mot* wee . 
to be done ite the camp, he went tecewrt, who* 
he was held in the ntmoft refpe& by the* priMfc. 
ral nihility. The King lihewifc, at a mn* of 
his favour, was fU*lc£ to am him a eon** 
miffion of Colonel Agregate (that was^the ternt|* 
to one of the Iritis reganenta* caB# ^hernia, 
and conimaadedUby the marquis de Cntelat; 

Con!d the dakenave been fetkfied wife that 
ftate of Ufe^ and regulated hnaapances aceording ' 
to hie income, he ham if the* in his power to Ihrfc. 
if not affluently, at i*aft*a%. But in a ihort- 
tin*? he. was ior changing she fteae of a&m? 
he gre^ weary of M*tfrid, and fet his heart o%' 
Home. Jn coniequence of this refblatiea, tm* 
prq& a letter to the Chevalier At St. George, * 
fall of refftft ami.fobmiffion, e*prcflmg a defile 
of vsfimg his come ; hut the Chetalter. returned? 
for anfwee, that he thought k mora ftdeMebia 
for his grade to draw ne*f England, than mafce 
a; tour to Rome* diat he might be able to aecam- . 
xnodate matters with the government at home, aftd 
take fome care of his pergonal eftafce. Thc,Cfce+ 
valif/ ^^y prudently judged, that fo wretched ^ 
o^eonemifr as the- duke, would *e ton great a.- 
burden to a perfqn, whose 4i«ncaft were not. at a ' 
much better condition, then hi* o*ft. fie that as ' 
it may, the duke feemed re&hred to fattow hit 
advice, and accordingly fef oat far fteete, iff 



v* 



y Google 



J 



PHILIP D. WHART0N. t *fc5 

company with his dschefi, and attended by two or 
three fervants, arrived at Paris in May 1728. He 
lent a letter to Mr v Walpole then embaifador 
there, to kt him know he defigned to , vifit him. 
That gentleman returned the duke a civil anfwer, 
importing, * that he lhould be glad to fee his 
' grace at his own time* if he intended it a pub- 

* Be vifit; if a private one, they would agfte 
^ upon an hour, that (houkt be moA convenient* 
.The duke declared that. he would come publicly., 
which he did next day, and his difcourfe with 
that tninito was fuiuMe to the ufual gaiety of 
his tamper* for though he fpoke of returning 
home, it waa in fiich an undetermined way, th.it 
Mr. Walpole could not guefi his real intentions. 
He received the duke however with his ufual cq»- 

Slaifence, and with a refpeft agreeable to his qua. 
^ ty, but was not a little furprked, when, at .part* 
ing, his grace told him, he was going to dine wixlv 
the bifhop of Rochefter. Mr. Wajpolc anfwered* 

* That if he had a deiign of making that prelate , 
•'■ a. vifit, there was no manner of occafkw for tell** 

' bghira of it' Thus they parted, aod.oever a* 
gain had another interview. 

The duke made little flay at Paris, but pro- 
ceeded to Rouen in his way, as forne imagined,', 
to* England; but there he.ftopt, and took up his rei. 
fidence, without reflefling in the leaii on t!>£ bufine/s 
that brought him ta France* tie. was fo Jar front* 
making any conceffion to the government in or- 
der to make, his peace, that he did not give 
hjmfelf the leaJflt trouble about his perioral efta&v 
or any other-, concern in England*. The duke haul 1 
about 600 1. in his. poJTefikm, when he arrived .at 
Rouen* where more of his fervants joined him 
. ftom Spain. There he farmed ,Bs hauflioljl, acid 
made a calculation, in which there appeared. to-be, 
h*t one miSake, that is, he proportioned h\$ 
sxpfnees, not according to his income, hut. (juajj- 
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ty ; and though every argument was ufed to con- 
vince him or this errof, at once fo obvious and 
fatal, yet he would hearken to no admonition while 
he Jiaa one crows left. 

At Rotreri, as in every other place, the duke 
charmed all thofe whtf converfed with -him; he 

( was warmly received by perfons of the firft di- - 

' iKnttion in that province, with whom he took 
the diverfion of hunting twice a week, 'rift fome* 
news arrived, which would have given interrupti- 
on to the mirth of any other rrfatn ; but the alte- 
ration was fcarce to be perceived fh Mm. 

This was a Bill of Indi&ment prefifotd agasnff 
Philip duke of Wharton, for high treafSn. The 
fad laid to his . charge was,, appearing m arms , 
before, and firing off cannon agairrft, his Majefty^s 

' town of Gibraltar. Here we cannot omit an 
anecdote, from' which the reader xriay draw what 
conclufion he pleafes. During the time the pro- 
ceedings againit the duke were at a ftand in tne 
long vacation, a gentleman of character, intimate- 
ly acquainted with the duke, and alfo with bh af- 
fairs in England y one who enjoyed the funfliine 
of court favour, and was a Member of Parlia- 
ment, went over to Rouen to vifit his grace, in 
company with another gentleman. Thefe two 
viiltants took a' great deal of pains to perfuade 
him to fubmit to the government, and re- 
turn to his eftate, which they aifured him he 
might do, ; by writing a letter to the King, or the mi- 
niftry: This alone, without any other pretenfiona 
to favour, was to re-eftablifh him, and leave hfan 

* the free enjoyment of 4iis eftate, which, rtotwith- 
ftanding all the redu&ions, would even thea have 
yielded 6000 1, a year. This point they ibtficited 
inceifantly, and their words of honour were give*» 
tQ remove all fcruple* his grace might hare about the 
performance of the conditions. Their interpofiti- 
ons were however in vain ; he rtfufed to rubmk 
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{ft the miniftry, .or write to the King, aad thought 
k beneath him to aflr a favour. 

Thb cbuduft of the duke may be imputed, by 
font*, to pride and obfthiacy, bht-a more natural 
tonftruttion it* thai he was afraid of treachery. He 
coufd not difeover upon what motives, two perfons 
whom he looked upon as creatures of the court* 
would give themfefves the trouble to come to 
Rouen* in otfor to perfoade him to a& far his 
own intercft, unlets they had fome; concealed views 
of fuch a nature, perhaps, as would prove fatal 
to him, fhou]d he. fubmit. 

He foon after this recehed advice from Eng- 
land, that his truftee* could remit hiih no more 
of his annuity, on account of the indi&menf pre- 
ferred against him. There was now a dreadful 
profpeft before him ; his money was wafted ; all 
future fupplies cut oh 7 ; and rhere was a large fa- 
mily to fupport, without any hope* of relief. He 
began' now to fee! the efleAs of the indi&menr,. 
which he before held in fo much contempt ; he 
complained of it as a rigorous proceeding, Wcaufe 
it laid him under a neceifity of afking a favour, 
and receiving it iff a public manner, which he 
fancied neither confident with his honour, or re- 
putation. Thus exafperatei againft the govern- 
ment^ he wrote the memorable paper which he con- 
trived to get. printed in Mift's Journal, Under the 
colour of an account at Mirevais and Sultan 
Izref, which contained fevere reflexions on the 
admrtrift ration. Mean time the duke*s credit at 
Rouen began to fink; he wad attended every 
morning with * ctmfidcraWc fevee, cornlAfrrg of 
the cradefmetr of that city, who came with im- 
portunate faces . to demand payment of their bHIs, 
which hedifeharged by quitting Rouen, leaving hit 
horfes atid equipage to be fold, ajut the money to 
bt divided among them. 

Tfce 
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The duke, before this event* had thrown himfeV 
«t the feet of the Chevalier de St. George, at the 
•ftty pjpffible refinance he had left. According he 
wrote him a jnoft moving letter, giving him a detail 
of hit prefent foifcrings, very pathetically represent- 
ing the diftrefs to which he wat reduced, end hum- 
bly imploring hit protection, with what little affift* 
ance might be neceffiury to enable ksm to fupport 
Inch a burthen of calamities at he found afberwiie. 
too heavy to beam* 

The duke having now returned to Paris* made a 
considerable reformation in his houfhold affairs* 
and placed himfelf in a private family, while the; 
duchefs went to a relation's at St. GeVmains. In the 
mean while the anfwer of the letter fent to Rome, 
came in its proper time, , in which hit imprudent? 
conduct was renrefented j bat at the fame time wat 
touched with to light and delicate a hand,, that 
it gave the duke but little uneafineji. No hones 
were given him, that he fhould be gratified in his 
extravagancies, or flattered in Ms levities; on the 
contrary he was told, * That as his paft condnd had 

* not merited any favour, nothing but bis fetor* 

* behaviour could recommend him to it.* The duke 
bad fufheient penetration to difcover by this hint*, 
that he was not likely to be abandoned, which was 
confolation enough to one of his fanguine temper, . 
in the then defperate nutation of his affaire.—— The, 
Chevalier de St. George foon after fent Kim aoool. 
fin: his fupport, of which he was no fooner in "ppfc. 
fleffion, than he fquendercd it away in a courfe of 
extravagance. In reality, money feemed to be fucb . 
a burthen to him, that he bent all hit thoughts to 
get rid of it as faft at poffible; and he wat aa_ untr 
willing his companions fhould be troubled with it 
as himfelf. At a proof of this ftrange fempct we 
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Jhall quotp-Gne inftance amongft many in the words 
of the writer of his life, whicLwiU fenre to fhew 
the hcedlcfs profuno* 6f that unaccountable noble* 
man. -, 

v v * A youngJiitoJord of the duke's acquaintance^ 
•• of * tweet obliging and generous difpofitioji, hqp> 
l - pening to be at St. Gennains^at the time his 
•grace was paying -a vifit to his lady ; the duke 
• *> canie to hint one night, with an. ais of bufinefs; 
•* and told his lordlhip that an affair of importance 

* called him inftaatly to Paris, in which no time 
** was to be loft, wherefore he begged the favour of 

* bis lordfhip's coach, the young nobleman lent 
. • it very readily, Dot at the duke was fteppjng into 

* it, he added, Ant he ftookLreckon.it. an additi- 

* onal obligation,- if his lerdftip would give him, 
4 - his company : As^the dnke was alone, . the young 
'lord cither could not, or would not, refufe him* 
'Theft went together for Paris, where they arrived 
«• about midnight. The duke's companion then. 

* fuppofihg his grace's bufineis might aemand pri* 
' vacy, onered to leave Jiim. and come again, wncn 
1 it ftouM be finiJhed ; but he auured.his lordihip 

* it was not neceflary ; upon which they w*nt upon 
« the following frolK together. The firft thing to 

* be done, was to hire a coach and four horfes; 
< the next to fed out the mafic belonging to the 
' Opera, fix or eight of which . his.-, grace engagei 

* 'at * let price: Th% young lord could not imagine 
•* in what this wouMead j till they returned to St. 
*• 0ermains, which was at. five^ the next morning ; 

when the duke matching dire&ly with his troop 
to the caftle, ordered tnem«to*firike upon the 
^fcurw Then the plot* broke out into execution* 
1 bebgnomoreBuu^toferena&fomeyminglsiulei* 

* near whofc apartments they then were. 

« This piece of extravagant gallantry being over, 

* the duke perfuaded the young lord to go about,* 

* mile off, to Poifly, where an Bngpfe gentleman 

.- i * 1 of 
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of th*k*ccm$Anta*&l**&: Hi*Ic*4*rtpe<jnftn*. 
Jng, fh* doke took #kk hiftv a pair of tnuftpets r 
-and a fcewU^drum, te> givo the mate- a mote mar- 
'^ai air : But to this the Opera mufic mad* on 
objection at fcft, bMuife as they nHotttd be want- 
ed that night in their, polls, they fhoald forfeit 
half aJouit d* or ea*H, iV non-appearance. Half 
a loott d\ or I iaya his gt arc, follow the dttke of 
Wharton, and all yo»r forfeitures flkall be paid. 
They did fa, and entered Ppiffy i» fuch a mnficaL 
manner, that they alarmed the* whole town, and 
Chair friend did hoc know Whether he had beft 
ke.p his houfe, or fly tor it j bet the affair waft 
foon explained* and the mafic al troop was enter- 
tained by the gentleman their friend, in a very 
handfem* manner. This frolic being now finiihed,. 
there was one thing; «*ore abfolntely neceffary^ 
vit. to difcharge the reckoning, upon which oc- 
cafion the duke in a very laconic manner addreffed 
kimfelf to the young lord.* My lord, fays he, • * I 
have not one livre in my pocket, wherefore I 
muft defire you to pay theft fellows, and I'll 'do 
as much for yon whenever I am able. Upon this 
his lordfhip with great chearfelncfs* paid ail de- 
mands, amounting to ay Idui* d* ort .* 



•• It may fcem a Grange obfereatiOft, hut k is cer- 
tainly true, that thefctfttte creation diners sot more 
from the rational in many refpects, than a man 
Jrom himfelf : That by fuffering paffions to ufurf 
the dominion of the fool, human riatere Is ftript 
«tf its dignity, debafed'fe die beads that perifh, and 
Hill rendered more igitoifrkrfeo* by the compkca- 
4eff* of guM** Wte hare already teen the duke of 
vWhatto* let ef as- the idol of an admiring people ; 
an auguft (effete lfiened toAe e^ehantmeirts of his 
*1oe\i«tftce; a fOWerM m4Miffry dreading his refo- 
kiCie*f ; fee vm W*md t Bettered; 'feared* ind 
tftoyodk VWtthkn-eo^ endAefctAc k IWAed. 
, • Obfeiro 
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Cbferve him defcending to the inoft abjeft trifling,, 
ftooping to the meaneft expedients, and the orator 
and (tatefman transformed to the vagabond and 
the wanderer. _ 

No incident in this nobfeman*s life has been re- N 
prefented more to his diladvantage, and is in itfelf 
more intereffcing than the following. The account 
which is here inferted was fent. to a friend by the. 
dake's exprefs order. . . 

A Scots peer with whom both the duke, and the, 
duchefs lived in great intimacy in Italy, happening, 
to come to Paris, when the duke was there, thfiy X 

renewed their acquaintance and friendship, and for 
fome time continued with mutual freedom, till, tike, 
duke had reafort to believe from what he heard from, 
others, that the petr had boafted favours from the, . 
duchefs of Wharton. 

This inftance of wanton vanity, the duke could 
not help refenting, though he often declared fmcc 
the quarrel, that he never had the lead fufpicior^ 
of the duchefs's honour. He refolved therefore* 
very prudently to call the Scots lord to an account* 
without letting him know it was for the dachef* or 
(b much as mentioning her name ; accordingly he 
took oceafioh to do it in this manner. 

It happened that the duke of Wharton aftd Vs» 
lordfhip met at a lady's whom they mutually vifitecf* 
and the duke dropping bis glove fcy chance,!^ 
Ibrdffiip took h up, and returned it to the duke * 
Virho thereupon alked him if he would take it up in* 
all it*s forms i To which his lordmip' anfwered, yes» 
my, lord, in all its forms. , 

Some days after, the (Juke gave a ball at $t„ 
frermakis, to wjiich he invited the Scots nobleman* 
and fome pexfqn jndifcretsly alked his grace whetier 
he had fofbicT the duchefs's dancing with fdrd C^— * 
' This gave the duke frefh reafoa to beKeve tjialf th% 
Scots peefhad been adminiftriag new grdunds fos 
his retoitment, by the wantbnnefs #f calumny: He 
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diiTeinblcdhUuiieafineis for the prefent, and vtrp 
£otitcly entertained die company till fivt o'clock 
ta the morning, when he went away without the 
Ceremony of taking leave ; and the next news that. 
was heard of him was from Paris, from whence he 
fcnt a challenge to lord C— d, to follow him to. 
Flanders. 

The challenge was delivered by his fervant, and 
was to this eftcft : « That his lordmip might re» 
4 member his faying he took op his glove in all its 

* forms, which upon mature reflexion, his grace. 

* looked upon to be fuch an affront, as was not to 
' be bom, wherefore he defired his lordihip to meet 
•' him at Valenciennes, where he would expeft him. 

* with a friend and a pair of niftols ; and on failure. 

* of his lordfhip's coming his grace would pofll 

* him, Sec. 

The fervant who delivered the letter, did' not 
keep its contents a fegret; and lord C d was. 
taken into cuffody, when Be was about fettling out. 
to meet his grace. All that remained then for his 
fcrdflur) to do, was to fend a gentleman into Flan* 
ders, to acquaint ihc duke with what happened to 
Him. Jfifr grace upon feeing the gentleman, i- 
magming him to be his lordftWs fecond, fpoke to^ 
him in this manner j ' Sir, I hope toy lord will 

* favour me fo far as to let us nfe piftols, becaufe 

* the wound I received in my foot before. Gibraltar, 

* in, tome meafiife difables me from the fword.' 
Hereupon the gentleman replied with fome emotion, 

* My lord duke, yon might chufe what you pkafes 

* my lord C ■ d will nght you with any wcagorj, 
. - from a fmall pin to a great cannon * but this is 

4 not the cafe, my lord is under an arreft, by order 
V of the duke of Berwick/ 

His grace being thus difappointed in the duel, 
and his money being almoft spent, he returned to 
Paris, and was alfo put under an arreft till rite af- 
fair was made op by the wtcrpofitjon of the duke 

of 
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Qf Berwick, under whole cognizance, it proper]/ 
came as Maffhai of France. 

The duke's behaviour on. this occafion* fi*. fat 
from being reproachable, feem* to be the molt 
manly a&ion of his whole life. What man o£ 
fpirit would not refent the behaviour of another, 
who ftould boaft pf favours from his wife, efpccial* 
1/ when, mi ail probability he never received 
any * . 

(lis grace's concluding th a. quarrel, fo as to &ve 
th 2 reputation of his duchefs, by not fo much as 
having her name called in question, was at once 
jprudent, and- lender ; for whether a lady is guilty 
or no* if the leaft fufpicion is once raifea, there are 
detraflors enough in the world ready to fix the (tain 
upon her. The Scots lord deferved the fevcreft 
treatment, for living in illicit friendftup with two 
perfons of quality, and then with an inficnous cruelty, 
endeavouring to fow the feeds of eternal difcord.be* 
tweend}em, and all to. gratify a little vanity: Than 
fuch a conduct nothing, can be more reproachable. , 

Not long after this adventure, a whim feized the 
duke of going into a convert, in order to prepare, 
for Eafter* ana while he was there, he talked, with 
fa much force and energy, upon all points of religion, 
that the pious fathers beheld him with admiration. 
Mankind were for fome time in fuipence, what 
would be the iffue of this new courfe of life i. but 
he foon pot an end to their fpeculations by appear* 
ing. again in, the world, and running headlong 
into as wild, courfes of vice! and extravagance,, as 
be had ever before done. He had for a com p a n i on ,. 
a. gentleman for wJiomhe^entcrmtneda very high 
efteem $ but one who was as much an enemy as 
poffible to fuch a licentious behaviour. In another 
fituation, our .noble, author would have found it a 
happinefs to be confiantly attended by a perfon of 
his honour^ probity, and good fenfe* but the duke's 

firaiqp 
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ftrange and unaccountable condu&, rendered the 
bed endeavours to ferve him ineffectual. In a letter 
which that gentleman wrote to a friend in London, 
he concludes with a melancholy reprefentation of 
the duke's prefent circamftances ; 

However, notwithstanding what I have 



* futiered, and what my brother madman* has done 

* to undo himfelf^ and every body who was fo un- 

* lucky as to have the leaft concern with him, I 
' could not help being fenfibly move4 on fo extra- 
r ordinary a vicHfitude of fortune, to fee a great 

* man fallen from that mining light, in which I have 

* beheld him in the houfe of lords, to fuch a de- 

* gree of ebfenrity, that I have beheld the meaneft 

* commoner here decline his company;, and the 
•' Jew he would fometijnes fallen on, grow tired 
' of it, for you know he is a bad orator in his cups t 

* and of late he has been feldom fober. A week 
•-'before he left Paris, he was fo reduced, that he 
4 had not one fmgle crown at command, and wa* 
•* forced tor thruS in with any acquaintance for a 
•* lodging : Walfh and I have had hint by tarns, all 
^ to avoid a crowd of duns, which he had of all 

* fees, from 1400 Hvres to 4, who hunted him fl> 
4 dofe, that he wa* forced to'rethe to fiwhe of 
«*the neighbouring villages fcr fefety. Ij fick as 
+• ¥ was'; hdfj i e d about Paris id jzet Mm money, 
•'and to St. f^crmains to get hitn linen. I bought 
*' him one t%irt and a cravat, which, with 500 

* livTcs, fcrs whtffe ftock, he and his duchefsr, ar- 
4 tended by one fervatit, fet out for Soahx. Aft- 
« the, news I have heard of hint finrce, is, that a 

* day or two -after he fitft for captain Briefly, 
4 and two or tfrre* of 1 Ms^fr menHys -tfr tblWwhim r 

* but -none but -the captain obeyed tlf# fitfifanms.. 
'•Where they are* itow I ctthttdi ttfl, Burffetr 
^theyontlUtt \tt grcafd gtr ^ ff fy&tit-tkfe/if'h* 
'->.. •«' «. haa. 
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« has had no other fupplies ; and foends my melan- 
* 'choiy ftory.* ^ ' 

In this deplorable fituation did the duke leave 
Paris, an inftance indeed of the ftrange reverfe of 
fortune, but for which he could not blame the 
Severity of providence, ox the persecution of ene- 
mies, bfut his own unbounded ptoftffioti, a flave 
to which he feems to have been born. As a long 
journey did not very well fuit with his grace Y~&- 
nances, fo he went for Orleans, thence fell down 
the river Loire to Nantz in Brhatry, and there he 
rtopt fome time *till he got a remittance from Pa- 
ris, which was fquandjered ahnoft as foon as re- 
ceived. At Nantz feme of his ragged tenants re- 
joined him. and from thenar he took Shipping 
with them rrom Blfboa, as if he had been carry* 
ing rctraits to the Spanish regirixent. from Bil- 
boa he wrote a humorous letter to > friend al 
Paris, fnch as his fancy, not his circamftances* 
di&ated, giving a Wbbrrfical accfount of his voyage, 
and his manner of paffing away hfc 1 ' time. Bat at 
the errtJ, as If he had been a. 'Btfc affeftod with 
his late mifconduft, he trottdides thus, * noasith- 
k landing fchat the •world may fay t>f me, 

* Be Hnd to ray remains, and-O! defend, 

'* A gairfft your judgment, yonr departed friend V 

* When the dnke arrived at : Birboa, he had 
neither friends, money, nor. credit,, more than 
what the -reputation of '3us ^panilh. corhmhlion 
procured him. Upon the ftrength of that he 
left his duchefs and fervant there, and went 
to his regiment, where he was obliged to fup- 
port himfelf upon die pay of 18 piftoles a 
month, but could get no relief for the poor la- 
dy and family he left behind him. The diftrefi 

* Thefe two lines are taken from Dryden, who addrefled 
them to Coagreve, when lie recommended to him the care of 
his works, * 
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of the duchefs was inexpreffible, nor is k off 
to conceive what would have been the confe- 
rence, if her unhappy circumftances had not 
reached the ear of another exiled nobleman A 
Madrid, who coukl not hear of her fufferings 
without relieving her. This generous exile, touch- 
ed with her calamities, fcnt her a hundred Spa- 
ni(h piftoles, which relieved her grace from a 
kind of -captivity, and enabled her to come to Ma- 
drid, where we lived with her mother and grand- 
mother, while the duke attended his regiment. 
Ijfot long after this, the duke's family had a great 
lofs in the death of his lady's mother, by which 
they were deprived of a penfion they before en- 
joyed from the crown of Spain; but this was for- 
tunately repaired by the interefi of a nobleman at 
court, who procured the duchefs's two fitters to 
be minuted (down for Maids of Honour to the 
Queen of Spain, whenever a vacancy would hap- 
pen, tut to enter immediately upon the falary of 
thefe places. Her Majefty hkewife took the du- 
chefs to attend her perfon. 

There have been many inftances of people, who 
have fuftained the greateft fhocks which - adverfity 
can inflict, through a whole life of fuflering, and 
yet at laft have yielded to the influence of a tri- 
fling evil : fomething like this was the cafe of the 
duke of Wharton, which the following ftory will 
Uluftrate. 

He was in garrifon at Barcelona, ^ and coming 
from a hall one night; in company with fame 
ladies, a man in a mafque, whom he did not know* 
was guilty of fome. rudericfs to him. The duke 
enquired who he, was,, and being informed that 
he was valet dc'chambrc to the marquis de -Ri* 
ihourg, governour' of Catalonia, h$ filtered him- 
felf to be transported by the firft motions of his 
jpaflion, and taned Him. ^The T&ciw complained 
of this ufage to his matter,' who Vit ixrft .tqol< no 

notice 
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^notice of it, imagining his grace would make 
(bme excufe to him for fiich a procedure; but 
whether the duke thought' it beneath his quality 
to make any apology lor beating a menial fer- 
vant, who had been rude to him, or would not 
do it dpon another account, he fpoke not a word 
about it. The marquis refenting this behaviour, 
two days after ordered the duke to prifon. He 
obeyed, and went to Fort Montjuich : as foon as 
he arrived there, the marquis lent him word, he 
might come out when he pleafed ; the duke an* 
fwered, he fcorned to accept liberty at his hands, 
and would not ftir without an order from the 
court, imagining they would highly condemn the 
•governour's conduct ; but the marquis had too 
much credit with the minifter, to luffer any di- 
minution of his power on that account ; he received 
only a iharp rebuke, and the duke had orders to 
repair to his quarters, without entering again into 
Barcelona. This laft mortification renewed the 
remembrance of all his misfortunes ; he funk be- 
neath this accident, and giving way to melancho- 
ly, fell into a deep confumption. Had the duke 
maintained his dual fpirit, he would probably have 
challenged the marquis, and revenged the affront 
of the fervant upon the matter, who had made 
the quarrel his own, by refenting the valet's de- 
fcrved correction. 

- About the beginning of the year 1731 he de- 
clined fo fait, being in his quarters, at Lerida, 
that he had not the ufe of his limbs, fo as to 
move without affiftance ; but as he was free from 
pain, he did not lofe all his gaiety. He continued 
in this ill ftate of health for two months, when 
he gained a little flrength, and found fome be- 
nefit from a certain . mineral water in the moun- 
tains of Catalonia ; but his conftitution was t03 
much fpent to recover the fhocks if had received. 
He rehpfed the* Mayfollowing at Terragana; whi- 
ther 
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ther he reinoyed with his re£im*nt; and. going to 
the above mentioned waters, die benefit whereof 
be had already experienced, he fell into one of 
thofe fainting fits, to which he had for fewjae time 
been fubjeft, Jn a fmall y ill age, and was utterly 
;deftitute of jdl .th* iieceflaries of life^ "till fome 
Charitable fathers nf a Bemardine -convent,, ofler- 
cd him what aff&ance -their houfe afforded. The. 
«"uke accepted their kind fropoial, upon whiqh 
they removed Jiifn to their convent, and admim- 
* ftered §H the feKef in their power- Under this 
hofpitaUf roof, after lan^uiihing a weejc, died the 
1 duke of ^"Wharton, wichoutpne Triend, ior acquain- 
tance to clofe hi* eyes, .Bis Mineral was perform- 
ed in the fame manner in which the fathers inter 
ihofe of thek own fraternity. 

Thus we bave 'ttxfteavoured -to exhibit an i» 
Adequate pi&ure of the duks of Wharton, a 
man wnofe life .was as ibrongly chequered 
with the vicifiitudes X)f fortune, as his abilities 
were various and .aftonifhing. He is an inHancc 
of the greaumbe;cility of intellectual powers, when 
once they fcurn the dictates of prudence, and the 
maxims of life. With all the luftre pf his under- 
fiandrng, when his fortune was wafted,* and his 
circumSancos low, he fell into contempt 4 they 
Who formerly worihipped him, fled from bin\, and 
«defpifed his wit when attended with poverty. So 
une. is it that. 

Want is the fcorn of evwy wealthy foot, 
And wit in rags is turn'd to ridicule. 

The duke of Wharton feems to have lived as if 
the world fhould be new modelled for him 1 for 
he would conform to none of the rules, by which 
the little happinefs the world can yield, ,is to be 
attained. But we (hall not here enlarge on his 
character, as. we can prefent it to the reader, 
drawn in the mofi lively manner, by the mailer- 

• ly 
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ly touches of Pope, who in one of his familiar 
chillies, thus characterizes him, 

POPE's Epiftle on the Knowledge 
and Characters of Me.n. 

Wharton, the fcorn and wonder of our days-, 
Whofe darling paflion was the luft of praife : 
Born with whate'er could win it from the wife. 
Women and fools muft like him, or he dies ; 
Tho' wondering fenates hung on all he {poke,. 
*The club muft hail him mailer of the joke. 
. Shall parts fo various aim at nothing new ? 
He'll mine a Tully and a Wilmot too ; 
Then turns repentant, and his God adores, 
With the fame fpirit that he drinks anct whores * 
Enough if all around him but admire, 
And now the Punk applaud, and now the Friar. 
Thus with each gift of 'nature and of art, 
And wanting nothing but an honeft heart ; 
Grown all to all, from no one vice exempt ; 
And moll contemptible, to fhun contempt ; 
His paflion flill to covet gen'ral praife, 
His life, to forfeit it a thoufand ways ; 
A conftant bounty which no friend has made ; 
An angel -tongue which no man can perfuade ; 
A fool, with more of wit than half mankind, 
Too rafh for thought, for action too refin'd ; 
A tyrant to the wife his heart approves ; 
A rebel to the very King be loves ; 
He dies, fad out-cad of each church and ftate, 
And, harder dill ! flagitious, yet not great. 
Afk you why Wharton broke thro* ev'ry rule ? 
'Twas all for fear die Knaves mould call him 
Fool. 

Pope's Works, Vol. HI. 
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The duke is author of two volumes of poems, 
of which we (hall feled the following as a 
fpecimen. % 

The FEAR of DEATH. 

Say, fov'rcign queen of awful night, 

Dread tyrant fay ! 
Why parting throes this lab'ring frame diftend, 

Why dire convulfions rend, 
And teeming horrors wreck th' aftonifh'd fight? 

Why (hrinks the trembling foul, 

Why with amazement full 
Pines at thy rule, and fickens at thy fway ? 

Why lowY- the thunder of thy brow. 
Why livid argers glow, 

Miftaken phantom, Tay ? 
Far hence exert thy awful reign, ^ 
Where tutelary ftirines and folemn bufts 

Inclofe the hallow'd duft : 
Where feeble tapers (hed a gloomy ray, 

And ftatues pity feign ; 
Where palecy'd griefs their wafting vigils keep, 
There brood with fullen ftate, and nod with 

[downy fleejL 
Advance ye lurid minifters of death ! 

And fwell the annals of her reign : 
Craek every nerve, flnice every vein ; 

And choakthe avenues of breath. 
Freeze, freeze, ye purple tides ! 

Or Icorch with feering flames, 
Where nature flows in tepid ftreams, 

And life's maeanders glide. 
Let keen defpair her icy progfefs make. 

And flacken'd nerves their talk forfake ; 

Years damp the vital fire. 

Vawn 
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Yawn all ye horrors of the flood ; 

And curl your fwelling (urges higher. 
. Survey the road ! 
Where defolating norms, and vengeful fates, 

The gawdy fcene deface ; 
Ambition in its wideft havock trace 
Thro* widow'd cities, and unpeopled nates. 

And is this all ! 
Arc thefe the threaten'd terrors of your reign t 
O dream of fancy 'd power ! 
Quit, quit, th' affe&ed ihew, 
This pageantry of grief, and laboured pomp of 

[woe. 
Draw, the pleafing fcene, 
Where dreadful thunders never rowl, nor giddy 

[tempeftstowV/ 
Scenes delighting ! 
Peace inviting, 
Paifions footh'd, and tumult dying ; 
JErsih rowting, 
Fears corftrouling, 
Always new, and always flying. 
We dread we know not what, we fear we know 

[not why, 
Our cheated fancy flirhiks, nor fees to die / 
Is -but to {lumber into immortality. 
All reconciling name ! 

In fpace unbounded as in power 5 
x Where fancy limits cannot frame ; 

Nor reafon launch beyond the more : 
*An equal ftate from all diftindion free, 
Spread like the wide expanfe of vaft immenfity. 
Seditious tumults there obey, 
And feuds their fceal forget ; 
Debated empires own one common fway, 
There learn'd difputcs unite ; 
Nor crowded volumes the long war maintain : 

There rival -chiefs combine 
To filHhe general chorus of her reign, 

O 2 So 
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Softreams from either pole, 
Thro* different tracks their wat'ry jounu«aTOwl* 
Then in the bleeding ocean Me their name, 
And with contenting waves, and mingl'd tides for- 

[s*er flow, the fame. 



Colonel Codrjnoto^ 

THIS gentleman was of the firit rank of 
wit and gallantry. He received his edu- 
cation at All Souls College in the univerfity of 
Oxford, to which he left a donation of 30,000 1. 
by his will, part of which was to be appropri- 
ated for building a new library "*. He was many 
years governour of the Leeward IAands, where he 
died, but was buried at Oxford. He is mention- 
ed here; on account of fame fmall pieces of po- 
etry, which he wrote with much elegance and po- 
litenefs. Amongft thefe pieces is an epilogue to 
Mr. Southern's tragedy called The Fate of Capua, 
in which are the following verfes ; 

Wives Hill are wives, and he that will be 

billing 
Mull not think cuckbidom deferves a killing. 
What if the gentle creature had been kiting, 
Nothing the good man married foe was mining. 
Had he the fecret of her birth-right known, *! 
*Tis odds the faithful Annals would haveihewn I 
The wives of half his race more lucky than his C 

own. ^ 

* Jacob, 

. : $OW*»,D 
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Edward Ward, 

AM A N of low extra&ion, and who never 
receiycd any regular education. He was ait 
imitator of the famous Butler, and wrote his Re- 
formation, a poem, with an aim at the Ume kind ' 
of humour which has fo remarkably dktinguilhed 
HucBbras. * Of late years, fays Mr. Jacob, h^ 
has kept a jmfclic houfe ut the city„ but in a gen- 
teel way. 1 Ward was, in his own droll manner,. 
a violent antagonist to the Low Church Whigs* 
and in confequencs of this,, drew to his houfe. 
fucji people as ha4 a m]nd to. indulge their fpleca 
againft the government, by retailing litde ftories 
of treafon; He was thought to be a man of ftrong^ 
.natural farts, and peuefied a- very agreeable plea- 
fantry of temper. Ward was much affronted wheai 
he read Mr. Jacob's account, in which he men^ 
tions his keeping a public houfe in the city, and 
in a book called A polio's Maggot, declared this 
account to be a great falfity, pro telling that his: 
public houfe was not in the City, but in Moor* 
fields *. 

The chief of this author's pieces are, 

v Hudibras Redivivus, a political Poem. 

Don Quixote, tranflated into HudibraiUc Verfc 
Ecclefia; & Faftio, a Dialogue between Bow-ftce- 
yle. Dragon, and the Exchange Gralhopper. 

* Nates on the Dunciad. 

O 3 A Ramble- 



y Google 



294 TheJLj fe of 

A Ramble through the Heavens, or The Revels 
of the Gods. 

The Cavalcade, a Poem. 

Marriage Dialogues, or A Poetical Peep into-tfte 
State of Matrimony. 

A Trip to Jamaica. - 

The Sots Paradife, or The Humours of a Derby 
Aleheufe. 

A Battle without Bloodfhed, or Military Difci- 
pline Buffoon 'd. 

Ail Men Mad, or England a Great Bedlam, 410. 
1704. 

The Double Welcome, a Poem ta the Duke of 
Marlborough. 

Apollo's Maggot m his Cups,, or The Whimfi- 
cal Creation of a Little Satirical Poets a Lyric 
Ode, dedicated to Dickey Dickenfon, the witty, 
but deformed Governor of Scarborough Spaw, 
8vt>. 1729. 

The Ambitious Father, or The Politician's Ad- 
vice to his Son 5 a Poem in five Cantos, 1733, the 
laft work he left finiraed. 

Mr. Ward's works, if colle&ed, would amount 
to five volumes in 8vo. but he is moft diftinguiftied 
by his London Spy, a celebrated work in profit. 
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Sir Roger L'Estrange. 

THIS gentleman was fecond fon of Sit 
Hammon L'Eftrange of Hunfton in Nor- 
folk, knt. and was born anno 1617 *. In the year 
1644 Sir Roger having obtained a commiflion 
from King Charles I. for reducing Lynne in Nor* 
folk, then in poflefEon of the Parliament, his de- 
fign was discovered to colonel Walton the gover- 
nour, and his perfon feized. Upon the failing of 
this enterprise he was tried by a court-martial at 
Guildhall, London, and condemned to lofe his 
life as a fpy, coming from the King's quarters 
Without drum, trumpet, orpafs; but was afterwards 
reprieved, and continued in Newgate feveral years. 
Sir Roger in a work of his, called Truth and 
Loyalty Vindicated, has informed us, that, when 
he received fentence of death, which was pro- 
nounced againft him by Dr. Mills, then judge ad* 
vocate, and afterwards chancellor to the bifhop of 
Norwich, he was call into Newgate, where he was 
vifited by Mr. Thorowgood and Mr. Arrbwfmith, 
two members of the aflembly of divines, who kind* 
}y offered him their utmoft in te re ft if he would 
shake fome petitionary acknowledgment, and fub- 
mit to take the covenant, which he refufed. But 

• Sec Gea Dift. Art, L'Eftraoge, 
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that he might obtain a reprieve, he wrote fercral 
letters to the earl of Northumberland, the earl of 
Stamford, and others of the nobility, from, whom 
he received favours. In the Houfe of Commons he 
was particularly obliged to Sir John Corbet, and 
Sir Henry Chohnondley. He was reprieved 
in order to a further hearing 5 but after almoft 
thirty months fpent in vain endeavours , either 
to come to a hearing, or to put himfelf into- 
an exchangeable condition, he printed a ftate of 
his cafe, as an Appeal from Che Court-martial to 
the Parliament, dated at Newgate in 1647. 

After almoft four years imprifonment, with his 
keeper's privity,he flipt intoKent,and then with much 
difficulty cot beyond fea. -About the latter end of 
Auguft 1653, upon the diffolution of the Long Par. 
Iiament, by Cromwel, he returned into Engfanc^ 
and prefemly acquainted the council, then fitting 
at Whitehall, that finding himfelf within the Act 
of Indemnity, he thought it his duty to give then! 
notice of his return. Soon after this he was fifcrved 
with' the following order, 

Wednefday September 7, 1655. 

Ordered, 

That Roger L'Eftrange be fent unto, to attend 
the committee of this council for examination. . 

John Thurloe, Secretary* 

This order laid him under a neceflity of attend- 
ing for his difcharge, but perceiving his bufinefs to 
advance very flowjy, and his father at. that time 
lying upon his death-bed, he was follicitous to 
have his difcharge as much haftened as poffible, 
that he might pay his duty to his father, whom he 
had not feen for many years before. Mr. Strick- 
land was one of the commiflioners appointed to 

examine 
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examineliim, and the peHbn from whom, in the 
judgment of his friends, he was to expect the lead 
favour. Mr. I/Eftrange therefore to render him 
more propitious to his purpofe, paid him the com- 
pliment of a vifit, telling him frankly that he was. 
returned upon the invitation of the Act of Indent- 
• nity ; and laying before him how much it con* 
cerned him, both in comfort and intereft, to fee 
hi* dying father. Mr. Strickland, in place o£* 
complying with Mr. L*Eftrahge's proportion, an- 
fweied, that he would find himfelf mhtaken, and 
that his cafe was not included in that Act. Mr» 
L'Eftrange's reply to him was-, * that he might have, 
been- fafe among the Turks upon the fame terms;* 
and fo he left him. From that time matters be* 
ginning to look worfe and worfe, he confide red it,. 
as his lad expedient, to addrefs Cromwel himfelf. 
After feveral difappointments, for want of oppor- 
tunity, he; fpoke to him at laft in the Cock-pit, 
and the Aim of his deftre was, either a fpeedy ex- 
amination, or that it might be deferred 'till he had 
feen his father. Gromwel remonftrated againft the 
reftleflhefs of his party, obferved, ' that rigour was*. 
4 not his inclination, but that he was but one man* 
<■ and could do little by himfelf; and that Mr. 

* L'Eftrange's pa«y would do well to give fome 

* better teftimony of their quiet, and peaceable in- 

* tentions.' Mr. I/Eftrange told him, * that every 
man was to anfwer for his own actions, at his own 
peril ;' and fo Cromwel took his leave. Some time. 
after this Mr. L'Eftrangc was called, and Mr. 
Strickland, with another gentleman, were his ex- 
aminers ; but the latter preffed nothing againft him. 
Mr. Strickland indeed infilled upon his condem- 
nation, and would have deprived him of the benefit of 
the Ad of Indemnity, telling him at laft, * that he. 

* had given no evidence of the change of his mind, 
' and confeqnently was not to be trotted.' Mr, 
I/Eftrange's final anfwer was to this effect, * that 

O 5 < it 
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* it was his intereft to change his opinion, if ije 

* could, and that whenever he found reafon £6 

* to do, he would obey the fenfe of his own mind.* 
Some few days after this he was difcharged *♦ 

* During the dependency of this affair (fays Mr. 
I I/Eftrange) I might well be feen at Whitehall, but 
« that I fpake to Cromwel on any other buiinefc 

* than this, that I either fought, or pretended to, 
' any privacy with him, or that I ever fpake to 

. * him after this time, I abfolutely difown. Con* 

* cerning the ftory of the fiddle f, this I fuppofe 

* might be the rife of it : being in .St, James's 

* Park, I heard an organ touched in a little low 

* room of one Mr. Henckfon's ; I went in, and 

* found a private company of fome five or fix 
' perfons. They deiired me to take up a Viol, 

* and bear a part. I did {o 9 and that part too> 

* not much advance to the reputation of my cunning. 

* By and by, without the leaft colour of deiign, or 

* expectation, in comes Cromwel. He found us 

* playing, and, as I remember, fo he left us.: — As 

* to bribing of his attendants, I difclaim it„ I 

* never fpake to Thurloe, but once in my life, 
' £nd that was about my difcharge. Nor did I 
' ever give bribe, little or great, in the family,' 

The above declaration Sir Roger was obliged 
to make, as fome of his enemies wanted to turn 
thofe circumflances of favour he received from the 
Oliverian government to his di fad vantage, and pre- 
vent his riling in court diftinclion. 

Sir Roger haying little paternal fortune, and 
T)eing a man rather. profufe than oeconomical, he 
had recourfe to writing, for bread. After the re- 
iteration he fet up a news-paper, which was con* 
tinued 'till the Gazette was firft fet on foot by 
Sir Jofeph Williamfon, under fecretary of ftate, 

* Truth and Loyalty,, ubi fupra. 

-f Sir Roger L*Eftrange was called, by ijrajr of <Urifto»> 
CromwclTa Fidlcr. 

for 
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fbr which, however, the government allowed Mr. 
L'Eftrange a consideration. Mr. Wood informs us, 
that our author publifhed his paper twice every week v 
in 4to. under the title of The Public Intelligence 
and News ; the firft of which came out Auguft the 
31ft, 1663, and the other September the 3d, the 
fame year. * Thefe continued till the 9th of Ja- 
.' nuary 166c, at which time Mr. L'Eftrange defift- 
*ed, becaute in the November before, there were 
- * other News- Papers publifhed twice every week, in 
« half a meet in folio. Thefe were called The 

* Oxford Gazettes, and commenced the 7th of No- 

* vember, 1665, the king and queen, with theif 

* courts being then at Oxford, Thefe for a little 
' while were written by one Henry Muddeman; but 

" * when the court removed to London, they were 
4 called the London Gazette. $oon after Mr. 

* Jofeph Williamfon, under fecretary of State, pro- 

* cured the writing of them for himfelf} and there- 

* upon empldyed Charles Perrot; M. A. and fellow 

* of Oriel College in Oxford, who had a good 

* command of his pen, to do that oflre under 
*•• him, and fo he did, though not conftantly, till 
' about 167 1 ; after which time they were conilantly 

* written by under fecretaries, belonging to thofe 
' that are principal, and do continue fo to this 

* day.' 

Soon after the popifh plot, when the Tories be- 
gan to gain the afcenaant over the Whigs, Mr. 
L'Eftrange became a zealous promoter of the Tory 
intereft. He fet up a paper called the Obforvator, 
in which he defended the court, and endeavoured to 
invalidate thofe evidences which were given by 
Oates's party againft the Jefuits. He likewife wrote 
a pamphlet, in which he attempts to prove, that Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey's murther, for which fo many 
fuffered,and fo great a flame was railed in the nation, 
was really perpetrated by himfelf. He attempts to 
(hew that Sir Edmundbury was a melancholy enthu* 
O 6 fiaftic 
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fiaftic mni ; that he was weak in his understanding, 
and abfurd in his condud. The activity he difcovered 
in Oates's plot, had raifed him to fuch reputation^ 
that he was unable to bear it, and therefore the na- 
tural enthurlafm of his temper prompted him to 
snake himfelf a facrifice, from a view of advancing 
the Proteftant caufe, as he knew his murther would 
be charged upon the Papifts. 

: Mr. L'Eftrange's reafoning, being only conjec- 
tural, and very improbable, is therefore far front 
conclufive ; It is certain that there never was a more 
intricate affair than this. We have read the trials 
ef all thofe who fufrered for this murther, chiefly 
upon the evidence of one Prance, and one Bedloe* 
who pretended to have been accomplices ; but their 
relation is fo inconfiftent ; their characters fo very 
infamous, and their reward fcr being evidences fup- 
yofed to be fo confiderable, that the moft candid en* 
ijuirer after truth, can determine nothing pontively 
concerning it. All who fuffered for the popiih plot, 
denied their knowledge of it; the four men whd 
were executed, as being the perpetrators perfifted to* 
the laft in protefting their innocence of it. After 
•all, the murther of Sir Edmuudbury Godfrey is per* 
haps one of thofe fecrets,- which will ever remain. " 
fo, till the hearts of all men are laid open. 

Thefervices, Vvhich Mr. L'Eftrange rendered th$ 
court, procured him the honour of knighthood ; and 
he ferved as a member for Winchefter, in the par- 
liament called by king James the lid. 1685. Bu& 
things taking quite a different turn in that -prince's 
reign, in point of liberty of confcience, to what moft 
people expected, our author's Obfervators were 
dropt, as not being fuitable to the times ^ However 
he continued licenfer of the prefs 'till the ac- 
ceffion of the prince of Orange to the throne; in. 
whofe reign, on account of his Tory principles, 
and his attachment to his late mailer, he met with 
ibme troubles. He was fuffered however to defcend 
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to the grave in peace, though he bad in a manner 
furvived his undemanding. He died December i z % 
1705, in the 88th year of his age. 

* Befides Ims Obfervators, which make three 
volumes in folio, he publifhed a great number of 
poetical and other works. Winftanley, in his Lives 
of the Poets, faye, * That thofe who (hall consider 

* the number and greatnefs of his books, will ad* 

* mire he mould ever write fo many ; and thofe 

* who have read them, coniidering the {kill and 
< method they are written in, will admire he mould 

* write fo well. Nor is he lefs happy in verfe thaA 
' profe, which for elegance of language, and quick* 

* neft of invention, aefervedly entitles him to the: 
' honqur of a poet.'* 

The following are the titles of fame of his works*, 
viz. CoHelftions in Defence of the King. Tolera- 
tion Difcufled. Relapfed Apoftate. Apology for 
Protcftants. Rich ardagainit Baxter. Tyranny and 
Popery. Growth and Knavery. Reformed Catholic. 
Free-born Subjefts. The Cafe Put. Seasonable 
Memorials. Anfwer to the Appeal. i/Eftrange 
no Papift ; ill anfwer to a Libel, in titled L'Eftrang* 
a Papift, ,&c. with Notes and Animadvertions upon 
^4iles Prance, Silver-Smith, cum multis aliis. Thi 
Shammer Shamm'd. Account Cleared. Reforma- 
tion Reformed* Diflenters Sayings, in two Parts. 
Notes on Colledge, the Proteftant Joiner. Citizen 
and Bumpkin, inhtw* Parts. Farther Difcovery in 
the Plot. Difcovery on Difcovery. Narrative of 
the Plot. ZeVael and Ephraim. Appeal to the 
King and Parliament. Papift in Mafquefade. An* 
fwer to the fecond Character of a PopHh Succeflbr. 
ConMerations upon a Printed Sheet intitled, The 
Speech of Lord Ruflel to the Sheriffs : Together 
with the Paper delivered by him to them, at the 
place of execution, on July 16&3* 

* Gcjjsral Di&kmary* 

Theft 
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Thefc pieces with many more, were printed in 
quarto ; befides which he wrote the following, vjz. 
The Hiftory of the Plot in Folio. Caveat to the 
Cavaliers. He tranflated into Englifh CiceroV 
Offices ; Seneca* s Morals, Erafmus's Colloquies ; 
Quevedo's Vifions ; Bona s Guide to Eternity ; Five 
Love Letters from a Nun to a Cavalier ; JbfephusV 
Works; iEfop's Fables. 

Mr. Gordon, author of the Independent Whig, 
and tranflator of Tacitus, has very freely cenfured 
L'Eftrange. He beftows very freely upon him the- 
epithet of a buffoon, an ignorant droll, &c. — —He 
charges him with having no knowledge of the Latin 
tongue; and fays, he is unfit to be read by any 
perfoa of tafte. That his ftile is full of technical 
terms, and of phrafes picked up in the ftreets, 
from apprentices and porters. 

Sir Roger L'Eftrange tranflated the third Book of 
Tacitus, an author ofwhom Mr. Gordon made ah 
entire translation. To raife the reputation of bis 
own performance, he has abufed that of L'Eftrange, 
in terms very unfit for a gentleman to ufe, fuppofing 
the cenfur^e had been true. Sir/ Roger's works in- 
deed are often calculated for the meaneft capacities, 
and the phrafe is confequently low ; *but a man muft 
be greatly under the influence 6Y prejudice, who can 
difcover no genius in his writings ; nor an intimate, 
acquaintance with the ftate of parties, human life* 
and manners. 

Sir Roger was but ill-rewarded by the Tories, for 
having been their champion,; the latter part of his 
life was clouded with poverty, and though he de- 
fended in peace to the grate, free from political 
tufmo Is, yet as he was bowed down with age and 
diftrefs, he cannot be faid to have died in comfort. 

He 
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He had feen much of the world, examined many 
characters* experienced the viciihtudes of fortune, 
and was as well inftru&ed as any man that ever 
lived, in the important lefibn of human life, viz. 
That all things are vanity. 






Mr. Edmund Smith. 

THIS diftinguifhed poet was fon of an emiv 
nent merchant, one Mr. Neal, bjr a daughter 
of baron Lechemere *. Some misfortunes of his 
father, which were foon followed by his death, oc- 
cafiohedour author's being left very young in the 
care of a near relation (one who married Mr. NeaPs 
mother, whofe name was Smith). 

This gentleman treated him with as much tender- 
nefs as if he had been his own child, and placed 
him at Weftminfter-fchool, under the care of Dr. 
Bufby. After the, death of his generous guardian 
(whofe name in gratitude he thought, proper to 
affume) he was removed to Chrift's Church in Ox- 
ford, and was there by his aunt handfomely fup- 
ported till her death ; after which he continued a 
member of that learned fociety, till within five 
years of his own. Some time before his leaving 
thrill- Church, he was fent for by his mother to 

' * Sec the Life and Character of Mr. Smith, by Mr. Oldif- 
vrorth, prefixed to hit Phaedra and Hippolituj, edit. 17 19. 

Worcefter, 
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Worctfter, and acknowledged by her as a legiti- 
mate ion. We chufe to mention this circumftance, 
in order to wipe off the afperfion which felly and 
ignorance caft upon his birth *. 

Iji honour to Mr. Smith it (honld be remembered, 
that when he Good a candidate for one of the uni- 
veriities, at the Weftminfter election, he fo peculi- 
arly diftinguiihed himfelf by his confpicuous per- 
formances, that there arofe no fxnall contention be- 
tween the reprefentative electors of Trinity- College 
in Cambridge, and Chrift-Chnrch College in Oxon,. 
which of thofe two i:luftrious focieties mould adopt 
him as their own. But the electors of Trinity Col- 
lege having the preference of choice that year, they 
reiolutejy elected him ; but being invited at the fame 
time to Chrift-Church, Mr. Smith chofe to accept 
of a ftudentlhip there. 

He pa/Ted through the exercifes of the college, 
and the nniverfitv, with unufnal applanfe ; and tho** 
he often fuffered his friends to call him off from his 
retirement ; yet his return to his ftudies was fo 
much the more paffionate, and his love of reading 
and thinking being fo vehement, the habit grew 
upon him, and the feries of meditation and reflexion 
being kept up whole weeks together, he could bet- 
ter arrange his ideas, and take in fundry parts of a 
fcience at one view 1 , without interruption or confufion. 
Some of his acquaintance, who were pleafed to 
^liftinguilh between the wit and the fcholar, extoll'd 
him altogether on account of the firft of thefe ex- 
cellencies ; but others, who were more candid, 'ad- 
mired him as a prodigy in both. He had acquired 
reputation in the fchools, both a3 a philosopher 
and polemic of extenfive knowledge, and deep 
penetration, and went through all the courfes with 
a proper regard to the dignity, and importance, 
of each fejence. 

* Oldifwprtb, ubi fepr**. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Smith had a long and perfect intimacy with 
all the Greek and Latin Claffics ; with whom he 
had induftrioufly compared whatever was worth pe- 
rating in the French, Spanifh, and Italian, and all 
the celebrated writers in his own country. He con-* 
Jidered 'the antients and moderns, not as parties, or 
rivals for fame, but as architects upon one and the 
fame plan, the Art of Poetry. If he did not always 
commend the competitions of others,it proceeded not 
from ill-nature (for that was foreign to his temper) 
bat a ftri£l regard to juftice would not fuffer him td 
caH a few flowers elegantly adorned, without much 
art, and lefs genius, by fo diftinguifhed a name as 
poetry. He was of Ben Johnfon's opinion, who 
could net admire, * 

— **— Verfo*, as finootli and fori; as eream, 
In which their was neither depth m>rftr^*n4% 

Mr. Smith's Fodleian Oration, printed with his 
Ofh€r wwks, though taken freta * remote and in*, 
f erfecl copy, has fhe'wn th* world, how great a 
matter he was of Ciceronktn Eloquence. Since 
Temple and Rofcommon (fays Mr. Otdifworth?) 
' No rrfan underftood Horace better, efpeeialry afs 
4 to his happy didtton, rolling numbers, beautiful 

* imagery, and alternate mixture of die foft and 
« fublime. His friend Mr. Philips's Ode to M*. 

* St. John, after the manner of Horace's Lufory, 

* or Amatorian Odes, is certainly a mafter-oiece : 

* But Mr. Smith's Pocoekius is of the fublimer 

* kind ; though like Waller's writings upon Cronv 

* well, it wants not the moft delicate and furprizing 

* turns, peculiar to the perfon praifed.' 

He was an excellent judge of humanity, and fo 
good a hiftorian, that in familiar conversation, he, 
would talk over the moft memorable fads in anti- 
quity* 
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quity ; the lives* anions, and characters of cele- 
brated men, with amazing facility and accuracy. 
As he had carefully read and diilinguifhed Thuanns's 
works, fo he was able to copy after him : And his 
talent, in this kind was fo generally confefs'd, that 
he was made choice of by fome great men, to write 
a hiftoty, which it was their intereft to have execut- 
ed with the utmoft art, and dexterity ; but this de- 
iign was dropp'd, as Mr. Smith would not facrifice 
truth to the caprice, and interefted views of a 
party. 

Our author's Poem, condoling the death of Mr. 
Philips, is full of the nobleft beauties, and pays a 
juft tribute to the venerable afhes of that great man. 
Mr. Smith had contracted for Mr. Philips the moft 
perfect friendftup, a paffion of which he was very 
fufceptible, and whole laws he confidered as (acred 
and inviolable. 

In the year 1707 Mr. Smith'sTragedy called Phae- 
dra and Hippolitus was acted at the Theatre-Royal, 
This play was, introduced upon the ftage, at a time 
when the Italian Opera fo much engroiTed the at- 
tention of the polite world, that feme was facrificed 
,to found. It was drefs'd and decorated, at an ex- 
traordinary expence : and inimitably perform'd 

in all its parts, by Betterton, Booth, Barry, and 
Oldfield. Yet it brought but few, and (lender audi- 
ences.—- To fay truth, 'twas a fine Poem ; but not 
an extraordinary Play. Nptwithftanding the intrinfic 
.merit of this piece, and the countenance it met with 
from the moft ingenious men of the age, yet it lan- 
guifhed on the ftage, and was foon neglected. Mr. 
Addifon wrote the Prologue, in which he rallies the 
vitiated tafte of the public, in preferring the unideal 
entertainment of an Opera, to the genuine fenfe of 
a Britiih Poet. 

The 
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The PROLOGUE. 

Long has a race of Heroes filPd the ftage, 

That rant by note, and thro' the gamut rage $ 

In foDgs, and airs, exprefs their martial fire, 

Combat in trills, and in a feuge expire ; 

While lulPd by found, and undifturb'd by wit, 

Calm and ferene, you indolently fit ; 

And from the dull fatigue of thinking free, 

Hear the facetious fiddle's rapartee ; 

Our home-ipun authors muft forfake the field, 

And Shakefpear to the foft Scarlatti yield. 

To your new taffce, the poet of this day, 

Was by a friend advis'df to form his play j 

Had Valentini mufically coy, 

Shun'd Phaedra's arms, and fcorn'd the profier'd 

It had not mov'd your wonder to have feen, 
An. Eunuch fly from an enamour'd queen. 
How would it pleafe, mould Ihe in Englifh 

fpeak, 
And could Hippolitus reply in Greek ? 

We have been induced to tranferibe thefe lines of 
Mr. Addifon, in order to have the pleasure of pro- 
ducing fo great an authority in favour of the Engliih 
drama, when placed in contradiilinclion to an en- 
tertainment, exhibited by Eunuchs and Fidlers, in 
a language, of which the greateft part of the audi- 
ence are ignorant ; and from the nature of which 
n6 moral inftru&ion can be drawn. 

The diief excellence of this play certainly con- 
iifts in the beauty and harmony of the verification. 
The language is luxuriantly poetical. The paffion 
of Phaedra for her hufband's fon has been confider- 
ed by fome critics as too unnatural to be (hewn on 
the ftage ; and they have obferved" that the poet 
would have written more fuccefsfully if he had con^ 
^ verte4 
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verted the fon into a brother. Poetical juftice- is 
carefully distributed ; Phaedra and Lycon are juftly 
made the fuflerers, while Hippolitus and Ifmena 
efcape the vengeance of Thefeus. The play is not 
deftitute of the pathetic, tho 1 much more regard is 
paid to the purity and elegance of the language, . 
than a poet more acquainted with the workings of 
the heart would have done. We mall give an 
example to illuftrate this observation. When 
Thefeus* reproaches Hippolitus for his love to Ifmena, 
and at the fame time dooms him, as the victim 
of his revenge and jealoufy, he ufes thefe words, 

Cahfl: thou be only ckar'd by disobedience, 
And jtfftined by crimes i — What! love my foe ! 
Love one defcended from a race of tyrants, 
Whdfe blood yet reeks on my avenging fword ! 
I'm curft each moment I delay thy fate : 
Halle to the (hades, and tell tie hajppy Pallas, 
Iimena's flames, and let. him tatfe fuch ioys 
As thou giv'ft me; go telr applauding Minos, 
The^ pious love you bore his daughter Phaidra ; 
Tell it the chatt'ring ghofls", and Tiiftng furies, 
Tell it the grinning fiends, till Hell found nothing 
*To thy pleas'd ears, but Phaedra and Ifmena. 

We cannot fuppofe that a man wrought tfp ta 
fury, by the flame of jealoufy, and a (enfe of a- 
fronted dignity, could be fo particular in giving his 
fon directions how to behave in hell, and to whom. 
' he mould relate the (lory of his fate, ' When any 
paflion violently overwhelms the foul, the perfoa 
who feels it, always /peaks fententioufty, avoids 
repetitions, and is not capable of much recollection^ 
at lead of making a minute detail of circumftances. 
In how few words, and with greater force would 
Shakefpear have conduced this fpeech of Thefeus. 
An example will prove it : when Othello is inform-! 
ed that Caflio is Sain, he replies, 

Ha* 
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Had all his hairs been lives, 

My great revenge had ftomach for them all. 

When Phaedra is made acquainted with the ruin of 
Hyppolitus, the poet makes her utter the following 
beautiful fpeech, which, however, is liable to the 
fanie obte&ion as the former, for it feems rather a 
ihidied declamation, than an expreffion of the moft 

-agonixing throes (he is then fuppofed to experience. 

What's life? Oh all ye Gods ? can life attone 
Porall the monftrous crimes by which 'tis bought? 
Or can I live* when thou, O Soul of honour! 
O early hero 1 by my crimes art ruin'd. 
, Perhaps even now, the great unhappy youth, 
Falls by the fordid hands of butchering villains ; 
Now, now he bleeds, he dies, — O perjur'd traitor! 
See his rich blood in purple torrents flows, 
And nature Tallies in unbidden groans ; 
Now mortal pangs diftorthis lovely form, 
His rofy beauties fade, ' his ftarry eyes 
Now darkling.fwim, and fix their clofing beams; 
Now in fhort gafps his lab'ring fpirjt heaves, 
And weak \y 3 utters on his fartYing tongue, 
And ftruggles into found. Hear, moniter hear, 
With his iaft breath, he Qurfes purjured Phaedra: 
He fummons Phaedra to the bar of Minos ; 
Thou too (halt there appear; to torture thee 
WhoteHell (hall be employ 'd, and'fufTring Phaedra 
Shall find fome care to fee thee ftill more wretched. 

No man had a jufter notion of the difficulty of 
compoling, than Mr. Smith, and he fometimes 
wftiM create greater difficulties than he had rea- 
fon to apprehend. Mr. Smith had, indeed, fome 
defects in his conduct, whkh thofe are more apt 
to remember, who could imitate him in nothing 
elfe. Amongft the blemifhes of an innocent kind, 

4 which 
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which attended Mr. Smith, was his extreme care- 
leflhefs in the particular of drefs; this oddity pro- 
cured hinj the name of Captain Ragg. His per- 
fon was fo well formed, and he poflefied fo much 
natural gracefulnefs, that notwith {landing the dis- 
advantage of his appearance, he was called, by 
the Ladies, the Handfome Sloven. 

It is to be wondered at (fays Mr. Oldifworth) 
that a man under poverty, calamities, and dis- 
appointments, could make fo many friends, and 
thofe fo truly valuable. He had, indeed, a noble 
idea of the paffion of friendfhip, in the fuccefs of 
which, confuted the greateft, if not the only hap- 
pinefs of his Life. He was ferene and chearful 
wider the difpenfations of proyidencej he avoided 
having any dealings with mankind' in which he 
could not be juft, and therefore refufed to em- 
brace fome opportunities of amending his fortune. 

Upon Mr Smith's coming to town, no man was 
more furrounded by all thofe who really had, or 
pretended to wit, or more courted by the great 
men, who had then a power and opportunity of 
encouraging arts and fciences. Mr. Smith's cha- 
racter grew upon his friends by intimacy, and ex- 
ceeded the ftrongeft prepofleflions which had been 
conceived in his favour. A few years before his 
death, Mr. Smith engaged in lbme confiderable 
Undertakings; in all which he raifed expectations in - 
the world, which he lived not to gratify. Mr. Oldif- 
worth obferves, that he had feen about ten fheets 
of Pindar translated into Englifh, which, he fays, 
exceeded any thing of that kind, he could ever 
hope for in our language. He had drawn out a 
plan for a tragedy of Lady jane Grey, and had 
written feveral fcenes "of it : a fubject after- 
wards nobly executed by Mr. Rowe. His great* 
eft undertaking was Longinus, which he executed 
in a very mafterly manner. He propofed a large \ 
addition to this work, of notes and obfervations 
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Of his own, with an intire fyflem of the art of 
poetry in .three books, under the title of Thoughts, 
Action, and Figure; in this work he propofed 
to reform the art of Rhetoric, by reducing that 
confufed heap of Terms, with which a long fuc- ) 
ceffion of Pedants had incumbered the world, to 
a very narrow compafs; comprehending all that 
was ufeful and ornamental in poetry under each 
head, and chapter. He intended to make remarks' 
upon jA\ the ancients and moderns, the Greek, 
Latin, Engliih. French, Spanilh, and Italian po- 
ets, and to anamadvert upon their feveral beauties 
and defects. 

Mr. Smith died in the year 1710, in the 42d 
of his age, at the feat of George Ducket efq; 
called Hartham, in Wiltfhire ; and was buried in 
the parifti church there. We fhall give the cha- 
racter of this celebrated poet in the words of Mr. 
Oldifworth:— " He had a quicknefs of apprehen- 
" fion and vivacity of undemanding, which eafily 
"took in, and furmbunted, the moil knotty parts 
" of methematics and metaphyfics. His wit was 
" prompt and flowing, yet folic! and piercing; his 
*• tafte delicate, his head clear, and his manner of 
" expreiSng his thoughts perfpicuous, and en- 
• f gaging; an eager, but generous, emulation 
44 grew up in him, which puuYd him upon ftriving 
*' to excel in every art and fcience, that could 
" make him a credit to his college : and it was 
44 his happinefs to have feveral cotemporaries, 
•• . and fellow (Indents, who exe^cifed and excited 
" this virtue in themfelves and others: his judg- 
" ment naturally good, foon ripened into an ex- 
44 quifite finenefs, and diftinguifliing fagacity, 
<' which as it was active and bufy, fo it was vigo- 
44 rous "and manly, keeping even pace with a 
" rich and ftrong imagination, always on the 
" wing, and never tired with afpiring; there are 
** many of his firft eflays in oratory, in epigram, 

"elegy 
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" elegy and epic, Jttll handed about the univerfi- 
** ty in manufcript, which (hew a mafterfy hand, 
" and though maimed and injured by frequent 
" transcribing, make their way into our m.pft eel e brat- 
*' ed mifcellanies, where they mine with unconv 
** mon luftre. As hi* parts were extraordinary, ib 
** he well knew how to improve them ; and not 
*' only to polifli the diamond, but encbafc it in the 
" moll fohd and durable metal. 

*' Though he was an academic the greateft part 
" of his life, yet he contra&ed no fournefsof tem- 
4C per, no tincture of pedantry, no itch of difpu- 
*• tation, or obftinate contention for the old, or new 
" philofophy, no afiuming way of dictating to o- 
"' thers, which are faults which fome are inienfibly 
"' led into, who are constrained to dwell within 
■" the walls of a private college." Thus far Mr. 
Oldifworth, who has drawn the character of his 
deceafed friend, with a laudable fondnefs. Mr. 
Smith, no doubt, poffeffed the higheft genius for 
ppetry ; but it is certain he had mixed but too lit- 
tle in life. His language, however luxurioufiy po- 
etical, yet is far from being proper for the drama, 
and there is too much of the poet in every fpeexh * 
he puts in the mouths of his characters, which pro- 
duces an uniformity, that nothing could teach him to 
avoid, but a more general knowledge of seal life and - 
characters. It is acknowledged that Mr. Smith was 
much inclined to intemperance, though Mr. rOldif- 
worth has glofied it over with the hand of a friend % 
Hor is it improbable, that this difpofitioafunk himin 
that vis inertia?, which has been the haneof many 
of the brighteft geniufes of the world. Mr. Smith 
was, upon the whole, a good natured man, a great 
poet, a finiihed fcholar, andadifcerning critic. 
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Daniel De Foe. 

THIS gentleman acquired a very confi* 
derable- name by Jijs. political and poetical 
works ; his early attachment to the revolution, in- 
tereft, and the extraordinary seal and ability with 
which he defended it. He was Jbred, fa.yg. Mr. Ja- 
cob, a Hofier, which profeffion he forfook, as un- 
worthy of him, and. became one of the mo& en- 
terprizing authors this, or any* other age, ever pro- 
duced. Tlve work by which he is mod diitinguiih- 
ed> as a poet, is his True Born Englishman, a Sa- 
tire, occafioned by a poem entitled Foreigners, 
written by John Tutchin, efq; *. This gentleman 
(Tutchin) was of the Monmouth faction,, in the 
r^eign of King Charles II. and when that unhap- 
py prince made an attempt .upon his uncle's 
.crown, Mr, Tutchin wrote a political piece jn his 
favour, for whicb, fays Jacob, he was fo feverery 
bandied by Judge Jeffries, and his fentence was 
fo very uncommon, and (o rigoroufly executed, 
that he petitioned King James to be hanged. 

Soon after the revolutiop, the people, who are 
reftlefs in their inclinations, and loath that, to-day, 
for which they would yefterday have facrificed 
their lives, began to be uneafy at the partiality 

# Jacob, voJ.ii. p. 309* 

Vol. IV. N°. 20. P their 
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their new Kins difcovered to his countrymen. 
The popular diicontent rofe to fuch a heighth, 
that King William was obliged to difmifs his Dutch 
guards, *nd though he died in poflcffion of the 
crown of England yet it proved to him a crown 

>.©f thorns, and heipent fewer peaceful moments in 
his regal ftation, than before his head was envi- 
roned with anuneafy diadem. De Foe, who feems 
to have had a very true notion of civil liberty, 
engaged the enemies of the new government, 
and levelled the force of his fatire againfi thofe, 
who valued themfelves for being true-born Englifh- 

- me«. Heexpo&s the fallacy of mat prepofTeffion, by 
laying open the fource* from whence the Englifh 
have fprung. * Normans, Saxons, and Danes, 

* lays he, were our forefathers ; we are a mixed 
- 4 people j we have no genuine origin} and why 

4 ihould not our neighbours be as good as we to 

* derive from ? and I muft add *, that had we been 
4 an unmixed nation, I am of opinion, it had been 
4 to our difadvantage : for to go no farther, we 
4 have three nations about us clear from mixture 
4 of blood, as any in the world, and I know not 

* which of them we could wifh ourfelyes to be 

* like ; I mean the Scotch, WeMh, and Irifh, and 
4 if I were to write a reverfe to the fatire, I would 
4 examine all the nations of Europe, and prove, 
4 that thefe nations which are the moft mixed, are 
4 the bed, and have lead of barbarifm and bruta- 
4 Hty amongft them.* Mr. De Foe begins his fa- 
tire with the following lines, 

Wherever God ereds a houfe of prayV, 
The devil always builds a chapej there : 
And 'twill be found upon examination, 
The latter has the largeil congregation. 

• Sec Preface to the True Bora EngUAmaa. 

After 
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After paffing a general cenfufe on the furround- 
ine nations, ttalv, German/, France, &c. he then 
takes l a,view of Etiglaiti which he "charges with 
tht tl atk' crime : t>f ingratitude, We enumerates 
tfce 'feVeraf nations from Whence we are derived, 
Gafefs, S**fttts,©anes, JHih/Scots/&c. and fays, 

1 From this amphibious ill-born mob began 
- That cvairiiltsn&turd ihing^ an Englishman.. 

-This fatlre, written in a rough unpoliflbcd 
manner, without art, or Tegular plan, obtains ^ 
iOMe very bold and mafculine flrokes again ft the 
ridiculous vanity of valuing ourfelves upon defcent . 
and pedigree. In the conclufion he has the follow- 
ing itrong, and we fear too juft, obfervation. 

•Could but our anceftors retrieve their fate, 

• And fee their offspring thus degenerate ; . 

: How we contend for birth, and names unknown; 

1 Ahd'buiM 6n their paft'a&idns, not our own ; , 
Tney'd cancel records, and their tombs deface, , 
And openly difown the vile degenerate race : 
. For fame of families is all a cheat, 

• Tis perfnal virtue only makes us great. 

The next fatirfe of any confequence which Dc 
Fog wrote, w*as entidcH Reformation, of Manners, 
in which Hfome private chara&eri? ate feverely at- 
tacked. It & chiefly aimed at fome perfons, who 
being veiled with authority • to iupprefs vice, yet 
rendered themfelves- a difgrace to their country, en T 
couraging wickednefs by that very authority they 
have to fupprefs it. * 

Poetry was far from being the talent of De Foe. 

He wrote with more perfpicuity and ftrength in 

pftfc, arid he foem* to have underftood, a* well 

4 P * as 
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here. A Printer of a bad reputation collected a 
fourious and erroneous copy of fever al pieces, of 
De Foe, and entitled them The Works of the An- 
thor of the True Born Engliihma*; .^and Jhoogh 
lie was then embroiled with; the .government .for 
one of the pamphlets which this .collection con- 
tained, yet had this man the impudence to i print 
amongft them the fame pamphlets,, prefuming fo 
far upon the partiality of the public refeptment; 
that he mould pafs with impunity for publilhing 
that very thing for whkh the author was to be pro- 6 
fecuted with the utmoft fe verity. This,* however; 
was an irrefiftible testimony, that the, resentment 
fhewri to the author was. on fame Qthei\ and lefs 
judifiable account, than • the publication >.j)£l that 
book j fo was jt a fevere fatire on the fmtfarinefs 
of the miniftry, who had not eyes to difcern their 
juitice plainly expofcd> and their general proceed- 
ings bantered by a Printer, for publiflung in de- 
fiance of them that fame bqok for .which another 
manhood arraigned. . :; i ..\ ,*/ 

Mr. De.Foc, who pofleffed a r$fqlufe temper, and 
a. moil confronted fortitude of ijroind* -was never 
awed by the threats of power,. nor deterred from 
{peaking truth by the infoleace of the great. 
Wherever he found vice helaihed it, and frequent* 
ly, as Pope fays, he _ : , . » 

DafhM the, proud ,gam*ft$r from his gilded car, 
Bard the mean breaii that lork'd beneath aftaf. 

For fome vigorous attacks againft thft meafures of 
a prevailing party, which Mr. De Foe reckoned 
unconstitutional and unjuft, he was profecttted, and 
received fentence to itand on the pillory *, which 
punifhmenthe underwent. •> . - i 

At the very time he was in the hands of the mir; 
ijiftry, to ftiewAhj? invincible .fo/c^. of his mini),. 

he 
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he wrote a Hymn to the Pillory, as a kind of de- . 
fiance of their power. ' The reader ((ays he) * i* 

* defired to obferve this poem was the, author's 
' declaration, even when in the cruel hand* of a 
' mercjlefs, as well as unjuft miniftry* that the 
' treatment he had from them was unjuft, exor- 
' bitant, and consequently illegal.* As the minl- 
ftry did not think proper to profecute him for 
this frefli infult againft them, that forbearance was. 
conftrucd a confejhon of guilt in their former pro- 
ceedings. 

In the (econd volume of onr author's works, rsr 
a piece entitled More Reformation, a. farire upoa 
himfelf. We have already taken, notice of a fa- 
tire of his called Reformation of Manners, in which 
fome perfonal characters are ftigmatized, which; 
drew much odium on Mr, De Foe. This fatire 
called More Reformation, is a kind of fuppfement 
to the former. In the preface he complains- of the 
fevere ufage he had met with, but, fays he, * that 
' the world may difcern that I am not one of thofe 
' who pra&ife what they reprove, I began this 
' fatire with owning in myfctf thofe fins and mis- 

* fortunes which I am no more exempted from, 

* than other men ; and as I am far from pretend- 

* ing to be free from human frailties, but forward- 

* er to confefs any of the errors of my life, than 

* any man can be to accufe me ; I think myfelf 
' in a better way to reformation, than thofe who- 

* excufe their own faults by reckoning up mine. 

* Some that have heard me complain of thfo 
•• hard ufage, have told me, there is fomething of 

* a retaliation of providence in it, /or my be- 

* ing fo very free with the characters of other 

* men in a late fatire called The Reformation of 

• Sec Preface to vol. ii. 

P * • Man>« 
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Manners. To this I anfwrr, &■£, in that fatire, 
or any other I ever wrote, I have always care* 
fully avoided lathing any ihaiTs private infirmi- 
ties, as being, too fenfible of my own; hut if I 
have fingled out any man by character, it has 
either been fuch, as intending to reform others, 
and execute the jaws againft vdoe, have been the 
greateft examples, and encouragers of it in their 
own practice ; or fuch as have been entroftesd 
with the executive power -of juftice, and having 
been called upon by the laws to reform us, have 
been a public reproach to the magi ft racy of this 
nation,, .and aught to be punifhed by the laws 
they have been protected by. 

1 Secondly, 1 have never made any man's dif- 
afters, or misfortunes, the fubject of my fatire. 
I never reproached any man for having his houfe 
burnt, Imps caft away, or his family ruined.* I 
never lampooned a man becaufe he could not 
pay his debts, or for his being- a cuckold. 

* Thirdly, I never reproached any man for his 
opinion in religion, or efteemed-hkn the worfc 
for differing in judgment from me. 

* If therefore the fcandalous treatment I have re- 
ceived is juft on me, for abufing others, I muft 
afk fuch, who is the man ? Where is the cha- 
racter I have given that is nor juft ? and where is 
the retaliation of providence, that thefe men en- 
title khemfelves to in loading me with falfities 
and lies, as a juft punifliment for my fpeaking 
truth. 

' But p-x on him,, faid a certain fober gentle- 
man, he is a .Whig f , and. what.heed he have med- 
dlecl with his own J>arty, could not he have left 
them out, there were characters enough on the 
other fide ? . t . 

« Why 
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* Why. realty ; I VnufTown/.I-know JU> .Tylijg^ or 
** Tory' ill vice; .tttevitidus and' tlie virtuous are 
' the only two parties I have to do with ; if a vi- 
4 cious, lewd, debauched magistrate happened to 
4 be a WJiig, what then ? let.hin^ mend Jifcrnan- 

* ners, arid lie may be a WMg ftilU and ^not, the 

* reft oiigKttobeamamed ftr Bim ? * J ^' 

We Jiave beei^ induced to malce this extract, a» 
it teems to '(hew the genius, and Spirit of the, author 
in a more advantageous light, than, we could have 
otherwife done. Though he was a refolute affert- 
er of Whig principles, and a champion for the 
* caafe of liberty , yet was he never blinded hy; par- 
ty* 'prejudice,' frut.cbuld difcerri defigning, and felf- 
m men, and' ftrip them of their t^feuifes, thoiigh 
joined with Wm in the Ifeme political conteus.. 

Inthe cohcUfion of tie Hymn 1 to the Piiioryy 
Which is written with great ttrength of expreffian, he 
rfffigns the rcafons for his being doomed to- that 
ignominy: .'..'* < . . , . 

~ i( *¥hoii JWgbeif of :, tlU law: % $aii8 up.an# Qpea^c^. % 
'*' ;d 'Thy long nidiconilruMTilefjide'Dr^ak, : ..." «* 
'*-'- Tell W,' ' who, 'tis lipoii $hy ridge (lands' there*. 
So full of fault, and yet fo void of fear ; t 
'' And from the paper in: his hat, 
" * " Let all mankind te totd for what. 

Tell them it was becaufe fte was too bold',. 
*- And tdld thofe-truths whicfr-fliould not ha* been 
k told, 

Extol the juftice of the land 
Who punilh what they will not underftand' ;. 
\ \ , Tell them that he Hands there 

For (peaking what we would not hear; 
-.".*, And yet he might ha' been fecure, 
' X'Mad'Ke faid lefs, or would he ha' faid'more. 
'' ) " : Tell them that it was his reward, 

,<.:.»: i .. :< Alid worfe is ye> for him prepar'd," 
' i%nu P 5 Becaufe 
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Becaufe his foolifh virtue was (o nice ■ » 

As not to fell bis friends, according to his friepd* 

advice, 

And thus he's an example made,. 
To make men of their hopejtyjajfjjaid, \ 
• That from the; time to come they may* : 
: More willingly 'their friends betray, 
Tell them the mmifters that placed him herev «. 
Arefcandal to the times, 

Are at a lofs to find his guilt. 

And can't commit his crimes. 

^ There are ih the fame volume many other -ppev 
tka! pieces, and political, and polemical ***#$» the- 
greateft part of which' are written, with gr,eat 
force of thought, though in an unpolished irregu- 
lar ftile. The natural abilities of the author* (for 
he was no feholar) feem to .have been very higlu 
He had a great knowledge of men and thing s> 
particularly what related to the government, and 
trade of tnefe kingdoms. He ,wro^e many pacir 
phlets on both, which were generally well .receiv- 
ed, though his name was never prefixed* •. ft* 1, 
imagination was fertile, ftrqng* and lively, as may 
be collected from his many works of fancy, par- 
ticularly his Robinfon Crufoe, which was written 
in fo natural'a manner, and with Co many proba- 
ble incidents* that, for fome time after its publi- 
cation, it was judged by moft people to be, a true 
ffory. It was indeed written upon a model en* 
tirely new, and the fuccefs and efteem it met 
with, may be ascertained by' the many editions- 
it has fold, and the fums. of money which have 
been gained by it. Nor was he lefs remarkable 
rn his writings of a ferious and religious turn, 
witnefs his. Religious Courtfhip, and his Faipjly 
Inftru&or; both of which ftrongly inculcate the 
wotfliip of God, t^e relative ,d.utieji of hufbands, 

wives, 
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wives, parents, and children, not in a dry dogma- 
tic manner, bnt in a kind of dramatic way, which- 
excite? curiofity, keeps the attention awake, and' . 
is extremely interefting, and pathetic. 

We have already feen, that in his political capa- 
city he was a declared enemy to popery, and a 
bold defender of revolution principles. He was- 
held in much efteem by many great men, and 
though he never enjoyed any regular poll under 
the government, yet he was frequently employed 
in matters of truft and confidence, . particularly in 
Scotland, where he feveral times was fent on af- 
fairs of great importance, especially thofe relative 
to the union of the kingdoms, of which he was 
one of the negotiators. 

It is impoflible to arrive" at the knowledge of 
half the traits and pamphlets which were writ, 
ten \>y this laborious man, as his. name is not, pre- 
fixed, and many of them being temporary, have 
periled like all other productions of that kind, 
when the fubjecls upon which they were written are 
forgot. His principal performances,, perhaps, are 
thefej. 

A Plan of Commerce, an efteemed Work, in one 
krge vol. 8vo. of which a new edition was lately 
publiihed. 

Memoirs of the Plague, publiihed in 1665. 

Religious Courtfhip. 
• Family Inftru&or. Two Volumes. 

Hiftory of Apparitions (under the name of More* 
ton.) 

Robinfon Crufoe. Two Volumes. 

Political Hiftory of the Devil. 

Hiftory of Magic. 

Caledonia, a Poem in praife of Scotland, 

De Jure Divino, a Poem. 

Englifh.Tradefmao* &.c. 

Hiftory of Colonel Jack* 

Cjcveland-« Memoirs, &c. arc alio- faid to be his. 

P 6 Confi* 
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Confidered as a poet, Daniel I>« Foe is not fo 
eminent, as in a political light : he has taken no 
pains in, verification ; hi* ideas are mafculine, hi* 
expreffions coarfe, and his numbers generally rough. 
He feems father to hare ftadied to fpeak truth, 
by probing wounds to the bottom, than, by em- 
belliftung his verification, to give it a more ele- 
gant keennefs. This, however, feems to have 
proceeded more from careiefT&e& in that particu- 
lar, than want of ability : for the following lines 
in his True Born Englishman, in' which he makes 
Britannia rehearfe the praises of her hero,' King 
William, are harmoniously beautiful, and elegant- 
ly polifhed. 

BRITANNIA. 

The fame of virtue 'tis for which I (bund, 
And heroes with immortal triumphs crown'd. 
Fame built on folid virtue fwifter flies; 
Than .morning light can fpread my eaftern ikies. 
The gathering air returns the doubling found,. 
And long repeating thunders force it round ; 
Ecchoes return from caverns of th& deep ; 
Old Chaos dreamt on'tjn eternal deep, 
Time helps it forward to its late ft urn, _ - . 
From whence it never, never (hall return; 
Nothing is heard fo far, or.lafts fo long ; 
Tis heard by evty ear, and fpoke by eVry 
tongue.. 

My hero, with the (a/Hof hononr fadQ 
Rifes like the great genius of the world. 
By fate, and fame, wifely prepared to be 
The foul of war, and life of victory. 
He fpreads the wings of virtue cm.th* throne*,, 
And every wind or glory fans them on* 
Immortal trophies dwelt upon his brow, 
Freih as the garlands he has won bat now. 

What 
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What provocation De Foe* had ^ given to 
Bop a we cannot determine, but he has, not efcaped 
the lain of that gentleman's pen. Nir. Pope in 
his fecond book of his Duciad thus ijpeaks pf him ; 

Earlefe on high ftqod unabauVd De Foie^ * \. 
And Jutchin flagrant from the fc9o$ge ! beloy. 

It may be remarked that -he has jqined him -with 
Tutchin, a man, whom judge. Jeffoes had pr-? 
dered to be fp inhumanly whipt through the 
market towns, that, as we have afceafly o^rved, 
he petitioned the King to be hanged* This feve- 
' rity foured his temper, and , after the depoikioa 
and death of King James, he indulged Vis ro* 
fentment in infulting his mem&ry. This may be 
the reafon why Pope has ftigmatized him, and 
perhaps no better a one can be given for his attack-, 
mg De Foe, whom the author of the Notes fc> the 
Dunciad owns to have been a map of* ports.. . &0, 
Foe can never, with any propriety, be ranked a~ 
mongft the dunces ; for whoever reads his works 
with candour and impartiality, muft be convinced 
that he was a man of the ftrongeft natural powers, a 
lively imagination* and folid judgment, which, joined, 
with an unfhaken probijty in his moral <K>nduc>, and 
an invincible integrity in his political fphere* ought 
not only to fcreen him from the petulant attacks of 
fatire, but tranfmit his name with fome degree of 
applauife to pofterity. 

De Foe, who enjoyed always a competence, and. 
was feldom fubjeft to the necemties of the poets, 
died at his houfe at I fling ton, in the }jear 1731* 
He left behind him one fon and one daughter. 
The latter is married to Mr. Ht&ey Baker, .4. 
gentleman well knows in the phil<*fephkAl woshL •/ 

Mrs# 
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Mrs* Elizabeth Rowe* 

THIS lady was born at Ifcheftcr in So- 
merfetfhire September ir, 1674, beings 
the eldeft of three daughters of Mr. Walter 
Singer, a gentleman of good family, and Mrs*. 
Elizabeth Portnel, both perfons of great worth* 
and piety. Her father was not a native or 
Bchefter, nor an inhabitant, before his imprifon- 
ment there for non- conformity in the reign of 
King Charles II. Mrs. Portnel,. from a principle. 
of tendernefs, vifited thofe who fuflfered on that: 
account, and by this accident an acquaintance: 
commenced, which terminated in the nuptial uni- 
on. They who were acquainted with the lady, who? 
it the fubjeft of this article, in her early years, 
perhaps obferved an uncommon difplay of genius* 
as prophetic of that bright day which afterwards 
•nfued. 

. There is fo great a iimilitude between painting, 
and poetry, that it is no ways furprifing, a per- 
fon, who pofleffed the latter of theie graces in fo> 
high a degree, fhould very eafily difcover an in . 
dtnation to the former, which has often the fame- 
admirers. Accordingly we find Mrs. Rowe difcover 
a. tafte for painting; flie attempted to carry her. 
tafte into execution, when fte had hardly fteadinefs 
of hand fufficient to guide the pencil. Her father 
perceiving her fondnefs for this art, was at the ex- 
pence of a matter to inftruft her in it ; and me ne- 
ver failed to make it an amufement 'till her death. 
Every one acquainted with her Writings, and ca- 
pable of retiming the melifluent flow of her num- 
bers, will naturally fuppofe, that, fhe had a genius 

fori 
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fir mA particularly that of ft grav« and iblemn 
kind, as it was belt Anted to the grandeur of her 
fentiments, and the fublimity o( her devotion. But 
her mod prevailing propenfioa was to poetry.. 
This fupenoc graee . was indeed the moft favourite 
employment pf her youth, and in hex the moft di- . 
ftinguiflied excellence. So powerful was her geni- 
al, in this wray, that her pttfe hath all the charms 
of verfe without the fetters ; the fame fire and ele- 
vation i the fame richaefs of imagery, bold figures, 
and flowing di&ion* 

It appears by a life of Mrs* Jlowe, prefixed to- 
the firft volume of her mifceUanetfus works, that 
in the yea*, 1^96, ^wdrfihur age, a Collection* 
of , her Poems 00 venous QccaAons.was pubUfhed 
at the deiire of two of het Jfrieada^ which; we fup> , 
pofe #d not contain all (he had by her, fince the 
ingenious, author of the. preface, Mrs* Elizabeth. 
Johufoiv gives the reader room to hope, that Mrs. 
£owe might, in a little while, be prevailed upon, 
to oblige the. world, with a fecond part^. no, way ( 
inferior to the former* - 

Mrs. Rowe's Paraphraje on the *8tb, Chapter of 
Job was- written at the requefl of bifliop Kenn, 
which gained her a great reputation. She had no- 
other tutor for the French and Italian languages 
than the honourable Mr. . Thynne, fon to the 
lor4ivifcouBt Weymoajth,. and fathe* to the right 
henpurabU fhe couotefs of Hertford, who willing ' 
ly. jpqk the taflc upon himfelf, and had the plea- 
%,p fekk fair fcfcpjar improve fo fefb by his 
le&p*,. ; t^t <>n a few. njtouths me was able to read; 
Tajftfs, jjerufalem w*th eafifc : Her {hininsg, merit, 
with the charuis of her perfon and converfation, .■- 
had procured Jfcer, many admirers : among others, 
th^ celebrated, M* Prior- made, his addreflea to her ; . 
fo, thaf ,all'o^ing for the <fcuble licence of the po- ? 
et/and, the. loiter, the concluding lines in his An- 
iwcf to, Ma ^Singer's PaftoraloA Love and Friend- 
,7*. »ip» 
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(hip, were- not igi&out foundation in trudi i •'TbSt t 
Mr. Thomas Row*, a tfery ingenious ami learned' 
gentleman, was the perfon defined to fill the arms r 
of this amiable poeteie. 

As this gentleman was a poet of no irie&nfider~ 
able lank, v a man of karniugatad geteus, we.mal! 
bare gjvefome account of fcim> itt place of aftgn>* 
inghiin a particular Atfiete, -• as *lfee" incidents- 
of Ms life Will be mote natarally 3 Wended witi ' 
that of his wife. — ~ He -was bo*n at London, 7 
April the 25th, 1687, the eldcft fan of the - 
reord. Mr. "Row* : who with a verjr accurate judg- 
xrieati and a confrtoable fto<sk* orufeW Teamml, 
joined tne~ talonf? in £r*aeh4*g and^ M Well .lfrefV* ' 
aad engagnff m*ftne« -hi eon Wriaiiett. < M^ was of' 
a -genteel defcemv lc*h «ri liis Other's 7 and mother^ 
fide; i>m:he» thought •toojiiftly to **hie himfelf <m 
fuch extrinfic circum&ances. " His firperior genius;* 
and inktiable thsrfl after knowledge Hwre confyieu* 
oub in his earli^ft years. He commenced hts- ac- ; 

?[oaimance avhJi 4he Claffi*^ tti'Bpfem; whfle -hi* * 
ather refided there, and bv tjfe^fwiTe tfffatfl'fo'' 
this part of leaiming^ ^aiefay' became thV'defight. 
. of his nrafteiv who treated' him -wh*( Very partis 
ctdar indulgence, ini^ght of the natural f^ged-' 
nafs and severity of his t*mpe** ' '— J 

Whea his father f^avoved to Londdn, he accotff-^ 
panied him, and was |fta*ed '^tfder <he famous-' Wy 
Waikcav nwefter of tfee-Cia^er.ffWft-Siihdoi^ ' : «i^; 
exerdifes^ere neter failed 'of Being ^llitt£dHned< • 
even aAai*g tho^w^^ha^4jhe^ppfbbattolf bPtlft^- 
excxdtentjt^ejvwho Wottt*'- fain ha*e ^fceWuatfetf' 1 
hi* father to place Hrtn aVond'of out lw'^ r 
v^rfuiBS-; but how- honourably foeyer mt^ftovft * 
might dunk of the learning of <ttofe nofcfe 'feats of ' 
theMtofcs? yat^httVi^H^f^mc a^Va^g^iirtrria^^ 
tionatrfrtheir p^ttfctfl^tftte^lesV h^cBaile^omertftn 01 
in a,t>riwate acadeiity to^Sony and-fb^^tae^Be*-** 
fom hasdeatfc ieni hi*->tk t^y&A Vifere^feaiWP* 
, 4. u Jeuriel's 
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JeurielV Antiquities, civil law, the Belles Lettfres* 
and experimental philofophy ; and eftatdiftied a re- 
putation for capacity, application, and an obliging 
deportment, both among the profeflbrs and -fired eritsl 
He returned from that celebrated fear qf literature*, ^v ' 
wkh a great acceffion of knowledge, .entirely incor* 
rupt in his morals, which he had preferred as- iifi 
violate, as he could have done under the mti& vigi- 
lant eye, though left without any restraints but 
thofe of his own virtue and prudence. 

The love of liberty liad always. been one of Mr; 
Rowe's darling paffions. He was very much con- 
firmed therein, by his familiar acquaintance with 
the hiftory abd noble authors: of Greece and Rome* 
whofe very fpirit was tranferred into him ♦: - By re- 
fiding fo long at a Republic, he had continual ex- 
amples of the rneftimable value of freedom, ay th* 
parent of induftry, and the univerfal fource of Ibcfai 
hapjMnefc. Tyranny oferrery kind he fiucerely de-f 
teftech but mpft of all dcclgfiaftkat tyranny; dJiseftU 
hrgthe fiavery of the mind themoft abjetVand *i£t 
nominioos, and in its ofcnfequences morepernicioiJ* 
than any other. I •-•'< i "***, 

1 He was a perfed mailer of the Greek, Latin and 
French languages ; and; which is (eldom known (b 
happen,; had at once fuch a prodigious memory; 
and unexhauftitrie fond of wit, as would havfeiiftghF 
been adm i red, and mud^moreunited. ■ Thefelq-tta£ 
lities, with an eafy fluency of fpeech, afrattfeft+ftj 
and benevolence of difpofition, and a communica- 
tive tamper, 1 made hislcdmpany much IbJiirited 1 'by- 
all who knew Him. He animated the conversation, 
and inftru&ed his companions by the acutenefs of 
his obfervations. •• V 

HeJiad formed a dfifigntc« compile the lives 4 ' of 
all the illuftrious perfons of antiquity: omitted by 
Plutarch ; and far this'purpofe rem the antieiw Kif- 
torians with; great care. This ddign' he in part ex- 
ecute^ Eignt lives weie ptcbltihed lince hh de- 

ceafe, 
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ceafe, in o&avo, by way of Supplement to that 
admired Biographer; in which though fo young 2 
guide, he ftnkes out a way like one well acquaints 
ed with the dark and intricate paths of antiquity. 
The ftile is perfectly eafy, yet concife, and nervous 1 
The refledions juft, and fuch as might be expelled 
horn a lover of truth and of mankind. 

Betides thefe Lives, he had finifhed for the 
©refs, the Life of Thrafybulus, which being put 
into the hands of Sir Richard Steele, for his 
revifal, was unhappily loft, and could never fmce 
be recovered. 

The famous Mr. Dacier, having translated Plu- 
tarch's Lives into French, with Remarks Hiftorical 
and Critical, the Abbe Bellenger added in 1734 a 
ninth tome to the other eight, confuting of the Life 
of Hannibal, and Mr. Rowe's Lives made French, 
by that learned Abbe : In the Preface to which 
verfion, he tranferibes from die Preface to. the Eng.- 
lift edition, the charader of the author with vi£bfc 
approbation; and obfervea, that the Lives were! 
written with tafte ; though being a pefthumou*. 
work, the author had not put his lad hand fo it. 

Such is the character of Mr. Rowe, the hufband 
of this amiable lady ; and when fo accomplished a. 
pair meet in conjugal bonds, what great expeda*- 
tions may not be formed upon diem i A friend o£ 
Mr. Rowe's upon that occaaon wrote the following 
beautiful Epigram, 

No more proud Gallia, bid the world revere 
Thy learned pair, Le Fevre and Dacier : 
Britain may boaft, this happy day unites, 
Two nobler minds, iia Hymen's (acred rites. 

. What thefe have fang, while, all th' infpiring 
nine, 

■ Exalt the beauties of site ve*fe diviney 
Thofe (humble crlHcs^of th* immortal ftrain,) 
6hall hound their fame to comment and expJainv 

Mr. 
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Mr. .Rowe being at Bath, in the year 1709, was : 
introduced into the company of Mifs Singer, who lived ♦ 
in a retirement not. far. from the. city. The idea • 
he had conceived of her from report and her writ- > 
ing5, charmed him; but ^enhchad-feenandcon- ' 
vcrfed with her, he felt another kindaf limpreffibn,'* 
and theefteem of her accompliihmeuts was heighten- £ 
ed into the rapture of a lover. During the court- • 
/hip, he wrote a poetical Epiftle to a friend, who t ' 
was a neighbour of Mrs. Singer, and acquainted 
with the family, .in which .were the following 
lines* -•...:.. 

,%■■:..;;,• ". ...;..-, - • : .1 ' 

Youth's Uvelicft bloom, a n€ver-fading*gracei * 
And more than beauty (parities in her face. 
How fe«n the willing heart, her empire feels ? 
Each lool^, each air, each melting a&ton kills : 
. Yet the bright form creates no loofe defires $ 1 
. A&cnce (he gives and purifies our fires, > 

And paffiont: chatty as her sown (bur tofjrires. \ 
tfer fcml, beards inoblelt Workman/hip d«figst*i, 
Tfrblefs the ruined age, and fuccour loft man- 

To prop abandon 1 d virtue's finking caufe> 
And fnatch from vice its undeferv'd applaufe. 

He married her in the year 171b, and Mrs: 
Rowe's exalted merit, and amiable qualities, could 
not fail to infpire the moft generous ' and iafting 
pafiion. Mr. Rowe knew how to value that 
treafure of wit, foftnefs and virtue, with which 
heaven had blefled him ; and made it his ftudy to , 
repay the felicity with which fhe crowned his life. 
The efteemandterMlernefo he had for her is inex, 
pneffibl^, and pofieffio)! leems never tb hive abated ? 
the fondnefs andaidmiration of the tovcT ; a circum- 
fiance which feldotn hap^eris* but to thofe who arc 

capable 
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capable of enjoying mental intercourfe, and hare a 
reUfli fe* the ideal awfpoits*' a* wall aaNhofe of a 
lej* elevated natere, I c was 4bme ^ttofiderafele time 
after his marriage, that be wrote fo he*- a* very ten- • 
der Ode/ under the aaffic of Delia, foil of the ■ 
watmeft -fcattmem* of otmrnbial fri^jwa#itp and a£- 
fc£i*jn* 3 Tibe iettowiag fiat* in it* may appear re- 
markable* as it beaded ttftttreti *o &%eie events, ~ 
in a manner fo agreeable < t» Che wilhes *xpreffed 
in them, . - — „„...: 

■ ■ S o long map th ys infpkiag ptfge 4 / - «' 
And bright example blefs the riung age \ - : " 
Long in thy charming prifon mayli thou (Uyv 
Late, very latg, ajcmdth* «ell-fc»©wn wav, • 
And add new dories to tat realms of day ! 
At lcaft Heav'n wiU not furey this prayer deny^ 

, ,5^^ bcmy.Ufe'l JMtfextaindat(V^> - 
And earlier, long i than thine/ the deiinVl hoar of 
-£ ..-. a • j- ij> t . 'i -K- v-j-'.j *£ s:.:totl 

f Wr^ft* *itfi it cown jnay^ahowdieiter, ?• 
.Sugptft m> fokJng.ftaiBte oamUeacfc nieuo* to 
:u:i.l £',•* ..">♦.: i.-r. /< , : ^:'i ,: .>J J-* i' - did i 
Banifti defponding nature's glooaaj 
Ma^flme^obapea.gsatleaUbis, '. ' " 

With fwimming e es 1*11 gaze upon thy charms, 



;j i . : < 



/l hengepjtly Jea^ung^n fhy 
,Knt in foft UumbejrS; tQ ejtei; 



. ****** 
WsttQejterjaal reft. 



:ThegHaijiy ^rmi^l|,haye a.pkaj^gair, < 
And all things fmile,- w<hiie Heav'n and than art 
-.,.'.• •.;.•: there* . 

TJiis parf o^ t&e Ode yjiich wehawe quoted^ con* 
tair* .tjie\ropji ^^^rl>W#*W«g*' <rf aiftcniom, and • 
has as much .delicacy- an4ffoftc4fs!iin! it? as iwe re- 
member ; ever .tp have &$qifafOfixgf.\ b !v -:• • -' 

As 
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AsMr. Rowehad not a rob^f c^fKtutioir, fo 
to interife application to. iludy,; Beyond vhatr the 
deficacv of his frame, coukl, bey, mig^t qp^trifcute 
to that, ill flafe ojf.ieakK wliiqh allayed the jbpppi- 
nefs of "bis married life, during_the greater part of 
it* * In the.Iatfer end of*fce year 1714? Iris weak- 
nefs encreafed, ,arjfi . lie feepied to labour under all 
the fymptoms of a confumption; which drilemper, 
after it had confined him fome months, put a period 
to his moil valuable life, at Hampftead, 10,1715, 
when jhe was but in the a 8th .year of his age. 
The exqultfte grief and affliction, wnich his amiable 

5ife felt for the lofs of fo excellent a huiband, 
notJo^expre^W.; , v / 

*SHe wrote a f beautiful Elegy.,, on his death, and 
continued to the fail moments of her life, toexprefs 
the higheft veneration and affection for his memory, 
and a particular regard and efteem for his relations. 
This Elegy of #!rs. Rowe,. on. tfce death of her 
much lamented hjaflbandV we JJiaU here, infert. 

In what foft language mall my thoughts get free, 
''. My dear Alexis, when I talk of thee ? 
Ye Mufes, Graces, all ye gentle train, 
Of weepiog loves, O ivfo the pcnfive ftmin f 
But' why raftttfd I implore your moving artf V 
*Tis but to fpeak the dictates of my heart ; 
Andall'fhatlcttCty the charming youth will join, 
Their friendly figkfe, and pious tears to mine ; 
For all thatktiew his wierit; rnnft ebitfefs* 
In grief for hini, there can be no excefs. 
Hiefotfl was form'd to aclr each glorJou^jjart 
Of :l8e^Aiftaitt'e ! €ltwithvatoity, : .orsrt ) % A 
No,th{^te wStfcte his*' gettVou* mlndiadbfrtS, 
But wha*** m^^iiitttfe^wtftk td ifeuM'h ind 

Earth. 
.. • * Pr* h'd 
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Pra&is'd ty him, each virtue greW mbte bright, 
And (hone with more than its own native light. 
Whatevef noble warmth could recommend 
The juft, the a&ive; and the cotiftant friend, ' 

• Was all his own* But Ot\ ! a dearer name, '' 

And fofterties my endlefs forrbw cjainr. 
Loft in defpair, diflra&ed, and forfdrh, 
The lover I, and tender hufband mourn. 
Whate'er to ftich fuperior worth was due, 
Whate'er excefs the fbndeft paifion knew ; 
I felt for thee, dear youth ; my joy, my care, 
My pray'rs themfelves were thine, and only 

where ' ' : t ' [' 

Thou waft concern'd,. my virtue was fincerc. 
When e'er 1 begrfd for bleffingson thy head, 

■' Nothing was cold or formal that I faid ; 
My warmeft vows to Heav'n were made for thee, 
And love ftill mingled with my piety. 
O thou waft all my glory, aH my pride ! 
Thro* life's uncertain paths my conftant guide ; * 
Regard lefs of the world, to gain thy praife 
Was all that could my juftafohkioirtraife. 
Why has my heart this fond engagement known ? 
Orwhy has Heav'n diflolved the tye fo foon* • 
Why was the charming youth fo form'd to move f 
Or why. was all my foul fo turn'd for love? 
But virtue here a vam defence had made, 
Where fo much worth and eloquence couid 
plead. ; .... ; >j , 

. For he could talk— 'Twas extacy tohttf, t 
'Twas joy ! 'twas harmony to every ear. .: 
Eternal mufic dwelt upon his tongue, ; .. 
Soft, and tranfporting as the Mufes foog t ; 
Lift'ning $0 him my, caves were charmVFto>reft,/ 
And love, and filent capture A11M niy Vealt : 
Unheededrthe gay moments took ttmt flight, 
And tuaciwas oslyjaeaJttf'd by delight, t ; a 

.(. ..\! 

I hear 
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I itear the lov'd, the mehing accents ftill, 
And ftill the kind, the tender tranfport feel. 
Again I fee the fprightly paifions rife, 
And life and pleafure fporkle in his eyes. 
My fancy paints him now with ev'ry grace, 
But ah! the dear delufion mocks my fon4 em* 
N brace; 

The fmiling vifion takes its hafty flight, 
And fcenes of horror fwim before my fight. 
Grief and defpair in all their terrors rife ; 
A dying lover pale and gafpjng lies, . 
Each difmal circiimftance appears in view, 
The fatal object is for ever new. 



For thee all thoughts of pleafure I forego, 
For thee my tears {hall never ceafe to flow :, 
For thee at once Ifrom the world retire, 
To feed in filent (hades a hopelefs fire. 
My bofom all thy image mall retain j 
The full impreflion there mail ftill remain. 
As thou haft taught my conftant heart to prove ; 
The nobleft height and elegance of love ; 
That facred paffion I to thee confine ; 
My fpotlefs faith fhall be for ever thine. 

After Mr. Rowe's deceafe, and as foon as her, 
affairs would permit, our authorefs indulged her 
inconquerable inclination to folitude, by retiring 
to Froome in Somerfetfliire, in the neighbourhood 
of which place the greateft part of her eftate lay. 
When fhe forfook the town, (he determined to re- 
turn no more but ^to fpend the remainder of her 
life in abfolute retirement; yet upon fome few oc- 
cafions (he thought it her duty to violate this refo-, 
lution. l 



In 
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In compliance With die importunate reqoeft of 
the honourable Mrs. Thynne, flie pafled Tome 
months with- her at London, after the death of 
her daughter the lady Brooke, and upon the 
deceafe of Mrs. Thymic herfelf, fhe could not 
difpute the commands of the countefs of Hert- 
ford, who earneftly deured her company, to foften 
the fevere affliction of the lofs of fo excellent a 
mother, and once or twice more, the power which 
this lady had over Mrs. Rowe, drew her, with an 
obliging kind of violence, to fpend a few months 
with her in the country. Yet, evert on thefe occa- 
sions (he never quitted her retreat without iincere 
regret, and always returned to it, as foon as fhe 
could with decency di fen gage herfelf from the im- 
portunity of her noble friends. It was in this recefs 
that (he compofed the moJft celebrated of her works, 
in twenty Letters from the Dead to the Living; the 
defign of which is to imprefs the notion of the foul's 
immortality, without which all virtue and religion, 
with their temporal and eternal good confequences 
muft fall to the ground. 

Some who pretend to have no fcruples about the 
being of a God, have yet doubts about their 
own eternal exigence, though many authors have 
eflablifhed it, both by chriftian and moral proofs, 
beyond reasonable contradiction. But fince no means 
fhould be left untried, in a point of fuch awful im- 
portance, a virtuous endeavour to make the mind 
familiar . ith the thoughts of immortality, and con- 
trad as it were unawares, an habitual perfuafion of 
i£,by writings built on that foundation, and addrefled 
to the affections, and imagination, cannot be thpught 
jftfp roper, either as a doctrine or amufeme,nt.: A- 
mufement, for which- the wlrtd makes fo large a 
demand, and which generally fpeaking is nothing 
but an art of forgetting that immortality, the form, 

belief, 
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belief, and advantageous contemplation, of which 
this higher amufement would recommend. 

In the year 1736, the importunity of fome of 
Mrs. Rowe's acquaintance who had feen the Hiflory 
oi Jofeph in MS. prevailed on her to print it. 
The publication of this piece did not long precede 
the time of her death, to prepare for which had 
been the great bufinefs of her life ; and it dole upon 
her according to lur ea-neft wifhes, in her beloved 
recefs. She was favoured with a very uncommon 
ftrength of conilitution, and had pafs'd a long 
feries of years with fcarce any indifpofition, fevere 
enough to confine her to bed. — But about half 
a year before her deceafe, fhe was attacked with a 
diftemper, which fcemed to herfelf as well as others, 
attended with danger. Tho' this diforder found her 
mind not quite foferene and prepared to meet death 
as ufual; yet when by devout contemplation, Die 
had fortified herfelf againft that fear and diffidence, 
from which the mod exalted piety does not always 
f«. cure us in fuch an awful hour, fhe experienced fueh 
divine fatisfa&on and tranfpbrt, that fhe faid with 
tears of joy, fhe knew not that fhe ever felt the 
like in all her life, and fhe repeated on this occa- 
fjon Pope's beautiful foliloquy of the dying Chriftian 
to his foul. 

The dying Christian to his Soul. 

L 

Vital fpark of heavenly flame ! " 

Quit, oh quit this mortal frame ; 
Trembling, hoping, Hngr'ing, flying; 
Oh the pain, the blifs of dying ' 
Ceafe, fond nature, ceafe thy ftrife, 
And let me languifh into life. 

V<a. IV. N*. to. O II. 
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II. 

Hark ! they whifper j Angels fay, 
Siller fpixit, come away ! 
What is this abforbs me quite, 
Steals my fenfes, (huts my fight, 
Drowns my fpirits, draws my breath ? 
Tell me, my fool, can this be death ? 

flL 

The world recedes ; it difappears f 
Heav'n opens on my eyes ! my ears 

With founds feraphic ring ; 
Lend, lend your wings ! I mount ! I fly ! 

O grave ! where is thy viftory ? 

O death I Where is thy fting ? 

She repeated the above, with an air of intenfe 
pleafore. She felt all the elevated fentiments of 
pious extafy and triumph, which breath in that ex- 
quiiite piece of facred poetry. After this threat- 
nine illnefs fhe recovered her ufual good (late of 
health ; and though at the time of her deceafe (he 
was pretty far advanced in years, yet her exadfc 
temperatice, and the calmnefs of her mind, undif- 
tnrbed with uneafy cares, and turbulent paffions, 
encouraged her friends to hope a much longer enjoy- 
ment of fo valuable a life, than it pleafed heaven to 
allow them. On the day when (he was feized with 
that diftemper, which in a few hours proved mortal, 
fhe feetaed to thofe about her to be in perfect health 
and vigour. In '-the evening about eight o'clock 
flie converfed With a friend, with her ufual vivacity, 
mixed with an extraordinary chearf tilnefs, and then 
retired to her chamber. About 10 her fervant 
t hearing 
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^earnag feme noife in her miftrefs's room, ran in- 
ftantly into it; and ftrand her fallen <fW the chair On 
the floor, fpeechlefs, and in the agonies of death. 
She -had the immediate a&ftance of a phyfician and 
furgeon, bat all the means -ufed were without fuc- 
ceft, and having given one groan me exp i r ed a few 
minutes before two o'clock, on Sunday morning, 
February the 20th, -1 756-7 : Her difeafe was judged 
to be an apoplexy/ A pious book was found lying 
open by her, as alio fome loofe papers, on which 
me had written the following devout ejaculations, 

<? guide, and council, and proteel my foul froin 

fin ! . 

O fpeak ! and let me know thy heav'nly will. 
Speak evidently to my lift-ntng foul ! 
O nil my foul with love, and fight of peace, 
And. whifper heav'nly comfort to my foul ! 
O (peak cceieftial fpirit in the ilrain 
Of io ve, *nd heav'aly pleafure to my foul. 

In her cabinet were found letters to feveral of her 
friends, which fhe had ordered to be delivered to 
the perfons to whom they were directed immediately 
after, her deceafe. 

TMTrsvRoweHVed in friendship with people of the 
iftrft fafhion and diftin&ion in life, by whom (he was 
efteemed and refpe&ed . To enumerate them would 
be needlefs ; let it fuffice to remark, that her life 
was honoured with the intimacy, •and her death la- 
mented with the tears, of the countefs of Hertfofri; 
Many verfes were publifhed to celebrate her memory, 
amongft whieh a copy written by Mr*. Elisabeth 
Carter are the > beft. 

Thus lived honoured, and died lamented, tifcb 

excellent poetefs, whofe beauty, though not her 

0.* high** 
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higheft excellence, yet greatly contributed to fee oJF 
Jfcer other more important graces to advan&ge ; and 
whofe piety will ever ihine as a bright example to 
pofterity, and teach them how to heighten the, natural 
gifts of underftaading, by true, and unafFe&^d devo- 
tion.-— —The coodu& and behaviour x)f Mrs. Row,e 
might put fome of the prefent race of females to the 
bluib, who rake the town for infamous adventures 
to amuie the public Their works will foon be for* 
gotten, and their memories when dead, will not be 
deemed exceeding precious ; but the works of Mrs. 
Rowe can never periih, while exalted piety and 
genuine, goodnefs have any exiftence in the world. 
Her memory will be ever honoured, and heir name 
dear to lateft pofterity. 

Mrs. Rowe's Mifcellaneons Works were publifhed 
a few years ago at London, in o&avo, and her De- 
votions were revifed and publifhed by the reverend 
Dr. W atts, under the title of Devout Exercifes, to 
which that worthy man wrote a preface ; and while 
he removes fome cavils that wantonnefs and fenfu- 
- ality might make to the (tile and manner of thefe 
Devotions, he (hews that they contain themoftfub- 
lime fentiments, the moft refined breathings of the 
foul, and the moft elevated and cotleftial piety. 

* Mrs. Rowe's acquaintance with perfons of faihion 
had taught her all the accompliihments of good- 
breeding, and elegance of behaviour, and with- 
out formality or afreclation (he pra&ifed in the moft 
diftant folitude, all the addrefs and politenefs of a 
court. 

She had the happieft command over her paffions, 
and maintained a conftant calmnefs of tejnper, and 
lweetnefs of difpofition, that could not be ruffled by 
adverfe accidents. 

She 
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She was in the utmoft degree an enemy to ill-na- 
tured fatire and detraction ; (he was as much un- 
acquainted with envy, as if it had been impofltble 
for fo bafe a paflion to enter into the human mind* \ 

She had few equals in converfati?ij ; her wit maji\ 
lively, and (he cxpreJTed her thoughts in the mod 
beautiful and flowing eloquence, 

When fhe entered into the married ftate, the high- 
eft efteem and moft tender afte&ion appeared in her 
conduct to Mr. Rowe, and by the molt gentle and 
obliging manner, and the exercife of eyery facial- 
and good natured virtue, fhe confirmed the empire 
fhe had gained over his heart. In Jhort* if the moft 
cultivated undemanding, if an imagination* lively 
and cxtenfive, a character perfectly moral, and 
a fool formed for the moft exalted exercifes of de- 
votion, can render a perfon amiable,. Mrs. Rowe ha* 
a juft claim to that epithet, as well as to the admi- 
ration of the lovers of poetry and elegant compo^ 
fition. 
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The Revd. Dr. Thomas Yaleen. 

THIS Gentleman was born in the city of 
ixeter, and the youngeft of fix fons of Mr. 
Jdhn Yaldeft of Soflex. He received hi* education . 
at a Gratamar-fchoo], belonging w Magdalen- CoU * 
lege in Oxford. * fa tHeyta? i^QQ^kc was ad* 
nrittecf a eottantoner of Magfafeit-Hati* tmder Mr. . 
John Pollen, wno was cfteemed an excellent tutor, 
and a verjr gfeae mafter of logic, and ibe following 
year: ft* was tjtofe* fthoter $f Magdalcn^Calkge. 
Here he became a fellow- pupil with the celebrated 
Mr. Addifon and Dr. Henry Sacheverel, and early 
contracted a particular friendftiip with thofe two 
gentlemen. This academical affection Mr. Addifon 
preferred not only abroad in his travels, but alfo on 
his advancement to confiderable employments at 
home, and kept the fame eafy and free correfpon- 
dence to the very laft, a* when their fortunes were 
more on a level. This pre fervation of affection is 
rendered more Angular, by Mr. Yalden's having 
efpoufed a very oppofite mtereft to that of Mr. Ad- 
difon, for he adhered to the High- Church party, 
and was fufpccted of an attachment to an exiled 
family, for which he afterwards was brought into 
very great trouble. 

In the year 1700 he was admitted actual and per- 
petual fellow of Magdalen-College, and qualified 

himfelf 
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^nmfelfthe aexJt year, by taking Orders, as .the 
founder's ftatutes require. After iiis admiflion be 
received two public marks of favour from that for 
titty ' T^t firft was a prefentatiou |o a living i* 
Warwicklhire, cqnjiften* with bis fellowlbip; aod 
the other, his being elecled moral philofophy- reader 
an office for life, endowed with a handfome ftipend, 
and peculiar privileges. 

In 1706 he was received into the family of hi* 
noble and kind patron the duke of Beaufort ; with 
whom he was in very great favour, having in man/ 
inllances experienced his bounty and generofoy* 
}n the following year he cpfnpieated his academical 
decrees, by coinjaenciag doctor in divinity : He pre* 
fented to the %iety (heir founder's picture in foil 
length;, w^hJLch now. hangs up in the public-hall; 
1^4 afterwards lie delivered in to the president a 
voluntary resignation of his fellowship, and moral 

eiljoiophy-leSttce, He waj* afterwards pxeietred ^> 
k$xk of CtetfSetl fa Cleauvilk, two adjoining 
towns, and *e&pries in Hajnpihire. He was elected 
by the pre Went and governors of Bridewell, preacher 
of that hofpiul, upon the refignation of Dr. Atter* 
bary, afterwards lord htihop of Rochefter. 

Having mentioned this prelate, it will be proper 
here to obferve, that upon a fufpicion of i)n 
Yalden's being concerned with him, in a jplot 
to reftore the exiled fatally ; and for which the 
biihop was afterwards banifhed, he was feized upon 
by authority, and committed to prifon. When 'he 
was examined before the council, concerning his 
correfpondence and intimacy with Mr. Keliey the. 
biihop's fecretary ; he did not deny his. knowledge 
*f, and correfpondence with, him, but ftill perfifted 
in averting, that no ineafures contrary to the conilU 
tutton were ever canvafTed between them. 

Q 4 There 
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There was found in his pocket book, a cow of 
verfes reflecting oft the reletting family, and which 
might wcB bear the conftru&ion of a libel ; bat 
when he was charged with them, he denied that he 
ever compofed fuck verfes, or that the hand-writing 
was his own, and afierted his innocence in every 
circumftance relating to the plot. The verfes in 
all probability were pat into his pocket-book, by 
the fame perfon, who with fo much dexterity placed 
a treafonable paper in biJhop Atterbury's clofe-ftool, 
and then pretending to be the difcoverer of ft, pre- 
ferred it againft his lordihip, as an evidence of his 
difaffe&ion. The particulars of that memorable 
tryal are recorded in the Life of Atterbury, writ* 
ten by the authors of Biographia Britannic*. — The 
heats raifed by Atteibury's tryal fubfiding, thofe 
who were fufpeded of being concerned with him, 
as no evidence appeared ftrong enough to convict 
them* were releafed. 

Dr. Yalden was ftill favoured with the patronage 
of the generous duke of Beaufort, and hlyreftdencc 
in that noble family recommended him to the ac- 
quaintance of many of the firft quality and cha- 
racter in the kingdom, and as he was of a chear- 
ful temper, and of a pleating and inftru&ive con- 
versation, he retained their friendship and efteem 
till hU death, which happened the 16th of July, 
1736, in the 66th year of his age. 

His poetical works are chiefly thefe. 

On the Conqueft of Namure ; A Pindaric Ode* 
inferibed to his moft facred and victorious majefty» 
folio 1695. 

The Temple of Fame; a Poem to the memory 
of die null illuftrions Piince, William Duke of 
Glouccficr, folio 1700*. 

On 
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On the late Queen's Acceffion to the Throne, a 
Poem. 

JEfop at Court, or State Fables. 

An Eflay on the Charaaer on Sir Willoughby 
AJhton, a Poem. Fol. 1704. 

On the Mines of Sir Carbery Price, a. Poem ; 
occasioned by the Mine -adventure Company. 

On the Death of Mr. John Partridge, Profeffor 
in Leather, and Aftrologer. 

Advice to a Lover. 

To Mr. Watfon, on his Ephemeris on die C«- 
lefttal Motions, prefented to Queen Anne. 

Againft Immoderate Grief. 

The Force of jealoufy. 

An Ode for St. Cecilia's Day, 1693, fet to 
mufic by Dr. Purcel. 

A Hymn to the Morning in Praife of Light. 

We fhall extraa the following ftanza from this 
Hymn, as a fpecimen of his poetry. 

Parent of day f whofe beauteous beams of light 
Spring from the darkfome womb of night, 
And midft their native horrors Ihow 

Like gems adorning of the negro's brow. 
Not Heaven's fair bow can equal thee, 
In all its gawdy drapery : 

Thou firft eflay of light, and pledge of day ! 

Rival of ihade ! eternal fpring ! mil gay ! 
From thy bright unexhaufted womb 

The beauteous race of days and feafons come. 
Thy beauty ages cannot wrong, 
But 'fpite of time, thou'rt ever young. 

Thou art alone HeavVs modeft virgin light. 

Whofe face a veil of blufhes hide from human 

At thy approach, nature erects her head 5 

The fmiling univerfe is glad ; 
. The drowfy earth and feas awake 
And from thy beams new life and vigour take. 

When 
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When thy more chearful rays appear, 
Ev'n guilt and women ceafe to Tear j 
Horror, defpajr, and ail the ions of night 
. Retire tpfore t}*y buamSj and take their hafly 

Thou rifeft in the fragrant f aft, 
Like tlv& fair Fhoinix from her balmy neti j 
* But yet thy fading glories toon depay, 
Thine's but a momentary ftay j 
Too foon thou'rt raviih'd from our fight* 
Bora* 4own the ftream of day, and overwhelmed 

[with n)gh(. 
Thy beams to thy own ruin hafte, 
They're framM too exquifttft to UA : 
, Thine * a glqri&o*, b#t a &ort4iv'd ft*tt x 
Pity fo fair a birth fhould yield fa fan loftfe 

Befides thefe pieces, this reverend gentleman has 
tr*nfla*4 <&* fecoiri few* of OvUft Art tf LbM, 
with feveral other tfteangnat pout* md trtmflatiopf 
published in the third and fourth volumes of Ton- 

The Medioifle, a Tilt i* the foetid Ydunt of 
theTatlen, tod Mr. PMrfdfrt Appeal to the. burn- 
ed World, pr a Further Account of the Manner of 
his Death, in Profe, ajne iikewife wtsftt* hjr him. 



# 
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Mr. Josepjei Mitchex, 

THIS gentleman was the (on of a Stone- 
cutter in Scotland, and was born about the. 
year 1684. He received an univerfity education 
while he remained in that kingdom* andjiavijig 
feme views of ^proving his fortune, repaired to, 
t#e; <; jnejropolia. .' Mfe *rc> not able to recover ma. 
liyparupulars CQhceribg thw poet* who Was ne- 
Xer Iftfficjiently eminent to excite much curiofity 
concerning him. By a diffipate'd imprudent beha- 
viour he rendered ftolfci who were more inti- 
roatety ^cquaiRterf wnfc tym^.Teft foHfcitous 1& 
jpeferve. thi circ^mitance* 'ofjiistifc; which wer$ 
iojJfrK' .#>; x tyi advantage!. [IVe J5n4 Wm enjoys 
injt Afl favour ..of tfte earl of. "Stair,, ajac? Sir 
Robert Walpole. k> whom he addreflivibme oC 

S3 poems. ,^He received fo many obligation* from: 
e latter, and was (6 warm in his intereff, that, 
he obtained the epithet of -Sir Robert '"WalpoleY 
Poet, . and for a great part of his life had an en- 
tire dependence on the fcaonty of that munificent 
rtatefman. ; Mr. Mitchef,'who was a flave^to his 
pleafures, aiid governed "btf every guft of irfegetfipr 
appetite, had many opportunities of experiencing*, 
the dangerous folly of extravagance, and the ma* 
ny uneafy moments which it occafions. Notwith- 
ftanding this, his conduit was never corrected, e- 
ven when the means of doing it were in his pow- 
er. At a time when Mr. Nfitchel laboured under 
fevere neceffities, by the death of his wife's un- 
cle feveral thoufand pounds devolved to him, 

of 
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of which he had no fooner got pofleffion, than he 
planned fchemes of fpending, it, in place of dis- 
charging the many debts he had contracted. This 
behaviour, as it conveyed to his creditors no high* 
idea of his hohefty, fo it obliged Turn to be per- 
petually fkullcing, and muft confequently have *m- . 
tittered eyen thpfe hours which he falfly dedi- 
dicated to pleafure t for they who live under a 
perpetual dread of lofing their liberty, can en- 
joy no great comfort even in their rooft carefcfs* 
moments. 

Of the many poems which Mr. Mitchel wrote, 
but few fucceedea to any degree, nor indeed much, 
deferred it. At a time when the politicians were 
engaged in fettling the Land-Tax, and various o- 
pinions were offered concerning the ability of that 
branch of the commonwealth, fo that a proper 
medium or flandard might be fixed ; he Verfined 
the Totnefs Addrefs, much about the time of his 
frefent .MajeftyV acceflion to. the throne ; ia 
which it is humouroufly propofed, that the land- 1 
cd intereft mould pay twenty (hillings in the" 
pound. This poem having a reference to a fafhion- 
able topic or conyerfation, was better received" 
than moft of his other pieces. 

There was likewife a poem of Mr. MitchePs* 
''called The Shoe-heel, which was much read oa 
account of. the low humour it contains* He has 
addreffed to Dr. Watts a poem on the fubjeft of 
Jonah in the Whale's Belly. In the dedication. 
he obferves, * That it was written for the advance- 

* ment of true virtue and reformation of manners &. 
' to raife an emulation amongft our young poets 
V to attempt divine compofiires, and help to wipe 
4 off the cenfures which the numerous labours of 

• the mufes are juftly charged with. If (fays he), 

'« it' 
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* it ihallierve any of thefe purpofes, I ihall be 

* fatisfied, though I gain no reputation by it a- 

* xnong thofe who read a new poem with no o- 

* ther view, than to pafs a judgment on the abi- 

* lities of the author.' When the autagoniih of 
Pope were threatened with the publication of the 
D unci ad, Mr. Mitchel had fome fufpicion that he 
himfeif was to toe ftigmatized in it : confcious that 
he had never offended Mr. Pope, he took an op- 
portunity to Write to him upon that fubjecl. He 
informed him, that he had been an admirer of 
his writings ; that he declined all connexion with 
thofe men, who combined to reduce his reputati- 
on, and that when no offence was given, no re- 
fentment mould be difcovered. Mr. Pope, upon 
receiving this letter from Mitchel, protefting his 
innocence as to any calumny publifiied againft 
him, was fo equitable as to ftrike him out of his 
Danciad, in which, by mifreprefentation he had 
affigned him a place. 

Mr. Mhchel lived in good correfpondence with 
many of the moil eminent wits of the time, and 
was particularly honoured with t^e friendfhip of 
Aaron Hill, efq; a gentleman of fo amiable a 
difpofition, that whoever cultivated an intimacy 
with him, was fure to be a gainer. Once, when 
Mr. Mitchel was in diftrefs, Mr. Hill, who could 
not perhaps conveniently relieve him by pe- 
cuniary afliftance, gave nim a higher inftance of 
friendship, -than could be lhewn by money. He 
wrote a beautiful dramatic piece in two acts, call- 
ex! The Fatal Extravagant, in which he expofed the 
hideous vice of gaming. This little dramatic 
work is planned with fuch exquifite art, wrought 
up with firmuch tehdernefs, and thefcenes are 
fo natural, interesting and moving, that I know 
aot if Mr. Hill has any where touched the parti- 
alis with fo great a mattery/ This play met the 

fuccef* 
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fuccefs it deferred, and contributed to relieve Mr* 
Mitchell neceflities, who had honour enough, how- 
ever, to undeceive the world, and acknowledge nit 
obligations to Mr. HiU, by making mankind ac- 
quainted with the real author of 'J he Fatal Extrava- 
gant. As this was a favour never to be forgot- 
ten, fo we find Mr. Miecbel taking every proper 
occafion to exprefs his gratitude, and celebrate 
his patron. Amongit the firft of his poems, is 
An Ode. addrefied to Mr, Hill, which is one of the 
bell of his compoiitipns. The two laft flanz-a's are 
as follow, 

Heedlefs of cuftom, and the vulgar breath, 
I toil for glory in a path unttod, 
Or where but few have dared to combat death, " 
And few unitaggering carry virtue's load. 

Thy mufe, O Hill, of living names, 
My iBrft refpeft, and chief attendance claims. 
Sublimely fir'd, thou look'ft difdainfiil down 
On trifling fabjecls, and a vile renown. 
In eyVy verfe, in ev'ry thought of thine, 

There's heav'nly rapture and defigri. 

Who can thy god-like Gideon view *, 

And not thy mufe purfue, 
Or wifh, at lcait, fuch miracles to do ? 

Sure in thy breaft the ancient Hebrew fire 
Revived, glow? hot, and blazes forth , 

How ftrong, how fierce the flames afpire ! 
Of thy interior worth, 

When burning worlds thou fett'ft before our eyes,L 

And draw 'ft tremendous judgment from, the ikies J 
bear me on thy feraph wing, v 

And teach my weak obfequious mufe to fing. , 



* An epic, pocirn by Aaron HiU, ef« 

1 See Tlie Judgment, a poeln hy Aaron Hill, ' cCy 
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To thee I owe the little art I boaft ; 
Thy heat firft melted my co-genial froft. 

Preferve the (barks thy breath did fan, 
And by thy likenefs form me into true poetic man. 

Mr. Mitchel died in the year 1738. He feems to 
have been a poet of the third rate ; he has fel- 
dom reached the fublhne ; his humour, m which he 
more fucceeded, is not ftrong enough to laft ; his 
verification holds a Hate of mediocrity ; he pof- 
fefled but little invention, and if he was not a bad 
rhimefter, he cannot be denominated a fine poet, 
for there are but few marks of genius in his writ- 
ings. His poems were printed in two vol. 8vo. in 
tiie year 1729. 

He wrote alfo, The Union of the Clans ; or the 
Highland-Fair. A Scot's Opera. 'Twas afted at 
the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, about the year 
1 730 ; but did not fucceed. 
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Mr. John Ozell. 

THIS gentleman added confiderably to the 
republic of letters by his numerous tranila- 
tions. He received the rudiments of his educa- 
tion from Mr. Shaw, an excellent grammarian, 
matter of the free fchool at Afhby De la Zouch 
in Leicefterfhire : he finifhed his grammatical learn- 
ing under the revd. Mr. Mountford of Chrift's 
Hofpital, where having attained the Latin, <5reek, 
and Hebrew tongues, he was defigned to be fent 
to the univerfity of Cambridge, to be trained up 
for holy Orders. But Mr. Ozell, who was averle 
to that confinement which he mull expect in a 
college life, chofe to be fooner fettled in the 
world, and be placed in a public office of ac- 
counts, having previoufly qualified himfelf by at- 
taining a knowledge of arithmetic, and writing 
the neceflary hands. ' This choice of an occupa- 
tion in our author, could no other reafons be ad- 
duced, are fufficient to denominate him a little tinc- 
tured with dulnefs, for no man of genius ever 
vet made choice of fpehding his life. behind a defk 
in a compting-houfe. 

He {till retained, however, an inclination to- eru- 
dition, contrary to what might have been expect- 
ed, and by much converfation with travellers front 
abroad, made himfelf mailer of moft of the liv- 
ing languages, efpecially the French, Italian, and 
Spanifh, from all which, as well as from the La- 
tti and Greek, he has favoured the world with a 

great 
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great * many translations, amongft which are the 
following French plays $ 

U Britannicus and Alexander the Great. Two 
Tragedies from Racine. 

2. The Litigant, a Comedy of 3 A&s * tranflat- 
ed from the: French of M. Racine, who took it 
from the Wafes of Ariftophanes, 8vo. 1715. Scene 
in a city of tower Nornandy. 

3. Manlius Capitolinus, a Tragedy from the 
French of M. La Fofle, 17 15. When the earl of 
Portland was ambaflador at the French courts this, 
play was adled at Paris threescore nights running & 

• the fubje& is related by Livy. This French au- 
thor ftudied foine time at Oxford, and, upon hi* 
return home, applied himfelf to dramatic poetry 
in which he acquired great reputation. He died a.- 
bout the year 1713. 

4. The Cid, a Tragedy from Corneille. 

5. Cato of Utica, a Tragedy from M. Des 
Champs j afted at the Theatre in Lincpln's- Inn- 
Fields 1 71 6, dedicated to Count VoJkra his Ex- 
cellency the Imperial AmbaJTador : to which is 
added a Parallel between this Play and Mr. Ad- 
difon's Cato. 

Befides thefe, Mr. Ozell has traaflated all Mp- 
liere's plays, which are printed in 6 vol. izmp. 
and Hkewife a collection of fome of the belt 
Snanifh and Italian plays, irom Calderoo, Aretin, 
Ricci, and Lopez de Vega, Whether any pf 
thefe flays, translated from the Spanift, were 
ever printed, we cannot be pofitive. Mr. OzelTa 
tranlfation of Moliere is far from being excel- 
lent, for Moliere was an author to. whom nonje* 
bit a genius like himfelf, could well do juilke. 
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His other works are 

The Hiftory of Don Quixote, tranfiated by fe- 
vera! hands, published by Peter Motteu* ; reviled 
and compared with the beft edition, printed at Ma- 
drid, by Mr. Ozell, £th edition, 1725. 

Reflexions on Learning, by M. de Fenelon, 
Archbishop of Cambray, made Eugliih from the 
Paris Edition 1 amo. 1718. 

Common Prayer, not Common Senfe, in fevexal 
Places of the Portugueze, Spanilh, Italian, French, 
Latin, and Greek Tranflations of the Englilh Li- 
turgy } Being a Specimen of the Manifold Omif- 
fions, &c. in all, or moft of the {kid Translations, 
fome of which were printed at Oxford, and the 
reft at Cambridge, or London, 1722. 

Vertot's Revolutions of Rome, tranflated by Mr. 
Ozell. 

Logic, or the Art of Thinking,; from the French 
of M. Nicole, 17*3. 

Mr. Ozell finiflied a Tranflation from the Por- 
tugueze, begun by Dr. Geddes,. of the moft ce- 
; lebrated, popifh, ecdeiiaftical Romance $ being the 
the Life of Veronica of Milan, a book certified 
by the heads of the univerfity of Conimbra in Por- 
tugal, to be reviled by the Angels, and approved 
of i>y God. 

Theft are the works of Mr. Ozell, who, if lie 
did iiot poflefs any genius, has not yet lived in 
vain, for he has rendered into Engliflh fome very 
sfeful pieces, and if his tranflations are not ele- 
gant ; they are generally pretty juft, and true to 
tnefr original. 

Mr. Ozell is feverely touched by Ntr. Pope fa 
the firft book of the Dunciad, on what account we. 
cannot determine ; perhaps that fatyrift has only in- 
.trodoced him to grace the train of his Dunces. 

1 Ozell 
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Ozell was incenfed to the laft degree by thia 
ufage, and in a paper called The Weekly Med* 
ley, September 1 729, he publiflied the following 
ftrange Advertifement *. * As to my learning, 
4 this envious wretch knew, and every body knows, 
,« that the whole bench of bifhops, not long ago, 

* were pleafed to give me a purfe of guineas for dif- 

* covering the erroneous tranflations of the Common 
' Prayer in Portugueze, SpanMh, French, Italian, 
4 Sec. As for my genius, let Mr. Cleland (hew 

* better verfes in all Pope's works, than Ozell's 
1 verfion of Boileau's Lutrin* which the late lord 

* Hallifax was fo well pleafed with, that he conv. 

* plimented him with leave to dedicate it to hinr, 
4 &c. &c. Let him ihew better and truer poetry 

* in The Rape of the Lock, than in Ozell's Rape 

* of the Bucket, which, becaufe an ingenious au- 
' thor happened to mention in the fame breath 

* with PopVs, viz. 

* Let Ozell fing the Bucket, Pope the Lock, 

4 die litde gentleman had like to have run 
4 mad ; and Mr. Toland and Mr. Gildon publicly 

* declared Ozell's Tranflation of Homer to be, 
4 as it was prior, fo likewife fuperior, to Pope's. 

« Surely, finely, every man is free to deierve 

4 well of his country I' John Oz b,ll. 

This author died about the middle of October 
1743, and was buried in a vault of a church be- 
longing to St. Mary Aldermanbury. He never ex- 
perienced any of the vicimtudes of fortune, which. 
have been fo frequently the portion of his infpired 
brethren, for a perfon born in the fame county 
with him, and who owed particular obligations to 
his family, left him a competent provifion: be- 
fides, he had always enjoyed good places. He 

• Notes on the Duiciad. 

was 
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was for Come years auditor-general of the city and 
Bridge accounts, and, to the time of his deeeafe, 
auditor of the accounts of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and St. Thomas's Hofpital. Though, m reality, 
Ozeli was a man of very little genius, yet Mr. 
Coxeter a/Terts, that his coaverfatkra was furpriz- 
ingly pleating, and that he had a pretty good 
knowledge ofmen and things. He poffibly pof- 
iefled a large fhare of good nature, which, 
when joined with but a tolerable underftanding, 
will render the petfon, who is Wefled with it, more 
amiable, than ike moft flaflry wit, and the higheft 
genius without it. 



End of the Fourth Volume. 
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